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How do we make the Federal Convention of 1787 
comprehensible, manageable, palatable, and practical 
for young people?

• context
• Shays’ Rebellion

• people
• Randolph, Morris, Washington

• debate procedures
• Committee of the Whole

• outcomes
• Article 1

• applications
• separation of powers



Judicial Branch: 
Interprets the law

plaintiff
defendant
witness
evidence
indictment
hearing
plea deal
elements of a trial
jury
mistrial
due process
precedent
rule of law
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Teaching History, 
Learning Citizenship











A legacy of 
compromise…



The latest call for compromise…



Perspective Taking



Write down the 
most important 

thing that 
happened at 

this school last 
week?



Now write 
what you think 
the person to 

your left wrote 
about.



What thought 
process did you 
go through to 
try to figure 

out what they 
wrote?



Constitutional 
Convention 
Background



A FEDERAL government that represents states

 
 

v 

 

v 

2 Representatives 2 Representatives 2 Representatives

State A State B State C

2 representatives for every state. 
Different representation of the people (1/30, 1/5, 1/10).



A NATIONAL government that represents people

 
 

v 

 

v 

6 Representatives 1 Representatives 2 Representatives

State A State B State C

1 representative for every 10 people. 
Different representation of the states.



A national government that represents people

 
 

v 

 

v 

6 Representatives 1 Representatives 2 Representatives

State A State B State C

Who prefers this system?



A federal government that represents states

 
 

v 

 

v 

2 Representatives 2 Representatives 2 Representatives

State A State B State C

Who prefers this system?



How did the 
delegates at the 
Constitutional 
Convention work 
through their 
disagreements to 
reach a 
compromise?

• How did the differing perspectives of 
delegates from the populous states and 
the small states lead to disagreements at 
the Constitutional Convention?

• What type of dialogue was likely to lead 
to compromise?

• What types of dialogue decreased the 
likelihood of compromise?





Sourcing



Close Reading



Perspective 
Taking



Instructions 

for Delaware’s 

delegates

Delaware’s General 

Assembly (state 

legislators) Feb 1787

They are there 

only to revise.

Once they start talking about revising the single 

vote in the federal legislature they lose their 

authority to be there.
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Activity 
Debriefing

• What were some of the main arguments 
for equal representation in Congress? For 
proportional representation?

• How did the perspectives of the delegates 
change as the convention continued, 
allowing them to reach the Great 
Compromise?

• What are some of the main barriers to 
compromise? How can these barriers be 
overcome?



Connections 
to current 
events

• What factors contributed to or hindered 
the recent compromise on the debt 
ceiling?

• How did your Congressional 
representatives participate in the debate 
and vote on the debt ceiling?



Connections 
to civic 
engagement

• How might perspective recognition help in 
civic engagement?



Teaching 
Debriefing

• How would you adapt this for your 
classroom?
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