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The blue of the flag represents water
and rain, which mean prosperity in this
mainly arid country and the black repre-
sents black Batswana and the white rep-
resents white Batswana — and together
the flag depicts racial harmony and
peace.

It is one of the few African flags that
utilize neither the colors of the Pan-
Africanist movement nor the colors of

the country's leading political party.

When Botswana's national flag was cre-
ated in 1966, it was symbolically de-
signed to contrast with the Flag of South

Africa, since the latter country was ruled

under an apartheid regime.

information gathered from: www.wikipedia.com

www.botswana.co.za, www.voices.yahoo.com,
www.cia.gov, www.botswanatourism.us

The border between Botswana and
Zambia is at 700m known as the short-
est border between two fully inde-
pendent countries.

Formerly the British protectorate of
Bechuanaland, Botswana adopted its
new name upon independence in
1966. More than four decades of unin-
terrupted civilian leadership, progres-
sive social policies, and significant capi-
tal investment have created one of the
most stable economies in Africa.

Every spring in Botswana, approxi-
mately 25,000 zebras leave the lush
Okavango Delta to make an imperative
voyage into the Makgadikgadi Salt

Pans.

Botswana’s Orapa mine is the largest
diamond mine in the world in terms of
value produced annually. the Orapa
mine is estimated to produce over $1.6
billion worth of diamonds in 2013.

The language of business in Botswana
is English and most people in urban
areas speak it, although in the more
rural areas many people do not speak
English. The primary indigenous
tongue is Tswana, and is the first lan-
guage of the overwhelming majority of
the population.
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Botswana has one of the world's high-
est known rates of HIV/AIDS infection,
but also one of Africa's most progres-
sive and comprehensive programs for
dealing with the disease.

In remote areas, people often eat Mo-
pane worms, a grub that looks a bit
like a caterpillar, which is cooked in hot
ashes, or boiled, or dried and fried.

Botswana is dominated by the Kalahari
Desert, which covers up to 70% of its

land surface.

The Kalahari Desert is home to Tsodilo,
one of the unknown wonders on Earth.
Due to its abundant cave paintings,
Tsodilo is part of the UNESCO World
Heritage List since 2001. This national
wonder contains more than 4,500 cave
paintings, making it the world's highest
concentration of rock art.
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