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Purpose
● Evaluate the effect that mass shootings have had on UVU’s students

● Get the consent and opinions from students on how mass shootings have 

affected them or their sense of security. 

● Objective: provide the data to UVU so that changes can be made to improve 

the safety and security of the campus



Hypothesis/ Research Question
1. Students at UVU view mass shootings as a learning experience to be more 

aware/ready.

2. How aware are students at UVU of Mass shootings?

3. What is the perception of students of UVU on Mass Shootings? 



Literature Review
- From 2009 - 2017, there were at least 173 mass shootings
- 59% of these incidents took place entirely in private homes.
- 2017 there were four times as many people shot in mass shootings than the 

average of the 8 years prior.
- 2017 was the deadliest year on record for mass shootings. 
- At least one third of the mass shootings, the shooter was legally prohibited 

from possessing firearms at the time the shooting occurred
- In half of the mass shootings, the shooter exhibited warning signs indicating 

that they posed a danger to themselves or others. 



Literature review cont.
-The majority of mass shooters were related to domestic or family violence, which is responsible 
for 86% of mass shootings child fatalities. 

- Mass shootings that involved the use of high capacity magazines resulted in more than twice as 
many fatalities and fourteen times as many injuries on average compared to those that did not. 

- In the 9 years, mass shootings have resulted in at least 1,001 people shot and killed, and 792 
shot and injured. 

-One in five victims were children under the age of 18. 

- At least 70 shooters died by suicide after perpetrating a mass shooting, and another 17 killed by 
responding officers.



Research Design
We used a Survey to help collect all the responses.

Survey overview:

● Survey was sent out by email to 300 randomly selected UVU students
● Desired 100 responses
● 55 students responded 
● We collected data for 1 week



Findings



Gender

Male - 24

Female - 31







Have mass shootings made you more aware of your surroundings?
If so, where do you pay most attention to your surroundings?

● School
● Work
● Public facilities (libraries, hospitals, churches, stores, etc.)
● Entertainment venues (movie theaters, concert venues, Sporting events, etc.)
● Public transportation
● High tourist areas
● Mass shootings have not made me more aware of my surroundings



Check all that apply...
● School - 37 responses
● Entertainment venues - 35 
● High tourist areas - 25
● Public facilities - 25
● Public transportation -17 
● Work - 17
● Mass shootings have not made me more aware of my 

surroundings - 12



How Familiar are you with the term 
"active shooter"?

● Not familiar - 1
● Sort of familiar - 10
● Familiar - 45







Which of these do you agree with the most?

● Actions should be taken by congress to 
reduce mass shootings - 2

● congress and society cannot do anything to 
stop the mass shootings - 4

● society needs to take more action to reduce 
mass shootings - 16

● society and congress need to take more 
action to reduce mass shootings - 31



How do you think mass shootings in schools can be 
reduced? 1-7 (1 being most important) 

Assault weapons ban

Common answer = 7

Universal background checks for firearms

Common answer = 1 & 7

Active shooter drills

Common answer = 3

Arm teachers

Common answer = 1

Having students and staff report 
potential threats

Banning violent video games

Common answer - 6

Stricter security in schools

Common answer = 3

Common answer - 4





On a Scale from 1-5, (1 being the lowest, 5 being the highest) how 
confident would you be in your reaction to any of these?

Active shooter (an individual actively engaged in killing or attempting to 
kill people in a confined and populated area)

Common answer = 3

Bomb threat

Common answer = 3

Earthquake

Common answer = 4

Fire

Common answer - 5



On a scale from 1-5. (1 being the lowest, 5 being the highest) How 
confident are you in UVU's safety procedures in these categories? 

Active shooter

Common answer = 3

Bomb threat

Common answer = 3

Earthquake

Common answer = 4 & 5

Fire

Common answer - 5



Conclusion
● UVU students are aware of mass shootings and what is happening in the 

country and it has made them more aware of their surroundings

● Students feel most prepared when it comes to fire and earthquakes, but 

not as confident about mass shootings and bomb threats

● With the frequency of mass shootings around the world, it might benefit 

UVU staff and students to have frequent active shooter drills at the school
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