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Who should make decisions about land and resource access and use? 
What should be the guiding principles in seeking consensus?



Who should make decisions about land and resource access and use? 
What should be the guiding principles in seeking consensus?

• Federal government 
representing concerned citizens 
across the nation
• State government representing 

concerned citizens across the 
state
• Local government and residents
• Tribal government and members











Classroom Consensus 
Document



Bears Ears



1. Statement of 
Personal Beliefs 
about the Issue

What are three policies you would 
strongly support regarding the balance of 
federal, state, and local control of land?

What is the most pressing issue regarding

Federal v. local 
control of land Bears Ears as case



2. Group 
Statement 
about the Issue

With a partner identify 
two policies you could 
support regarding the 

balance of federal, state, 
and local control of land?



3. Class 
Statement 
about the Issue

As a class create a policy 
we could all support 

regarding the balance of 
federal, state, and local 

control of land?



4. Teacher or 
student(s) 
write a policy 
paper

“Ms. Teacher’s fourth period 
class respectfully submits 
the following suggestions 
for balancing federal, state, 
and local control of land in 
Utah.”



5. The policy 
paper is shared 
with those in 
power

Students sign the 
document or write a 
dissenting paper to 
be submitted with it.



Resources for teaching about federalism:



Current and recent issues involving federalism:



Current and 
recent issues 

involving 
federalism:



Debriefing


