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WHAT DO UVU STUDENTS KNOW :
FIREARM POLICY ON CAMPUS?

e HOW SAFE DO THEY FEEL?

UNIVERSITY

e DOES THIS AFFECT LEARNING AT UVU?



EXPECTATIONS/RISKS

SOME STUDENTS MAY FEEL UNEASY WITH SUBJECT
MAY NOT FEEL SAFE WITH WEAPONS ALLOWED

SEE CONCERN FOR A MORE STRICT POLICY
MAJORITY WITH CONSERVATIVE VIEWS ON FIREARMS

elizabethaferry f MGN


Presenter
Presentation Notes
Expected some students to feel uneasy about the overall policy, as well as that they were not safe because of weapons on campus. We were prepared to provide resources for anyone in need if it brought up anything too uncomfortable for the respondents. Because of this we included an implied consent letter.

 We expected to see a concern that some students might want a stricter policy amid recent news of school shootings and shootings at schools.
Overall, based on the geographic location, we expected that the majority of the answers would reflect conservative views on firearms and the policy - helping them feel generally safe. 


* RESEARCH METHOD BY SURVEY AND ANALYZE RESULTS
AFTERWARD

e BACKGROUND

* OPINIONS ON GUN POLICY AND CONCEALED CARRY
e COMFORT AND SAFETY LEVELS OF FIREARMS

e LEVEL OF COMFORT FOR FIREARMS IN CLASSROOM

* HOW IT MAY AFFECT LEARNING AND CONCENTRATION

LITERATURE REVIEW AND RESEARCH DESIGN


Presenter
Presentation Notes
Literature Review: 


research design and how you collected data including any problems you encountered:
We decided to do our research by survey. We will ask questions to gather quantifying data on their background in gun usage and opinions on concealed carry. We will inquire about their comfort level of safety of having guns in school. We will also get data on if they would feel safer having trained gun holders in their classrooms. We would like to aim questions in a manner to find out if this would affect their learning. We will analyze the data gathered for our report. 


LITERATURE REVIEW

AFFORDING DISASTER: CONCEALED CARRY
ON CAMPUS BY J. M. DIETERLE

CRIME AND FEAR ON CAMPUS BY BONNIE S. FISHER

FORWARD: THE PAST AND FUTURE OF GUNS BY
LINDGREN, JAMES

SWEATING BULLETS: FEMALE ATTITUDES REGARDING
CONCEALED WEAPONS AND THE PERCEPTIONS OF
SAFETY ON COLLEGE CAMPUSES BY RYAN PATTEN


Presenter
Presentation Notes
Literature Review: 
‘Sweating Bullets: Female Attitudes Regarding Concealed Weapons and the Perceptions of Saftey on College Campuses’ comes to mind – three professors from California State University, Chico, surveyed students at their own university to claim ‘the study empirically advances the argument that a majority of women do not want concealed guns on their college campuses (Patten, 2013, pg 269).’ This conclusion is likely extremely biased due to the population surveyed, and they try to use the population of a single university to make assumptions about all universities.  
��A few strengths of the articles I reviewed, that are applicable to my proposed research, include a focus on Utah in regards to concealed carry on campus.  However, an article titled ‘Affording Disaster: Concealed Carry on Campus’ tries to highlight that because of Utah’s large Mormon population, it may not be applicable to other states.  They state ‘Since the United States as a whole does not have a 3:2 Mormon to non-Mormon population, the case may not be generalizable (Dieterle, April 2014, pg 125).’ Utah began allowing concealed carry on college campuses starting in 2004, and a specific law was passed in 2007 explicitly stating public schools cannot exempt themselves by barring concealed carry on their premises
�





* RANDOM SELECTION OF 500 UVU STUDENTS OUT OF
A TOTAL POPULATION OF 35,000

e /2 TOTAL RESPONSES
e« 50/50 MALE/FEMALE

* EVEN THROUGHOUT SCHOOL LEVEL FRESHMAN TO
SENIOR

e MAINLY AGES UNDER 35; LESS THAN 15% WERE
OLDER

e ACCURATE REPRESENTATION OF UVU CAMPUS
e CONFIDENCE INTERVAL OF ABOUT 7; LEVEL 95%

SAMPLE SIZE AND RESPONSE RATE


Presenter
Presentation Notes
Discussion of literature review, research design and how you collected data including any problems you encountered
72 Responders – sent out over holiday break. 14% Response rate. 
To improve the response rate, we sent it out over the weekend mid afternoon when people are taking a break between work and school. They are more likely to respond to a survey in their spare time. Unfortunately, one of the weekends it was sent out was a holiday weekend and didn’t yield as high as results at we expected. 


https://www.thebalancesmb.com/surveys-research-confidence-intervals-2297097 – To calculate Confidence levels and intervals


SURVEY FINDINGS

Independen
Mot political
Other

* MAJORITY CONSERVATIVE

* FIREARM RIGHTS IMPORTANT BUT ONLY HALF
THINK IT'S IMPORTANT ENOUGH TO MAKE AN
IMPACT IN VOTING

e ABOUT HALF FOR STRICTER LAWS

* ABOUT HALF AGAINST



Presenter
Presentation Notes
 
 We expected to see a concern that some students might want a stricter policy amid recent news of school shootings and shootings at schools.
Overall, based on the geographic location, we expected that the majority of the answers would reflect conservative views on firearms and the policy - helping them feel generally safe. 


Concealed Weapons

Utah Valley University complies with state law with regard to weapons on campus. Utah
state law clearly states that a person may not possess a dangerous weapon, firearm, or
sawed-off shot gun on school premises (Utah Code 76-10-505.5) except under certain
conditions. One of these exceptions indicates that this criminal statute is not applicable if
the person is authorized to possess a concealed firearm as provided by the Concealed
Weapon Law. UVU abides by this law and accordingly allows concealed firearm permit
holders to possess their concealed firearm on campus. There is nothing specifically set
forth in the Utah statutes that allows a concealed firearm permit holder to carry that
firearm openly on a college campus. State statute defines a concealed dangerous weapon
as being covered, hidden, or secured in a manner that the public would not be aware of its
presence (Utah Code 76-10-501). As an institution, UVU respects the right of its students
and others to legally carry a concealed firearm under those parameters, as outlined by
state law.

UVU POLICY AND UTAH
STATE LAW

QUESTIONED STUDENTS ON FACTS OF STATE
FIREARM LAWS AND UVU POLICY

1/3 HAVE MISCONCEPTIONS OF STATE
CONCEALED CARRY LAWS AND STATE GUN LAWS

MOST STUDENTS COMFORTABLE WITH UVU POLICY
30% HAVE NO OPINION
16% SUGGEST A STRICTER POLICY FOR SCHOOLS


Presenter
Presentation Notes
There are common misconceptions and misunderstandings regarding Utah’s Gun laws and concealed carry laws. About 1/3 of the responders do not know the current laws in Utah regarding firearms. 

After having the students read through the UVU firearm policy, the majority are comfortable with how they are and believe they should stay the same. About 30% have no opinion and 16% believe it could be improved. 
In general, the improvements they suggest is that the laws and policies surrounding schools should be more strict than they are. 
-They believe it should be more strict, but a good portion doesn’t even know what the policy is. 
-After knowing it, about 75% believe it’s already in the students’ best interest.




SAFETY ON CAMPUS

* SAFETY AFFECTS ABILITY TO LEARN
* GENERALLY STUDENTS FEEL SAFE ON CAMPUS

* KNOWING SOMEONE WHO IS CARRYING FEELS
SAFER

* KNOWING RANDOM PEOPLE CARRYING DOES
NOT AFFECT STUDENTS

* STUDENTS DON'T BELIEVE THEY WOULD BE
AFFECTED IF FIREARMS WEREN'T ALLOWED

93040, 64

| feel safe when | go to campus. Yes/No

Knowing that a student or teacher may have a
concealed weapon in the classroom, is your
concentration affected?

17%
Yes

'f"-: Do you feel your conc
.- be affected knowingthat no,one is carrying?



Presenter
Presentation Notes
With over 90% of students responding positively, students generally feel safe on campus. They also revealed that the feeling of safety affects their learning. 

About 1/3 know someone that regularly brings a firearm to campus. This makes these students feel more safe.

Knowing about these armed persons in a classroom generally does not affect overall concentration for learning. The ones who are affected are more likely to be negatively affected. 

If no one was carrying on campus, most people would feel their concentration unaffected either way. 





Please rate your preference for a policy regarding
guns on school campus. Who do you think should be
allowed to conceal carry?

CONCEALED CARRY

* IT'S MORE IMPORTANT THAT FACULTY HAS A
CONCEALED PERMIT THAN ANYONE

s R * ONLY CONCEALED CARRY HOLDERS AND LAW
firearms on campus. ENFORCEMENT SHOULD BE ALLOWED TO HAVE
FIREARMS ON CAMPUS

* MANDATORY TRAINING SHOULD BE REQUIRED IN
THE CONCEALED PERMIT PROCESS



Presenter
Presentation Notes
They believe that it it’s more important for faculty and staff to have a concealed permit than students. They believe it’s more important that it’s better that students and faculty have concealed carry than to prohibit the guns completely. 
	-even though they don’t believe it would affect their concentration. The students in this survey believe that it’s important to allow concealed carry than to prohibit it all together. 

According to the survey, they believe that you should only be allowed to carry a firearm on campus if you have a permit or if you are law enforcement. There were only a few that stated that absolutely no one should carry on campus at all. 

Almost 90% of students believed that there should be mandatory training required to obtain a concealed weapon permit. Currently in the state of Utah, there is no mandatory training requirement or certification. You attend a class, fill out the paper work, and get a background check. 

Most people would feel about the same if not better having this mandatory training requirement. 
	-since safety is such an important part in the learning process, possible future steps to ensuring this for the future would be to lobby this to the Utah State legislature.





STUDENTS WITH FIREARMS

ABOUT HALF CURRENTLY OWN FIREARMS — MOSTLY
FOR PERSONAL PROTECTION

57% OF FIREARM OWNERS DO NOT HAVE A PERMIT
BUT FEEL THEY ARE READY

MOST STUDENTS HAVE LITTLE TO NO EXPERIENCE
WITH FIREARMS

MORE LIKELY TO SHOOT RECREATIONALLY THAN FOR
HUNTING, WORK, OR OTHER REASONS

25% GREW UP WITH NO ACCESS TO FIREARMS

Rate your personal experience using firearms.



Presenter
Presentation Notes
Just under half of the responders currently own their own firearm. About 8 of these students have carried on campus. The majority of firearm carriers carry for their own protection. The next highest was for hunting and recreational shooting. About 55% carry without a permit even though they feel ready to have one, they still don’t.
	-with less than half of the students who carry having permits to do so, maybe more access and information to getting a permit could help them.

About half of the students responding believe that college students are ready for the responsibilities of a concealed weapon. About 20% kinda agree and about 20% kinda disagree. Noting special cases in which a college student is simply not ready for responsibility.

Some students would carry no matter what the policy says but most are unsure or would not carry at all if the policy stated against it. 

Most people have had little to no experience with fire arms and are more likely to only use them recreationally. 

Their parents are the number one source for access to firearms growing up. There were about 25% that did not have any access to firearms in their home. 




| have had at least one professor discuss the university firearm policy.

How likely do you think a shooting is fo occur on campus
knowing that concealed weapons are allowed?

If there were a shooting
at my school, how
would you feel
knowing there are
armed students/faculty
nearby?¢

FIREARMS AT UVU

MAJORITY OF STUDENTS DON'T CONSIDER IT AN
IMPORTANT FACTOR IN CHOOSING A SCHOOL

MOST TEACHERS HAVE NOT DISCUSSED THE FIREARM
POLICY TO STUDENTS

ALLOWING WEAPONS ON CAMPUS DOESN'T MAKE THE
SCHOOL MORE LIKELY TO HAVE A SHOOTING

MORE STUDENTS FEEL BETTER KNOWING THERE ARE
ARMED PEOPLE AROUND THEM DURING A CRISIS

RECENT SHOOTINGS HAVE CAUSED MOST TO EVALUATE
SURROUNDINGS MORE, STILL DON'T FEEL PREPARED


Presenter
Presentation Notes
The majority of students did not consider the firearm policy as an important decision maker in going to the school. 

Teachers at UVU are not discussing the firearm policy at UVU. The ones who do are effective in staying biased free in their discussion. 
-More discussion of the gun policy in the classroom can increase awareness to the students of their rights and general feeling of safety. 
-Since the feeling of safety is already high, it may not be necessary to take such action. 

The responders do not believe the policy to allow weapons on campus makes the school more susceptible to a shooting. If there was a shooting, they feel safer knowing that there are those around them allowed to carry. 
-in times of trial, they feel more comfortable with this fact than on a general day to day basis

Recent school shootings have caused most of them to evaluate their surroundings more thoughtfully (although they did not actively look up the laws in their own state). They don’t feel as prepared as possible to know how to act in the case of a shooting on campus. – there could be more action in this area. 


  


EXPECTATIONS VS REALITY

MOST STUDENTS FEEL SAFE ON CAMPUS WITH
FIREARM POLICY AS IS

NOT AS MANY KNOW THE GUN LAWS AS MUCH
AS THEY THINK

WILLING TO SUGGEST CHANGES EVEN THOUGH
CONTENT WITH POLICY

MOST STUDENTS HAVE LITTLE TO NO PERSONAL
EXPERIENCE WITH FIREARMS

ONLY 8 HAVE ACTUALLY BROUGHT A FIREARM
TO CAMPUS

ONLY A FEW STILL HAVE NEGATIVE FEELINGS
TOWARD FIREARMS


Presenter
Presentation Notes
A vast majority of students feel safe at campus - none have had any issues with weapons on campus - and a majority think the policy is ‘good’

Quite a few people do not actually understand gun laws in Utah, although they think they do

Though a majority think the policy is good as-is, answers contradict that notion and suggest changes when prompted. (like mandatory training should be required to receive a concealed weapon permit)

Over half of respondents have zero experience with firearms

Only 8 of the 73 respondents have brought a firearm to campus

Few students felt scared by firearms, even though over half have no experience with them



CONCLUSION

°* MANY STUDENTS RESPECT RIGHT TO OWN AND
USE FIREARMS

* MORE STUDENTS NEED TO BE AWARE OF
FIREARM LAWS AND POLICY

e STUDENTS FEEL SAFE ON CAMPUS KNOWING
THERE MIGHT BE STUDENTS CARRYING

STUDY HABITS AND CONCENTRATION
UNAFFECTED

MANY STUDENTS WOULD LIKE TO SEE STRICTER
FIREARM POLICY


Presenter
Presentation Notes
Even though half of the respondents had zero experience with firearms, we learn that they respect the constitution.

We had already expected the majority to be pro-guns being that we live in a mostly conservative state. What was interesting to see is not many know the gun laws in Utah. 

Students should be aware of gun policies on campus. This survey showed us that teachers at UVU should be aware of these policies and share them with the students at the beginning of each semester. 

Overall students feel safe on campus even knowing that someone in their class might have a concealed firearm. 

Students study habits and ability to concentrate is not affected knowing that someone in their classroom might have a firearm with them.

Many do favor having stricter gun regulations, Even though the majority have no issue with people having concealed carry, and don’t know the policy in the first place

Those who took this survey had the opportunity to read the UVU gun policy and the majority believe the policy is good. 
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