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The flag was used by the Viet
Minh, a communist-led or-
ganization created in 1941 to
oppose Japanese occupation.
At the end of World War I,
Viet Minh leader Ho Chi Minh
proclaimed Vietnam inde-
pendent and signed a decree
on September 5, 1945
adopting the flag as the flag

of the Democratic Republic of

Vietnam.

The red on the Flag symboliz-
es revolution and blood; the
five-pointed star represents
the five elements of the pop-
ulace - peasants, workers,
intellectuals, traders, and
soldiers - that unite to build

socialism

Information gathered from: Wikipe-
dia.com, cia.gov, sawadee.com,
clubs.ncsu.edu, goseasia.about.com

The name Vietnam translates as
"Southern Viet", synonymous with the
much older term Nam Vie.

Vietnam is a densely-populated devel-
oping country that has been transi-
tioning from the rigidities of a central-
ly-planned economy since 1986.

US economic and military aid to South
Vietnam grew through the 1960s in an
attempt to bolster the government,
but US armed forces were withdrawn
following a cease-fire agreement in
1973.

Suoi Tien, or "the fairy stream," is the
world's first water park devoted to
Buddhism, specifically the Southeast
Asian animistic form of Buddhism.

Soccer is the most popular sport in
Vietnam

Pho is the most famous food in Vi-
etnam. It is commonly eaten for
breakfast, although many people will

have it for their lunch or dinner.
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Vietnam is known as the world's larg-
est cashew nut exporter.

Thua meaning please is added in front
of the first name to show respect.

Speaking in a loud tone with excessive
gestures is considered rude, especially
when done by women.

Hoan Kiem Lake “lake of the Returned
Sword”: According to the legend, em-
peror Lé Lgi was boating on the lake
when a Golden Turtle God (Kim Qui)
surfaced and asked for his magic
sword, Heaven's Will.

Tet Nguyen Dan in February is
Vietnam's biggest holiday, the Lunar
New Year celebration that brings fami-
ly and friends together in a week-long
embrace.




