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Sgt. Jeremy Jamison accepts the 2020 Excellence in Ethics Award. 
Below, Patricia Jones recieves the 2021 Kirk Englehardt Business Ethics 
Award.
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CONTEXT & MISSION

The Center for the Study of Ethics (CSE) is pleased to 
report on its activities from 2020 through 2024. We remain 
committed to the strong tradition of ethics education 
at UVU and to serving our campus through quality 
programming for students and faculty. 

The center was established in 1992 and has been an active 
participant in the academic culture of UVU and in the 
broader development of ethics education. 

CSE is a non-partisan, non-advocacy organization 
committed to the inclusion of diverse perspectives and 
practices. Its programs are designed to leverage the 
strengths of our campus and serve the needs of our 
region. 

We welcome input and conversation in our ongoing effort 
to 1) prepare students for professional and civic life and 2) 
provide a forum for dialogue on the ethical dimensions of 
the human experience. 

Brian D. Birch
Director

Key Developments

Despite the challenges of the COVID-19 pandemic, the 
center successfully adapted to online programing and 
continued to provide content to students, faculty, and the 
general public. This prompted the center to shift its focus 
toward permanent online access and storage. With the 
easing of pandemic restrictions, we now offer fully integrated 
events with both in-person and live-stream options. This 
provides broad access and longevity through recordings that 
can be viewed anytime on our YouTube channel.

“We prepare students for professional and civic life and 
provide a forum for dialogue on the ethical dimensions of 
the human experience.”
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“Our primary focus lies in supporting students and 
faculty from a variety of disciplines and perspectives.”

AREAS OF EMPHASIS

The Center for the Study of Ethics orients its 
programming around existing strengths on our 
campus. This includes a focus on four Areas of 
Emphasis: Ethics Across the Curriculum, Ethics 
in Public Life, Environmental Sustainability, 
and Religious Diversity. Each area includes 
engagement with UVU faculty and community 

partners who assist in developing opportunities 
for students. Though our primary focus remains 
supporting students and faculty across campus,  
our areas of emphasis help us prioritize resources 
and advance these important areas of inquiry.  

Environmental 
Sustainability

Ethics Across 
the Curriculum

Ethics in 
Public Life 

Religious 
Diversity
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ETHICS ACROSS THE CURRICULUM

CSE supports annual events to engage students and faculty from across 
campus.  We work closely with our Faculty Advisory Board to extend our reach 
to all areas of campus. Each of our seven colleges and schools is represented 
on the board along with the Honors Program and other centers and institutes. 
Below is a brief description of our recurring ethics across the curriculum 
programs.

Ethics Awareness Week
Held annually during the last week of September, Ethics Awareness Week orients around a 
common theme designed to include all UVU students. The week contains a keynote address, 
panel discussions, �lm screenings, workshops, and the presentation of our annual Excellence 
in Ethics Award.

2021

2022

Ethical Dimensions of Civic Life

Ethics, Education & Democracy

“The Seductions of Clarity: Conspiracy Theories, Echo Chambers, and the 
Gami�cation of Social Media,”  Thi Nguyen, 2019 Ethics Awareness Week 
Keynote Address

Communication faculty discuss “The Marketplace of Ideas: Misinformation, 
Ethics & Social Media,” Panel Discussion, 2021 Ethics Awareness Week. 

2020
Pluralisms: Ethical, Racial  
& Religious Diversity

2023
Ethics in Global Contexts
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2021

2022 2024

2023
Open Theme

Conspiracy Theories  
and Their Social Implications

Ethical Dimensions  
of Artif icial Intelligence

Media Ethics in the Digital Age

ETHICS ACROSS THE CURRICULUM

Ethics Center Student Fellow
The CSE supports student fellows to provide 
consultation, input, and leadership among 
students in ethics education projects. Fellows 
assist in the development of student-led projects, 
event preparation and publicity, undergraduate 
research, and the UVU Ethics Bowl Program. 

Faculty Fellows
The CSE supports three faculty fellows to 
provide leadership and support for our 
programs. At present, we have fellows to 
support student engagement, environmental 
ethics, and ethics across the curriculum.

Faculty Summer Seminar

Kirk Englehardt Business Ethics Award

Each June, faculty from across campus 
participate in a multi-day seminar designed 
to explore an interdisciplinary topic with a 
renowned visiting  scholar. Participants may 
apply for funding to connect seminar content 
with one or more of their courses. 

With support from the Englehardt Family 
Foundation, we are honored to present the 
annual Kirk Englehardt Business Ethics Award to 
individuals who “display exemplary ethics in their 
professional and personal lives.” These individuals 
demonstrate a sustained commitment to 
integrity and humanity in business and other 
related pursuits. 

Student Ethics Symposium
The Student Ethics Symposium is convened each spring to showcase undergraduate research 
in ethics-related scholarship. Papers are selected on a competitive basis from students across 
campus and they present their work to each other in an atmosphere designed to promote 
dialogue and critical feedback.

President Astrid Tuminez presents the 2020 Kirk Englehardt Business 
Ethics Award to Scott Smith, Co-Founder of Qualtrics. 
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ETHICS IN PUBLIC LIFE

The CSE is committed to the enhancement of our democratic culture and 
civic life. From 2017-22, we organized The Appomattox Project, an effort 
designed to focus on the ethical dimensions of civil discourse, public policy, 
and the sustainability of public institutions. The project aimed to engage 
critical issues in our public life and to explore how ethical principles and 
practices shape civil society. The project closed after hosting 70+ events, and 
we continue to work in this area under the Ethics in Public Life designation.

Princeton University’s Julian Zelizer addresses students for an 
Appomattox Project lecture entitled “Truth and Lies in Modern Politics: 
Can We Restore Trust in the Public Square?”

Noteworthy Events (2020-24)

“Finding Common Ground: The Importance of Community Policing”
Sgt. Jeremy Jamison, Orem Police Mental Health Team (April 15, 2020)

“Defining Race: An American Dilemma”
Robert Goldberg, Director, Tanner Humanities Center (April 20, 2022)

“American Civil Society: Lessons from Northern Ireland”
Duncan Morrow, Ulster University, Belfast (March 31, 2022)

“Civil Liberties & Civic Virtues”
Brittney Nystrom, Executive Director, ACLU of Utah, September 29, 2021

“Justice for Animals: Practical Progress through Philosophical Theory”
Martha Nussbaum, Distinguished Service Professor, University of Chicago (September 21, 2023)

“Social Peace in a Divided Time”
Yuval Levin, Senior Fellow, American Enterprise Institute (September 29, 2021)

Evan McMullin delivers remarks at the 2020 Appomattox Project 
Spring Lecture entitled “Civility & Democracy”
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ENVIRONMENTAL SUSTAINABILITY

The Center for the Study of Ethics has a longstanding tradition of supporting 
environmental ethics and related issues. For the past twenty-�ve years, we 
have hosted an annual Environmental Ethics Symposium to explore the 
complex relations between human beings and the natural world. We also 
partner with programs across campus in support of Sustainability Week, 
the UVU Environmental Studies Program, and the David R. Keller Prize in 
Sustainability.

David R . Keller Prize in Sustainability

In memory of our colleague, the center 
supports the David R. Keller Prize in 
Sustainability given to organizations in our 
region to support of exceptional innovation 
and leadership on sustainability issues. 

Mending Torn Relations:
The Ethics of Environmental Restoration

Environmentalism s:
Perspectives on Nature

2020

Environmental Ethics for U/VU

This symposium took the form of podcasts for 
students and the public. Topics ranged from 
environmental justice to outdoor recreation.

This symposium focused on women working 
in environmental activism, policy, and research. 
Topics included youth activism, water science, 
and indigenous rights.

This symposium explored the ethical dimensions 
of ecological restoration and human obligations 
to sustain and improve ecosystems. 

This event showcased how the natural 
environment presents itself differently to diverse 
individuals and cultures.

2021

2022

2023

Women, Gender, and the Environment
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