American Sign Language & Deaf Studies
ASL 1010 
Syllabus
Course Description
Introduces American Sign Language (ASL) to students with no previous experience with ASL. Employs an immersion approach to language learning. Emphasizes basic expressive and conversational skills. Includes introduction to American Deaf culture. Lab access fee of $10 applies.
This course is an introduction to the basic skills in production and comprehension of American Sign Language (ASL). It includes the manual alphabet and numbers. Develops conversational ability, culturally appropriate behaviors and exposes students to ASL grammar.
Required Materials
· Matthew S. Moore, For Hearing People Only 4th Edition, Volumes 1 and 2(2016). 
Course Outline
· Unit 1 Welcome to the Deaf World! 
· Unit 2 Academics
· Unit 3 Family and Relationship
· Unit 4 Residences and Communities 
Course Rationale & Objectives
Upon successful completion, students should be able to:
1. Demonstrate elementary fluency (both production and comprehension) in American Sign Language in a variety of culturally-based situations.
2. Demonstrate understanding of basic grammatical concepts.
3. Show knowledge of the Deaf-World as a linguistic and cultural minority, including its history and some of the current issues Deaf people face.
4. Show insight into the nature of languages in any medium of transmission.
5. Demonstrate knowledge and recognition of some of the complexities present in the Deaf community, Deaf culture, and the Deaf-World.
6. Demonstrate the ability to interrelate knowledgeably and respectfully within the context of Deaf Community, Deaf culture, and the Deaf-World. 
7. Traits Upon successful completion, students should have the following attitude(s)/traits: 1 - An appreciation for and tolerance of various forms of biological and cultural diversity among humans.
Assignments and Grades
Note: All assignments are due at midnight on the assigned date.
 
Course Grading System:
Your comprehension and production skills will be evaluated regularly. You will also be evaluated on your preparation for class activities and your assignments outside of the class.
 
Participation Discussion (5%)
Students are responsible for learning the material discussed and finishing assignments given. Any changes to the schedule will be announced.
 
TRUE+WAY ASL (TWA) e-Workbook assignments/ Quiz/ For Hearing People Only (20%)
This workbook is designed to retain and reinforce what is learned in the classroom. Complete the assigned workbook assignments by assigned due dates announced in the class.
You are required to read the assigned chapter. All quizzes will be open book, so your responses are expected to be thorough and thoughtful. Quizzes may not be taken late.

	ASL 1010 For Hearing People Only Weekly Readings (4th Edition)

	Week #
	Chapter 

	2
	1, 7

	4
	11, 13

	6
	14, 15

	8
	17,18

	10
	19, 20 

	12
	24, 25, 27

	14
	28, 29, 30

	16
	35, 37, 38

	18
	42, 43, 44

	20
	49, 50, 51, 52

	22
	63, 67, 72, 73

	24
	74, 75, 79, 80

	26
	84, 85, 86

	28
	90, 91, 92



 
ASL Group/ ASL Lab/ ASL activity (25%)
You can meet with an ASL tutor for 15-30 minutes. You can sign up for an appointment here - https://www.uvu.edu/lang/hub/ 

You will have practice with an ASL group for 20-30 mins and 7 times in a year. You have practice conversation with the students who know ASL.

You will have to go ASL activity 2 times in a year. 
Capture moments from your activity with photographs. Submit these images along with a one-page summary on Canvas under “ASL Activity Pictures and Summary.”  Your summary should reflect on the learning outcomes, areas for improvement, and your overall experience, highlighting both positive and negative aspects.

ASL is deeply connected to Deaf culture. Activities might include researching Deaf history, participating in Deaf community events, or learning about culturally significant practices. Practicing ASL through assignments helps develop fluency and improves one's ability to communicate effectively with Deaf individuals. It builds skills in both receptive (understanding) and expressive (producing) aspects of the language. 
 
Unit Tests SOAR & Comprehension & Production (25%)
The Self-Observation Assessment Review (SOAR) videos at the end of each unit in TRUE+WAY ASL e-Workbook website.
 
Unit tests will cover all material presented to that point of the class. They will include information from quizzes, TRUE+WAY ASL, class notes, handouts, lectures, vocabulary videos, as well as your comprehension and production skills. There will be no make-up of the tests except under circumstances I deem to be extreme or unique.
 
Final Exam Production (25%)
This expressive final will include comprehension and production, information from the workbook, videos shown in and out of class, vocabulary videos, class assignments, and discussions. There will be no make-up of the final exam except under circumstances I deem to be extreme or unique.
See below for what is composed of your final grade:
 
	Assignment
	Weighted Percentage for Course

	Attendance & Participation Discussion
	5%

	E-Workbook Assignments / Quiz/ For Hearing People Only
	20%

	ASL Lab(5)/ ASL Group(7) / ASL Activity(2)
	25%

	Soar & Comprehension & Production Exams
(Unit Test)
	25%

	Final Production Exam
	25%

	Total:
	100%



COURSE EVALUATION
Grading Scale Letter grades are based on this breakdown:
	Grade
	%
	Grade
	%
	Grade
	%

	A
	94-100
	B-
	80-82
	D+
	67-69

	A-
	90-93
	C+
	77-79
	D
	63-66

	B+
	87-89
	C
	73-76
	D-
	60-62

	B
	83-86
	C-
	70-72
	E
	0-59



ASL Zone
This class will be taught in ASL. We will maintain a culturally-appropriate and accessible environment at all times.  There should be no need for spoken language in the classroom (including before or after class). This is a Deaf space. Please help each other respect the ASL Zone!

Essential Learning Outcomes
 Upon successful completion of your coursework at Utah Valley University you should have acquired confidence and proficiency in the following areas: 
1. Integrated & Applied Learning 
2. Intellectual Practical Skills 
3. People of Integrity 
4. Professional Competency 
5. Stewards of Place 
6. Knowledge Foundation Learn more about UVU's Essential Learning Outcomes: https://www.uvu.edu/catalog/ current/policies-requirements/essential-learning-outcomes.html
University Polices
Please check this link. www.uvu.edu/policies/manual/index.html 
UVU Cares
Please check this link. www.uvu.edu/studentcare/
AI Statement 
A note on the use of artificial intelligence (AI) tools. The use of artificial intelligence is not prohibited in itself. AI has many beneficial uses, and you will do well to learn how to use AI tools effectively. We will discuss this during the semester. Just keep in mind, that it is not appropriate to have an AI tool produce work that you submit as your own. It is appropriate to use AI tools to help you develop ideas, explore counter arguments, get feedback on areas your work might improve, and for many other uses. If you find that you are using AI to help you learn (e.g., to take full advantage of your educational opportunity) rather than to do work for you so you can turn something in (e.g., educational obligation), you are probably doing it right. If you copy and paste something, it better have a proper citation. When you see school as an opportunity rather than as an obligation, you open the door to the full benefits.

Schedule(a year)
Unit 1 Welcome to the Deaf World! 
· Unit 1.1: Getting Started
· Unit 1.2: Introduction to ASL 
· Unit 1.3: ASL Foundations
· Unit 1.4: Classroom Actions
· Unit 1.5: Basic Math and Number 

Unit 2 Academics
· Unit 2.1: Types of Schools 
· Unit 2.2: School Environment
· Unit 2.3: Things You do in the Classroom
· Unit 2.4: School Personnel and Colors
· Unit 2.5: School Subjects, Major and Courses 

Unit 3 Family and Relationship
· Unit 3.1: Describing Basic Appearances 
· Unit 3.2: Family, Friends, and Pets
· Unit 3.3: Employment Status
· Unit 3.4: Milestones and Life Events

Unit 4 Residences and Communities 
· Unit 4.1: Transportation 
· Unit 4.2: Housing and Dwellings
· Unit 4.3: Places Around Town
· Unit 4.4: States, Provinces, and Cities 
