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Abstract 

 

Gender-based violence (GBV) is a continuing reality that takes place during situations of armed 

conflict and displacements with no regard for human rights or the trauma (physical and mental) 

that victims have to go through. The vulnerability of victims and the strategic approach of inflicting 

violence on them is the exploitation of the human body. Most GBVs are gone underreported or 

considered insignificant by domestic laws which shower injustice on victims who have to suffer 

the prolonged effects of the event. GBV is an obstruction in the face of achieving gender equality 

and empowerment of all girls and women, which is one of the most important objectives of the 

Sustainable Development Goals (SDGs). This paper focuses on the SDG 16 and the SDG 5 with 

the chosen topic. 

 

The paper uses a doctrinal research method in conjunction with qualitative legal research analysis 

in the preparation of the research paper. The paper looks at the social, cultural, and political 

factors that mold the contextual elements in the said narrative. The paper concentrates on the 

current legal regime in international law and investigates the research hypothesis for future 

development. 

 

Keywords: Gender-Based Violence, Sustainable Development Goals, Armed Conflict, 
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"War is an inherently patriarchal activity, and rape is one of the most extreme expressions of the 

patriarchal drive toward masculine domination over the woman. This patriarchal ideology is further 

enforced by the aggressive character of the war itself, that is to dominate and control another 

nation or people." (Sajor, 1998) 

 

Introduction  

 

The most widespread and yet the least acknowledged human rights violation in the world is 

gender-based violence (GBV). GBV is a global public health problem that poses challenges in 

human health, with a higher prevalence in developing countries. GBV is an abuse of human rights 

that occurs internationally, in both developing and developed countries, regardless of culture, 

socioeconomic class, or religion (Muluneh et al., 2020). In the past decade, the relationship 

between GBV and armed conflicts has received much international attention. The impact and 

implications of violence against women have led to numerous attempts to address accountability 

and impunity issues through processes that include access to justice mechanisms. The number 
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of forcibly displaced people worldwide rose to 90 million by the end of 2021 (UNHCR, 2022). 

Displacement causes several problems and difficulties for women, especially in the context of 

armed conflict. Resultantly, their lives are endangered by the dreadful atrocities of armed conflict 

throwing them to unbearable sufferings (Seneviratne, 2008). Local and international organizations 

have documented reports of sexual violence perpetrated by Russian military forces. This 

mounting crisis suggests, not for the first time, that conflict-related sexual violence requires urgent 

action (Stark et al., 2022). There is an urgent need for enhanced investment by the international 

community to break the vicious cycle of sexual violence and impunity (UNSC, 2022). 

 

In recent times, there have emerged extensive accounts of violence against women in times of 

armed conflict. Systematic rape and other forms of GBV are increasingly used as weapons of war 

in armed conflicts in different regions of the world. Furthermore, the use of rape to reinforce 

policies of ethnic cleansing and the establishment of camps explicitly intended for sexual torture 

and the forcible impregnation of women are tragic developments which mark a definite escalation 

of violence against women in situations of armed conflicts (Sajor, 1998). 

 

All this act of violence is a hindrance to the SDG 16 - Promote peaceful and inclusive societies 

for sustainable development, provide access to justice for all, and build effective, accountable and 

inclusive institutions at all levels, specifically the targets of 16.1 and 16.2 along with the SDG 5- 

Achieve gender equality and empower all women and girls where the target of 5.2 is affected. 

This research paper will be an analysis of the proposed topic with the said SDG’s. 

 

Review of Literature 

 

Understanding GBV 

 

International law has not employed a specific definition for sexual violence and GBV. Sexual 

violence has been defined in the World Report on Violence and Health as ‘any sexual act, attempt 

to obtain a sexual act, unwanted sexual comments or advances, or acts to traffic, or otherwise 

directed, against a person’s sexuality using coercion, by any person regardless of their 

relationship to the victim, in any setting, including but not limited to home and work’ (Wood, 2004). 

Whereas GBV is the violence that is directed against a person on the basis of their sex or gender, 

and it includes acts that inflict emotional, physical, mental or sexual harm or suffering, threats of 

such acts, coercion and other deprivations of liberty. This term encompasses those types of 

intimate partner violence (IPV) and non-partner rape, as well as a range of violent acts including 

other physical, psychological, economic, and sexual violence, exploitive or coercive acts, as well 

as harmful traditional practices (UNGA, 1993). 

 

GBV is a broader umbrella term referring to any harmful act that is perpetrated against a person’s 

will, and that is based on socially ascribed (gender) differences between males and females, 

which in most settings privilege men (Tol et al., 2013). It is psychological, physical, and/or sexual 

violence perpetrated or condoned within the family, the general community, or by the state and 

its institutions (UNGA, 1993). 
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GBV includes a host of harmful behaviors directed at women and girls due to their sex, including 

wife abuse, sexual assault, dowry-related murder, marital rape, selective malnourishment of 

female children, forced prostitution, genital mutilation of female children, and sexual abuse of 

female children. Specifically, violence against women includes any act of verbal or physical force, 

coercion, or life-threatening deprivation, directed at an individual woman or girl that causes 

physical or psychological harm, humiliation, or arbitrary deprivation of liberty, and that perpetuates 

female subordination (Heise et al., 1999). 

 

Understanding Armed Conflict 

 

An armed conflict exists whenever there is a resort to armed force between states or protracted 

armed violence between governmental authorities and organised armed groups or between such 

groups within a state as stated in Prosecutor Vs. Dusko Tadic (IT-94-1-A) at the ICTY on 2 

October 1995. There are two types of armed conflict in International Humanitarian Law (IHL), 

international and non-international armed conflicts. Common Article 2 to the 1949 Geneva 

Conventions provides that: In addition to the provisions which shall be implemented in peacetime, 

the present Convention shall apply to all cases of declared war or of any other armed conflict 

which may arise between two or more of the High Combating Parties, even if the state of war is 

not recognised by one of them. The Convention shall also apply to all cases of partial or total 

occupation of the territory of a High Contracting Party, even if the said occupation meets with no 

armed resistance (see Prosecutor v Thomas Lubanga Dyilo (ICC-01/04-01/06)).  

 

Armed conflict is divided into the following three subsets (Gleditsch et al., 2002) 

 

1. Minor Armed Conflict: at least 25 battle related deaths per year and fewer than 1,000 

battle-related deaths during the course of the conflict.  

 

2. Intermediate Armed Conflict: at least 25 battle-related deaths per year and an 

accumulated total of at least 1,000 deaths, but fewer than 1,000 in any given year. 

 

3. War: at least 1,000 battle-related deaths per year. 

 

Conflicts are further distinguished on the basis of different types (Small and Singer, 1982) 

 

1. Interstate armed conflict occurs between two or more states. 

 

2. Extra-state armed conflict occurs between a state and a non-state group outside its own 

territory.  

 

3. Internationalized internal armed conflict occurs between the government of a state and 

internal opposition groups with intervention from other states.  

 

4. Internal armed conflict occurs between the government of a state and internal opposition 

groups without intervention from other states. 
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In times of armed conflict (international and non-international), the main body of applicable law is 

International Humanitarian Law. Human Rights Law was initially conceived to be applicable in 

peacetime. Its applicability to wartime was hardly considered. Since the 1960s, this position was 

reversed (Kolb, 1999). It is today generally accepted that Human Rights Law applies also in 

situations of armed conflict (Sassàli, 2007). 

 

Understanding Displacement 

 

Wars and armed conflicts are the main causes of displacement across the world. However, these 

conflicts still lead to the large-scale displacement of men, women, and children seeking refuge in 

neighbouring states. However, the nature of forced migration is increasingly changing, as more 

and more people are forced to seek refuge within the borders of their own state, as internally 

displaced persons (hereafter ‘IDP’) (Odhiambo-Abuya, 2003). Currently, internal conflict is 

credited as the principle cause of the displacement of an estimated 10,000 people daily (Lewis, 

1992). Burundi, Rwanda, the Sudan, Sri Lanka, Columbia, Tajikistan, and former republics of the 

Soviet Union, such as Azerbaijan and Chechnya, are just a few of the countries with internally 

displaced persons (Cohen and Deng, 1998). Internal displacement occurs as the result of a 

number of happenings, i.e. armed conflict, internal strife, grave violation of human rights, political 

upheavals and persecution, for economic reasons and other natural or human-made disasters 

(Senevirantne, 2006). The General Assembly of the United Nations noted ‘with concern’:  

 

“The number of refugees and displaced persons of concern to the High Commissioner, as well of 

other persons whom her office had been asked to extend assistance and protection, has 

continued to increase and that their protection continues to be seriously jeopardized in many 

situations as a result of ... threats to their physical security, dignity,, and well-being, and lack of 

respect for their physical security, dignity and well-being, and lack of respect for fundamental 

freedoms and human rights” (UNGA, 1982). 

 

Statement of the Research Problem 

 

On 25 September 2015, the 193 member states of the United Nations (UN) unanimously adopted 

the SDGs, a set of 17 goals and 169 targets aiming to transform the world over the next 15 years. 

These goals are aimed at eliminating poverty, discrimination, abuse, and preventable deaths, 

addressing environmental destruction, and ushering in an era of development for all people, 

everywhere (UNGA, 2016). The SDGs set the agenda for global priorities in development 

between now and 2030. This agenda represents a welcome change to its predecessors, the 

Millennium Development Goals (MDGs). It was acknowledged that the persistence of violence 

against women even after 15 years of MDGs has undermined the progress on other MDGs, given 

its crippling effect on women’s ability to contribute to and benefit from broader developmental 

processes (UN, 2014). Universally, they call for a sustainable future, whereby all people enjoy 

equal rights and poverty is a thing of the past. Goal 5 is aimed more broadly at achieving gender 

equality and empowering all women and girls, and target 5.2 specifically aims to eliminate all 

forms of violence against women and girls. Achieving gender equality is impossible without ending 

violence against women and girls, and vice versa. Sustainable development relies on peace, 
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justice, and inclusive, effective, and accountable institutions. However, we cannot achieve 

sustainable development, including SDG 16, without ending violence against women and girls 

(Homan and Fulu, 2021). Reducing gender-based violence (GBV) is a public good that benefits 

individuals, families, and communities in many ways. Reducing GBV is a driver for progress 

across a host of specific SDG targets (Lang et al., 2019). 

 

The importance of bringing an end to all forms of violence against women and girls has further 

been reiterated in the SDGs, which for the first time recognise this as central to the achievement 

of SDG 5 on gender equality and women’s empowerment, as well as several other SDG targets, 

including those related to health (SDG 3) (Heidari and García Moreno, 2016). 

 

The UN has noted that with the rise to prominence of violent extremist groups in recent years, the 

systematic use of sexual violence against women and children has become a tactic of terrorism 

(UN, 2016). Many of today’s conflicts displace masses of people and result in women’s and 

children’s exposure to violence, family separation, splintering of community solidarity, shattered 

social trust, and inability to create an adequate livelihood (Ai et al., 2002). GBV takes varies forms 

during armed conflicts like domestic violence, pornography, genital mutilation, and prostitution 

(Lombard, 2021). 

 

Concurrently, the UN acknowledges that in armed conflict and post conflict situations, the 

vulnerability of displaced persons to human trafficking for the purposes of exploitation, including 

sexual violence, increases (UNODC, 2016). Displaced and refugee women, who find themselves 

forced to leave their place of origin and move to other locations, whether in the same country or 

elsewhere, deserve special attention, in view of the specific forms of violence they suffer. Although 

political and military violence obliges men and women alike to leave their places of residence, 

and affects them in a similar way because they are both victims of the same kind of aggression, 

the experiences of men and women, and the meaning and connotations attached to these 

experiences, cannot be seen as independent from a gender-based analysis, especially 

considering the issue of rape and the mistreatment and assaults women suffer at the hands of 

the men who form part of those same displaced population groups (Rico, 1997). Displaced women 

are vulnerable to all forms of violence at every stage of their flight (UNHCR, 1991). In armed 

conflicts and warfare, sexual violence against women, as well as men, is used as a tactic of war, 

with grave consequences on the physical, mental, and sexual and reproductive health of survivors 

of violence (Heidari and Moreno, 2016). 

 

Purpose 

 

To state the measurable purpose of the research undertaken, this study was geared to achieve 

the following: 

 

1) To study the various conflict and displacement situations around the world in order to 

highlight the severity of GBV and impact on the SDG’s. 
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2) To examine the social, cultural, and political factors in GBV during armed conflict and 

displacement.  

 

Research Questions 

 

1. What is the relationship between GBV and SDG in the present time of armed conflict and 

displacement? 

 

2. How will solving the current legal lacuna with regard to GBV in armed conflict and 

displacement help achieve the SDG for the future? 

 

Data Collection and Methodology 

 

In accordance with the objectives of the present study, the doctrinal research design has been 

adopted. The doctrinal design has been used to study the jurisprudential development in the 

several armed conflict and displacement situations used. This has been done primarily with the 

help of case laws and leading judgments of various courts along with research studies conducted 

by experts in International Humanitarian Law and International Refugee Law. Reports from 

committees and commissions have been scanned for issues relating to the research problem. 

 

The scope of the research extends to the past 50 years in process through the different kinds of 

conflict and displacement situations that took place around the world. Countries such as Rwanda, 

Bosnia, Kosovo, Sierra Leone, Sudan, Algeria, Cambodia, Sri Lanka, East Timor, Cyprus, Haiti, 

Liberia, Somalia and Uganda among some others are the main coverage areas in the research. 

The stratified sampling method is used to highlight differences between the populations based on 

the basis of gender in the research.  

 

Limitations of the Study 

 

The main limitation of the research study is the inability to enquire and collect data from the 

internal governments of different countries with regard to GBV crimes committed against 

displaced populations and in conflicted societies. The data as understood are confidential and, 

unfortunately, cannot be used for research purposes. Other limitations include the lack of research 

of SDG and the proposed research study in mainstream academic circles. There has also been 

a limitation of inadequate sampling for large populations with reliable data to base the research 

but it can be overlooked in a qualitative research like this one.   

 

Originality/Value of the Paper 

 

This paper provides evidence of the intermingling of GBV in armed conflict and displacement in 

the eyes of achieving SDG’S for the future. The research compares the current situation and 

shows the need for an impactful intervention to prevent and protect future girls and women from 

the threat of GBV. It also provides important information on the legal tools currently present in 

tackling the crime and the need for improvement.   
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Data Analysis 

 

Causes of GBV during Armed Conflict and Displacement 

 

The term gender-based violence was originally coined to highlight gender inequality (i.e., unequal 

power dynamics between women and men and unequal access to resources for women) that put 

women and girls at higher risk of certain forms of violence. It is, however, increasingly being used 

also to refer to violence on the basis of a person’s sex, sexual orientation or gender identity. 

Notions of masculinity and femininity underpin both violence against women, and against groups 

with diverse sexualities and gender identities, nonetheless, the gender dynamics and the 

underlying drivers for each form of violence are not necessarily the same. Violence based on 

sexual orientation or gender identity must be studied and understood in its own right. 

Documenting the magnitude and nature of violence faced by individuals on the basis of their 

sexual orientation and gender identity will help develop more targeted approaches to addressing 

such violence and address the many barriers, including stigma and discrimination, which limit 

their access to services (Heidari and Moreno, 2016). Many writers consider GBV an aspect of 

patriarchy, i.e. male control, and imply that some men use violence to control their partner 

(Ellsberg and Heise, 2005). Some writers claim that “partner violence is primarily a problem of 

men using violence to control ‘their women’, a control to which they feel they are entitled and that 

is supported by a patriarchal culture” (Johnson and Ferraro, 2000). Gender inequality manifests 

itself at multiple levels of society. Unequal attitudes and norms that promote the acceptance of, 

and justify violence against, women and girls drive prevalence rates around the world. In one 

study from Timor-Leste, it was found that 45 per cent of men believe it is ok for a man to beat his 

wife if she goes out without telling him (GDS, 2016). In general, violence against women is justified 

by, and closely linked to, the institution of marriage. 

 

Forced sexual contact can occur at any time in a woman’s life and includes a variety of 

behaviours, from forcible rape to non-physical forms of pressure that force girls and women to 

engage in sex against their will. The touchstone of coercion is that a woman lacks choice and 

faces severe physical or social consequences if she resists sexual advances (Heise et al., 2002). 

Victims of sexual violence can face myriad obstacles to reporting an assault. In much of the world, 

women are viewed as keepers of the family virtue, and female modesty is enshrined in law or 

tradition. A woman may suffer if she reports a crime: she may lose status in her community, or 

her husband may leave her. She may even be killed. Where female sexuality itself is taboo, 

women may not be able to discuss sexual crimes with male authorities. Too often, women view 

violence, including sexual violence, as a fact of life. Under these circumstances women 

sometimes elect, or are pressured by their families or communities, not to report sexual violence 

to authorities (Kelly, 2005). 

 

Contributing Factors of GBV during Armed Conflict and Displacement  

 

Previously thought of as an inevitable by-product of war or collateral damage to be tolerated, it is 

now realised that SGBV is used as a weapon of war by perpetrators of these crimes. It is used to 

instil fear and humiliate the enemy, bring shame and destruction to a community as an instrument 
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of ‘ethnic cleansing’ and as a form of punishment (Manjoo and McRaith, 2011). GBV during armed 

conflicts is used as a “tactic of war”. Believers of that argument claim that warring parties use 

GBV and rape as a tactic of war in order to defeat their enemies and achieve their military 

objectives. Many scholars claim that rape during conflicts is used strategically in order achieve 

military objectives (Horwood, 2007). Similarly, the UN Human Rights Council confirms that sexual 

violence happening in the current conflict in Myanmar is used as a tactic of war (OHCHR, 2018). 

Hegemonic masculinity plays a fundamental factor in the commission of GBV during conflicts. In 

times of peace, dominant white (Dudink et al., 2004) or Arab or Macho or Muslim (Aslam, 2012) 

or African (Dudink et al., 2004) men represent hegemonic masculinity and lead the gender 

hierarchy. They exercise their dominance and power over subordinated gender identities. 

However, in times of conflicts, soldiers and military commanders become on top of the hierarchy 

(Elserafy, 2019). In expressing his opinion on the violent nature of sexual violence committed 

against civilian women during armed conflict, Major General Patrick Cammaert, a former 

peacekeeping commander of the United Nations (UN) in the Democratic Republic of the Congo 

(DRC), stated that ‘[i]t has probably become more dangerous to be a woman than a soldier in an 

armed conflict’ (Schaack, 2009). 

 

Shame and stigma are integral to the logic of sexual violence being employed as a tactic of war 

or terrorism: aggressors understand that this type of crime can turn victims into outcasts, thus 

unraveling the family and kinship ties that hold communities together. The effect may be 

diminished reproductive capacity and prospects for group survival. Just as there are many 

manifestations of conflict related sexual violence, there are multiple and intersecting stigmas that 

follow in its wake. These include the stigma of "guilt by association" with the perpetrator and their 

group; fear of suspected sexually transmitted infections such as HIV; the perceived dishonour of 

lost chastity or virginity; the stigma of maternity out of wedlock, especially where children 

conceived through rape are considered "children of the enemy"; homosexuality taboos, in the 

case of male rape; and the shame of being unable to defend oneself and loved ones (UN, 2017). 

The threat and use of abduction and sexual violence terrorizes civilian populations to such an 

extent that it drives forced displacement of civilians, particularly minorities, internally and across 

borders (UN, 2016). 

 

Forms of GBV Used during Armed Conflict and Displacement 

 

GBV in conflict and post-conflict areas can take many forms including rape, slavery, forced 

impregnation/miscarriages, kidnapping/trafficking, forced nudity, and disease transmission, with 

rape and sexual abuse being among the most common. Abduction and slavery are also frequent 

forms of GBV in conflict areas, where civilian girls and women are kidnapped by raiding military 

or rebel forces and taken back to the soldiers' camp to provide both sexual and domestic services 

(Rehn and Sirleaf, 2002). 

 

Sexual GBV usually are designed to humiliate men and emasculate the victim and it takes on 

variety of form which includes anal or oral rape, torture cutting off the genitals, enforced nudity. 

There are instances where men are forced to rape fellow men or women or even watch a female 
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relative being asexually assaulted (Schulz, 2015). Most of these rapes have occurred in the 

context of internal armed conflict, and the army, police, and navy are responsible (AI, 2002). 

Girls and women are at risk for abuse from aid workers and other persons in power in conflict and 

emergency humanitarian settings (Ferris, 2007) and continue to be at risk for sexual assault from 

asylum professionals, such as police, lawyers, and security guards once relocated to host 

countries (Akhter and Kusakabe, 2014). The sexual abuse and rape of women are also frequently 

used as a form of political reprisal, as has been documented in the case of dictatorships in the 

Southern Core countries and armed conflicts in Central America and Peru. Sexual violence 

against female political prisoners is one form of torture used during punishment sessions or 

interrogations and is designed to denigrate the prisoner both sexually and psychologically. 

Women who are jailed or arrested for other than political reasons also often fall victim to sexual 

violence and, ironically, are in many cases assaulted by the very men who are responsible for 

their safety (Rico, 1997). 

 

In several of the countries mentioned, displaced families frequently cite rape, or the fear of rape, 

as a key factor for their displacement. In Bosnia alone, the organized and systematic rape of at 

least 20,000 women and girls by the Serbian military and the murder of many of the victims were 

horrifying. Many women were raped before displacement. They left their homes because they 

were afraid of being repeatedly raped or sexually abused. In this way, many women and girls 

became internally or externally displaced due to the massive scale of sexual violence in Bosnia 

and Herzegovina (Niarchos, 1995). 

 

In Kosovo too, rape and other forms of sexual violence were used as weapons of war and 

instruments of systematic ethnic cleansing to terrify the civilian population, extort money from 

families, and push people to flee their homes (Peltola, 2018). In the Rwandan genocide, women 

were raped until death (actually making it extermination) or purposefully given AIDS to eliminate 

their group (Sharlach, 2000). According to human rights workers in Sierra Leone, the rebel rape 

campaign was as widespread and systematic as similar incidents in the 1992- 1995 Bosnian war. 

However, these incidents have received far less attention (Sharlach, 2000). The world was rightly 

horrified by reports of Ukrainian women and girls held hostage in Bucha and gangraped in a 

basement for 25 days by Russian soldiers. Unfortunately, Ukraine is only one crisis marked by 

such atrocities. Thousands of Ethiopian, Rohingya, Colombian, and Congolese survivors of 

sexual violence also need protection and support, and many others remain at risk (Stark et al., 

2022). The list of massive scale sexual violence against displaced women is not limited to these 

countries, but is a wide-spread, dreadful phenomenon (Seneviratne, 2008). 

 

Consequences of GBV on Women and Girl Children  

 

It is evident that physical and sexual violence have an immeasurable impact on an individual and 

on society. There is the human cost in grief and pain to both the individual and the society. 

Individuals who are physically and sexually violated may not fully function in activities and may 

be less able to care for themselves and their families (Heise et al., 1994). In addition to causing 

injury, violence increases the long-term risk of a number of other health problems for women, 

including chronic pain, physical disability, drug and alcohol abuse, and depression. Women with 
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a history of physical or sexual abuse are also at increased risk of unintended pregnancy, sexually 

transmitted infections (STIs), and adverse pregnancy outcomes (Heise et al., 2002). 

 

Although violence can have direct health consequences, it also increases women’s risk of future 

ill health. Physical harms such as injury to reproductive organs, traumatic fistulas, and infertility 

often accompany brutal or repeated rapes (Ward et al., 2005). Physical violence and sexual abuse 

can directly put women at risk of infection and unwanted pregnancies, if, for example, women are 

forced to have sex or fear using contraception or condoms due to the potentially violent reaction 

of their partners. A history of sexual abuse in childhood can also lead to unwanted pregnancies 

and STDs indirectly by increasing sexual risk taking in adolescence and adulthood. Therefore, 

like tobacco or alcohol use, victimization can best be conceptualized as a risk factor for a variety 

of diseases and conditions (Heise et al., 1999). 

 

Some of the well-known medical problems which victims of SGBV may suffer include post-

traumatic stress disorder, insomnia, HIV/AIDS, gonorrhoea, traumatic fistulas and injury to their 

reproductive organs or infertility as a result of being raped repeatedly (Manjoo & McRaith, 2011). 

Victims of SGBV are normally traumatised twice. First, from the violence suffered at the hands of 

their perpetrators, and then from the reactions of society and state toward them (UNSC, 2017). 

 

In addition to these physical effects, GBV also has serious psychological consequences, including 

depression, anxiety, post-traumatic stress disorder, shock, memory loss, and sexual dysfunction 

(AI, 2007). After an assault, survivors experience The Rape Trauma Syndrome (RTS), which 

affects not only victims of rape, but also victims of all types of sexual violence and would perhaps 

be better labelled as Sexual Assault Trauma Syndrome (Chivers-Wilson, 2006). Fear of additional 

sexual violence may also prevent women from going about their normal activities, such as 

attending school, participating in the market, or participating in politics. This is true both for conflict 

areas and post-conflict areas, as women remain exceptionally vulnerable to sexual violence even 

in societies that are engaging in post-conflict transitional justice mechanisms (Scanlon and 

Muddell, 2010). 

 

Understanding GBV from the Perspective of International Law  

 

Feminist scholars and activists have critiqued the ways that international instruments primarily 

focus on strategic rape and fail to provide for the broader range of violence that may be 

experienced by women during conflict. By making visible wider forms of violence that women 

experience as part of, alongside, and distinct from strategic rape, this article aims to close some 

of the gaps in empirical knowledge about women's experiences of conflict-related violence. It 

purposely diverts focus from what is routinely considered to constitute women's primary 

experiences of violence in armed conflict, i.e., patterns of systematic rape set out as public harms 

under international law (Swaine, 2015). 

 

Feminist scholars argue that IHRL is created by men and for the sake of men. Hence, the issues 

of human rights law are men-centered, in the words of Charlesworth and Chinkin, “in the major 

human rights treaties, rights are defined according to what men fear will happen to 
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them”(Charlesworth and Chinkin, 1993). Considerable work has been done on women and armed 

conflict by institutions concerned with human rights violations against women in general. Indeed, 

the process of identifying women's particular experiences and demonstrating the failure of the law 

to acknowledge them is more advanced in this context than in organizations focusing solely on 

armed conflict (Chinkin, 1997). 

 

Understanding the international humanitarian community’s response to sexual violence in armed 

conflict necessitates an analysis of how actors within this community position themselves in 

relation to the issue, as well as to victims/survivors of sexual violence (Anholt, 2016). Over the 

past decades, the international community has taken concrete steps in response to the various 

calls to recognize GBV as a serious crime.  

 

Prior to the development of International Humanitarian Law, laws governing conduct in war were 

primarily based on custom, bi-lateral agreements, military doctrine and religious codes. One of 

the earliest attempts at international codification of sexual violence was the Regulations to the 

1899 Hague Convention II that implicitly referenced a prohibition on sexual violence during 

occupation, stating 'family honour and rights … must be respected.' 

 

There has been progress in the body of international law relating to SGBV crimes committed in 

armed conflict situations: various UN reports (UN, 1998), human rights law, such as the Universal 

Declaration of Human Rights (UNGA, 1948), human right instruments, such as, the Vienna 

Declaration on Violence against Women (UNGA, 1993), the Convention on the Elimination of All 

Forms of Discrimination against Women (UNGA, 1979), the Declaration on the Elimination of 

Violence against Women (UNGA, 1993), and UN resolutions such as 1325 (UNSC, 2000), 1888 

(UNSC, 2009) and 1820 (UNSC, 2008) have been instituted to address such violent attacks. The 

UN in 2008 unanimously adopted Resolution 1820 (2008) recognising that ‘rape and other forms 

of sexual violence can constitute a war crime, a crime against humanity, or constitutive act with 

respect to genocide.’ 

 

The UDHR is the first human rights tool adopted by the UN. Whilst, it is not a binding document, 

however, it does reflect part of customary international law (Sohn, 1997). Article 5 of the UDHR 

prohibits torture or cruel, inhuman, or degrading treatment of punishment (UNGA, 1948). The 

Convention on the Elimination of All Forms of Discrimination Against Women (CEDAW), adopted 

in 1979, is the most extensive international instrument dealing with the rights of women. 

Nonetheless, the CEDAW committee’s general comment 19 defines GBV as “Violence that is 

directed against women because she is a woman or that affects women disproportionality. It 

includes acts that inflict physical, mental or sexual harm of suffering, threats of such acts, coercion 

and other deprivations of liberty” (CEDAW, 1992). As Sellers notes, since General 

Recommendation No. 19 is considered as an ‘authoritative legal interpretation of CEDAW’, it 

thereby recognizes that CEDAW grants ‘women and girls the right to equal protection or non-

discriminatory application of humanitarian norms in times of international or internal armed conflict 

and reaffirms the redress of war-related gender-based violence, such as rape, has a human rights 

dimension’ (Sellers, 2009). It has been suggested that the Women's Convention is in some ways 

of lesser status than general human rights instruments. This is evidenced, for example, in the 
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acceptance of the widespread practice of States making reservations to its provisions that appear 

to strike at its very heart (Belinda, 1991). 

 

Despite SGBCs occurring in armed conflict situations, these crimes were often passed over for 

prosecution by tribunals such as the International Military Tribunal (IMT) in Nuremberg, which 

elected to prosecute the perpetrators for generalised war crimes such as murder and torture. 

Instead, gender-specific crimes were subsumed under the category of ‘other inhumane acts’ 

(Ashiru, 2017). 

 

On the basis of the Yugoslavia wars of the 1990s, feminist scholars and activists achieved 

recognition for rape as a crime within the international legal paradigm (Stiglmayer and Faber, 

1994). The International Criminal Tribunal for the former Yugoslavia (ICTY) and the International 

Criminal Tribunal for Rwanda (ICTR) are commonly regarded as the events that put sexual 

violence in conflict on the international agenda (Marsh et al., 2006). Historically, rape and other 

forms of sexual violence against women were regarded as an inevitable aspect of armed conflict 

and were hardly ever prosecuted (Chinkin, 1994). 

 

"Violations of the human rights of women in situations of armed conflict are violations of the 

fundamental principles of international human rights and humanitarian law. All violations of this 

kind, including in particular murder, systematic rape, sexual slavery, and forced pregnancy, 

require a particularly effective response." (UN, 1993). At the conference to establish the ICC, 

states agreed upon a number of provisions in the Rome Statute recognizing various forms of 

SGBV as "amongst the most serious crimes of concern to the international community." (ICC, 

2014). The Statute is the first international law instrument "to include an expansive list of sexual . 

. . crimes as war crimes [in the context ofJ both international and non-international armed 

conflict.". It also expands the heretofore accepted list of sexual crimes as crimes against humanity 

beyond the crime of rape (ICC, 2014). 

 

The first case at the ICTY to concentrate entirely on charges of sexual violence was that against 

Anto Furundžija, in Prosecutor v. Anto Furundzija (IT-95-17/1-T 10). The court in discussing the 

position of the law on Gender-based violence stated that, “The essence of the whole corpus of 

international humanitarian law as well as human rights law lies in the protection of the human 

dignity of every person, whatever his or her gender. The general principle of respect for human 

dignity is the basic basis and, indeed, the very raison d’être of international humanitarian law and 

human rights law; in fact, in modern times it has become of such paramount importance as to 

permeate the entire body of international law. This principle is intended to shield human beings 

from outrages upon their personal dignity, whether such outrages are carried out by unlawfully 

attacking the body or by humiliating and debasing the honour, the self-respect or the mental well-

being of a person. It is consonant with this principle that such an extremely serious sexual outrage 

as forced oral penetration should be classified as rape.” 

 

Though rape has historically been considered a criminal offence in national and international laws 

relating to armed conflicts and it is not condoned by IHL, gender-specific violence remains rife in 

armed conflict situations (Copelon, 1994). IHL contains general provisions protecting all civilians 
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and a number of provisions affording women "special protection" during armed conflict (Tabory, 

1989). However, they all deal with women in their relationships with others, not as individuals in 

their own right. Nineteen are, in fact, designed to protect children (Pilloud et al., 1987). Those that 

deal with sexual offenses are couched in terms of offenses against women's honor. The rules 

dealing with women are presented as less important than others. They are drafted in different 

language than the provisions protecting combatants and civilians generally, using the concept of 

"protection" rather than prohibition (Gardam, 1997). 

 

Recommendations/Suggestions 

 

Access to Justice for Victims and Other Stakeholders 

 

One of the primary reasons as to why victims of GBV never approached a proper judicial system 

with their request for justice is the lack of the same in their home ground or their place of 

settlement after displacement. Justice is an abstract concept for many as they often have to go 

through domestic trials inside their own families who make them stand out for being a victim and 

provide absolutely no support in prosecuting the criminals. All GBV victims and their families who 

have been affected by the influence of such a crime need a proper answer, which must be 

established in the form of domestic laws prosecuting GBV in armed conflict and displacement by 

the respective governments in all countries.  

 

Prioritising the Need for Gender Equality  

 

As stated in the paper, the very fact that there still exists a large population of men who thrive on 

patriarchal norms and behaviour gives a reason for understanding the existence of GBV in most 

situations. The time to reestablish and remove the discriminatory notion of treating women as the 

spoils of war and treating them as such is beyond human dignity. There is a severe need for high 

level prevention efforts from the part of civil society organizations and governments in the ground 

level to bridge the gap in equality for Men, Women and Other genders in the society. Women and 

other Genders need to understand their value of being treated at par with men everywhere. It is 

also important to institute women as gender advisors in places of conflict.  

 

Need for Urgent Response for all the Victims and Survivors 

 

Victims and Survivors need serious medical help both in physical and mental care. The 

rehabilitation process of all victims and survivors need to be held in a systematic and judicial 

manner by governments. The need for convalescence in a manner of providing the necessary 

medical attention that can help prevent further complications which can arise due to GBV should 

be part of all proactive measures which will be taken by NGO’s and local governments on the 

ground level. The victims also needs to be given therapy by certified mental health professionals 

in a long term initiative to bring them back to their feet and help them go back without judgment 

from their own families for being a victim.  
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Strengthen Accountability of Governments for GBV Crimes 

 

Criminals who committed GBV crimes during armed conflict and displacement are more or less 

given a free ticket of not being prosecuted due to the lack of accountability on the part of the 

governments. The domestic laws and governments are in fault for not advocating trials for meting 

out justice for the victims and survivors who remain afraid of the perpetrators for the rest of their 

life. In some case, the courts rarely have acknowledged the evidential proof of such a crime taking 

place thus putting the onus of responsibility on the victim to prove their case. The states have to 

impose recognition of such crimes which take place in the guise of an armed conflict and situations 

of displacement with due respect to the victims and survivors through domestic legislations and 

criminal responsibility of the heads of state.  

 

Increase Awareness of the Impacts of Armed Conflict and Displacement on Women and 

Children 

 

Armed Conflict and Displacement put women, children, and other minorities in a vulnerable 

position where their physical and mental well-being is threatened as a consequence of the whole 

situation prevailing before them. The need to reintegrate peaceful societies and sending the 

message that violence will not be tolerated in any way is a necessity. Law enforcement agencies, 

civil society organizations, private sector enablers along with the Governments have to launch 

wide-spread campaigns stating impunity of any kind will not be provided while taking steps to 

ensure the protection of vulnerable populations as a high priority care. There needs to be support 

shelters and safe spaces which can safeguard and provide support for women, children, and other 

sexual minorities.  

 

Conclusion 

 

In summary, this paper has outlined that GBV during armed conflict and displacement is a 

constant fear of vulnerable groups like women, children and other sexual minorities. The results 

of this research study indicate that there is a rather strong connection between GBV and the still 

pertaining existence of the gender inequality among other factors in the society. The findings of 

this study have several implications stating that despite the prevalence of GBV in situations of 

armed conflict and displacement, there is a severe lack of accountability in spheres of criminal 

justice systems of State Governments along with the need for protection of vulnerable sexual 

minorities. The present study provides sustainable solutions which needs to be implemented in 

order to combat GBV and achieve the practical formulation of SDG 5 in the setting of SDG 16.  

 

References 

 

Ai, A., Peterson, C., & Ubelhor, D. (2002). War-related trauma and symptoms of post-traumatic 

 stress disorder among adult Kosovar refugees. Journal of Traumatic Stress, Vol.15, 157-

 160. 

 



Why It Matters 

 

 

Akhter S, Kusakabe K. (2014), Gender-based violence among documented Rohingya refugees 

 in Bangladesh. Indian Journal of Gender Studies, Vol.21, 225–246 

 

Amnesty International (AI), Cote d'Ivoire: Targeting Women: The Forgotten Victims of the 

 Conflict, AI Index AFR 31/001/2007, 

 https://www.amnesty.org/en/documents/afr31/001/2007/en/ (last accessed on 1st April, 

 2022). 

 

Amnesty International (AI), (2002), ‘Sri Lanka: Rape in custody'. Amnesty International Report 

 on Sri Lanka, Al index: ASA 37/001/2002,  

 https://www.amnesty.org/en/documents/asa37/001/2002/en/, (last accessed on 1st April, 

 2022).  

 

Anholt, R.M. (2016) ‘Understanding sexual violence in armed conflict: cutting ourselves with 

 Occam’s razor’, Journal of International Humanitarian Action, Vol.1(1), p. 6.  

 

Ashiru, Margaret O. A. (2017) “Seeking the Best Forum to Prosecute Gender-Based Violence in 

 Armed Conflict Situations in Africa”, Thesis submission at School of Law, University of 

 KwaZulu-Natal, South Africa 

 https://researchspace.ukzn.ac.za/bitstream/handle/10413/18141/Ashiru_Margaret_Olato

 kunbo_2018.pdf?sequence=1&isAllowed=y (Last accessed 1 April 2022). 

 

Aslam, Maleeha. (2012), Gender-Based Explosions: The Nexus between Muslim Masculinities, 

 Jihadist Islamism and Terrorism, UNU Press, Tokyo, Japan.   

 

Belinda, Clark. (1991) “The Vienna Reservations Regime and the Convention on Discrimination 

 Against Women” American Journal of International Law, Vol.85, 281 

 

Charlesworth, Hilary and Chinkin, Christine. (1993) 'The Gender of Jus Cogens', No. 1 Human 

 Rights Quarterly, Vol.15 , pp. 63-76 

 

Chinkin, Christine. (1997), Feminist Interventions into International Law, Adelaide Law Review, 

 Vol. 19, 13-16. 

 

Chinkin, Christine. (1994), “Rape and Sexual Abuse of Women in International Law”, European 

 Journal of International Law, Vol. 5(3), p. 326.  

 

Chivers-Wilson K. A. (2006). Sexual assault and posttraumatic stress disorder: A review of the 

 biological, psychological and sociological factors and treatments. McGill journal of 

 medicine: MJM : an international forum for the advancement of medical sciences by 

 students, Vol. 9(2), 111–118. 

 

Cohen, Roberta & Deng, Francis M. (1998) The Forsaken People: Case Studies of the Internally 

 Displaced, Brookings Institution, Washington, D.C., USA 



Why It Matters 

 

 

Copelon, Rhonda. (1994), ‘Surfacing Gender: Re-Engraving Crimes against Women in 

 Humanitarian Law,’ Hastings Women’s Law Journal, Vol. 5, 243 at 248. 

 

Dudink. S, Hagemann, K. and Tosh, John. (2004), Masculinities in Politics and War, Manchester 

 University Press, Manchester, UK.  

 

Ellsberg, M., & Heise, L. (2005). Researching Violence against women: a practical guide for 

 Researchers and activists. World Health Organization, PATH: Washington D.C. 

 

Elserafy, Mohammed Mahdy Hassan. (2019), Gender-Based Violence in armed conflict: 

 International law, motives and current states’ practices and recommendation in regard to 

 gender advisors’ role and military manuals, Dissertation submitted in the University of 

 Essex, UK.   

 

Ferris, E.G. (2007), Sexual exploitation of refugee women and girls, Journal of Women in 

 Culture and Society, Vol. 32, 584–590.  

 

Gardam, Judith. 1997. “Women and the Law of Armed Conflict: Why the Silence?”, The 

 International and Comparative Law Quarterly Vol. 46 (1): 55–80. 

 

General Directorate of Statistics (GDS). (2018), Ministry of Health and ICF (2018) Timor-Leste 

 Demographic and Health Survey 2016, Dili, Timor-Leste and Rockville, Maryland, USA 

 

Gleditsch, N.P., Wallensteen, P., Eriksson, M., Sollenberg, M., & Strand, H. (2002). Armed 

 Conflict 1946-2001: A New Dataset. Journal of Peace Research, Vol. 39, 615 - 637. 

 

Heidari, S., & Moreno, C. G. (2016). Gender-based violence: a barrier to sexual and 

 reproductive health and rights. Reproductive health matters, Vol. 24(47), 1–4. 

 https://doi.org/10.1016/j.rhm.2016.07.001 (Last Accessed on 1 April 2022) 

 

Heise, L., Pitanguy, J., & Germain, A. (1994). Violence against women: The hidden health 

 burden. World Bank Discussion Paper, No.255. Washington, DC: World Bank. 

 

Heise, L., Ellsberg, M., Gottmoeller, M. (2002) A global overview of gender-based violence, 

 International Journal of Gynecology and Obstetrics, Vol. 78 Suppl. 1 (2002), S5–S14 

 

Heise, L., Ellsberg, M., and Gottemoeller, M. (1999), Ending Violence Against Women, 

 Population Reports, Series L, No. 11. Baltimore, John Hopkins University School of 

 Public Health. 

 

Homan, Sarah and Fulu, Emma. (2021), Sustainable Development Goals and Violence Against 

 Women and Girls, The Equality Institute, 

 https://www.equalityinstitute.org/media/pages/projects/sustainable-development-goals-



Why It Matters 

 

 

 and-violence-against-women-and-girls/3523873254-1632292516/sdgs-and-

 vawg_eqi.pdf (Last Accessed on 1 April 2022)  

 

Horwood. Christopher. (2007), 'Perpetrators and Motivation: Understanding Rape and Sexual 

 Violence in War ' in Lisa Ernst (ed), The Shame of War Sexual Violence Against Women 

 and Girls in Conflict, The New Humanitarian (IRIN), P.37-57 

 

International Criminal Court (ICC), (2014), Policy Paper on Sexual and Gender-Based Crimes, 

 Office of the Prosecutor, https://www.icc-cpi.int/iccdocs/otp/otp-policy-paper-on-sexual-

 and-gender-based-crimes--june-2014.pdf (Last accessed 1 April 2022). 

 

Johnson, M. P., & Ferraro, K. J. (2000). Research on domestic violence in the 1990s: making 

 distinctions. Journal of Marriage and the Family, Vol. 62(4), 948–963. 

 

Kelly, Liz. (2005) ‘Promising practices addressing sexual violence” UN Division for the 

 Advancement of Women in collaboration with UN Office on Drugs and Crime, Vienna, 

 Austria.  

 

Kolb, R. (1999), "Aspects Historiques de la Relation Entre le Droit International Humanitaire et 

 les Droits de l'Homme", Canadian Year Book of International law, Vol. 37, 67-69. 

 

Kristof, ND. , WuDunn, S. (2009), Half the sky: Turning oppression into opportunity for women 

 worldwide, Alfred A. Knopf, New York, NY. 

 

Lang, J., Ghani, F., Stern, E., & Remme, M. (2019). Briefing Note on Planning and Paying for 

 Local Action Plans to Address Gender-Based Violence. UNDP and United Nations 

 University, International Institute for Global Health, 

 https://collections.unu.edu/eserv/UNU:7408/GBVtheSDGs_BriefingNote.pdf (Last 

 Accessed on 1st April, 2022). 

 

Lewis, Corinne E. (1992), Dealing with the Problem of Internally Displaced Persons, 

 Georgetown Immigration Law Journal, Vol.6, 693-699  

 

Lombard, Nancy (2021), The Routledge Handbook of Gender and Violence, Routledge 

 Handbooks 2018 (ed.), Milton Park, Abingdon-on-Thames, Oxfordshire, England, UK. 

 

Manjoo, R., & McRaith, C. (2011), Gender-Based Violence and Justice in Conflict and Post-

 Conflict Areas. Cornell International Law Journal, Vol.44(1), 11-32. 

 

Marsh M, Purdin S, Navani S (2006), Addressing sexual violence in humanitarian emergencies, 

 Glob Public Health, Vol. 1(2), 133–146.  

 

Muluneh, M. D., Stulz, V., Francis, L., & Agho, K. (2020). Gender Based Violence against 

 Women in Sub-Saharan Africa: A Systematic Review and Meta-Analysis of Cross-



Why It Matters 

 

 

 Sectional Studies. International Journal of Environmental Research and Public Health, 

 17(3), 903.  

 

Niarchos, Catherine N. (1995), Women, War, and Rape: Challenges Facing the International 

 Tribunal for the Former Yugoslavia', Human Rights Quarterly, Vol. 17(4), p. 671-673. 

 

Peltola, Larissa, (2018) "Rape and Sexual Violence Used as a Weapon of War and Genocide", 

 CMC Senior Theses, 1965, http://scholarship.claremont.edu/cmc_theses/1965 (Last 

 accessed on 1st April, 2022).  

 

Pilloud, C., Sandoz, Y., Swinarski, C., Zimmermann, B. & International Committee Of The Red 

 Cross. (1987) Commentary on the additional protocols of 8 June to the Geneva 

 Conventions of 12 August 1949. Geneva: International Committee of the Red Cross: 

 Martinus Nijhoff Publishers ; Norwell, MA, USA: Distributors for the United States and 

 Canada, Kluwer Academic Publishers. [Pdf] Retrieved from the Library of Congress, 

 https://www.loc.gov/item/2011525357/. 

 

Rehn, Elisabeth and Sirleaf, Ellen Johnson. (2002), Women, War, and Peace: The Independent 

 Experts' Assessment on the Impact of Armed Conflict on Women and Women's Role in 

 Peace-building. New York: United Nations Development Fund for Women. 

 

Rico, Nieves. (1997), Gender-based violence: a human rights issue, Serie Mujer y desarrollo, 

 Santiago, Chile.  

 

Sajor, Indai Lourdes. (1998), Common Grounds: Violence Against Women in War and Armed 

 Conflict Situations, Asian Center for Women's Human Rights, Quezon City, Philippines. 

 

Sassàli, M. (2007),"La Cour Européenne des Droits de l'Homme et les Conflits Armés", in 

 Human Rights, Democracy, and the Rule of Law, Eds. S. Breitenmoser et al. Zurich, 

 Dike. 

 

Scanlon, H. & Muddell, K. (2010), ‘Gender and Transitional Justice in Africa: Progress and 

 Prospects’, African Journal on Conflict Resolution, Vol. 9(2): 9–27. 

 https://doi.org/10.4314/ajcr.v9i2.52170  

 

Schulz, Phillipp, (2015) "The ICC and Crimes of Sexual and Gender Based Violence", 

 https://justicehub.org/article/the-icc-and-crimes-of-sexual-and-gender-based-violence-

 sgbv/ (last accessed on 1st April, 2022).  

 

Seneviratne, W. (2008), International Legal Standards Pertaining to Sexual Violence Against 

 Displaced Women in Times of Armed Conflict with Special Reference to the Emerged 

 Jurisprudence at the ICTY and the ICTR, Sri Lanka Journal of International Law, Vol. 

 20(2), 1-28. 

 



Why It Matters 

 

 

Senevirantne, W. (2006) The Role of International Organizations in Situations of Conflict 

 Related Internal Displacement, Sri Lanka Journal of International Law, Vol. 18, 271 

 

Sellers, P. V. (2009), ’The Prosecution of Sexual Violence in conflict: The Importance of Human 

 Rights as Means of Interpretation.’, United Nations, 

 https://www.ohchr.org/Documents/Issues/Women/WRGS/Paper_Prosecution_of_Sexual

 _Violence.pdf  (Last accessed 1 April 2022) 

 

Sharlach, Lisa (2000) "Rape as Genocide: Bangladesh, the Former Yugoslavia, and Rwanda," 

 New Political Science, Vol. 22,  89-102. 

 

Small, Melvin. & Singer, J. David., 1982. Resort to Arms: International and Civil Wars, 1816–

 1980. Beverly Hills, CA: Sage. 

 

Sohn, L. (1997), “The Human Rights Law of the Charter”, Texas International Law Journal, Vol. 

 12, p.129 

 

Stark, L., Seelinger, K. T., Ibala, R.-M., Tovpeko, Y., & Mukwege, D. (2022). Prevention of 

 conflict-related sexual violence in Ukraine and globally. The Lancet, 

 S0140673622008406. https://doi.org/10.1016/S0140-6736(22)00840-6 (Last Accessed 

 on 24 May, 2022). 

 

Stiglmayer, A. and Faber, Marion J.  (1994). "Mass Rape: The War Against Women in Bosnia-

 Herzegovina". University of Nebraska Press, Lincoln, Nebraska.  

 

Swaine, Aisling. (2015), 'Beyond Strategic Rape and between the Public and Private: Violence 

 against Women in Armed Conflict', Human Rights Quarterly, Vol.37, 755  

 

Tabory, Mala. (1989), The Status of Women in Humanitarian Law, International Law at a time of 

 perplexity; essays in honour of Shabtai Rosenne. Yoram Dinstein ed. p. [941]-951  

 

Tol, W.A., Stavrou, V., Greene, M., Mergentheler, Christine., Van Ommeren, Mark., Garcia 

 Moreno, Claudia. (2013) ‘Sexual and gender-based violence in areas of armed conflict: a 

 systematic review of mental health and psychosocial support interventions’, Conflict and 

 Health, Vol. 7(1), p. 16. doi:10.1186/1752-1505-7-16. (Last accessed on 31st March, 

 2022) 

 

UN Committee on the Elimination of Discrimination Against Women (CEDAW), (1992), CEDAW 

 General Recommendation No. 19: Violence against 

 women,  https://www.refworld.org/docid/52d920c54.html  (Last accessed 1 April 2022) 

 

United Nations General Assembly (UNGA). (1993), Declaration on the Elimination of Violence 

 Against Women, U.N. GAOR, New York. 

 



Why It Matters 

 

 

United Nations General Assembly (UNGA), (1982) Preamble to UNGA, Doc. A/RES/47/105, 

 Adopted at the 89th Plenary Meeting on 16 Dec 1982, New York. 

 

United Nations General Assembly (UNGA). (1948), Universal Declaration of Human Rights, 

 New York. https://www.un.org/en/udhrbook/pdf/udhr_booklet_en_web.pdf. (Last 

 accessed 1 April 2022) 

 

United Nations General Assembly (UNGA). (1993) Vienna Declaration and Programme of 

 Action, UN Doc. A/CONF.157/23, New York.  

 https://www.refworld.org/docid/3ae6b39ec.html (Last accessed 1 April 2022) 

 

United Nations General Assembly (UNGA). (2015), Transforming our world: the 2030 Agenda 

 for Sustainable Development, 

 https://www.un.org/ga/search/view_doc.asp?symbol=A/%20RES/70/1&Lang=E (Last 

 accessed on 1 April 2022) 

 

United Nations High Commissioner for Refugees (UNHCR). (2022) UNHCR - UNHCR: Ukraine, 

 other conflicts push forcibly displaced total over 100 million for first time. 

 https://www.unhcr.org/en-in/news/press/2022/5/628a389e4/unhcr-ukraine-other-

 conflicts-push-forcibly-displaced-total-100-million.html ( Last Accessed on 24 May, 

 2022). 

 

United Nations High Commissioner for Refugees (UNHCR). (1991), 'Guidelines on the 

 Protection of Refugee Women', UNHCR, Geneva, 

 https://www.unhcr.org/publications/legal/3d4f915e4/guidelines-protection-refugee-

 women.html (Last Accessed on 1st April, 2022) 

 

United Nations Human Rights Council (UNHRC). (2018), Report of the Independent 

 International Fact-Finding Mission on Myanmar, A/HRC/39/64. Geneva.  

 

United Nations Office of Drug Crime (UNODC) (2016), Global Report on Trafficking in Persons 

 2016 (United Nations publication, Sales No. E.16.IV.6). 

 

United Nations (UN). (2014), The Millennium Development Goals Report 

 2014,https://www.un.org/millenniumgoals/2014%20MDG%20report/MDG%202014%20E

 nglish%20web.pdfMDG%20report/MDG%202014%20English%20web.pdf (Last 

 Accessed on 1 April 2022) 

 

United Nations (UN). (2016), Letter from Ban Ki-moon, Secretary-General of the United Nations, 

 to the President of the Security Council, U.N. Doc. S/2016/1090, New York. 

 

United Nations Security Council (UNSC). (2017), ‘Report of the Secretary-General on conflict 

 related sexual violence’, S/2017/249, New York. 

 



Why It Matters 

 

 

United Nations Security Council (UNSC). (2022), ‘Report of the Secretary-General on conflict 

 related sexual violence’, S/2022/272, New York. 

 

United Nations (UN), UN Commission on Human Rights, Report of the Special Rapporteur on 

 Violence against women, its causes and consequences, Ms. Radhika Coomaraswamy, 

 submitted in accordance with Commission resolution 1997/44, E/CN.4/1998/54, New 

 York. https://www.refworld.org/docid/3b00efbd24.html (Last accessed 1 April 2022) 

 

United Nations (UN). (1979), Convention on the Elimination of All Forms of Discrimination 

 Against Women, 1249 U.N.T.S. 13, New York. https://www.unwomen.org/en/digital-

 library/publications/2016/12/cedaw-for-

 youth#:~:text=The%20Convention%20on%20the%20Elimination,women's%20and%20gi

 rls'%20equal%20rights (Last accessed 1 April 2022) 

 

United Nations (UN), (1993), Report of the World Conference on Human Rights, Vienna, U.N 

 Doc. (A/CONF.157/22 (Part I)), chap. III. https://www.ohchr.org/en/about-

 us/history/vienna-declaration (Last accessed 1 April 2022). 

 

United Nations Security Council (UNSC). (2000), Resolution 1325 (2000), S/RES/1325(2000), 

 New York. 

 https://www.un.org/womenwatch/osagi/cdrom/documents/Background_Paper_Africa.pdf 

 (Last accessed 1 April 2022) 

 

United Nations Security Council (UNSC). (2009), Resolution 1888 (2009) S/RES/1888 (2009), 

 New York.  https://www.un.org/ruleoflaw/files/N0953446.pdf (Last accessed 1 April 

 2022) 

 

United Nations Security Council (UNSC). (2009), Resolution 1820 (2008) S/RES/1820 (2008), 

 New York.  https://documents-dds-

 ny.un.org/doc/UNDOC/GEN/N08/391/44/PDF/N0839144.pdf?OpenElement (last 

 accessed 1 April 2022) 

 

Ward, J. and Kirk, J. (2005). Violence against girls in schools. In Broken Bodies, Broken 

 Dreams: Violence against Women Exposed. Ernst, L. (Ed.). Nairobi, Kenya: UN 

 OCHA/IRIN. pp. 73-82. 

 

Wood, E.J. (2004), Sexual Violence during War: Explaining variation in Order, Conflict and 

 Violence Conference. New Haven, CT: Yale University. 


