Utah Valley University
Department of Dance 
Intermediate Modern Dance  
DANC 1410R-001
Spring 2026
Face to Face
M W 8:00 AM – 9:20 AM
F 8:00 AM – 8:50 AM 
RL 153F
“Come as you are. UVU has a place for you.” - President Tuminez
Instructor:  	Brianna McKelleb (she/her)
Email:   	Brianna.McKelleb@uvu.edu and through Canvas
Office Hours:  after class or by appointment

*I have an open-door policy. Please speak with me at any point about concerns regarding the course, procedures, or interpersonal classroom relationships. All questions or observations are welcome. This syllabus is subject to change as the instructor sees fit to accommodate the needs of the students and the class materials. 
COURSE DESCRIPTION 
This is an intermediate course to give students continued experience in modern/contemporary dance technique. Students will be given the opportunity to explore and improve their technical, performance and compositional skills. The course will emphasize strength, flexibility, core support, coordination, and movement expression. Dance material will be presented at a moderate pace to develop skill in observing and mastering clarity of movement and sequences. An emphasis on injury prevention through proper technique will be stressed.

COURSE OBJECTIVES  
To successfully complete this course the student will:
· Be committed to active and respectful participation of each class.
· Demonstrate a cognitive and physical understanding of correct principles of alignment, balance, and coordination.
· Heighten awareness of artistic dance principles like musicality, improvisation, and effort.
· Show an understanding of correct alignment, coordination, and bio-mechanical efficiency.
· Develop a personal performance style.
· Be open to self-reflection and constructive criticism.

MATERIALS 
Students should be in appropriate dance clothing (see requirements for details). Please bring a smartphone, camera, or other means to videotape yourself for the Midterm. Make sure you have enough space on your recording device before class begins.


REQUIREMENTS 
Participation/Attendance:  60%
The participation portion of your grade considers how you engage in class on a daily basis. Regular and fully invested participation is of utmost importance in order for the students to achieve their potential in the class. This is a participation-based class. How you take class influences not only your own learning but also influences the learning environment of the class and the learning of others. Class will begin at 8:00 AM. Arrive early and be prepared to start on time. Anyone arriving after 8:00 AM will be marked tardy. The following list reflect the standards of professionalism in the dance world and are crucial to achieving success in dance. Follow these behaviors and practices to ensure you receive full participation points.

· Remove your street shoes before you step in the studio so that the studio floors are protected and use cubbies to avoid clutter in the studio.
· Arrive to class early enough to put your belongings in the indicated spots and be out on the floor ready to begin class.
· Wear dance clothes that allow the instructor to see your alignment, movement initiation and sequencing. If the room is cold, have close-fitting layers that can be taken off as you warm up. In order to facilitate movement in and out of the floor, pants/tights must cover thighs and knee pads may be desired. For safety, please do not wear pants that drag on the ground.  
· Hair must be pulled away from the face. No dangly earrings or sharp jewelry.
· Good personal hygiene.
· Dancing barefoot is preferred; however, socks or other types of dance footwear are accepted.
· Maintain focus and concentration throughout the class. This includes carefully observing demonstrations, asking pertinent questions, fully committing to performing all movement, insightfully contributing to discussions, and listening to and responding to general and specific critiques.
· Refrain from talking with or otherwise distracting other members of the class.
· No phones during class.
· Actively engage in collaborative learning when the opportunity arises. Observe carefully and offer thoughtful and specific feedback, remembering that you learn both as an observer and as the one being observed.
· No food/drink, except H2O (no gum)

Department of Dance Attendance and Observation Policy:
This policy is designed to encourage regular attendance while ensuring students can care for themselves if health-related issues arise. Attendance is essential and critical to a student's success in this class. Continuous engagement with this course through in-person attendance assists students in achieving the designated learning objectives and outcomes and prepares them for the professional demands of the field. In addition, your attendance contributes significantly to the classroom culture and joint enterprise of collective learning. The class will be discussing course material actively, and the instructor will guide students through daily activities during class to engage students with the material.  
A designated number of absences is allowed based on the number of days per week a class meets before absences impact your final grade. If a class meets for 5 days per week, then 10 absences are allowed. If a class meets for 2 days per week, then 4 absences are allowed. SIX discretionary days are allowed for this course. Please note there is no distinction between excused and unexcused absences. Your professors strongly encourage you to manage your absences wisely, reserving them for genuine health-related issues. If you miss class, it is your responsibility to connect with a peer to review missed material. Missing a significant number of days, even within your discretionary absences, impacts your ability to meet course objectives successfully, resulting in lower skills or participation grades. Additionally, excessive absences increase the possibility of injury. To reiterate, discretionary absences are to be utilized for health-related issues that arise during the semester.  
Exceeding the allotted absences will result in percentage deductions of the final grade as follows: For each additional absence beyond the number allotted, a grade will drop by one letter. A grade of A will drop to a B with one additional absence, to a C with two additional absences, and so forth.  A student's starting letter grade reflects their performance on assignment criteria for the course. As such, a student's starting letter grade may not be an A. Please consult Canvas or your instructor if you have questions about your earned grade and how excessive absences might impact your final grade.   
Arriving late or leaving early constitutes an absence; if a student arrives 15 minutes late after class begins or leaves 15 minutes early or otherwise misses more than 15 minutes in total. Three tardies (of less than 15 minutes per class) will result in an absence. One observation day is allowed without penalty, outside of the allotted absences. If you require more than one observation day due to an injury, please consult your instructor. Students must speak with the instructor at the beginning of class to determine expectations of the observation day (i.e., note-taking, verbal participation).  
To help maintain a consistent classroom culture, please refrain from stockpiling discretionary absences and using them all at the end of the semester. The concluding two weeks of the semester are vital for final assignments, evaluations, and showing preparation. Your presence during this time, in part, maintains goodwill among the class constituency and enables the successful execution of final course material. 
If a student experiences an “extenuating circumstance” that results in excessive absences, they may be eligible for an “Incomplete.” The term “extenuating circumstances” includes: 
(1) incapacitating illness which prevents a student from attending classes (usually more than five consecutive class days); (2) a death in the immediate family; (3) change in work schedule as required by employer; or (4) other emergencies deemed acceptable by the instructor. 
Please note: Students who are granted an Incomplete will be required to make up all missed absences and assignments, not just the absences that exceeded the allotted number for the class. (Ex: 10 discretionary absences are allotted for classes that meet 5 days a week. If a student goes over by 5 absences (15 total absences), and qualifies for an Incomplete, they would be required to make up all 15 absences to fulfill the Incomplete. To learn more about an “Incomplete,” visit   
UVU Academic Policies and StandardsLinks to an external site..Links to an external site. Please consult your instructor to discuss the possibility of an "Incomplete."  

Skill/Improvement:  10%
	While the main objective of the course is to expose students to the joy of modern dance, students will need to demonstrate growth and technical mastery of basic skills to receive full points.

Concert Attendance with Reflection:  10%
Students are required to attend a dance performance. Experiencing dance in a live setting deepens our understanding of artistry, fosters inspiration, and supports the local arts community. After attending the performance, students will submit a written reflection describing what they observed, along with proof of ticket purchase, via Canvas (see Canvas for full details). Students must choose a performance from the approved list. If you would like to attend a performance not included on the list, you must request approval before attending. Performances that are not approved by the instructor in advance will not count toward this assignment.

Midterm:  10%
Students will be evaluated throughout the whole class to be provided feedback to work on for the rest of the semester. The class will be recorded so I can give personal, detailed evaluations of each student. See Canvas for more details.

Final:  10%
Students will perform a movement phrase and be evaluated on technique and artistry. Within the choreography there may be opportunities for original composition and personal choreographic choices. The students will videotape their performance and write a self-evaluation to be submitted on Canvas. See Canvas for more details. 

FINAL EXAM DATE: Monday, April 27th 7:00 AM – 8:50 AM

UVU Grading Scale:
    A = 93.6 % - 100%        
    A- =90% - 93.5% 
    B+ =86.6% - 89.9%
    B = 83.6% - 86.5%        
    B- =80% - 83.5% 
    C+ = 76.6% - 79.9%
    C = 73.6% - 76.5%        
    C- = 70% - 83.5%    
    D+ =66.6% - 69.9
    D = 63.6% - 66.5%        
    D- =60% - 63.5%

OTHER INFORMATION 
Safety Guidelines for Studio Dance Courses
This is a studio dance course where students engage in aerobic movement and depend on their vestibular system for balance. Essential dance maneuvers in this course will include interdependent weight-sharing or lifting of dance partners, aerial maneuvers, use of potentially dangerous props or equipment, dancing near the edge of a stage drop, or the like. Safe participation, therefore, depends on each student’s physical, mental, and proprioceptive capacity to reliably maintain consciousness, balance, and motor functions. If you anticipate that a physical or medical condition, including a disability, may impact your ability to meet these essential aspects of the course, please contact Accessibility Services to explore accommodation options. The Dance Program is committed to collaborating with Accessibility Services and you to identify and implement reasonable accommodations while upholding the core learning objectives of this course.

Physical Contact
Participation in movement classes regularly utilizes human contact as a mode of instruction and feedback. In addition to demonstration and verbal instruction, the use of physical contact may be employed as a method of communicating kinesthetic and proprioceptive information, lines of energy, body awareness and connection. If you prefer to not receive touch as a means of learning—either for the entire semester or on any given day—it is the responsibility of the student to inform the instructor before class. Your grade will not be affected by this choice.

Classroom Culture Statement
The classroom community is central to learning in this course. Students are expected to invest creatively, critically, and intellectually in the exploratory process of learning by asking questions, contributing constructively to discussions, attempting exercises with committed goodwill, receiving and assimilating feedback, and showing respect for other students and the instructors.
Your instructors will make every effort to foster a learning environment that models radical hospitality, which is the explicit welcoming of diverse perspectives. Classes will honor our group’s assets, gifts, and talents, ultimately informing the collective approach to movement practices. Our group will affirm individual pronouns and validate the lived experiences of our classmates. Please be respectful of everyone in the room to ensure that the class supports an inclusive community where all members feel empowered to take risks and grow.
Class is an ideal time for you to test out, challenge, and develop ideas as you add your unique artistry to the field of dance, and support each other as colleagues. We will engage in this work with a foundation of respect and attention to building resilience through self- and collective care.
Mental Health and Wellness Statement
As a student, you may experience a range of issues that can cause barriers to learning, such as strained relationships, increased anxiety, alcohol/drug problems, feeling down, difficulty concentrating and/or lack of motivation. These mental health concerns or stressful events may lead to diminished academic performance or reduce a student’s ability to participate in daily activities. To learn more about Utah Valley University’s Mental Health Services, please visit Mental Health ServicesLinks to an external site.. 24-hour emergency help is also available through the 24/7 National Suicide Prevention Hotline at 1-800-273-TALK or at 988 LifelineLinks to an external site..

Using Remote Testing Software
☒ This course does not use remote testing software.
☐ This course uses remote testing software. Remote test-takers may choose their remote testing locations. Please note, however, that the testing software used for this may conduct a brief scan of remote test-takers’ immediate surroundings, may require use of a webcam while taking an exam, may require the microphone be on while taking an exam, or may require other practices to confirm academic honesty. Test-takers therefore shall have no expectation of privacy in their test-taking location during, or immediately preceding, remote testing. If a student strongly objects to using test-taking software, the student should contact the instructor at the beginning of the semester to determine whether alternative testing arrangements are feasible. Alternatives are not guaranteed.

Accommodations/Students with Disabilities
Students needing accommodations due to a permanent or temporary disability, pregnancy or pregnancy-related conditions may contact UVU Accessibility ServicesLinks to an external site. at accessibilityservices@uvu.edu or 801-863-8747. Accessibility Services is located on the Orem Campus in BA 110. Deaf/Hard of Hearing students requesting ASL interpreters or transcribers can contact Accessibility Services to set up accommodations. Deaf/Hard of Hearing services can be contacted at DHHservices@uvu.edu. DHH is located on the Orem Campus in BA 112.

Academic Integrity
At Utah Valley University, faculty and students operate in an atmosphere of mutual trust. Maintaining an atmosphere of academic integrity allows for free exchange of ideas and enables all members of the community to achieve their highest potential. Our goal is to foster an intellectual atmosphere that produces scholars of integrity and imaginative thought. In all academic work, the ideas and contributions of others must be appropriately acknowledged and UVU students are expected to produce their own original academic work. 
Faculty and students share the responsibility of ensuring the honesty and fairness of the intellectual environment at UVU. Students have a responsibility to promote academic integrity at the university by not participating in or facilitating others' participation in any act of academic dishonesty. As members of the academic community, students must become familiar with their rights and responsibilitiesLinks to an external site.. In each course, they are responsible for knowing the requirements and restrictions regarding research and writing, assessments, collaborative work, the use of study aids, the appropriateness of assistance, and other issues. Likewise, instructors are responsible to clearly state expectations and model best practices. 
Further information on what constitutes academic dishonesty is detailed in UVU Policy 541: Student Code of ConductLinks to an external site..

Equity and Title IX
Utah Valley University does not discriminate on the basis of race, color, religion, national origin, sex, sexual orientation, gender identity, gender expression, age (40 and over), disability, veteran status, pregnancy, childbirth, or pregnancy-related conditions, citizenship, genetic information, or other basis protected by applicable law, including Title IX and 34 C.F.R. Part 106, in employment, treatment, admission, access to educational programs and activities, or other University benefits or services. Inquiries about nondiscrimination at UVU may be directed to the U.S. Department of Education’s Office for Civil Rights or UVU’s Title IX Coordinator at 801-863-7999 – TitleIX@uvu.edu – 800 W University Pkwy, Orem, 84058, Suite BA 203.

Religious Accommodation
UVU values and acknowledges the array of worldviews, faiths, and religions represented in our student body, and as such provides supportive accommodations for students. Religious belief or conscience broadly includes religious, non-religious, theistic, or non-theistic moral or ethical beliefs as well as participation in religious holidays, observances, or activities. Accommodations may include scheduling or due-date modifications or make-up assignments for missed class work.
To seek a religious accommodation, a student must provide written notice to the instructor and the Director of Accessibility Services at accessibilityservices@uvu.edu. If the accommodation relates to a scheduling conflict, the notice should include the date, time, and brief description of the difficulty posed by the conflict. Such requests should be made as soon as the student is aware of the prospective scheduling conflict.
While religious expression is welcome throughout campus, UVU also has a specially dedicated spaceLinks to an external site. for meditation, prayer, reflection, or other forms of religious expression.

Plagiarism Statement
Plagiarism is the act of presenting another person’s ideas, research or writing as your own. 
Examples include but are not limited to:
· Using another person’s exact language without the use of quotation marks and proper citation.
· Rearranging another’s ideas or material and presenting them as original work without providing proper citation. 
· Submitting another’s work as one’s own; this includes purchasing work from sources such as the internet.
· Submitting a translation of someone else’s words claiming them as one’s own
· Failing to acknowledge collaborators on homework and laboratory assignments.
· Duplicating or submitting work that was originally prepared for another class without the explicit permission of the instructor; or knowingly aiding another student who is engaged in plagiarism.

Generative AI
Faculty Senate and UVU Academic Administration expect faculty to include a Generative AI statement within their course syllabi. Student support services will be directing students to look at their syllabi to discover their individual faculty’s acceptable use of generative AI. Please go to the dropdown for Generative AI at OTL Syllabus ChecklistLinks to an external site. for examples that best suit the needs of your class.
