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UTAH VALLEY UNIVERSITY MODEL UNITED NATIONS 
 

 
Dear Advisor, 
 
Preparations are underway for the Utah Valley University Model United Nations conference. 
Enclosed you will find news, important dates, and preparation materials. 

 
Important Dates & Information: 
 
Country Preference due ....................................................................TUESDAY, January 2, 2024 
Each school may submit up to 7 country preferences. Be sure to list your top choice first. All 
assignments are made on a first come, first served basis. 

 
Please check your school’s assignment for accuracy, as soon as possible. The final list of 
country assignments will be posted by 12:00 noon on Wednesday, January 10, 2024 at: 
www.uvu.edu/global/model-un/ 

 
Opening Addresses due ..................................................................TUESDAY, January 23, 2024 
Each school may submit ONE address to be given in the conference's opening assembly for 
 consideration. Speeches should address the topic: “I have the right to...” Personal  
 impressions of the Universal Declaration of Human Rights.  

The speech may not be longer than one page typed, double-spaced in no smaller than 12-point 
 font. Along with the speech, please include one brief paragraph of biographical information 
 about the speaker.  

 

Security Council Candidacy due......................................................TUESDAY, January 23, 2024 
An individual student or advisor may submit one sentence on why the student would be a good 
candidate to the following email: Stephan.Atkinson@uvu.edu  Be sure to include the full name of 
the student and school.  

 
Policy Papers due ..........................................................................THURSDAY, February 1, 2024 
Policy papers (one page, double-spaced) must be emailed to Stephan.Atkinson@uvu.edu by this 
date. Remember that delegates submitting late papers are ineligible for a “superior” delegate 
distinction. You will receive an email confirmation of receipt of submitted policy papers. The 
committee topics are listed in the Adviser Handbook on page 8. 

 
UVUMUN Conference 2024 ......................................................... SATURDAY, February 3, 2024 
The conference will take place from approximately 9:30 AM until 3:30 PM in various locations 
in the UVU Clarke Building. Payment of individual delegate fees ($5 per participant) can be 
made online leading up to the conference but must be made by that day. 
 
Please direct all correspondence and questions to Stephan.Atkinson@uvu.edu  
 

 

http://www.uvu.edu/global/model-un/
mailto:Stephan.Atkinson@uvu.edu
mailto:Stephan.Atkinson@uvu.edu
mailto:Stephan.Atkinson@uvu.edu
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10 Easy Steps to Preparing for Model UN 
 
 

1. Register your school online and submit the $50 per school fee by January 2, 2024. 
The $5 per student fee can be paid as soon as individuals are confirmed up to the day 
of the conference, February 3, 2024. 

 

2. Email your list of country preferences to Stephan.Atkinson@uvu.edu. Review 
committee topics from the UVUMUN website at www.uvu.edu/global/model-
un/index.html. 

 

3. Assign students individually or in pairs to each committee. Fill one country’s committees 
before filling others. Ensure that each committee member is aware of the specific topics 
for that committee. 

 

4. After receiving your country assignment, students should research their country’s policy 
on each of the topics listed. A good place to look for policy is the nation’s embassy web 
page. Each member of the pair should take a topic to research. See also “How to Find 
Information about Your Country Policy” on pages 6-7 in the preparation packet. If you are 
looking for materials for purchase, the UNA-USA (www.unausa.org/publications) and the 
American Model United Nations program (http://www.amun.org/index.php?page=mun-
resources) have some quality materials. With access to the Internet, students have some 
amazing sources to consult. Start with your represented nation’s mission to the UN. 
(www.un.org) 

 

5. Students then write a short paper (1 page per topic, per team) describing their country’s 
position on the topics. This is the policy paper.  

 

6. Papers must be submitted electronically to Stephan.Atkenson@uvu.edu by February 1, 
2024.  

 

7. Before the conference, students should practice dealing with the issues. A “Committee 
Activities Sequence” and rule chart are in the handbook on page 12. Students first set an 
agenda of which topic to consider first, then they discuss and try to solve each issue. 

 

8. The topics are discussed and then resolutions are written right at the Model UN 
conference.  

 

9. Students use Rules of Procedure following the Far West Standard. A short form copy of 
the rules is found on page 12. A complete form of the rules is found on pages 13-25. 

10. Come to the conference!

mailto:Stephan.Atkinson@uvu.edu
http://www.uvu.edu/global/model-un/index.html
http://www.uvu.edu/global/model-un/index.html
http://www.unausa.org/publications
http://www.amun.org/index.php?page=mun-resources
http://www.amun.org/index.php?page=mun-resources
http://www.un.org/
mailto:Stephan.Atkenson@uvu.edu
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GENERAL CONFERENCE INFORMATION 

 

Registration fee: $50 per school (non-refundable by January 2, 2024, plus $5 per each student (to be 
paid in full by day of conference, February 3, 2024). Country teams can consist of either a single 
student or pairs - be sure to clarify when you register. Conference materials and a box lunch (veggie 
options will be available) are included with registration.  

Minor Participation Agreement: As this event will include minors, all students must complete 
the Activity Participation Agreement for Minors form and send then to the Utah Valley University Office 
for Global Engagement via the following email address: goglobal@uvu.edu . This form will be available 
on the UVUMUN website https://www.uvu.edu/global/model-un/index.html and needs to be received 
before students are allowed to participate.  

Conference Time and Location: The conference will take place from approximately 9:30AM to 3:30 
PM in various locations in the Clarke Building at Utah Valley University (UVU). 

Student Dress and Decorum: Students should dress in diplomatic attire (business dress or "Sunday-
best"). Please no costumes or other non-standard attire. Students should be respectful of the 
proceedings and behave as guests of Utah Valley University, as well as representatives of their 
countries. Mock bombings, terrorism or other inappropriate behaviors are unacceptable.  

Student Flag Bearers: Please select a flag bearer for each country represented by your school. They 
should be prepared to assist with set up and take down of the flags. Flag bearers must report to the 
Clarke Building Auditorium by 9:15am for orientation. 

Use of Electronic Devices: Delegates may use personal tablets or laptops during the conference, 
after working papers are drafted in writing. All work should be drafted at the conference. Please do not 
bring prewritten working papers.  

mailto:address: goglobal@uvu.edu 
https://www.uvu.edu/global/model-un/index.html
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How to Find Information about Your Country Policy 
 

Getting Started: It is rare to find a website or book that explains in detail all aspects of your country’s 
policy on a particular issue. It is more often the case that you will find bits and pieces of information 
here and there and will end up using what you have learned through research to formulate and 
articulate your country’s stance. As a result, when getting started its important to remember that the 
best way to know your policy and what to say in your paper and in conference is by getting to know 
your country. 

 
Step 1. Where is your country located? 
Tools to use: Maps, an Atlas, online Map databases 

Questions to answer or keep in mind: 

1. What continent or geographic region is your country a part of? 

2. Are you landlocked or do you border a body of water such as an ocean or sea or water way 
that provides access to water such as the Panama Canal? 

3. What countries share a border with your country? 
4. If you are an island nation, what nations are in close proximity to yours? 
5. Does your country claim a disputed border, region or island; a region can include either land or 

water? 
6. What physical features make up your nation? Think of mountains, desert or arid regions, large 

bodies of water such as lakes, rivers plains, and forested regions. 

 
 Step 2. What is your country’s basic history? 
Tools to use: Encyclopedia, almanac, history books, online sites dealing with country history 

Questions to answer or keep in mind: 

1. When did your country become a member of the United Nations? 

2. When did your country become incorporated as modern nation state and what factors caused this 
development. 

3. What role, if any, did your country play in World War II or the Cold War and in what ways 
has your country been militarily active in this century and two centuries preceding? 

4. Were you a former colonial possession, if so, why and when did you gain your independence from 

another nation? 
5. Is your country experiencing now or has ever experience what could be termed a civil war, 

and what are or were the circumstances and result? 
6. Is your country nuclear capable, if so when did this occur and does your nation continue to 

test and develop this capability? 

 
Step 3. What are some basic religious, social and cultural characteristics of your Country? 
Tools to use: Encyclopedia, almanac, history books, online sites, current newspapers and periodicals 

Questions to answer or keep in mind: 

1. Does your country have an officially recognized state religion, if so, what is it and to what 
degree do government and religion in your country affect ad influence each other? 

2. What are the different religious groups in your country; can you identify the majority and 
minority groups and how they interact with each other and the state? 

3. What are the different ethnic and/or racial groups in your country; can you identify the majority 
and minority groups and how they interact with each other and the state? 

4. Has there ever been or is there now a concern voiced in your country about racial, ethnic or 
religious inequality, if so, describe the circumstances and what the response of government 
was, if any? 

5. Does your country have any unique cultural traditions that are different from other nation 
states in your region and the world, if so what are they? 

6. What proportions of different age groups are represented in your country and what 
percentage of male to female ratios are there? 

7. Does your country have conditions of; overcrowding, a low birth rate, high divorce rate, 
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high number of infant fatalities, inadequate food supplies and/or starvation? 

8. What level of educational institutions are available in your country and who is 
eligible? 

 

Step 4. What are some basic economic characteristics of your country? 
Tools to use: Encyclopedia, almanac, history books, online sites newspapers and periodicals 

Questions to answer or keep in mind: 

1. What type of economic system(s) is in place in your country? For example, free market or 

open economy, closed economy, mixed. 
2. What is your country’s GDP, chief imports, chief exports, national and international debt, 

natural resources, and level of industrialization? 
3. Who are your principal trading partners and with whom do you have ongoing trade agreements? 

4. Does your nation have trade barriers or tariffs in place? 

5. Are you a party to any international trade agreements, organizations, summits etc? 
6. Does your country consider itself to be developed or developing? 
7. Are you currently receiving some kind of foreign aid, monetary or otherwise, describe the 

circumstances? 
8. What is your country’s official position on the World Trade Organization and the World Bank? 

 
Step 5. What are some basic political characteristics of your government? 
Tools to use: Encyclopedia, almanac, history books, online sites newspapers and periodicals 

Questions to answer or keep in mind: 
1. What type of system of government does your country have? 
2. What are the name(s) and party affiliation if applicable of your current head(s) of state? 

3. Does your government incorporate parties of political factions with different and/or similar views? 
4. How do people obtain power in your system of government? For example, are they elected, 

chosen, is it a tradition of hereditary rule etc. 
5. If citizens in your country voice views about your governmental system, what type of concerns do 

they have? 
6. Describe the legal system in your country. 

7. What involvement, if any, does your government play in the economy and/or society? 
8. Is your government heavily influence by other nation-states or non-governmental organizations? 

9. Are you a member of BLOC, if so, what are the other members of BLOC? 
10. What major treaties or agreements is your country either a signatory and/or party to? 

 
Remarks: 

The above questions and tools to consider should aid you in formulating your country policy. It 
gives you a good place to start but is by no means everything you need to know and, in some cases, 
could be more than you need to know. When you obtain the basic factual information about your nation 
it then allows you to infer with a higher degree of certainty what your policy may be on certain tricky 
issues. 

 
Research Hints: 

1. Many libraries have newspapers and periodicals on searchable databases that will allow 
you to view and print old articles. 

2. Be sure to use only current encyclopedias and almanacs when researching. 

3. When researching online, remember to verify the validity of your information and its source. 
4. Research not only your country policy but also your country’s history of involvement with the UN. 
5. At www.un.org, the official UN website, is a wealth of information including press releases, 

current even and issue news, UN history articles and most importantly, links to official web 
pages of UN member states that provide a great deal of current information about the country. 

http://www.un.org/
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COMMITTEE TOPICS 

 
Opening Address: “I have the right to...” Personal impressions of the Universal Declaration of 

Human Rights. 

General Assembly: 

1. Protecting civilians in combat zones, especially those with disabilities 

2. Right of peoples to self-determination 

General Assembly – Third Committee: 

1. Promoting universal access to health care services 

2. Ensuring the right to privacy in the digital age 

3. Human rights and unilateral coercive measures 

World Health Organization: 

1. Strengthening national capacities for pandemic response 

2. Addressing vaccine hesitancy and misinformation 

3. Antimicrobial resistance 

 

United Nations Security Council: 

Topics to be determined at the time of the convening of the conference.  An individual student or 
advisor may submit one sentence on why the student would be a good member candidate to the 
following email: Stephan.Atkinson@uvu.edu.  Be sure to include the full name of the student and 
school.  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

POLICY PAPERS 

mailto:Stephan.Atkinson@uvu.edu
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A policy paper is a brief statement of your country's policy on the agenda topics for your 
committee. You should look at issues as a member of the country's diplomatic corps. The 
paper should briefly describe the background of each item, your country's position, and the 
reasons supporting your position. Think: problem, cause, solution. You should write 1 page 
per topic, including a bibliography page. ONE PAGE, DOUBLE SPACED AND 12-POINT 
FONT. Follow this outline for a position paper: 

 

I. Introduction 
 

A. Identifies your country and the committee you're on 

B. Gives your overall position on topics in order of importance to your country. 

C. Refers to your country as "we" not Afghanistan, Israel, etc. 

D. Mention each topic in order of importance to your country, and tell why 
 

II. Body 
 

A. Identify the problem and give background (Significance? Qualitative? 
Quantitative?) 

 

1. Main elements of the problem 

2. General positions of importance on the issues, for example, major 
powers, blocs, and other countries 

Make sure you give credit to your sources. 
 

B. Your country's position on the issue. What does your nation see as 
the causes? (Structural barriers? Gaps? Attitudes?) 

 

1. Check your country’s web sites for positions. 

2. Check UN sources, including speeches and votes on the resolutions 
proposed, to determine its past position. 

4. If all else fails, look at your nation’s interests, strengths, and 
weaknesses and try to make an educated guess about its position. 

4. Make sure you give credit to your sources. 
 

C. Offer solutions to the problem you see. 

1. Give the main reasons supporting your plan to solve the problems. 

2. Strongest reasons in favor of opposing positions and your points in rebuttal. 
 

II Conclusion 

A. Summarize main points 

B. End with a quote or “clincher” statement. 

 
 
 
 

 

INSTRUCTIONS FOR EMAIL PAPER SUBMISSION 
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1. Please submit all papers to the following email address: Stephan.Atkinson@uvu.edu . 

2. For a “superior” delegate designation, papers must be received by 11:59 PM on February 1, 
2024.  

3. When submitting the papers please instruct students to title documents THIS WAY: 

Country_Highschool_Committee  

For example, a title should look like, Canada_BrightonHS_ECOSOC. 

4. Staff members will be tracking the arrival of these papers. Additionally, the email address 

may be used to reach out to our staff with any preparatory or substantive questions about 

the conference. Staff members will not check the email account until after February 1, 

2024. Please do not request anything from them before that day. 

5. You will receive an email confirming receipt of the policy papers.  

mailto:Stephan.Atkinson@uvu.edu
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UTAH VALLEY UNIVERSITY 
MODEL UNITED NATIONS 

 

Saturday, February 3, 2024 
 
 

 
8:30 – 9:15 AM  Registration     Clarke Building (CB) lobby 
 
9:30 AM   Call to Order    Auditorium, CB101A  
    March of the Flags 
    Student Policy Speakers 
    Keynote Remarks 
 
10:15 AM – 12:00 PM Committee Sessions:  
    General Assembly   CB 104 
    WHO     CB 204 
    Security Council   CB 113 
    GA – Third Committee  CB 409 
 
12:00 – 1:00 PM  Lunch Recess   CB lobby 
 
1:00 – 3:00 PM  Committee Sessions (same rooms) 
 
3:00 – 3:30 PM  Closing Assembly  

& Recognition   Auditorium, CB101A 
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MODEL UNITED NATIONS 

Committee Activities Sequence 
 

1. Delegates Called to Order: 

A. Give name of committee 

B. Introduction of the chairs and judges 

2. Roll Call 

A. Indicated by raise of placard and saying “present and voting” or “present” in cases of non-voting members 
B. Establish numbers for majority (one-half), two thirds, and one-fifth 

3. Chairman reviews rules 

A. Speaking: 
i. Committee votes on setting time limit on speeches (“motion to amend speaker’s time”), 

but chair may establish limit of one or two minutes to begin. 

ii. During speaking time, one answers to questions (“Point of Information to the speaker”) will be 
deducted from speaking time 

iii. Delegates may not take a second question after declining to answer a first question. 
iv. Chairperson determines who will ask points of information from the committee. 

v. Only “Points of Order” (delegate recognizing an error in parliamentary procedure) should 
interrupt a speaker. 

4. Setting the Agenda 

A. Entertain motion to “Open Speakers List” to set agenda 
B. Delegates speak based on speaker’s list and present a proposal for the order in which agenda should 

be set (must include ALL topics) 
C. When all possible agenda orders have been spoken on (or at the Chair’s discretion, entertain a motion to 

“Adopt the (Insert country’s name) Agenda.” A specific agenda must be suggested. 
D. Agenda must pass by majority vote; if none adopted, continue with spears list; if agenda is adopted, 

spears list closes immediately 
5. Topic #1 

A. Entertain motion to “Open Speakers list” on adopted first topic. 

6. Caucusing 

A. Entertain motion to “Recess for the Purpose of Caucusing for (time suggested) minutes” delegate should 
suggest time for caucus. 

B. Move to immediate majority vote. 
C. Working papers can be drafted at this time 

7. Resolutions 

A. Submitted to chair as working papers with names of sponsors at top, and delegation names of one- fifth of 
body as signatories. 

B. Entered and numbered if it meets proper format (SC#1 for Social & Humanitarian Committee Resolution 
1) 

C. Must be read by one of the sponsors during formal debate before it can be referred to as a 
Resolution in committee. 

8. Amendments 
A. Submitted in writing to Chair indicating the lines to be changed, stricken or added. 
B. Entered and lettered if it meets proper format (Amendment SC #1-A for Social & Humanitarian Committee 

first amendment to Resolution 1) 
C. There is no such thing as a “friendly amendment.” 

9. Voting on Resolutions 

A. Entertain motion to “Close debate in topic #1.” If passed, speakers list is closed. 

B. Move to an immediate vote on all amendments, in order of letter, for first resolution, then of letter, for 
second resolution and vote on second resolution as amended, etc. 

10. Open Speakers List for Topic #2 and continue as above. 
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MODEL UNITED NATIONS (FAR WEST) - SHORT RULES 
 

P‑4 

P‑5 

P‑6 

P‑7 

Election and Duties of Rapporteur 

Statements by the Secretariat Quorum 

Voting Rights 

1/2 Secret ballot selects delegate to address closing Plenary Secretariat may 

make statement at any time 

Majority is needed to conduct business or vote; determined by the chair 

One member, one vote, no proxy 

P‑8 Agenda 1/2 GA & ECOSOC only; Vote of approval ONLY IF OBJECTION, 2/3 vote 

   for deletion, (2F/ 2A) 

P‑9 Additional & Supplemental Items 1/2 GA & ECOSOC only; Accompanied by materials; 2/3 vote AFTER 

   ADOPTION, (2F/ 2A) 

P‑10 Order of Business, Reordering 1/2 First Proposal to receive a majority, Secretariat’s order stands 

P‑11 Resolutions and Amendments  Must be submitted to chair; Same reordering process as P‑10 

P‑12 Discussion of Committee Reports  Closing Plenary only; If one option fails, other 3 are in order 

 Option I 1/2 Approve resolutions separately, with discussion 

 Option 2 1/2 Approve resolutions separately, without discussion 

 Option 3 2/3 Approve resolutions collectively, (2F/ 2A) 

 Option 4 2/3 Take note of committee’s report, (2F/ 2A) 

P‑13 Decisions on Competence 2/3 Not applicable to agenda items; Decisions of an item are debatable 

   (2F/ 2A) 

P‑14 Introduction, Sponsorship  Resolutions must be in before Substantive; all sponsors must agree to 

 & Withdrawal of Proposals  withdraw proposal 

P‑15 Reconsideration of Proposals 2/3 Only once per proposal, any proposal, (2F/ 2A) 

P‑16 Division of Resolutions 2/3 Immediately prior to voting on proposal; Operative clauses only; Then a 

   vote of the whole (2F/ 2A) 

P‑17 Voting on Resolutions and Amends 1/2 Friendly amendments: if no objection by sponsor, stand as amended 

P‑18 Voting Majority Required  All substantive decisions, majority vote of members present & voting 

P‑19 Members Present and Voting  Applies to members casting an affirmative of negative vote; abstentions 

   not counted in vote 

P‑20 Equally Divided Vote  If vote is equally divided, motion fails 

P‑21 Method of Voting, Roll Call Vote  Vote by show of placards; procedural motions may be approved by chair 

   with no objection 

P‑22 Conduct During Voting  During voting, only P‑25 or P‑14, withdrawal, may interrupt voting 

P‑23 Speeches and Comments  Must be recognized by the chair; time may be yielded 

P‑24 Right of Reply  Response to extraordinary comment on national or personal dignity; 

   Discretion of chair 

P‑25 Points of Parliamentary Procedure Point of Information, Inquiry, Personal Privilege, Order, Appeal, Dilatory  

P‑26 Order of Procedural Motions Priority: P‑27, P‑30, P‑29 

P‑27 Suspension or Adjournment of Meeting1/2 Suspend: must specify time period, adjourn is at closing 

P‑28 Postponement of Debate 1/2 Delays debate on an item; specify time (2F/ 2A) 

P‑29 Closure of Agenda Item 2/3 Unless reconsidered, no further action may be taken after closure on 

   that item (2F/ 2A) 

P‑30 Adjournment of Debate 2/3 Moves to next stage: Gen>Subst>Vote bloc; (2F/ 2A) 

P‑31 Credentials Committee  Examines challenges to credentials 

P‑32 Provisional Admission  A challenged delegation retains rights until examination is complete 

P‑33 Security Council Priority  May discuss, but cannot vote on items considered by SC 

P‑34 Rights of Observer Nations  Observer Nations limited to P‑24 & P‑25 (order), unless invited to 

   participate 

P‑35 Invitation to Silent Prayer or Meditation Only immediately after opening of 1st Plenary or immediately before 

  closing of final Plenary 

P‑36 Order of Plenary Business Body decides order of presentation of resolutions to GA 

P‑37 Selection of Speakers‑Plenary Session Body determines speakers list for debate in GA 

P‑38 Invitation to Participate 1/2 Once invited, an Observer Nation is limited to P‑23, P‑24, P‑25, but no 

  voting rights (2F/2A) 

P‑39 Participation by Non‑ECOSOC 1/2 Non‑ECOSOC member is granted all right of member except right to vote (2F/2A) 
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MODEL UNITED NATION (FAR WEST) - RULES OF PROCEDURE 

 

The Rules of Procedure of all Organs and their subdivisions as revised at the XXXIX Session of the United 
Nations General Assembly in New York shall be accepted as the basic standard for Model United Nations of the 
Far West. The Rules of Procedure for MUNFW are composed of two (2) distinct parts: the actual rules as adopted 
by the Membership Committee of the MUNFW and the Guide to Participation which details the actual procedures 
to be followed and further explains the rules themselves. This interpretation is a composite of rules used by the 
General Assembly in New York, past MUNFW practice, decisions of past Rules Committees, and interpretations 
of the Host Secretariats. 

 
The Host Secretariat shall update the Guide to Participation as necessary to reflect changes made in the Rules of 
Procedure by the previous year’s Rules Committee and give interpretations for all special committees and 
councils unique to that particular Session. All interpretations/changes made by the Host Secretariat in the Guide 
to Participation shall be forwarded to the Rules Committee for its evaluation. In the event of direct conflict between 
the actual numbered Rules of Procedure and the Guide to Participation, the actual Rules of Procedure as adopted 
by the Membership Committee shall take precedence, but otherwise the interpretations in the Guide to 
Participation shall be considered as binding as the actual Rules of Procedure. 

 
All references in the Governing Documents to Rules of Procedure shall apply to the Guide as well. 

 
All conflicts on interpretation of the Rules of Procedure and non-administrative sections of the MUNFW Governing 
Documents and the UN Charter that may arise from time to time during the Annual Session shall be decided by 
the Chair of the organ or its subdivision when the conflict arises. However, such conflicts may be referred to the 
Secretary-General for further review in the following ways: 

 

a. Through the chair of a delegation; 

 

b. Through the presiding officer of the Rules Committee; 

 

c. Through the presiding officer of the body in which the conflict arose. 
 
Those conflicts referred to the Secretary-General shall then be referred to the Rules Committee (see the 

appropriate sections of the By-Laws and Governing Documents on the Rules Committee). In the event of a conflict 
on interpretation of the Rules of Procedure, the Rules Committee may be requested to offer its interpretation. The 
interpretation offered by the Rules Committee shall be immediately binding unless or until the Membership 

Committee initiates action to overrule the decision of the Rules Committee. 

 
The Rules Committee shall submit amendments to the Rules of Procedure to the Membership Committee in any 
matter where a conflict has arisen from faulty wording.  

The Rules Committee may recommend changes in the Charter and By-laws of MUNFW to the Membership 
Committee when necessary to clarify procedural matters. The Rules of Procedure for all organs and their 

subdivisions may be amended by a decision of the Membership Committee on the recommendation of the Rules 
Committee. Changes made in the Rules by the Membership Committee will become effective at the next Session 

of the MUNFW. 
 
The Rules of Procedure perform several basic functions for a Model United Nations Conference: 

 

a. They are the procedures by which business is to be conducted; 

 

b. They delineate the responsibilities and functions of the presiding officers; 
 

c. They outline the means by which conflicts can be fairly and equitably resolved; 

 

d. They ensure that the proceedings have a degree of predictability, and equal opportunities for participation. 
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The Rules of Procedure shall be used at all meetings of the bodies of MUNFW; these bodies may not utilize other 
rules, suspend the rules, or amend the existing rules. 

 
Any member seeking recognition to make a motion, make an inquiry, or raise a point of order, must rise and state 

the rule under which he/she seeks recognition. If the Chair ascertains that the point which has been raised is not 
in fact a legitimate procedural point of order, it is as if the point were never raised. The Chair has not made a ruling 
by declaring it inadmissible, since it was not a point to begin with. The Chair may only rule on legitimate procedural 

points of order. Bearing this in mind, there can be no appeal of the Chair in such a case since no ruling was made 
on a procedural point. 

 

The Rules 

 
These Rules of Procedure shall be used for all bodies of the MUNFW, with the exception of the Security 
Council and World Bank. 

 
Definition of Terms: 

 

1. For the purpose of the Rules, the term “Chair” shall indicate the presiding officer of a body (e.g. the 
President of the General Assembly); 

 

2. The term “Vice-Chairs” shall indicate the Chair’s flanking officer(s); 
 

3. The term “Body” shall be defined as any assembly or meeting of the MUNFW; 

 

4. The capital letter “P,” the first part of the numeric rules designation, stands for “procedure” (not to be 
confused with “procedural motion”). 

 

5. The statement “two speakers in favor and two speakers against” means that there may be up to two speakers 
in favor of a motion, normally including the proposer, and up to two speakers opposed to the motion, but there is 
not a requirement that there must be two speakers in favor or two in opposition. 

 

P-1 Appointment of Officers 

 
The Secretary-General shall appoint a Chair and one or two Vice-Chairs of each committee. These Officers shall 
not vote. Chairs shall indicate to the Body the manner in which they wish to be addressed (President, Chairman, 
Chairwoman, Chairperson). 
 

 

P-2 Absence of Officers 
 
If the Chair finds it necessary to be absent during a meeting or any part thereof, he/she shall appoint a Vice-Chair 
to take his/her place. Acting as Chair, the Vice-Chair shall have the same powers and duties as the Chair. 

 

 

P-3 General Powers of the Chair 

 
Subject to these rules and to Article 12 of the MUNFW Bylaws, the Chair shall have complete control of the 
proceedings of the body, and the maintenance of order at its meetings; this includes the right to request that the 
Secretary-General remove from committee any delegate who is in flagrant violation of the MUNFW Charter or its 
Bylaws. 

 

In addition to other functions listed elsewhere in these rules, the Chair shall declare the opening and closing of 
each meeting, direct its discussion, ensure the observance of these rules, accord the right to speak, put 
questions, and announce decisions. In the course of discussion of an agenda item, the Chair may propose the 
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following procedural motions: 

 

1. The limitation of the time to be allowed to speakers; 

 

2. The number of comments and inquiries following each speech and the limitation of the number of times that 
each representative may speak on any matter under consideration; 

 

3. The closure of the speakers’ list; 
 

4. The suspension of the meeting (P-27); 

 

5. The adjournment of the meeting (P-27); 
 

6. The postponement of the agenda item under discussion (P-28); 

 

7. The adjournment of debate on the item under discussion (P-30); 

 

8. The closure of the agenda item under discussion (P-29). 

 

There is no provision under these rules allowing a delegate to propose motions 1, 2, or 3; only the Chair may 
propose them. However, under P-25 Information, a delegate may ask if the Chair would do so. (The word 
“propose” connotes making a motion, and such a motion made by the Chair shall be subject to the normal 
processes of the Rules of Procedure). Motions 1, 2, and 3 are not debatable and shall be put to a vote 
immediately. Motions 1 and 2 above may be reproposed and revoted without reference to P-15 (Reconsideration 
of Proposals). 

 
Subject to rule P-25, the Chair shall rule on points of order. The Chair, in exercise of his/her functions, remains 
under the authority of the body. The Chair’s rulings may be appealed (P-25 Appeal) with the exception of rulings 
on the Right of Reply (P-24). 

 

P-4 Election and Duties of Rapporteur 
 
After the conclusion of their business, all main committees, and any other body that chooses to, shall give a 
report of their work and findings to the General Assembly. This report, and any other presented to the General 
Assembly upon its request, shall be presented by a Rapporteur. 

 
A Rapporteur shall be elected by secret ballot early in the session. The Chair shall initiate early in the Session 
an initial secret ballot which shall serve as the nominating procedure. The two delegates receiving the highest 
number of votes shall be the nominees. A second secret ballot shall be taken immediately to elect one of the 
nominees to the position of Rapporteur by a majority vote. In case of a tie, there shall be a runoff conducted until 
one of the candidates receives a majority. The election of the Rapporteur is not debatable. The election of the 
Rapporteur may not be reconsidered unless an irregularity in voting is discovered by the Chair. 

 

The duties of the Rapporteur shall be to present to the Secretary-General the order of the resolutions of the 
Rapporteur’s committee for Plenary Session and the list of speakers for each resolution, subject to rule P-37 
(Selection of Speakers to Plenary Session). The Rapporteur orally presents the body’s report to the Plenary 

Session. The Rapporteur may either represent his/her country, thereby retaining the right to vote in the committee 
or designate another member of his/her delegation to take the Rapporteur’s place as a delegate in the committee. 

 

 
If, during the Plenary Sessions of the General Assembly, the President or the Assembly, by a majority vote, 

decide to request information about the conclusions reached by a body, the Rapporteur of that body will be invited 
to speak before the Assembly on the matter. This report may be given precedence over all other business subject 
to Rule P-26 (Order of Procedural Motions). The President of the General Assembly, at his/her discretion (P- 3), 

may allow the Rapporteur to answer questions from members of the Assembly 
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P-5 Statements by the Secretariat 
 

The Secretary-General, or a member of the Secretariat designated by him/her as his/her representative may, at 
any time, make either oral or written statements to any body concerning any question under consideration by it. 

 

P-6 Quorum 
 
A majority of the members credentialed to a body shall constitute a quorum. The Chair shall determine if a quorum 
is present. A quorum must be present for any decisions to be taken or for any matters to be put to a vote. 

However, the Chair may declare a meeting open and permit the debate to proceed when at least one third of the 
members of the body are present. The presence of a majority of the members shall be required for any decisions 
to be taken. 

 
If a representative doubts the presence of a quorum or majority, the representative may ask the Chair, under P-
25, for a ruling. 

 

P-7 Voting Rights 
 
Each Member State of the MUNFW shall have one vote in every body to which that State has been admitted as 
a voting member. This admission shall be determined by the Secretary-General only. No member or delegate 

may cast the vote of another member. 

 

P-8 Agenda 

 
Approval of the Agenda -- General Assembly and ECOSOC: At the opening of each Session, the provisional 
agenda shall be submitted to the General Assembly for approval. If there is no objection to the approval of the 
agenda, the Chair may declare the agenda adopted. ECOSOC will approve its own agenda in a similar manner at 
its opening meeting. 

 

Deletion of Agenda Items -- General Assembly and ECOSOC: If there are any objections to the adoption of an 
agenda item, that item shall be subject to a separate vote. Debate shall be limited to two speakers in favor of and 
two speakers against deletion. The Chair may limit the time allowed to speakers. A two-thirds majority is required 

to delete the item from the agenda. After all objections have been dealt with in this manner, the body shall vote 
on the adoption of the agenda as a whole, or the Chair may, with the consent of the body, declare the agenda 

adopted. A simple majority is required to adopt the agenda. 
 
After adoption of the agenda by the approving body (GA or ECOSOC, as applicable), bodies other than the 

General Assembly and ECOSOC shall not introduce new agenda items on their own initiative. 

 

P-9 Supplementary and Additional Items 

 
Supplementary items are items added to the agenda prior to its adoption. Additional items are those items placed 

on the agenda after its adoption. 
 

Any Member State, principal organ of MUNFW, or the Secretary-General may, prior to the approval of the agenda 
during the regular Plenary Session, request the inclusion of supplementary items on the Provisional Agenda. 
Proposers of supplementary items must supply explanatory memoranda and any basic documents or draft 
resolutions along with the proposed item to the Secretary-General for duplication and distribution to all members. 

These items shall be placed on the agenda if the approving body (GA or ECOSOC) so decides by a majority of 
the members present and voting. Debate shall be limited to two speakers in favor of inclusion of the 
supplementary item, including the proposer, and two speakers against. After debate, the motion shall be 
immediately put to the vote. The chair may limit the time for debate. 
 

Additional items of an “important and urgent character,” proposed during the session after the agenda has been 
approved, may be placed on the agenda if the approving body (GA or ECOSOC) so decides by a two-thirds 
majority of the members present and voting. Debate shall be limited to two speakers in favor of inclusion of the  
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additional item, including the proposer of the motion, and two speakers against. After debate, the motion shall be 
immediately put to the vote. The chair may limit the time for debate. 

 
The Secretary-General may request inclusion of an Additional item on his/her own initiative. Requests for the 
inclusion of Additional items from Member States must be submitted to the Secretary-General accompanied by 
a list containing the signatures of the Permanent Representatives of a majority of the Member States, an 
explanatory memorandum, and, if possible, by basic documents or a draft resolution to give evidence of the 
“important and urgent character” of the item. Additional items may be placed only on the agendas of the GA and 
ECOSOC, but these bodies may then allocate an item to one of their subsidiary bodies. 

 

P-10 Order of Business, Reordering of Agenda Items 

 
Each body shall normally consider items in their order on the agenda. After the approval of the agenda and prior 
to general debate, proposals for reordering the agenda items are in order. They shall be voted on in the order in 

which they are proposed. Once voting on the reordering of proposals has begun, no new proposals shall be 
accepted. The first proposal to receive a majority vote shall be the order of consideration. If none receives a 

majority vote, the Secretariat’s order shall stand. Proposals to reorder agenda items are not debatable. 
 
Once the agenda has been adopted, an item of urgent and important character may be placed immediately before 
the General Assembly or ECOSOC (P-9, Additional Items). Upon completion of consideration of the urgent item, 
the body shall resume its business from the point at which the new item was introduced. 
 

The General Assembly shall consider the items on the agenda which have been allocated to the Main Committees 
by means of committee reports, which may contain 

recommendations for Assembly action in resolution form. These reports shall be presented by a rapporteur (P-4 
Election and Duties of Rapporteur). 

 
The order of reports will be determined by the President of the General Assembly in consultation with the Chairs 

of the reporting bodies. 

 

P-11 Resolutions and Amendments 

 
Resolutions, while initiated by individual members or groups, are basic statements of the body’s policy. (For more 
information on resolutions, refer to the Guide section of the Delegates’ Handbook.) 

 
A motion is considered an amendment if it adds to, deletes from, or revises part of a proposal. Amendments 
which merely add a negative to alter the intent of a proposal shall not be considered amendments and are not 
admissible. Preambulatory clauses may not be amended. Amendments to amendments are not allowed. 
Sponsors may not amend their own proposals. 

 
Resolutions and amendments shall be submitted in writing to the Secretariat through the Chairs who shall 
circulate copies to all delegations. Debate on resolutions and amendments should not commence before copies 
of all resolutions and amendments have been made available to all Member States; however, at the Chair’s 
discretion, the Chair may permit resolutions and amendments not previously circulated. 

 
If two or more resolutions relate to the same agenda item, the body shall consider them in the order determined 
by the Secretariat unless it decides otherwise. 

Proposals to reorder resolutions are in order after the conclusion of Substantive Debate on the topic and before 
voting on any of the resolutions has begun. Proposals for reordering the resolutions shall be voted on in the order 
they are proposed. Once voting on these reordering proposals has begun, no new proposals shall be allowed. 
The first proposal to receive a majority vote shall be the voting order. If none receives a majority vote, the 

Secretariat’s order shall stand. 
 

After commencing to vote, the body may decide whether to vote on the next resolution. A “vote not to vote” 
(decision not to vote) on a resolution requires a simple majority. Decisions whether to vote or not to vote on 
resolutions must be made for each resolution individually. 
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P-12     Discussion of Committee Reports 
 
The General Assembly has the following four options regarding the Committee Reports. Any of these motions 
are in order after the Rapporteur’s report. If one is proposed and fails, any of the remaining three are then in 

order. If the second and third options fail also, the remaining option is automatically adopted by the Assembly. 
 

1. A representative may move to discuss the Committee Report with debate limited to five minutes for and 
against each resolution (refer to P-37, Selection of Speakers to Plenary Session). This motion is not 
debatable, and shall be voted on immediately. A simple majority is required to pass this motion. If the 
motion passes, the Chair shall call upon speakers according to the list presented by the Rapporteur of 
each committee, alternating between those speakers in favor and those against the resolution. The 
resolutions shall be presented in the order selected by the committee (P-36 Order of Presentation). There 
is no provision for members of the Assembly to speak on the substance of the resolutions. After the 
presentation, the resolutions will be voted upon immediately. 

 

2. A representative may move to vote on each resolution in the committee report individually, without 
debate on either the report or the resolutions. This motion is not debatable; it requires a simple majority 
to pass. 

 

3. A representative may move to vote on all resolutions collectively, thereby adopting or disregarding 
all resolutions in the committee’s report in one vote. This motion is debatable, with two speakers in favor 
of the motion, including the proposer, and two speakers against. After debate, the motion shall be 

immediately put to the vote; it requires a two-thirds majority to pass. The Chair may limit the time allowed 
to speakers. 

 

4. A representative may move merely to take note of the Committee’s report. This option precludes voting 
on all of the resolutions. This motion is debatable with two speakers in favor of the motion, including the 
proposer, and two speakers against. After debate, the motion shall be immediately put to the vote; it 
requires a two- thirds majority to pass. The Chair may limit the time allowed to speakers. 

 
Resolutions represent the decision of the General Assembly only when the Assembly has adopted them by the 
required majority. 
 

P-13 Decisions on Competence 
 

This motion is in order any time after the beginning of substantive debate. This motion does not pertain to 
agenda items. It should concern itself only with the jurisdiction of the body to act on the issue discussed in the 

motion in question. 

 
Subject to rule P-26 (Order of Procedural Motions), any motion calling for a decision on the competence of a 
body to discuss or to adopt a proposal submitted to it shall be put to the vote before a vote is taken on the 
proposal in question. Decisions on competence are debatable with two speakers in favor of the motion, including 

the proposer, and two speakers against. After debate, the motion shall be immediately put to the vote; it requires 
a two-thirds majority to pass. The Chair may limit the time allowed to speakers. 

 

P-14    Introduction, Sponsorship and Withdrawal of Proposals 

Proposals shall be defined as: 
 

1. Procedural motions; 

2. Resolutions, 

3. Substantive amendments. 
 

A proposal may be made by any member of the body. Procedural motions are introduced orally, discussed, and 
voted upon without written presentation. Procedural motions may be withdrawn at any time before voting on 

them has commenced. 
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Resolutions shall be submitted within one half hour after the end of general debate on the agenda item. 
Amendments shall be submitted by the end of substantive debate on the agenda item; however, if substantive 

debate is adjourned before the speakers’ list is exhausted, the Chair shall immediately accept all remaining 
amendments. Such amendments may be introduced (read) by the proposer at the discretion of the Chair, but 
there shall be no further debate on them. Resolutions and amendments are normally introduced verbally during 

substantive debate, but they are considered formally introduced upon being accepted and numbered by the 
Chair. 

 

No resolution or amendment shall be discussed or put to a vote unless it has been submitted to the Chair in 
writing and copies of it have been circulated to all delegations by the Chair. However, the Chair may permit short 

amendments to be discussed and voted upon if they can be easily communicated to the delegates, even 
though such proposals have not been previously circulated. The Chair shall determine what constitutes a short 
amendment. 

 
Any member may sponsor a resolution. A member may ask to be added to the list of sponsors of an existing 

resolution. During substantive debate, sponsorship of a resolution, or withdrawal of sponsorship of a resolution, 
will be allowed only up to the time at which substantive debate is concluded on the item. During voting bloc, after 
amendments have been resolved and immediately prior to voting on a resolution, the Chair may ask delegates to 

indicate adding or withdrawal of sponsorship by use of raised placards. 
 

If sponsorship of a proposal has been withdrawn, and no member wishes to sponsor said proposal, the whole 
proposal shall be considered withdrawn. If a proposal has been sponsored by two or more member states, all 
sponsors must agree to withdraw sponsorship for the proposal to be considered withdrawn. Once a resolution 
has been passed by a body, the body itself becomes the sponsor of the resolution. 

 

P-15    Reconsideration of Proposals 
 

When a proposal has been adopted or rejected, it may not be reconsidered at the same session unless the 
body, by a two-thirds majority of the members present and voting, so decides. Permission to speak on a motion 
for reconsideration shall be accorded only to two speakers opposing the motion, after which it shall be 

immediately put to the vote. It requires a two-thirds majority to pass. The Chair may limit the time allowed to 

speakers. A motion to reconsider a proposal may be made only once for the same proposal. 

 

P-16    Division of Resolutions 

 
The division process is a means to remove operative paragraphs from a resolution. Preambulatory paragraphs 
and amendments may not be divided (deleted). A motion for division is in order only immediately prior to voting 
on a resolution or a resolution as amended. 

 
The motion should specify which operative paragraph the proposer wishes to delete from the resolution. If there 
is no objection to a specific motion for division, the motion will be adopted and the paragraph deleted. If an 
objection is made, the motion shall be voted upon. Debate will consist of two speakers in favor of the motion, 
including the proposer, and two against. After debate, the motion shall be immediately put to the vote; it requires 
a simple majority to pass. The Chair may limit the time allowed to speakers. After the first specific motion for 
division is considered, additional specific motions are in order and will be handled in the same manner as the 
first. Only one such motion may be on the floor at any one time. When voting on a motion to divide, a motion for 
a P-21 is not in order. 

 
After all motions for division have been considered, those parts of the resolution which remain shall be put to 
the vote as a whole. If they pass, the resolution is adopted. However, if all operative paragraphs of the resolution 
were deleted through the division process, the resolution shall be considered to have been rejected as a whole. 

 

P-17    Voting on Resolutions and Amendments 

 
If an amendment is moved to a proposal, the amendment shall be voted on first. If there are no objections to the 
amendment by the sponsor(s) of the proposal, the Chair may declare the amendment a friendly amendment, 
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and the proposal shall stand as amended. If there is more than one amendment to a proposal, the amendments 
shall be voted on in the order numbered by the Secretariat. However, where the adoption of one amendment 
automatically implies the rejection of another amendment, the latter amendment shall not be put to a vote. 

 
After all motions for amendments of a proposal have been dealt with in this fashion, the body shall vote on the 
proposal as amended. 

 

P-18    Voting Majority Required 
 

All substantive decisions shall be made by a simple majority of members present and voting. All procedural 
motions shall require a simple majority of members present and voting to pass, except where specifically stated 

otherwise. 
 

P-19    Members Present and Voting 
 

For the purposes of these rules, the phrase “members present and voting” means members casting an affirmative 
or negative vote. Members which abstain from voting are considered as not voting. 

 

P-20    Equally Divided Vote 

 
If a vote is equally divided on matters other than elections, the proposal shall be regarded as rejected. 

 

P-21    Method of Voting, Roll Call Vote 

 
All bodies shall normally vote by a show of placards. The Chair may obtain approval of a procedural motion by 
statements which permit approval without a formal vote, i.e., “hearing no objections,” “with your consent.” 

 
On any substantive proposal, with the exception of a P-16, a delegate may request a roll call vote. The request 
must be made before the vote has begun. This request is a procedural motion requiring a majority vote in the 
General Assembly; the request is granted automatically in all other bodies. The roll call shall be taken in the 
alphabetical order of the English names of the members, beginning with the member whose name is drawn by 
lot by the Chair. The name of each member shall be called in any roll call, and the member shall respond with 
“yes,” “no,” “abstention,” “yes with explanation,” “no with explanation,” or “pass.” Only one pass will be allowed 
per delegate per vote. The result of the voting shall be inserted in the record in the English alphabetical order of 
the names of the members. A delegate may choose to change his vote before the result of the vote has been 
entered into the record. After the result of a vote has been entered, a member may explain his/her vote. The 
Chair may limit the time for debate.  

 

P-22    Conduct During Voting 

 
Immediately prior to the commencement of the voting, the Chair shall read the title and number of the proposal 

to be voted upon. After the Chair has announced the beginning of voting, no member shall interrupt the voting 
except on a point of order in connection with the actual conduct of the voting (P-25 Point of Order), or to withdraw 
sponsorship of a resolution that was amended, which has to be moved immediately after it was amended (P-14 

Withdrawal of Sponsorship). 

 

P-23    Speeches and Comments 
 
During discussion of each agenda item, the normal conduct of business shall include a period of speeches for 
general debate on the item, as well as a period for substantive debate on the resolutions and substantive 
amendments submitted for the item. The Chair may propose the time limits for speeches (P-3 General Powers of 
the Chair). Substantive debate shall not begin until all resolutions have been formally introduced (P-17 Voting on 
Resolutions and Amendments). 
No representative may address the body without having previously obtained the permission of the Chair. The Chair 
shall call upon speakers in the order in which they have signified their desire to speak. The Chair may call a 

speaker to order if his/her remarks are not relevant to the subject under discussion, or if the representative has 
exceeded the allotted time. No delegate may interrupt a speaker except on a point of order. Such a point shall 
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pertain to the delegate’s right to speak. 

 

Short comments may be allowed only on the previous speech and at the discretion of the Chair. The Chair may 
propose the time limits for short comments (P-3 General Powers of the Chair). 

 
When time allotted to a speaker is limited, a representative may yield a portion of that time to another delegate. 
This yielded time must be utilized at the time it is yielded. Any representative on the speakers list may request 
that his/her country’s name be placed at the bottom of the speaker’s list as it stands at that moment. 

 

P-24    Right of Reply 

 
The right of reply is a privilege granted by the Chair, not a right assumed by a Member State. At his/her discretion, 
the Chair may accord the right to reply to any member if a preceding speech has contained extraordinary 
comment bearing directly on the national or personal dignity of the delegate concerned, and shall limit the time 
accorded for reply. Granting of the right of reply shall not be debated or be put to a vote; a Chair’s decision to 
deny the right of reply may not be appealed. 

 

P-25    Points of Parliamentary Procedure 
 
Any delegate rising under P-25 must state specifically the point to which he/she is rising. 

 

Point of Information 

If a representative wishes to obtain a clarification of procedure or a statement of the question before the body, 
the representative may address a point of information to the Chair who shall answer it without delay. 

 
Point of Inquiry 
During debate, a representative may wish to ask a question of another representative. Such a question shall be 
addressed to the Chair and shall be germane to the item under discussion. The delegate to whom the question 
is directed then may decide whether he/she wishes to answer the question at that time, respond to it in writing, or 
refuse to accept the question. 

If the representative wishes to accept the question, he/she shall direct the answer to the Chair. At no point may 

a delegate address another delegate directly. The Chair may rule whether the question is germane. 

 
Point of Personal Privilege 
If a representative wishes to raise a question or make a request relating to the organization of the meeting, the 
comfort of its members, or the conduct of its members and officers, the representative may rise to a point of 
personal privilege. The Chair may then take such action as the Chair deems necessary. 

 

A representative may not interrupt a speaker during formal debate to rise to a point of personal privilege, nor may 
the representative speak on the substance of the matter under discussion. 

 
Point of Order 
During the discussion of any matter, if a representative believes that the body is proceeding in a manner contrary 
to that specified in one of the Rules of Procedure, he/she shall rise to a point of order immediately, which shall 
be recognized by the Chair without delay. The Chair shall rule on that point of order immediately in accordance 
with the Rules of Procedure and Article 12 of the Model United Nations Bylaws. 
 
A point of order, raised at any time, shall refer to the matter at hand at the time only. A representative rising to a 
point of order may not speak on the substance of the matter under discussion. 

 
Appeal 

A representative may appeal a ruling of the Chair. The appeal shall be put to a vote immediately, and the chair’s 
ruling shall stand unless overruled by a two-thirds majority of members present and voting. 

 
Exceptions: rulings under P-6 and P-24 are not subject to appeal. 

 

Dilatory 
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Only the Chair may rule that a motion is dilatory in nature. A dilatory motion shall be defined as any motion which 

seeks to obstruct or thwart the will of the body, or to obstruct or thwart the progress of the meeting. The ruling by 
the Chair that a motion is dilatory means that the motion is considered not in order at this time. 

 

P-26    Order of Procedural Motions 

 
Subject to rule P-25, the following procedural motions shall have precedence in the following order over all other 
proposals before the meeting: 

 

1. to suspend the meeting (P-27), 

2. to adjourn the meeting (P-27), 

3. postponement of debate (P-28), 

4. adjournment of debate (P-30), 

5. closure of agenda item (P-29). 
 

P-27    Suspension or Adjournment of Meeting 

 
During the discussion of any matter, a representative may move for the suspension or the adjournment of the 
meeting. Such motions shall not be debated but shall be immediately put to the vote; they require a simple 
majority to pass. Any motion to suspend the meeting shall specify the time period for which the meeting shall be 
suspended. No official business may take place while the body is in suspension. When the meeting has 
reconvened, the business of the meeting shall continue from the point at which it was suspended. 

 

Adjournment of the meeting is defined as meaning that all business of the body contained in the agenda has 
been completed, and would only be moved at the last meeting of the body. 

 

P-28    Postponement of Debate 
 
Postponement of debate may occur only in reference to agenda items. A motion calling for postponement of 

debate shall state the time at which debate on the agenda item shall continue. If debate is postponed, the body 
shall move on to the item with the next highest priority in the order of business. 

 
Debate on this motion shall be limited to two speakers in favor of the motion, including the proposer, and two 
speakers against. After debate, the motion shall be immediately put to the vote; it requires a simple majority to 
pass. The Chair may limit the time allowed to speakers. 

 

P-29    Closure of Agenda Item 

 
At any time, a representative may move for the closure of the agenda item under discussion, whether or not any 

other representative has signified his/her wish to speak. Permission to speak on closure of the item shall be 
accorded to two speakers in favor of the motion, including the proposer, and two speakers against. After debate, 
the motion shall be immediately put to the vote; it requires a two-thirds majority to pass. The Chair may limit the 

time allowed to speakers. 
 

Subject to P-15, no further action on the agenda item may be taken after closure of the agenda item has been 
adopted. If an agenda item is closed, the body shall move on to the item with the next highest priority in the order 
of business. 

P-30    Adjournment of Debate 

 
During the discussion of any matter, a representative may move the adjournment of debate on the item under 
discussion. Permission to speak on adjournment of debate shall be accorded two speakers in favor of the 
motion, including the proposer, and two speakers 

against. After debate, the motion shall be immediately put to the vote; it requires a two- thirds majority to pass. 
The Chair may limit the time allowed to speakers. 

 
If general debate is adjourned, the next item of business shall be substantive debate on the same item. If 
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substantive debate is adjourned, the Chair shall immediately ask for all remaining amendments. The next order 
of business shall be voting on the resolutions on the same item. 

 

P-31    Credentials Committee 

 

A representative may challenge another representative’s credentials if there is a major discrepancy between the 
latter’s vote on a proposal and the Member State’s actual policy on that item according to that Member State’s 
policy statement. A motion to challenge credentials is in order at any time after a discrepancy has been detected 

and has to be submitted to the Chair in writing, explaining the discrepancy and offering proof of the violation, and 
bearing the signature of both the permanent representative of the challenger’s state and the permanent 

representative of the challenged state. 
 
The Chair, in turn, will inform the body and the Secretary-General of the challenge. The Secretary General will 

then appoint a Credentials Committee to resolve the challenge. The Committee shall consist of nine (9) members 
representing the diverse regional and ideological blocs. The Credentials Committee may examine the credentials 

of any delegation whose credentials have been challenged and report its findings to the General Assembly 
without delay. Then, in a timely manner, the General Assembly shall decide on the action regarding the 
recommendation of the Credentials Committee. 

 
Once a delegate’s credentials have been challenged, his whole delegation’s credentials will be considered 
challenged and all delegates of the Member State will be seated provisionally in accordance with P-32 (Provisional 

Admission). 

 

P-32    Provisional Admission 

 
Any delegation whose credentials have been challenged (P-31) shall be seated provisionally with the same rights 
as before the challenge, until the Credentials Committee has reported in accordance with Rule P-31 and the 
General Assembly has given its decision. 

 

P-33    Security Council Priority 

 
While the Security Council is exercising in respect to any dispute or situation the functions assigned to it in the 

present Charter, no body shall make any recommendations with regard to that dispute or situation unless the 
Security Council so requests. Bodies may discuss but not vote upon such matters. A suspension of more than 
twenty-four hours by the Security Council will be considered its final action, allowing all bodies to resume voting 

on those questions. 
 

The Secretary-General, with the consent of the Security Council, shall notify the General Assembly at each 

session of any matters relative to the maintenance of international peace and security of which the Security 
Council is seized. He/she shall also inform the General Assembly, and all other bodies, immediately after the 
Security Council ceases to deal with such matters. 

 
The one exception to this is provided for in the “Uniting for Peace” resolution adopted by the UN on 3 November 
1950. This resolution provides, among other things, that if the Security Council, because of lack of unanimity of 

its permanent members, fails to exercise its primary responsibility for the maintenance of peace in a case where 
there appears to be a threat to peace, breach of the peace, or acts of aggression, the General Assembly shall 
consider the matter immediately with a view to make recommendations for collective measures to Member States, 

including the use of armed forces when necessary to maintain international peace and security. 
 

 

P-34    Rights of Observers 

 
Any non-member state or organization may be invited to assume Observer status and may observe the workings 
of any body of the MUNFW, at the discretion of the Secretary- General. 

 
Observers shall be limited to rising under P-24 unless “invited to participate” in the debate (P-38 or P-39). 
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P-35 Invitation to Silent Prayer or Meditation 
 
Immediately after the opening of the first Plenary meeting and immediately preceding the closing of the final 
Plenary meeting of each Session of the General Assembly, the Chair shall invite the representatives to observe 
one minute of silence dedicated to prayer or meditation. 

 

P-36    Order of Plenary Business 

 
Each Main Committee may determine the order in which resolutions on an agenda item shall be presented in 

Plenary Session. This is done at the last committee meeting, provided more than one resolution has been passed 
on any agenda item discussed by the Committee. In the absence of committee action, the Rapporteur may, in 
consultation with the Committee Chairs, determine the order of presentation. The Rapporteur shall transmit this 

information to the Secretary-General and President of the General Assembly as soon as it is available. 
 

P-37    Selection of Speakers to Plenary Session 

 
Each body which is submitting a final report on its work to the General Assembly shall determine a speakers list 
for each resolution to be debated in the Plenary Session. The 

Rapporteur shall transmit this information to the Secretary-General and President of the General Assembly as 
soon as it is available. 

 
If the General Assembly decides to discuss the committee’s report, under the provisions of P-12, option 1, debate 
in Plenary Session will be limited to five minutes allocated to speakers for the resolution and five minutes allocated 
to the speakers against the resolution. This time shall be equally divided among the speakers on each side. 

 

These five minute blocks will be awarded to speakers in favor of and against each resolution individually. 

 

P-38    Invitation to Participate 

 
Observer Nations or other organizations may be invited to participate in debate in any body (except ECOSOC) by 
that body. Debate on this motion shall be limited to two speakers in favor of the motion, including the proposer, 
and two speakers against. After debate, the motion shall be immediately put to the vote; it requires a simple 
majority to pass. The Chair may limit the time allowed to speakers. Once invited, the Observer Nation(s) or 
Organization(s) shall be limited to rising under P-23, P-24, P-25 (all six points) only, and do not acquire the right 
to vote. 

 

P-39    Participation by Non-ECOSOC Members 
 
The Economic and Social Council may invite any non-member of the Council to participate in its deliberations on 
any matter which the Council considers of particular interest to that non-member. Any non-member thus invited 

shall not have the right to vote, but may submit proposals which may be put to the vote at the request of any 
member of the Council and shall be privy to all other rights allocated to a member of the Council for the time 

period of the invitation. 
 

Debate on this motion shall be limited to two speakers in favor of the motion, including the proposer, and two 

speakers against. After debate, the motion shall be immediately put to the vote; it requires a simple majority to 

pass. The Chair may limit the time allowed to speakers. 
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