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Vocabulary Drill



Power Grab

• The president decides to give Montana to 
Canada in return for a private hunting 
lodge in Saskatchewan for him and his 
family. He formalizes the deal in a treaty.

• You are a member of the Senate. What 
can you do to stop the president? Where 
do you find this authority?

He shall have power, by and 
with the advice and consent 
of the Senate, to make 
treaties, provided 2/3 of the 
senators present concur;

Article 2, Section 2, Clause 2





Madison, Federalist #51



Legislative Executive Judicial

National, Federal

State

County/City



Article 4 Section 3



Utah Enabling Act 1895

Second: That the people inhabiting 
said proposed State do agree that they 
forever disclaim all right and title to the 
unappropriated public lands lying 
within the boundaries thereof; and to 
all lands lying within said limits owned 
or held by any Indian or Indian tribes; 
and that until the title thereto shall 
have been extinguished by the United 
States, the same shall be and remain 
subject to the disposition of the United 
States, and said Indian lands shall 
remain under the absolute jurisdiction 
and control of the Congress of the 
United States;



Who gets to 
decide what 
happens on land 
in Utah?





Bears Ears 
National 
Monument







Article 4 Section 3



Congress

President















Who should make decisions about land and resource access and use? 
What should be the guiding principles in seeking consensus?



Who should make decisions about land and resource access and use? 
What should be the guiding principles in seeking consensus?

• Federal government 
representing concerned citizens 
across the nation

• State government representing 
concerned citizens across the 
state

• Local government and residents

• Tribal government and members











Classroom Consensus 
Document



Bears Ears



1. Statement of 
Personal Beliefs 
about the Issue

What are three policies you would 
strongly support regarding the balance of 
federal, state, and local control of land?

What is the most pressing issue regarding

Federal v. local 
control of land

Bears Ears as case



2. Group 
Statement 
about the Issue

With a partner identify 
two policies you could 
support regarding the 

balance of federal, state, 
and local control of land?



3. Class 
Statement 
about the Issue

As a class create a policy 
we could all support 

regarding the balance of 
federal, state, and local 

control of land?



4. Teacher or 
student(s) 
write a policy 
paper

“Ms. Teacher’s fourth period 
class respectfully submits 
the following suggestions 
for balancing federal, state, 
and local control of land in 
Utah.”



5. The policy 
paper is shared 
with those in 
power

Students sign the 
document or write a 
dissenting paper to 
be submitted with it.



Resources for teaching about federalism:

https://www.uvu.edu/ccs/federalism-index/index.html
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Current and recent issues involving federalism:



Current and 
recent issues 

involving 
federalism:



Debriefing
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