
Graduate Council 
Minutes 

December 13, 2023 
Teams – 8:00-9:00 am 

 
In attendance: Jeff Williams, Mohamed Lofty, Nicole Gearing, Jeffrey O’Flynn, Natalie Grecu, Michelle Bastian, 
Laurie Sharp, Jim Bailey, Aliny Xavier   
 
Approved Graduate Council Minutes for November 8, 2023 
 
Approved the following Graduate Faculty  
 
College of Humanities and Social Sciences 
Andrew Bibby – Full  
Carrie Merino – Full 
 
Smith College of Engineering and Technology 
Imtiaz Parvez – Full 
Mohamed Lotfy – Full 
 
Woodbury School of Business 
Adam Welker – Full 
Benjamin Cummings – Full 
Jeff Williams – Full 
Mark Cherrington – Professional 
Spencer Nelson – Professional 
Summer Valente – Professional 
 
Approved the following curriculum conditional on them making the following curriculum 
changes: 
 
Smith College of Engineering and Technology  
 
New Graduate Program  
Master of Science in Applied Artificial Intelligence 
 
Program Matriculation Requirements 
  
Amend "Application for admission" to "Application for admission to graduate program with 
application fee by the established deadline." 
  
Add the following: "The university uses a selective admission process for admitting students to 
graduate programs.  Meeting minimum admissions criteria does not guarantee admission to the 
graduate program or to the University as a graduate student." 
  



If you will be admitting international students, add sections 5 and 6 of the graduate program curriculum 
checklist.   
  
Graduation Requirements 
  
Add the following to the transfer credit paragraph: "Graduate credits accepted from another regionally 
accredited institution or equivalent shall have been completed within four years of the graduate 
student's matriculation into the graduate program and cannot be older than six years at the time of 
graduation with a master's degree from the University." 
 
New Courses  
INFO 6200-Python for Applied Artificial Intelligence 
INFO 6300-Cloud Computing 
Need to add the following prerequisite to the above two courses: "Admission to MS in Applied Artificial 
Intelligence program or permission of graduate program director." 
 
TECH 6100-Foundations of Artificial Intelligence 
TECH 6200-Artificial Intelligence in Business 
TECH 6250-Ethical, Legal, and Social Implications of Artificial Intelligence 
TECH 6550-People and Culture 
TECH 6730-Data Strategy and Management for Artificial Intelligence 
TECH 6750-Strategic Implementation of AI Systems 
TECH 6910-Applied AI Capstone Project 
 
Course Change 
CS 6480-Deep Learning 
 
Graduate Faculty Eligibility Requirements 
College of Science graduate faculty recommended no changes to the College of Science Graduate Faculty 
Eligibility Requirements.  Graduate Council decided to table this item until the next Graduate Council 
meeting. 
 
Duolingo English Test 
UVU has begun accepting Duolingo scores for English proficiency for undergraduate international 
admissions.  
 
Policy 510 Section 4.5 3) requires international students to achieve a a TOEFL score of 80 iBT (550 pBT) 
or higher, or an IELTS band score of 6.5 or higher within the past two years. 
 
A Duolingo score of 105 is equivalent to a TOEFL score of 80 or an IELTS score of 6.5. 
See The City University of New York (CUNY) TOEFL/IELTS/Duolingo Score Comparisons 
 
Should the Graduate Council approve the use of a Duolingo score of 105 or higher for English 
proficiency for graduate international admissions? 

• Jeff Williams included links to two research papers addressing the Duolingo English Test (you 
may want to conduct your own literature review as well): 

https://www.uvu.edu/graduatestudies/docs/graduatecouncil/facultyguidelines-science.pdf
https://www.uvu.edu/graduatestudies/docs/graduatecouncil/facultyguidelines-science.pdf
https://www.cuny.edu/admissions/undergraduate/apply/toefl/


o Wagner, E. 2020. Duolingo English Test, Revised Version July 2019. Language Assessment 
Quarterly 17 (3): 300-315. https://doi.org/10.1080/15434303.2020.1771343  

o Isaacs, T., R. Hu, D. Trenkic, and J. Varga. 2023. Examining the predictive validity of the 
Duolingo English Test: Evidence from a major UK university. Language Testing 40 (3): 
748-770. Https://doi.org/10.1177/02655322231158550  

 
It was noted that Southern Utah University requires a Duolingo score of 110 for graduate admissions: 
(See International Graduate Student Admission Requirements | SUU).  It was also noted that Duolingo 
has updated their comparability chart with other English proficiency tests.   
 
Concern was expressed with possible security and reliability issues with the Duolingo test.  The council 
desired further data before making a decision, so the Duolingo test admission question was tabled.  
 
 

https://doi.org/10.1080/15434303.2020.1771343
https://doi.org/10.1177/02655322231158550
https://www.suu.edu/international/graduate-admission-requirements.html

