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The national flag of the
Republic of Macedonia
depicts a stylized yellow
sun on a red field, with
eight broadening rays
extending from the center
to the edge of the field. It
was created by Pr. Miro-
slav Grcev and was adopt-
ed on October 5, 1995
after a one-year blockade
imposed by Greece in

Red and yellow have al-
ways been considered

the main colors repre-

senting Macedonia, prob-
ably because of the col-
ors of the historical coat
of arms of Macedonia.

Information gathered from:

Alexander the Great, a member of the
Angread Dynasty and a pivotal fixture
in ancient history, hails from the land
of Macedonia.

Macedonia is one of the successor
states of the former Yugoslavia and
gained independence in 1991. It be-
came a member of the United Nations
in 1993, but due to a dispute with
Greece over its name, it was admitted
into the UN under the provisional ref-

erence of the Former Yugoslav Repub-
lic of Macedonia (FYROM).

The Macedonian Stonehenge (above)
Kokino—is the only discovered mega-
lithic observatory in the Balkans. Built
on the volcano rocks, it was used to
conduct research on the sun and
moon dating back to as long as 4000
years ago.

The democratic government faced a
2001 rebellion by ethnic Albanians,
who make up 25 percent of the popu-
lation.

The country’s name derives from the
Greek Makebovia (Makedonia). The
name is originally believed o have
meant either “highlanders” or “the tall
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ones,” possibly referring to the physi-
cal characteristics of the ancient Mace-
donians and/or their mountainous
land.

® The Macedonian language is closely
related to and mutually intelligible
with standard Bulgarian. They also use
the Cyrillic script.

®  Ajvaris the national sauce/condiment
of Macedonia and is made from sweet
red bell peppers.

® Back in September of 2002 a golden
mask was excavated from the Samoil
Fortress and dates back to the 5th
century B.C.

Information gathered from: Wikipedia.org,

www.ishtarsgate.com,
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