
Women’s Suffrage in Utah
History of Women’s Suffrage in Utah Prior to the 

1895 Constitutional Convention



VOTE

Should junior high/middle schools and high 
schools use the block schedule?



History of Suffrage in Utah
Right to Vote in Utah Territory

First to Vote



Edmunds Tucker Anti-Polygamy Act
In the territory of Utah, women had the right to vote until 1887 when the Edmunds-Tucker 
Act was passed. This act was meant to end polygamy within the Church of Jesus Christ of 
Latter-Day Saints, but also took away women’s rights to vote within the territory. This right 
was restored in 1895 when it was included in the Utah Constitution which says, 

“The rights of citizens of the State of Utah to vote and hold office shall not be denied 
or abridged on account of sex.” - Utah Constitution, Article IV



Martha Hughes Cannon
First Female State Senator in the 

United States



Seraph Young
First Woman in the United States 

to Vote under a women’s equal 
suffrage law



B.H. Roberts

Delegate in the Utah Constitutional 
Convention. Opposed women’s 

suffrage in debates on the suffrage 
article of the Utah Constitution. 



Heber M. Wells
First Governor of the State of Utah.

Argued in favor of Women’s Suffrage 
in the debates in convention.



1850

Utah Established 
as a U.S. Territory

Women’s Suffrage 
Bill Passes the 
Utah Territory 

Legislature

1870

Edmunds Tucker 
Act is Passed

In an effort to get rid 
of Polygamy, this act 

revoked Womens’ 
Rights to vote in the 

Territory of Utah

1887

Church Issues 
Manifesto Ending 

Polygamy

1890

Utah Constitution 
Passes

Guarantees Women’s 
Voting Rights in Utah

1895

19th Amendment 
Passes

1920



Go to https://quillproject.net/m2/
Enter the Event Number (e.g. e691470) into the search box on the home page

https://quillproject.net/m2/


This will take you to a Session and an Event in Quill that you can then explore



Question #1 - You can find the proposed text here!



Wrap-Up Questions
1. What is suffrage and why is it important to democracy?
2. Although these debates occurred over 100 years ago, what role 

have they played in US History and the history of the State of 
Utah?

3. Can you think of examples of challenges to voting rights in the 
United States today?



In Depth Wrap-Up Questions
1. Are there people in the United States today that you don’t think 

should vote? Consider groups such as felons or immigrants and 
whether or not they have the right to vote in State, Local, and 
Federal Elections.

2. Even when they do have a legal right to vote, what are ways that 
prohibit people from being able to vote? Consider voting booth 
locations, time off from work to go vote, disabilities, etc.


