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Our research is looking to find if adults who grew up in homes without their 
biological parent(s) (adoption, foster care, family member) are more pre-
dispositioned to commit crime than adults who were raised by biological 

parent(s).

Previously: “The Impact of crime on adults raised by non-biological 
parents”

We were in need of changing the title or our research altogether to study 
both non-biological parents and biological parents to compare  the 

differences and have more accurate results. 

Research Topic



Hypothesis 
Non-biological parents do have an effect on the potential criminality of 

individuals 

Charles Manson
Ted Bundy

David Berkowitz

Larry Bittaker and Roy Norris, etc..



In our anonymous online survey provided by the IRI, all participants will be chosen at random and are 

unidentifiable by name. Minimal risk will be presented to each participant because their identity is not 

necessary to conduct this research and/or the results.

Demographic  questions were not asked- race, gender, religion etc… (These variables were not pertinent to our 

research).

UVU students are chosen at random by the IRI to include both male and female participants over age 18 years. 

Implied consent was given out with each survey explaining it’s purpose, the utilization of the survey, participants 

rights and the survey’s confidentiality. 

The return of the survey served as their consent.

Survey Confidence Level



Survey Response Rate - UVU STUDENTS 

Survey Improvements: 

● Emailed survey reminders 3 times to the original 500 UVU Students

● Reached out to social media networking- Facebook



# Answer Response %

1 Biological 

Parents
228 97%

2 Adoptive/Foster 

Parents
2 1%

3 Relatives 6 3%

Total 236 100%

Survey Response Rate - IMPROVEMENT



Literature Review
Children growing up without a biological parent are much more likely than children 
of intact families to fall victim of poverty and welfare dependence themselves in later 
years.

A mother’s strong affectionate attachment to her child is the child’s best buffer against 
a life of crime along with a father’s authority and involvement in raising his children.

Children raised in intact married families are more likely to attend college, are 
physically and emotionally healthier, are less likely to be physically or sexually abused, 
less likely to use drugs or alcohol and to commit delinquent behaviors, have a 
decreased risk of divorcing when they get married, are less likely to become 
pregnant/impregnate someone as a teenager, and are less likely to be raised in poverty.



Problems Encountered
IRB denied our first request

Based on their review of your application materials, the IRB requires the following modifications, correction and/or documentation to 

be on file with the IRB prior to providing full authorization for this study.



Problems Encountered 



Problems Encountered
Lack of response from the 500 random UVU students the surveys were sent out to

Only 15 responses with first email request

2nd request sent - only 11 additional responses

3rd request sent - no additional responses

We only received a 5% response rate in 2 months



Problems Encountered
Angry students:



Problems Encountered
Sent out the survey request to our Facebook friends to generate more responses

We had 218 responses that same day

Although we had more than enough people take our survey, only 2 grew up with 
adoptive/foster parents and only 6 grew up with relatives



Our Results



























Our Results 
Our purpose in conducting this study was to unravel the differences of academic and 
criminal outcomes between adults who were raised by their biological parents, 
relatives, or adoptive/foster care parents. Our research sought to find if adults who 
grew up in homes without their biological parent(s) (adoption, foster care, family 
member) are more pre-dispositioned to commit crime than adults who were raised by 
biological parent(s).

Our conclusion: Based on our few results, we did not find enough evidence to associate 
a link between adults who grew up without their biological parents and criminality. 



Was this research beneficial? 
For the purpose of this class, it might seem as if not finding a correlation between 
biological parents and criminality is a bad thing. However, the big picture tells us that 
based on our results, children who are raised by adoptive or foster parents or other 
relatives do not have a higher likelihood of poor academia or criminality.

This is a good thing!

Had this research proved otherwise would people be more reluctant to take on the 
responsibility of a child who is not biologically their own?



Conclusion 
Overall, if the researchers had more time to collect data and also 
had more adults raised by non-biological parents participate, our 
results would have likely been more diverse and accurate as to 
whether or not adults raised without their biological parents are 
actually more prone to commit crime.


