
RECONSTRUCTION

CLI DAY 3



Essential Question
How did congressional civil rights leaders and those who 
oppose them demonstrate a commitment to preserving the 
Union?



Intro
Hook: Watch the first 2:30 

minutes of this video about the 
caning of Charles Sumner: 

https://www.youtube.com/watch
?v=jsxQv_bjuAE

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=jsxQv_bjuAE
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=jsxQv_bjuAE


Standards 

U.S. I Standard 4.3: Students will use historic case studies and current 
events to trace how and explain why the rights, liberties, and 
responsibilities of citizens have changed over time. 

U. S. GOV Standard 2.1: Students will use historic and modern case 
studies, including Supreme Court cases, amendment initiatives, and 
legislation to trace the application of civil liberties, civil rights, and 
responsibilities spelled out in the Constitution, the Bill of Rights, and 
other amendments.



Terms & Concepts
● Enfranchisement/elective franchise – the right to vote  
● Freedmen – newly freed slaves 
● Sovereignty – deciding power within a sphere of influence 
● Apportionment of representation – the number of representatives a given 

state should have in Congress 
● Enumeration – specific naming or listing of items, e. g. naming or listing of 

powers of Congress in Art. I, Sec. 8 of the Constitution



Content Knowledge

● The concern for representation in 
Congress for the Southern States.

● The fear was that the Southern States 
would undo the progress made by the 
predominantly Republican Congress in civil 
rights matters.

● A Joint Committee was created.
● While this was happening, congress tried 

to pass a law to protect the rights of newly 
freed slaves and give them equal 
protection under the law. 
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