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The Problem we want to answer:

What is the perception of
Police Brutality within

UVU and is it influenced by
what we see in the Media”?




Literature Review

Police brutality has received a tremendous amount of publicity
over the past decade.

e There are plenty of Research Studies that have been done on
Police Brutality but they often aim to answer the question of:

o Who Influences the Perception of Police Brutality? (Such as
certain person, group, or race)

e Many of them focus on determining whether Police Brutality is an
iIssue concerned with minorities.

e \We want to determine whether or not the Media impacts the public's

0 actions betw olice Offic and Public Citizens.
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Presentation Notes
Police brutality has received a tremendous amount of publicity over the past decade. There are also many different research studies that have questioned police brutality, what it is, and who or what influences it. Although there are many, most of them only focus on whether police brutality is an issue concerned with minorities. Other research has been done on police brutality and the media, but they don’t ask whether or not the media impacted the public's views of these incidences. Or whether there were other incidences that weren’t broadcast or written about in media stories that could have influenced the public’s opinions positively.



Our Hypothesis: #&

We argue that because of the way Media sources portray
stories that include police officers it causes a negative
impact on public views of police brutality and harms the
public's relationship with the officers that are only there to
protect/help them.




How We Did It: Electronic Survey

In order to answer if our hypothesis was correct we sent out an anonymous survey

to UVU students by email.

There were two different versions of the Survey. One with Police Brutality Headlines
and the other with Necessary Force Headlines. S U RVEY

Each Survey had three sections:

1. Demographic/ Perception Questions- in this section the questions aimed to
determine their views of police authority and police interaction with the
public.

2. Police Interaction Video- in this section participants were asked to watch
video of an interaction between a Police Officer and Citizen.

3. Reflection on Video- in this section participant were asked to outline their
thoughts they had while watching the video. Did they think Necessary Force

was used? Did they consider it Police Brutality? Or did they think something




Sample Size and Confidence Interval & Level:

Confidence Level

UVU’s Student Enrollment: 34,978 Students

e Sample Size: 500 Random Participants ; 0504,

e Survey 1: 250 Surveys Sent -

R mean "
o 7 Surveys Completed lower upper
limit limit

® Survey 2: 250 Surveys Sent

o 7 Surveys Completed

® To Obtain a 95% Confidence Level with a 5% Confidence Interval: a




Problems Encountered

e Obtaining IRB approval took longer than
expected. , o ¥y e

e We also had to revise our Application three
different times, which caused a delay in
getting our approval.

e Due to the long wait for IRB approval,
obtaining our Sample of Participants from the
IRl took longer than we had expected.

e Thus leaving our group with only a small
amount of time to send out the survey and




The Survey Questions/ Results:

Police Brutality Headline Results:
Graph/Data on Left hand side or Top of
Page

Necessary Force Headline Results: Graph/
Data on Right hand side or Bottom of Page




(1 - What source do you obtain most of your information regarding
currentevents from?

Q1 - What source do you obtain most of your information regarding
current events from?
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01 - What source doyou obtain most of your information regarding current events from?

1 In person 28.57% 2
2 Online 42 865 3
3 On television 14 29% 1
4 In newspapers 00056 o
5 Other 14.29% 1

Total 1005 7

64% obtain information regarding current events ONLINE.

Q1 - What source doyou cbtain most of yourinfommation regarding current eventsfrom?

from other people




(3 - How often doyou seestories involving police officers in the 03 - How often doyou see stories involving police officers in the
Media? Media?
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Half of respondents say Media coverage involves Officers about half of the time.




04 - How comfortable doyou feelcalling the police whenyou have a 04 - How comfortable doyou feelcalling the police whenyouhave a
problem? problem?




3 - Hows comfor=s bl e do wou fesel callins the police when you hawea probleaem™™
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Most say they are extremely comfortable when calling the Police.




(6 - Qut of thetimesyou've interacted with police, how often did you Q6 - Out of the times you've interacted with police, how oftendid you
feel like youwere treated unfairly? feellike you were treated unfairly?
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Most felt that they were never treated unfairly.




(7 - When the media does a story on police brutality how oftendo (7 - When the media does a story on police brutality how oftendo
you think they accurately portray what happened? youthink they accurately portray what happened?
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71% of respondents say that Media accurately portray events only sometimes.




08 - In a police brutality news story, How much of the incident doyou 08 - In a police brutality news story, How much of the incident doyou
think the media covers? think the media covers?




Answer

The Full Story 0. 005 o

& - In a police brutality news story, How much of the incidernt doyou think the media covers?

2 The parts that make 0. 00 o
the officer loock good

3 The parts that make 50.005% 4
the officer look bad

4 The parts that make 0. 005 o
the offender ook good

= The parts that make [N e ) (4]

the offender lock bad
They show boththe
offender and police
officer looking bad
equalhy

02 - In a police brutality news story, How much of the incident doyou think the media covers?

# Answer 6 Count

1 The Full Story 0.00% o

2 The parts that make 00056 [1]
the officer look good

3 The parts that make 85.71% &
the officer look bad

4 The parts that make 0.00% [+]
the offender ook good

5 The parts that make 14 29% 1
the offender ook bad

& They show boththe 00056 a

offender and police
officer looking bad
equalhy

71% of respondents say that Media cover the parts of stories that make the Officer look bad.

Q8 - In a police brutality news story, How much of the incident doyou think the media covers?

They show boththe
offender and police
officer looking good
equalhy

Total 105 2

22 - In a police brutality news story, How much of the incident doyou think the media covers?

7 They show boththe 00056 ]
offender and police
officer looking good
equalhy

Total 100 7




Q11 - How effective doyou think your police department isin Q11 - How effective doyou thinkyour police departmentis in
resolving conflicts within your community? resolving conflicts within your community?
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Most say Police are effective in resolving conflicts within their community.




Q12 - What doyou think isthe main reason of why police brutality Q12 - What doyou think is the main reason of why police brutality
oceurs? occurs?
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Q12 - What doyou thinkis the main reason ofwhy police brutality
occurs?

A0S =

Q12 - What doyou think is the main reason of why police brutality
occurs?

# Answer k] Count
1 Because of Racial 0.005: o
Profiling Individual=fail toobey anordergiven by police
2 Lack of officer 14.29% 1 If people stopped acting like idiots and complied with the police there would be no reason,
sccoutability justified or not for anyuseof force
3 Abuse of power 28.57% 2
4 Stress 28.57% 2
5 Lack of trust between  0.00% (4]
the officer and their
COmImunity
& Other 28.57%
Total 1005 7

Most respondents say Police Brutality occurs because Officers Abuse their use of Power.




Q15 - Whenresponding toa call, how often doyou think police use Q15 - When responding toa call, how often doyou think police use

W Excesaivg Force?
I Racial Profileg?
W Oftenihva Linguage?
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Q16 - Do you think an officerwould respond toyour call forhelpfaster Q16 - Do youthink an officerwould respondtoyour call for help faster
than they would for someone of another race? than they would forsomeone of another race?
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Half of respondents say that an Officer would respond to their call faster than they would to a
person of another race.




Q17 - Officers profilesubjects basedona Q17 - Officers profilesubjects basedon a
persons nationality. personsnationality.
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Q18 - Based on an officers nationality, doyou think they use racial (18 - Based on an officers nationality, do you think they use racial
profiling always, most of the time, half of the time, or neverwhen profiling always, most of the time, half of the time, orneverwhen
handlingacall? handlinga call?
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018 - Based on an officer=s nationality, dovou think they use racial profiling ahways, mostof the
time, half of the time, or neverwhen handling acall?

018 - Based on an officers nationality, doyou think they use racial profiling always, mostof the
time, half of the time, or neverwhen handling acall?

Question Always

Question Always Maost of About

1 White 0.00% o 66.67% 2 11.76% 2 13.649% the time half the
Officer time

2 Black or 0005 (4] 0005 [+] 23.53% 4 13.64% Tatal Tatal (1] Total 3 Tatal 17 Total
African
American
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3 American 0.00% o 0.00% o 11.76% 2 22 73%
Indian or
Alaska
Mative
Officer
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& Latino 0005 [+] 33.33% 1 17.65%: El 13.645%

012 - Ba=sed on an officers nationality, doyou think they use racial profiling ahways, mostofthe
time, half of the time, or neverwhen handling a call?

018 - Bazed on an officers nationality, doyou think they use racial profiling abvays, mostofthe
time, half of the time, or neverwhen handling acall?

Question Always Maost of

the time
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the time Total Total 1 Total 1z Total 5 Total

1 White 100.00% 1 16.675% 2 20,0056 1 12 5056
Officer

2 Blackor  0.00% o 16.675% 2 20.00%6 1 16.675%
African
American
Officer

E] American 0.00% o 8.33% 1 A0 005 2 16.67%
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Alaska
Mative
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4 Asian 0.00%6 a 25.00% 3 .00 (4] 16.67%
Officer
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Hawaiian
or Pacific
I=lander
Officer

& Latino [eee ) [+] 16.675% 2 20,005 1 16.67%




Q19 - Whenshould cops use deadly force? Q19 - Whenshould cops use deadly force?
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78% say Deadly Force should only be used when both the Officer and Bystanders are in Danger.




Q20 - In terms of an officers trainingwhen handling a call, doyou think Q20 - In terms of an officerstrainingwhen handling a call, doyou think
theyhave? they have?
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Video Response: Police Brutality Headline

O30 - o wou think the Oficers use of the Batmon was neces=sary 7 Wy or winy not?

Cror ywour Thindk the Officers use of the Baton was necessary T Why or why not?

o, the man was already restrained by the two officers. The use of the baton seaems excressive.

M aybe, becaus=e he was strugesling to be arrested. Thewvideo doesn't showes the man's asctdons
before. But the officerscould just be bad police officers and perhaps are exerd ng exaxessive fome.

Pl

WWarented st firsr, butunwearented st theend of the amest.

FMaybe. The mandid=eem to not ke following directions, but the officer did seem quick with the
baton, and may have used it morethan neces=sary. We don't have the full =story, thoush, sowe cant
tell for sure one way or theothar

Flo. | didn't hawve awveryclear view but the mandidn't seemto bestussling very muoch.




Video Response: Necessary Force Headline

30 - Do wou Think theCiFicers use of the Baton was necessary © W ihny or wihny ot ¥

o yworu Think the Officers use of thhe Baton was nrecessary T Why or why ot T

we=s he was beins amested and handouoffed andwas resistng

The wvideo starts at the baton, | don't know what hapepened before. | don't knoses wihy thesuy is
under arrest. The video looks pretoy brutal butfor a1l | Enosw the suy was beating up a3 cop or his
wife. The baty may have been necessary or it may have been aexcessve dependins on what wasn'c
=howrn

Ye=s, the suspect islying and tryineg toescaps.
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Conclusion:

Based off of our findings we found that those who took the
Survey with the Necessary Force Headline responded that
there was no Police Brutality within the Video. On the other

hand, the majority of those who took the Survey with the
Police Brutality Headline responded that it was Police
Brutality within the video.

We found our hypothesis to be correct.
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