Course Syllabus
Biol 1615: College Biology I Laboratory Spring 2026
 Note that this Course Syllabus is comprehensive and unabbreviated; so THIS syllabus should be used as the definitive reference for course information.  The "Simple Syllabus" is an abbreviated version in order to align with recent educational requirements and can be a valuable resource for overview information regarding 1615 in general.  This page is the official Course Syllabus and provides more detail on Biol 1615 policies and procedures; again, it should be considered the most accurate source of information regarding course information.  For any questions or concerns regarding Biol 1615 course policies, refer to this page or your Instructor.
 
Instructor contact info can be found on Canvas
 
 
 
Required Text: NO TEXT REQUIRED – You will be supplied lab manual readings and worksheets via Canvas
 
Required Materials: Computer or electronic device capable of connecting to Canvas.  If you do not have technology or means to access Canvas, you should contact your instructor for alternative options.
 
Course Description
Laboratory course to accompany BIOL 1610. Topics covered include scientific method, biomolecules, cell structure and function, cellular reproduction, Mendelian and molecular genetics, DNA technology, and evolution. 
 
Course Objectives:
Upon successful completion of this course, you should be able to:
 
1. Demonstrate safe and effective use of basic laboratory equipment and reagents.
2. Conduct inquiry – based labs involving the study of biological processes including diffusion and osmosis, photosynthesis, and cellular respiration.
3. Explain the mechanisms governing the functions and/or processes regulating biological macromolecules, cell division, genetics, evolution, and biotechnology.
4. Effectively communicate scientific findings and data interpretations with peers verbally and through written laboratory reports.
5. Incorporate primary, peer – reviewed, scientific literature into written laboratory reports.
 
Student Responsibility: It is up to you to see that the requirements for this course are completed.  This syllabus is your guide to those requirements.  Make certain that you understand what is expected of you.  It is up to you to arrange for time to complete the assignments.  This course is designed for biology majors.  The text should be read BEFORE class.
 
Rules:
You must complete every lab by the due date.  Extensions will only be provided for instances in which documentation showing extenuating circumstances is provided.  Documentation may be in the form of a Doctor’s note, Lawyer’s note, or Military orders. 
Due to the nature of lab set-ups, there are no make – ups of any lab or any portion of a lab.  Flexibility in the form of extended time to complete labs and the attendance policy, has already been built into the course.   Given this flexibility, acceptance of late work will only be allowed under extenuating medical, legal, or military related excuses - These are the only excuses that will be considered and documentation much be provided.  Technical and computer related issues are NOT acceptable excuses for acceptance of late work.  Any documentation requesting an extension on assignments MUST be presented to the instructor as early as possible.  No assignments will be extended beyond one week, unless the documentation specifically states a recommendation not to complete school work during the entire time an extension is being requested.  For instance, if you are in the hospital for 2 weeks with no access to electronics, you should make arrangements to contact your instructor as early as possible and you should obtain a Doctor’s note that says they recommend that you don’t complete any school work during that 2 week period.
 
Do not use Canvas Messaging to contact your instructor unless instructed to do so.  Canvas Messages are unreliable and there is no guarantee that your instructor will receive items sent through this modality.  Use the preferred contact method that your instructor has posted on the front page of the Canvas Course.  Allow 1-2 business days for a response.  If you haven’t received a response within 1-2 business days, contact the Lab manager for assistance (see the note on contacting the lab manager). You MUST have access to equipment suitable to completing an online virtual lab. If you are unable to obtain and complete materials, you should speak to your instructor for options.
Keep a calendar and schedule!  Come to class and submit all assignments on time
 
You should plan to attend lab in-person every week.  If you are unable to do so, due to illness or other extenuating circumstances, you MUST notify your instructor of your absence within 24 hours of the missed class in order to receive accommodations in the form of an alternate lab and quiz.  The quiz requires a password, so be sure to get that from your instructor and DO NOT SHARE IT.  Sharing the access code will be considered a violation of the Student Code of Conduct.  If you share the code, you will receive a zero on the quiz.  If there is more than one incident, you will be removed from the class and receive a grade of E for the semester.  Note that only extenuating circumstances will be accommodated (forgetting class is not an excuse).  No due dates will be extended for completing an “alternate” lab so make sure to contact your instructor as early as possible.  If you are seeking access to the “alternate” lab and are unable to contact your instructor within 24 hours, you will need to provide documentation (doctor’s note, lawyer’s note, or military orders) showing an inability to access email during this time in order for an extension to be granted.  The alternate lab can be used ONCE during the semester for an extenuating circumstance.  Completing additional “alternate” labs significantly changes to objectives of the course and will not be allowed – plan accordingly.  If you are absent from class and do not contact your instructor, you will not be able to complete either version of the worksheet or quiz for a grade.
 
Tardy Policy:
It is important that you are on-time to class so that you receive important announcements and are able to contribute effectively to your groupwork.  Parking, traffic, and any number of other issues can come up, so plan accordingly.  The pre-lab quiz will close 10 minutes after the start of class.  If you are late, you will have until 10 minutes after the start of class time to complete as much of the quiz as you're able before it closes.  If you are more than 10 minutes late to class, you will have no opportunity to complete the pre-lab quiz and will receive a zero on the quiz (regardless of excuse).  The instructor will deduct 20% from your worksheet grade the day if you’re more than 15 minutes late.  If you are more than 20 minutes late, you’ll receive a 50% deduction.  If you are more than 30 minutes late, you may participate but will not receive credit for the worksheet on that day - This will count as an absence.  If you leave lab early for any reason, the instructor will make note of how far your group is on the worksheet and will only provide you a grade up to that point.  No credit will be given for portions of the worksheet that you were not present and playing an active role in completing. A Canvas quiz will need to be submitted at the start of nearly EVERY class to verify the time of your arrival.
 
**A note on being sick**
In general, you should not attend class if you are sick with a contagious illness.  If you believe that you may be contagious, you should contact your instructor ASAP and request an alternate lab to be completed at home.  Access to the alternate lab is limited to ONCE a semester and is at the discretion of your instructor.  You are also provided extra possible points, which can account for another absence if necessary (equivalent to one lab).  More than two adjusted labs (one alternate and equivalent extra possible points) can significantly alter the delivery of the course and will not be allowed.  As stated above, no due dates will be adjusted without documentation showing an inability to complete an assignment in the time allotted. 
If you do come to class showing symptoms of illness (coughing, sneezing, etc.), it is requested that you wear a mask that covers your nose and mouth.  If you are showing symptoms of communicable illness while in the lab classroom, you will be given a disposable face-mask by the lab staff.
Flexibility to the policy on illness is at the sole discretion of the Lab Manager and will always require official documentation justifying a change.
Grading:
	 
	Points each
	Total Points

	Syllabus  & Lab Safety Agreements - FAILURE TO COMPLETE WILL RESULT IN EXPULSION FROM THE COURSE
	-
	-

	11 Lab Assignments
	30
	330

	2 lab reports
	45 and 80
	125

	Peer review of Lab Report 1
	20
	20

	Project Proposal
	60
	60

	11 Pre-Lab Canvas Quizzes/ Syllabus quiz
	20
	220

	
	
	

	Final Poster Presentation (including Poster, Q&A, Contribution disclosure, and sharing agreement)
	65
	65

	6 Graded Project check-ins
	Varied
	65

	1 Face-to-Face Check-in
	20
	20

	Group Evaluations
	30
	30

	Feedback Reviews
	10
	30

	Pre/Post Test
	5 and 25
	30

	Final Practical
	55
	55

	Total
	 
	 1050


 
Note that there are 1050 possible points in the class!  HOWEVER, your final grade will be calculated out of 1000 points.  This means that it’s possible to score over 100%.  This is to allow flexibility with assignments and attendance.  If you have already used your alternate lab and need to miss another day (worksheet and quiz), then you can still earn 100% in the class by obtaining 1000 points.
 
GRADING SCALE (minimum % required for each grade)
 
	A
	A-
	B+
	B
	B-
	C+
	C
	C-
	D+
	D
	D-

	94
	90-93.9
	87-89.9
	83-86.9
	80-82.9
	77-79.9
	73-76.9
	70-72.9
	67-69.9
	63-66.9
	60-62.9


 
 
 
 
Attendance
As stated above, one lab missed lab can be accommodated by means of an “Alternate” online lab.  There are additional points possible in the course that can be used to account for one additional missed worksheet and quiz (or can be used as extra credit if no assignments are missed).  More than 2 absences will begin to negatively impact your grade in the course. 
It must also be noted that labs are hands on and interactive by nature.  Absences from class can have severe impacts on course learning outcomes that are not equitably reflected in points for the course.  For this reason, four or more missed face-to-face classes will result in automatic failure of the course and a grade of E. A class will be considered "missed" for any missing or zero score on a worksheet (including worksheets that received a zero grade due to missing a name and/or from tardiness to class).  Any exception to this policy will be considered on a case-by-case basis by the lab manager.  To be considered for exception, a formal written appeal to the policy must be made directly to the lab manager no later than the last day of in-person lab for the semester, and must include documentation of University Excused Absences.  If you anticipate absences due to sport or club participation, you MUST speak with your instructor at the beginning of the semester to discuss options.
*Note that this policy does not apply to lab 8, which is considered an optional class for attendance
**Also note, if you miss a lab and request the Alternate assignment(s), your instructor will provide it once for the semester.  If you do not complete the alternate lab when provided, your instructor may decline to provide additional access to Alternate Assignments.  In other words, if you ask for an alternate lab, be sure to complete it or else you may not get another.  The lab manager will not alter a decision made by the instructor in this situation.
 
Pre – Lab Quizzes
The purpose of pre-lab quizzes is to ensure that you have the background necessary to complete the lab in a logical and scientific manner. You should read the Background Information for each lab before attending class and completing the corresponding pre-lab quiz. There are a total 11 pre-lab quizzes (this includes the Syllabus Quiz). With the exception of the Syllabus Quiz, these MUST be completed at the start of class.  The first 10 minutes of class will be set aside to complete the quiz in class and the quiz will close after this time.  An access code will be provided by your instructor.  Once the first 10 minutes of class have passed, you will not be able to access the quiz, so be on time!  If you are not present in class, you will automatically receive a zero on the quiz. All quizzes are open note - You may have notes and/or the Background document open during the quiz.  However, quizzes are timed, so you will not have a chance to look up every answer and should prepare by reading the background information BEFORE taking the quiz.  If you run out of time, you will not be given more.  You may NOT use AI, internet searches, websites, or other people as a resource.  Unless otherwise noted by your instructor, all quizzes are individual efforts.
Note that some quizzes may need to be done BEFORE class.  See the Canvas Modules page or ask your instructor for more information.
An alternate quiz and password is required for alternate labs in the case of an absence.  The alternate quiz must be completed before the worksheet and both must be completed before the deadline.
 
Lab Worksheets
Lab worksheets will be posted on Canvas and should be filled out throughout the lab  The Canvas lab manual is meant to guide you through the lab exercises. You should be able to finish all lab exercises within a normal class time (2 hours and 50 minutes), and worksheets will be due by midnight on the day of class. Points will be deducted for missing any of the required sections, poor English, hard to decipher hand – writing and for incorrect answers. The lab 1A worksheet is required of all students regardless of circumstance due to the lab Safety information that is a part of it.  This is a group effort and all members must participate; points will be deducted for any member who is not fully engaged and contributing equitably to the group submission.
Some labs may require you to enter information that will be used in the following week.  More instructions and deadlines will be announced as needed.
Note that a few extra days have been provided to complete the first 2 labs to allow for getting up and running at the start of the term.
 
Partners and Groupwork
Science is collaborative. As such, you will be working in groups for all in-class assignments.  Only one person from each group should submit the collaborative assignment, however all names must be on the assignment in order to receive credit.  In other words, EVERY person should perform every experiment, then meet with their partner/group to complete the worksheet. It is up to the discretion of the group regarding which names to include on any assignment - so if one person does not contribute equitably, they may be excluded by their group.  Grades will only be given to group members who's names are on the assignment!
There are numerous tools available for remote collaboration and you are encouraged to explore what options work best for your group when appropriate. It may be valuable to set aside some time each week that you and your partner/group will meet virtually to discuss collaborative work. You should compare schedules early in the semester to find a time that works regularly. It’s important to note that all members working on the same assignment with their names on the assignment will receive the same grade, so make sure you are satisfied with the submission before it is sent in.  However, if you do not make a significant intellectual contribution to your group's effort, then you may be docked points at the instructors discretion.
 
If students are not making a significant intellectual contribution to group assignments, it is their groups responsibility to address the issue or to notify the instructor in a timely manner.  If the instructor notices a lack of contribution, point deductions may occur at the instructors discretion.  If there are conflicts with your group or groupmate(s), you should speak to your instructor about options. 
Pre and Post Tests
There will be a Pre-test at the start of the semester and a Post-test administered at the end.  The purpose of Pre and Post testing is to assess Learning Objectives within the course.  Testing allows for more intentional evaluation and revision of lab and teaching practices.  The Pre-test will be administered at the start of the semester and is worth 5 points for completion (you are not graded on correctness on the pre-test).  The Post-Test will be administered on the last day of the semester and is worth 25 points.  This isn't enough to drastically change anyone's grade, but can influence grades that are on a border.  The post-test will serve as a Final Exam and will be graded accordingly.   
Lab Reports
You will be required to complete 2 full written lab reports.  They will need to be uploaded via Canvas.  Copyleaks, a plagiarism and AI detector, will be used on the report before a grade will be assigned.  No points will be awarded for plagiarized or AI generated work and all Student Misconduct will be reported to the Dean of Students. More information will be provided by your instructor and via canvas.  The first lab report must be completed on the Scientific Method (mealworm) lab.  The second lab report must be completed on your Student Project.
In respect of the process of Scientific Peer Review, your first lab report will be graded via peer review.  This will be done as a means of obtaining feedback while also being able to see how another group did their report for your own considerations.  In order to accomplish this, EVERY student needs to submit a copy of their group Lab Report.  This will allow the Peer Review to be assigned on an individual basis.
 
Student Designed Research Projects:
You will be required to work with your group to design and complete a multi-week research project.  Each week, you will be prompted to progress through steps in the scientific method by means of weekly “check-ins.”  These check-ins are each worth a different amount of points, but altogether are worth 69 points.  These will help ensure that you are receiving feedback while progressing your project.  You will also be required to submit a Project Proposal for approval by your instructor before proceeding to experimentation - failure to obtain appropriate approval on the Project Proposal may be met with a failing grade on the Second Lab Report and the Poster Presentation.  Note that a plagiarism and AI detector will be used and no AI generated proposals or lab reports will be receive credit.  This project will be the basis of your second lab report and your final Poster Presentation.  More information will be presented by your instructor and will be available through documents on Canvas.  If you or a group-member miss a class, you should complete the check-in on your own (or virtually with your group), then coordinate catch-up before the following week.  ***You will have to work closely with your group to ensure that everyone is working together and contributing while not falling behind.  There will be an opportunity at the end of the semester to evaluate your partners and influence their grade based on their contribution to the group.  Check-in assignments cannot be dropped.  If you aren’t able to come to class, you are encouraged to complete them on Canvas in order to keep up.
Each group will be assigned a unique number by their instructor during a "face-to-face check-in."  Any experiment that involves equipment being loaned should use this number to sign that equipment out.  Additionally, any experiments or materials for project experimentation that are kept in the lab space (with lab manager permission) will need to be labelled with this number.  All materials will also need to be labelled with what they are (eg. "e.coli," "Pea Plants," "pH buffer," etc.).  For safety reasons, failure to label your experiments appropriately will result in all materials being cleaned up and discarded by lab staff.  Penalties for unlabeled materials relating to grades and enrollment will be determined by the instructor or lab manager.
*The "Group and Peer Evaluation" is done at the end of the semester.  Points will be given based on quality of answers when evaluating yourself and your group.  The grade for the final portion of the assignment is solely at your Instructors discretion.  This may be based on several factors, but will ultimately be your instructors evaluation of your contribution to the assignment.  Failure to submit a "Group and Peer Evaluation" assignment by the due date will automatically result in a zero for the entire assignment.
*Supplies are often barrowed from the labs for Student Projects.  Any non-consumable supplies and equipment MUST be returned to the labs upon completion of experimentation.  Failure to return items will result in a grade of "Incomplete" for the semester as well as a Department Hold being placed on your account that will prevent registration, credit transfer, and graduation.  Lost or broken items can be paid for through the UVU Cashier - Contact the Lab Manager for more information on returning or compensating for unreturned lab materials.
*Experiments that do not produce results aligning with your hypothesis is okay and provides information to discuss in your lab report/poster presentation.  This sometimes happens and is a valuable part of science of learning.  However, it may be the case that some experiments fail to produce any viable results at all and may fall into one of two categories as determined by the instructor and/or lab manager:
1. Failure to produce viable results due to circumstances beyond the students control - in this case, you'll need to meet with your instructor to discuss options to complete the lab report and poster presentation.  No points will be deducted from experimentation and assignments will be scored on based on rubric standards.
2. Failure to produce viable results due to improper procedures, neglect of experiment/specimens, poor planning, lack of experimentation, etc. - in this case, you'll need to meet with your instructor to discuss options to complete the lab report and poster presentation.  Points will be deducted from the lab report and poster presentation as determined by the instructor congruent with the circumstances that led to an inability to complete the project.
Poster Presentation
You will be required to create a DIGITAL Poster Presentation on the project you designed. Since the poster will be uploaded to a Canvas Discussion, you are responsible for ensuring that your poster is formatted appropriately and works on Canvas! This is worth 70 points, which is a large portion of your overall grade.
 
Directions for completion of this assignment will be available on Canvas. Posters may not be dropped or rescheduled and must be completed on your student projects
 
Note that failure to complete the poster presentation in the assigned format without a University Excused Absence will result in a point deduction at the discretion of your instructor.
Final Lab Practical
On the last day of lab, you will be required to complete a Final Lab Practical.  The lab practical is intended to evaluate basic skills and knowledge necessary for continued success in science.  In conjunction with the Post-Test and Final Poster, these items encompass the culmination of several Course Learning Objectives.  This Practical will be completed independently and you will not be allowed to use any resources beyond those provided by the Lab Staff.  The Final Practical must be taken during class time on the last assigned day of lab (see schedule or talk with your instructor for more details).  Due to the nature of setting up for the Lab Practical, availability of make-ups will be determined on a case-by-case basis and are at the sole discretion of the Lab Manager.  All requests for make-ups must be made DIRECTLY to the Lab Manager (email to NWilbur@uvu.edu) and must include documentation showing a University Excused Absence for the day/time originally scheduled for the Practical.  We cannot accommodate make-up requests that do not fall under University Excused Absences AND have proper documentation.  Make-ups will ONLY be offered in the week after the Practical was administered in class and will include a limited number of "sign-up" slots.  If you miss the lab practical, this will be counted as an absence, even if you make it up!  Refer to the Attendance Policy for more information.  Failure to complete the Lab Practical in class or to schedule a make-up through the Lab Manager in a time-appropriate manner will result in a score of Zero.
Note that Make-ups are ONLY available for the Lab Practical and are not available for other portions of the class.
Assignment submissions
All assignments must be submitted through Canvas unless otherwise directed by your instructor before the due date.  It is important to note that Canvas will accept submissions in many formats, but will not display some.  For that reason, you are not to submit assignments in formats that aren’t previously approved by your instructor.  You are encouraged to use Word or PDF for all submissions.  If an instructor is unable to access or view an assignment due to formatting or permissions, it will be considered late and will not be accepted.  For instance, if you complete an assignment using Google Docs, submit that assignment, but don’t provide access to it BEFORE the due date, it will be considered late and won’t be accepted.  See the “Rules” portion of the syllabus for information regarding late work.
It should also be noted that Canvas has limitations when it comes to groupwork.  Since multiple group members may open and submit the worksheet, grading is at the discretion of the instructor.  In general, if more than one worksheet is submitted per group, the FIRST worksheet submitted will be the one graded (regardless of completeness).  Instructors may elect to grade a submission other than the first one at their discretion.
Feedback on assignments
Instructors will strive to provide timely and constructive feedback on assignments in written or digital form.  It is the responsibility of the student to review that feedback for all assignments.  For group assignments, where one member of the group submits, the group should coordinate so that all members are able view the feedback.  There are 3 "Feedback Review" assignments placed throughout the semester.  These should be completed as a group and are worth 10 points each.  During the review, you'll be asked to look at any comments your instructor has given on graded assignments.  This is to encourage you to review the information provided and to learn from previous mistakes.
 
Your instructor may request to meet with you regarding any graded aspect of the course in the course before a grade can be assigned.  The request to meet with your instructor may be sent to your UVU email (as this is often the most reliable way to contact students without bringing undue attention in class), but may be requested through other means as well.  Such a meeting may be required in order to properly assess your grade. No credit will be given until the student can arrange time to meet with the instructor.
Instructions and Course/Lab Policies
Following instructions is a vital life skill, and especially important in the setting of a lab where safety can be an issue.  Failure to follow course-related instructions or lab policies from your instructor or lab staff in any format (written, verbal, Canvas announcement, email, PowerPoint, lab signage, email, etc.) may result in penalties that include, but are not limited to: point deductions, expulsion from the lab for the day, removal from the course, reporting to the student conduct office.
Lab Safety
Lab safety information will be discussed in class on the first day of lab.  In order to proceed in the course, you must sign a "Lab Safety Agreement" before the second lab takes place.  This agreement and the information presented in class is meant to help ensure the safety of you, your classmates, instructors, and lab staff.  There are many dangers in lab settings (seen and unseen), so maintaining safety is of the utmost importance.  Failure to follow safety policies in any format (written, verbal, Canvas announcement, email, PowerPoint, lab signage, email, etc.) may result in penalties that include, but are not limited to: point deductions, expulsion from the lab for the day, removal from the course, reporting to the student conduct office, etc.  Any class time or material missed do to violations of lab safety policy cannot be made up and will result in a score of zero for any affected assignments.  An alternate worksheet and quiz may be assigned at the discretion of the instructor if no other alternate assignments have been provided.
 
Cleanliness
It is your responsibility to ensure that the lab stays clean.  There are MANY students that use our classes and no time to clean or reset materials between sections.  Additionally, cleanliness and organization are vital lab skills, especially when considering lab safety concerns.  When you are done with your experiment and/or activities for the day, you are responsible for ensuring that your table, side counters, floor, and any work area is clean of all spills, drips, and potentially hazardous materials.  You are also responsible for ensuring that your lab table and all materials are reset to their original set-ups.  This also applies to shared spaces, such as work-rooms and side-counters.  Please check-out with your instructor each day.  If you arrive and your table is messy, inform your instructor immediately.  Failure to clean up after yourself will result in point deductions for the day.  Consistent and excessive issues will result in removal from the course and a failing grade.
Late add policy
Adding this course late is not recommended.  Much information, including lab safety, is presenting early in the semester.  In addition, group formation and collaborative assignments occur early in the semester.  Lab make-ups are not allowed due to the set-up and arrangements associated.  The attendance policy above will apply to all late registrations.  One alternate lab will be provided per semester and additional points are possible in the course to account for one missed lab.  No due dates will be extended without professional documentation (doctor’s note, lawyer’s note, etc.).  Any additional assignments missed during the period that the student was not enrolled, will receive a zero grade.
 
AI
Plagiarism is the act of appropriating any other person's or group's ideas or work (written, computerized, artistic, etc.) or portions thereof and presenting them as the product of one's own work in any academic exercise or study. This includes copying sentences from sources even if the source is cited. Generating and submitting any material using artificial intelligence also constitutes plagiarism and will result in a grade of zero. Repeated offenses or blatant disregard for policy will result in failure of the course and report made to Student Conduct office.

AI is a tool with potential usefulness. However, AI is also fraught with serious issues. It possesses accuracy problems while simultaneously sounding very confident about its incorrectness. It also frequently generates fake citations and quotations. It cannot understand the complexities and contexts of human communication. Finally, the way AI is trained on other texts poses several ethical questions about copyright and intellectual theft of property (along with uncritically inheriting the biases of the texts it's trained on).
Additionally, AI often underperforms.  Without knowing details of our courses and assignments, AI has been shown to obtain some of the lowest grades on assignments when given Biol 1615 prompts.  If an instructor is not confident whether or not AI was used or lacks the evidence to show usage, then the assignment may be graded as is.
To be clear, unless given written and documented permission from the course instructor, copying any material from AI will be considered plagiarism and means that a student will be held accountable for violating academic integrity. Although many citation guides are already presenting ways to properly use and cite AI, citing AI in your work is not in line with the standards of scientific writing.  As an added note, UVU and Biology 1615 labs utilize an AI Detection service and relies on the results of the detector in the determination of whether or not AI had been used.
Academic Dishonesty
Students should consult the UVU Student Code of Conduct for a complete explanation on Academic Dishonesty: https://policy.uvu.edu/getDisplayFile/5bedd0ef7b23736d542192e3Links to an external site..  Students who commit any form of academic dishonesty may receive a punishment to be determined at the discretion of the instructor or lab manager.  Penalties for dishonesty may include (but is not limited to): receiving a “0” or “E” for an assignment by the instructor, receiving a “0” or “E” in the course, report filed with the Student Conduct Office, Academic Probation, disenrollment from the course, suspension from campus, expulsion from the institute or other sanctions as determined by the instructor, lab manager, or other UVU official.  In any case of student misconduct, a centralized record of the student’s academic dishonesty will be maintained within the Dean of Students Office so that, if future incidents are reported, patterns of behavior can be identified and sanctioned more severely. 
 
The following are some forms of cheating:
· Notes written on body parts, clothing, cheat sheets, etc. at the time of a quiz.
· Any form of communication with your neighbor during a quiz.
· Talking to anyone but the instructor or proctor during a quiz.
· Communicating via cell phones with other people during a quiz.
· Unauthorized notes or books open during in – class quizzes.
· Disclosing or soliciting examination questions to those who may have been absent from a quiz.
· Sharing quiz access code with anyone who isn't present in class or who is in a different section.
· Turning in a laboratory worksheet/report or portions of assignments that were turned in previously (prior semester, etc.)
· Changing or fabricating data from an experiment in any form
· Copying information and/or wording from an unauthorized source (including but not limited to: websites, AI, textbook, background documents, or worksheets) - in other words, all answers given on assignments should be your own ideas and wording
· Turning in a laboratory worksheet/report with portions that have been plagiarized, another student has written or that you were not present for (i.e. not present for the activities in the lab that contributed to the assignment).
 
Attention students needing accommodations
Students who need accommodations because of a disability may contact the UVU Office of Accessibility Services (OAS), located on the Orem Campus in LC 312. To schedule an appointment or to speak with a counselor, call the OAS office at 801-863-8747. Deaf/Hard of Hearing individuals, email nicole.hemmingsen@uvu.edu or text 385-208-2677.
1. Accommodations
Students who need accommodations because of a disability may contact the UVU Office of Accessibility Services (OAS), located on the Orem Campus in LC 312. To schedule an appointment or to speak with a counselor, call the OAS office at 801-863-8747. Deaf/Hard of Hearing individuals, email nicole.hemmingsen@uvu.edu or text 385-208-2677.
 
Title IX
Title IX makes it clear that violence and harassment based on sex and gender (which includes sexual orientation and gender identity/expression) is a civil rights offense subject to the same kinds of accountability and the same kinds of support applied to offenses against other protected categories such as race, national origin, color, religion, age, status as a person with a disability, veteran’s status or genetic information. If you or someone you know has experienced or experiences harassment or sexual assault including, dating and domestic violence, stalking or sexual exploitation, you are encouraged to report it to the Title IX Coordinator in the Office for Equal Opportunity and Affirmative Action, BA-203, (801) 863-7999.
 
Please be aware that all faculty members and university employees are considered “Responsible Employees” and are required to report incidents of sexual misconduct and relationship violence and thus cannot guarantee confidentiality.
 
Please know that you can seek confidential resources at UVU
Student Health Services, SC-221, (801) 863-8876.
Please visit https://www.uvu.edu/equityandtitleixLinks to an external site. for more information.
 
A note on contacting the Lab Manager
In general, all conflicts should be resolved between the student and their instructor of record.  Access to alternate labs, extensions, or grade disputes should FIRST be discussed with your instructor.  If a resolution is not reached, or your instructor has not responded to a message within 1-2 business days, you are welcome to reach out to the Lab Manager for assistance.  In general, the lab manager will review existing syllabus policies and make a judgment within and based on existing policy. 
 
Lab Manager: Nick Wilbur
Contact: nwilbur@uvu.edu
Office: SB 158
 
Biology 1615 Lab Schedule and topics: Fall 2024
Please take a close look at the schedule and plan accordingly!
	Lab Name and Number
	Lab #

	Lab #1 Laboratory Safety and Scientific Method 1
	1

	Lab #2 Scientific Method 2 - experimentation, data analysis
	2

	Lab Report #1
	3

	Lab #3 Metric System and Solutions
	3

	Lab #4 Biological Macromolecules
	4

	Project Proposal
	5

	Lab #5 Microscopes, Osmosis and Cell Structure
	5

	Lab #6 – Cellular Respiration (Quiz done outside of class BEFORE lab starts)
	6

	Lab #7 - Photosynthesis (Quiz done outside of class BEFORE lab starts)
	7

	Lab #8 -Student Designed Project Experimentation
	8

	Lab #9 Cell Division
	9

	Lab Report #2
	 

	Lab #10 Mendelian Genetics
	10

	Lab #11 DNA Technology
	11

	Lab #12 Population Genetics
	12

	FINAL POSTER PRESENTATIONS
	13


– DO NOT PROCRASTINATE – Your instructor will have limited ability to assist you with last minute questions/problems – get things done early so that you have time to get help if you need it
 
All content in this syllabus is subject to change at the discretion of Lab Manager.  Changes will only be made in the case of extreme situations beyond the control of the labs or University.

