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Research from Michigan State University and University of Maryland have found that white 
officers are not more likely to shoot minorities, in fact the studies found that black officers are 
more likely to shoot a black citizen since black officers come from the population that they 
police. This means that black communities have more black officers (Cesario, 2019).

When the media reports about officers with explicit bias, it creates a perception of all officers. 
Other officers who are trying to do their job can suffer mental distress which in turn can make 
them more defensive in social situations. 

I identifying the source of these perceptions is important for everyone. 



5

Research Design 

Survey

Target population 
UVU Students 

Length of Survey
Moderate 

Survey Administration
Online 

UVU Student Email

• Collection of data:
• Participant response
• Responses remain

anonymous

• Problems encountered:
• Sensitive topics
• Required Consent
• Limited Respondents
• Racial Bias

Survey consists of open-ended answers, demographic questions 
To ensure a unique and generalized view.



0

5

10

15

20

25

30

35

Have you or anyone
you know recently
had an encounter

with the police?

Interaction with police and satisfaction rate

Yes No Maybe

How satisfied were you with this interaction?

Extremely satisfied Moderately satisfied
Slightly satisfied Neither satisfied or dissatisified
Slightly dissatisfied Moderately dissatisfied
Extremely dissatisified
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News Sources

Other Instagram Facebook Twitter Television news stations
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DO YOU FACT CHECK?

No Sometimes Yes



Have you or anyone you know 
recently attended a Black Lives 

Matter rally?

Yes No

Yes

No

HAVE YOU SEEN THE VIDEO 
OF GEORGE FLOYD'S DEATH?



Yes
60%

No
40%

DO YOU HAVE ANY PERSONAL 
CONNECTIONS WITH A PERSON 

IN LAW ENFORCEMENT?

Yes
50%

Maybe
36%

No
14%

WOULD YOU EVER VOLUNTARILY 
GO ON A RIDE ALONG WITH AN 

OFFICER?
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HOW MANY INTERACTIONS HAVE YOU HAD 
WITH POLICE?

5+ 4 3 2 1 0



Have you ever personally researched crimes in 
your community?

Yes
No
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How safe would you feel if you saw a police officer
in your community?

How safe would you feel if you saw a police officer
at school?

Chart Title
Other Extremely unsafe Unsafe Safe Extremely safe



46
0
1
2
1

8

0 10 20 30 40 50

WHAT RACE DO YOU IDENTIFY AS?

Other Native or Pacific Islander
Asian American Indian or Alaskian Native
Black or African American White

45%

52%

3%

What is your gender?

Male Female Other



14



15

Interaction 
with Police

Personal 
Experience 

Police 
Brutality 

At least 51 % 
Survey 
Participants Have 
had or know 
someone who 
has had recent 
interaction with 
police.

35% reported a 
satisfactory result 
with these recent 
encounters

At least 20 % of 
the Survey takers 
reported they have 
witnessed police 
prejudice 
including, racial 
profiling, false 
accusations and 
assumptions, 
police misconduct, 
excessive use of 
force. 

Potential interaction:

48 % Survey takers reported they 
would voluntarily go on a ride 
along. 
35 % responded maybe 

***Half of the participants who 
personally witnessed some form of 
police brutality, reported they 
would not voluntarily go on a ride 
along.
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