
Integrated Studies serves students with interests and capabilities in more than one scholarly discipline. 
The degree fosters cross-disciplinary research and writing that culminate in a senior thesis. The critical 
skills acquired through such hands-on interdisciplinary work qualify students for graduate school and 

for jobs requiring analytical research and writing skills. The Program also encourages and supports      
interdisciplinary study across campus.

INTEGRATED STUDIES

Goal of Assessment

Means of Assessment

Assessment Results
1. 2006-2008: Report by George Schoemaker, Ph.D.

1. Senior theses that demonstrate, increasingly, critical interdisciplinary research and writing skills.
2. Placement of our graduates in graduate schools and in good jobs.

1. Outside evaluation of theses from 2006-2008, a follow-up on the two previous evaluations of senior theses (2002-2004 and 2004-2006). 
The last evaluation of theses noted improvement from the previous evaluation, but pointed out especially that research skills were less than hoped for. 

We’re hoping for evidence that our work addressing these problems has been successful.
2. During the summer of 2008, we twice contacted every graduate for whom we had an address (900 + graduates) and asked them about jobs and graduate schools.

Senior theses from Utah Valley University (UVU), Integrated Studies Program were selected at random for semesters and terms occurring 
between the years 2006 through 2008. Compared to the previous two assessments performed on senior theses, the quality of research, writing, and compliance 
to prescribed styles for writing has improved steadily and significantly. It is clear that the faculty and administrators of the Integrated Studies Program have ex-
ecuted several of the recommendations from the previous assessments. Additionally, it is apparent that the quality of students attending UVU and participating in 
this program has risen. Both these factors contribute significantly to the increased quality of the senior theses.

Another improvement over previous assessments was how well integrated the topics or disciplines were. There were one or two exceptions, but overall this con-
cern demonstrated marked improvement. I attribute this improvement to more clear expectations being communicated to students. While this communication 
most likely takes place during consultations, it is also reinforced through the course syllabus. 

Methodology is still a problem, at least in the theses in this sample. A section discussing methodology for those theses which have primary research would be 
helpful, as would be a section discussing the author’s purpose for a creative work, one grounded in some kind of theoretical framework.

2. Survey of Student Placement
 11 were in or had graduated from law school.
 5 were in or had graduated from dental school.
 3 were in or had graduated from medical school.
 3 were in Ph.D. programs (one in comparative literature at UC Chapel Hill, one in Educational Psychology at Utah State, and one in Psychology at the University of Rhode  
  Island).
 12 were in or had graduated from MA or MS programs in Public Administration, Social Work, Communications, Geology, Biology, Film Studies, etc.
 3 were in or had graduated from MBA programs.
 56 had jobs: in computer science, as prison librarian, as owner of a recording studio, as a Human Resources Manager for Micron, as director of Recreation in Washington  
 City (near St. George), in UVU student services, as academic advisors at UVU, as botany lab curator at UVU, as employees of the Utah Jazz and the Indiana Pacers, 
 as a professional basketball player (in a European league), as Honors Coordinator at UVU, etc.

What We Learned
1. Our students are doing better research and are writing better than in previous years. 

The theses conform better to style guides and exhibit better interdisciplinary work. Methodology is still weaker than it should be.
2. Our students are using the degree to good advantage, attending graduate schools and working in jobs the degree has prepared them for.

Implementation & Impact
1. We will continue our e�orts to increase the quality of interdisciplinary research and writing skills, with special attention to questions of methodology.
2. We have two plans for expanding on and using what we’ve learned about our students after graduation.
 A. Since our return rate was only about 10%, we’ll do a more thorough survey with some di�erent strategies the summer of 2009.
 B. We’ve begun to feature some of the stories, including employment, on our IS website. This should draw more responses so we’ll have a more thorough sense 
  for this important aspect of our program.


