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To be considered an independent student for financial aid, you must meet one of the following at the time you complete the FAFSA.

You were born before January 1, 1986.

At the beginning of the 2009 -2010 school year, you will be working on a master’s or doctorate program.

You were married at the time of filing your 2009-2010 FAFSA.

You have children who receive more than half of their support from you.

You have a legal dependent other than a spouse, and you provide more than half of that person’s support.

You are currently serving on active duty in the United States Armed Forces for purposes other than training.

You are a veteran of the United States Armed Forces

When you were age 13 or older, both of your parents were deceased, you were in foster care, or you were a dependent/ward of the court.

As of today, you are an emancipated minor as determined by a court in your state of legal residence.

As of today, you are in legal guardianship as determined by a court in your state of legal residence.

At any time on or after July 1, 2008, your high school or school district homeless liaison determined that you were an unaccompanied youth who

was homeless.

e Atany time on or after July 1, 2008, the director of an emergency shelter program funded by the U.S. Department of Housing and Urban
Development determined that you were an unaccompanied youth who was homeless.

e Atany time on or after July 1, 2008, the director of a runaway or homeless youth basic center or transitional living program determined you were an

unaccompanied youth who was homeless or were self-supporting and at risk of being homeless.

Students not meeting federal criteria for independent status may request a professional judgment adjustment to override the federal criteria. Dependency
overrides will be considered on a case-by-case basis due to unusual circumstances. This may include inability to locate parents, an abusive family environment, or
abandonment by parents.

Circumstances that do not merit a dependency override include, but are not limited to: parents refusing to contribute to the student’s education, parents
unwillingness to provide information on the application or for verification, parents not claiming the student as a dependent for income tax purposes, or student
demonstrating total self-sufficiency.

All requests must be documented and show that all financial and emotional contact with your parents has been severed as a result of an unusual circumstance.
You must submit non-returnable copies of your documentation to the Financial Aid Office. Requests submitted without documentation will not be considered.

Instructions
Carefully review the following information and select the statement which correctly identifies your situation and follow the directions.

0 Iwould like to request an extension of a Dependency Status Appeal which was previously approved at UVU.
1. Attach a detailed letter to this form which explains the history behind the unusual circumstance for which the appeal was approved,
and the current status of the situation (for example, unchanged, reconciliation has occurred, etc.)

[1 Ican document along term estrangement, adverse home situation, or other qualifying circumstance.
1.  Attach a detailed, written statement explaining the history behind the estrangement, adverse home situation, or other
circumstances. Include the reason you are not in contact with your parents, the date you last had contact with your parents, and
details about how you have supported yourself since you last had contact with your parents.

2. Attach TWO additional forms of documentation which support your claim. Documentation must be provided by an impartial third-
party source (not family, friends, or roommates) that is familiar with your situation, and must be on letterhead or notarized.
Examples include: school guidance counselor; medical professional; member of the clergy; teacher; social service representative;
court documents; death certificates, etc. Letters of support should include the name and relationship (to you) of the person
providing the statement, and state how long the agency or person has been aware of your situation.

Student Certification
Read the following information carefully. Initial and sign below. Your initials and signature on the form certifies that you have read and understand all the information below

Initials Statement

I am responsible for paying my tuition in full and on time, regardless of financial aid or this appeal. Failure to pay my tuition and/or fees may result in additional
fees as well as my classes being dropped. | am responsible for any late fees or charges I incur as a result of not paying my tuition in full or on time. | am also responsible
for getting my classes reinstated.

It is my responsibility to check my UVLink often and to stay informed of the Financial Aid policies.

I may need to provide further documentation upon review of my request. | understand | must re-apply each year.

| certify that the information given in this appeal is accurate and complete.

Student Signature Date

Utah Valley University provides financial assistance to all eligible students regardless of race, color, national origin, sex, age, or disability.
If you need accommaodations or language assistance please contact our office at 801-863-8442.



