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had only three entrances into Mexico.”

In May 1993, in what appears as further implementation of an
exit strategy from the railroad business, Anschutz surprised the ‘Wall
Street critics by announcing an initial public offering (IPO) of Southern
Pacific stock for $550 million of common stock held by the company.
Anschutz and the other stockholders of the company were not going to
sell their shares of stock in the IPO. The IPO would reduce the company’s
debt service, while giving it more financial flexibility. * By this time,
Anschutz had turned an investment of $90 million into more than $1.4
billion of equity in SP in less than a decade.®

On August 10, 1993, Southern Pacific stock began trading on the
New York Stock Exchange. Investors gave the IPO a warm reception,
defying SP critics. Thirty million shares of common stock sold at a price
of $13.50 a share. By the end of the day, the stock was up from $1.25 to
$14.75.°% With the success of his IPO, Anschutz started a heavy program
of plant rationalization to eliminate unprofitable, lightly used branchlines.
The company had 2,300 miles of low-density, high cost branch lines to
sell or abandon. By December 31, 1993, the company had sold, leased
or abandoned approximately 835 miles. In order to increase income, SP
had solicited approximately 21,000 leases with rental income that totaled
nearly $43 million, all from uses of its rights of way for such purposes as
advertising signs, fiber optics lines, and utility pipelines.”’

Phillip Anschutz was resilient facing all criticism that came his
way; he had the last laugh. All the critics of his railroads were proven
utterly wrong. With the mastery of the deal, he found the right opportunity
with absolute timing; he found a buyer for his railroads. On October
20, 1995, Union Pacific Railroad announced a proposed merger with
Southern Pacific that would be the largest railroad merger in the history of

93 Thid. .
94 “Southern Pacific Rail Corporation to Offer Shares to Public,” Business Wire, 13 May 1993, 1.
95 Allan Sloan, “For Anschutz, Working on the IPO Beats Working on the Railroad,” The Washing-

ton Post, 8 June 1993, 12 also “Southern Pacific Rail Corporation to Offer Shares to Public,” Business-Wire,
13 May 1993, 1 and “Southern Pacific Rail Corporation Announces Initial Public Offering Of Common
Stock And Concurrent Offering Of Senior Notes,” Business Wire, 10 August 1993, 1.

96‘ “Southern Pacific Rail goes public,” United Press International, 10 August, 1993, 1.

97 “Southern Pacific Rail Corp Annual Report,” Southern Pacific Rail Corp (San Francisco), 31
December 1993, 17.
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the United States.®® The railroads requested an expedited ICC proceeding
schedule of 255 days, so.the merger would be complete by the summer
of 1996. UP took a page from the Anschutz playbook and rounded up
more than 1,000 customers to endorse the merger.”® The merger did not
prevent rancorous hearings that generated a flurry of paperwork, protests
and requests for trackage rights from small shippers, small railroads, and
shortlines that stood to lose a competing railroad. Burlington Northern
and Santa Fe Railroad (BNSF) protested, as did Utah Railway, that the
UP/SP merger would create a monopoly. These arguments threatened
to derail the proceeding. Then Montana Rail Link came in with the
boldest request to the Surface Transportation Board'®(STB), it wanted
to purchase the D&RGW Salt Lake mainline, Tennessee Pass and the ex-
Mopac line to Kansas City.!"!

On September 11, 1996, without any fanfare, with approval
of the STB, the Union Pacific Railroad took over the Denver and Rio
Grande Western and Southern Pacific. Anschutz prolonged the life of
both the Rio Grande and the SP. Today they still exist as physical entities
under the Union Pacific banner. Both railroads were failing as a result
of the business environment in the 1980s. Whether Anschutz entered the
railroad business' to save moribund railroads has often been wondered.
This point is simple to examine with the evidence at hand. Railroads
are about right-of-way, Anschutz found a way to use that right-of-way
to his greatest financial advantage. In 1983, Anschutz and an equity
partner Jay Pritzer attempted a takeover of International Telephone
and Telegraph, a conglomerate that among other things had worldwide
telephone operations.!® Their bid failed, but in 1983, these two partners

98 Joe Ruff, “Union Pacific Merger Expected to Chug Through Any Opposition,” The Associate
Press, 28 June 1996, 1. ' ) :
99 . “Union Pacific Issues Announcement Regarding Proposed Merger,” PR Newswire, 20 October
1995, 1.

100 The Surface Transportation Board of the United States is part of the U.S. Department of Trans-
portation. The Surface Transportation Board replaced the ICC on December 31, 1995, ending much of the
federal authority that leveled the playing field for the Rio Grande against its giant neighbors.

101 Ann Imse, “Hostile Bid For D&RGW Montana Rail Links Offer Byline Would Create Third Big
Western Railroad,” Rocky Mountain News, 27 February 1996, 3.

102 William H. Meyers, “How Magnates Pick Partners,” The New York Times, 27 March 1988, 2-3
and FundingUniverse.com, 3630 W. South Jordan Parkway, South Jordan, UT 84095. FundingUniverse

connects qualified entrepreneurs with active Venture Capitalists, investors and other lending sources. Fund-




104

attempted a takeover of the Southern Pacific Railroad. Southern Pacific
had at that time a few miles of fiber optic cable and a subsidiary, SP
Telecom, with a mission to lay fiber optic lines along the railroad for
lease to telecommunications companies; that bid also failed.!%

May 1984 was an important month for Anschutz. He picked up
a deal on a railroad that was being devalued because of competition and
regulation.” This railroad, the Rio Grande, had two thousand miles of
railroad right-of-way practically in Anschutz’s back yard for him, it was
simple: buy the railroad and make it valuable again. Most 1mportant1y, it
had right-of way to lay fiber optic cable.

In 1986, Prtizer and Anschutz attempted to buy the Western Un1on
Company another communications. giant, but that bid failed. August
1988 became a watershed moment for Anschutz. He finally purchased
the Southern Pacific Railroad and formally organized the SP Telecom
subsidiary as a legal entity.

In 1991, SP Telecom separated from Southern Pacific, but
retained the right to lay fiber optic cables along the SP railroad right-
of-way. Anschutz organized another subsidiary, SP Construction (SPC),
that operated cable-laying trains. SPC dug trenches, dropped fiber optic
cables in them and buried them as the train crept along the railroad at
about 5 mph. This work started immediately in 1987, with reports of
the trains operating on various parts of the consolidated SP system.'* In
Utah, the photographic evidence shows a train laying cable in Spanish
Fork Canyon during the summer of 1995.1%

In 1995, Anschutz moved aggressively to enter the
telecommunications market. It was always about timing with Anschutz;

ing Universe reports on Qwest and Southern Pacific for the purpose of tracking the company’s histories are
found at http://www.fundinguniverse.com/company-histories/Qwest-Communications-International-Inc-
Company-History.html (accessed 22 March 2010) and hitp://www.fundinguniverse. com/company-histories/
SOUTHERN-PACIFIC-TRANSPORTATION-COMPANY-Company-History.html (accessed 22 March
2010) respectively. -

103 mid

104 The consolidated system was the Southern Pacific Railroad, The Saint Louis and Southwestern
Railroad (Cotton Belt), The Northwestern Pacific and the Denver and Rio Grande Western Railroad. The
reports of the cable laying trains would surface from time to time in railfan magazines such as CTC Board,
Pacific Rail News and Flimsies in their columns on the Southern Pacific.

105  Bamy Maxfield, “SP Fiber Optic Train at Billie’s Mountain,” Maxfield Railroad Photo Collec-
tion, Utah Valley University Library, Special Collections, 1995, unnumbered section.
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he had the patiénce. The opportunity presented itself when Anschutz
purchased Qwest Communications. He immediately consolidated SP
Telecommunications into it. Later in the year, Anschutz took over the
company. Then in a secretive move that Wall Street never expected,
Union Pacific bought the consolidated Southern Pacific Raﬂroad minus
the fiber optic lines next to the railroad track.!%

There can be no argument that Anschutz has been a shrewd and
savvy businessman. In a decade, he took over railroads and used them to
build a telecommunications empire; he did it with precision and patience.
It can be argued that he sold out the Rio Grande’s independence and did
the same to Southern Pacific. It can be equally and effectively argued
that he prolonged these railroads’ lives.

It appears that Anschutz merely spotted a trend and followed it.
This became an opportunity to make money. What Anschutz did was
take a railroad that was becoming moribund by the changes forced on it
by the climate of deregulation and merger. These changes came about in
order to make the railroading business more efficient. The Rio Grande
would not have survived had it not been taken over by Anschutz. There
remains the possibility that it may have disappeared completely like
other moribund and redundant railroads like the Chicago, Rock Island
and Pacific or the Chicago, Milwaukee, St. Paul and Pacific Railroad.
The Rio Grande was had become redundant and was not necessary in the
Transcontinental rail network. Anschutz breathed life into and prolonged
its existence until such time that the Union Pacific would take it over.

The disappearance of the Rio Grande as a legal entity, and the fact
that is physical plant has been reduced to minimal use is an indicator of
America’s economy. The railroads that once hauled goods from America’s
factories to the end users are disappearing. These losses coincide with
the outsourcing of manufacturing to foreign nations. Meanwhile, the
railroads that are positioned to move imported merchandise for the
consumerism that has become the reality of the American economy,
flourish. Union Pacific now boasts a three track wide “speedway” on
part of their system where the countless container trains to supply stores
such as Wal-Mart can now run unhindered to warehouses and the end
consumer. The balance of the American rail system is being slowly

106 FundingUniverse.com, http://www.fundinguniverse.com/company-histories/SOUTHERN-
PACIFIC-TRANSPORTATION-COMPANY-Company-History.htm! (accessed 22 March 2010).
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shunned in this wake, seemingly without consideration of long term
cause and effect. It can be said, as goes the American economy, so goes
the American railroad, and thus went the Rio Grande.
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Kerouac’s Fragmented Identity:
The Beat Generation’s Troubled Leader

Brian Thredgold

= Scholars who attempt to differentiate Jack Kerouac’s cultural
image from his actual history find themselves lost in a swirl of half-truths
and contradictory statements. The first of many obstacles which the scholar
must overcome is the wealth of information written about Kerouac’s life
by scholars and himself. Matt Theado , a Kerouac biographer, asserts that,
“Kerouac’s published work presents an unwieldy accretion. His books
include fiction, poetry, non-fiction, selected letters, religious writing, and
the ‘true-story’ novels for which he is most famous.”" Kerouac wrote
his “true-story” novels in a non-fictionalized first person narrative.
Joshua Kupetz, another Kerouac biographer, explains that the volume of
Kerouac’s writing makes for a difficult character study because “more than
that of most novelists, Kerouac’s “fiction’ is largely autobiographical.””?
On the Road, the most famous of these “true-story” novels, has divided
historians and biographers attempting to draw conclusions concerning
Kerouac’s life since its publication in 1957. Add to that the vast quantity
of material that Kerouac used to describe himself, and any reader can
see that attempting to constrain Kerouac to his pop-culture image or his
historiography is, perhaps, impossible.

This paper explores Kerouac’s life, his masterpiece On the Road,
and The Beat Generation movement which expanded overnight because
of the reception of the novel. While trying'to characterize Kerouac, it is
important to remember that he meant so many things, at so many times, to
so many people. Kerouac was bohemian, Catholic, Buddhist and atheist.
He was an absentee father, a drug user and a drunkard, an intellectual
and a base man. He represented the Beat generation while he rejected it

at the same time. He implored men the world over to stop drinking and

apologize to their wives for their mistakes, but he remained estranged

1 Matt Theado, Understanding Jack Kerouac (Columbia: University of South Carolina Press,
2000), 1. .
2 Joshua Kupetz, “The Straight Line Will Take You Only to Death.” On the Road: The Original

Scroll (2007): 84.
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from two of his three wives and stayed with his alcohol until it killed
him. Kerouac’s life was vast, so biographers who claim to know who
Jack Kerouac “was” are bound to be right, to a certain degree: “In telling
the story of (Jack Kerouac’s) life, it’s impossible to separate the fact from
the fiction, the man from the myth... It doesn’t always make sense, and
most of it never happened. But that’s the kind of story (Kerouac’s) is.”

_ “Jean Louis (Jack) Kerouac was born March 12, 1922, in Lowell,
Massachusetts, a mill town on the Merrimack River.”* The beginnings
of Kerouac’s life aren’t difficult to grasp. Kerouac, by all accounts,
was a well adjusted boy. However, one tragic event occurred during his
childhood that continued to influence his writing and psyche. His older
brother, Gerard, died of rheumatic fever when Kerouac was just four
years old. “Gerard’s death after a two-year illness left a vacancy in the
Kerouac household and a continuing guilt for the remaining brother, who
pondered that it should have been him, the less worthy one, to have died.”
The loss of his brother affected Kerouac throughout his life. Kerouac
continuously looked for male companions, such as Allen Ginsberg, Neal
Cassady, and William Burroughs, to fill the void created by his brother’s
death. Death and suffering, along with a search for brotherly kmshlp,
became the focus of many of his later writings.

TIn contrast to a somber youth, Kerouac was the quintessential
American teenager. Theado describes Kerouac as “a standout athlete,
excelling at baseball, football, and track... Yet, Kerouac was more than
a jock at Lowell High School; he was an excellent student as well. His
future seemed bright, for he was at once athletic and intelligent, popular
with other students, and admired by girls.”® From an early age, Kerouac’s
greatest desire was “to be a great writer.”” However, Kerouac placed
his writing on hold when he was awarded a scholarship to play football
at Columbia University. “Although he showed promise as a halfback,
he broke his leg early in his first year and did not play the rest of the

3 Daniel Wallace, Big Fish: A Novel of Mythic Proportions (New York: Penguin Books, 1998), 12.
4 Theado, 12. ;
5 Tbid., 12.
6 Ibid., 13.
-
7

Ibid., 9. —f
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season.”® :
Kerouac’s broken leg may have been one of the most significant
injuries for both the 1960’s counter-culture movement and 20th century
American literature. While recovering from his injury at Columbia,
Kerouac met seventeen-year-old Allen Ginsberg, a freshman, and the
two became inseparable. Ginsberg filled some of the brotherly void left
by Gerard’s death, and “like Kerouac, Ginsberg was not shy about his
literary aspirations.” Ginsberg and Kerouac, both extremely intelligent
and well-read, made another friend in William Burroughs. Literary
critics and scholars later referred to these three as the “beat poets,” after
the movement they spawned. Rather than focus on their schooling, the
three poets chose to study “the Russian novelist Fyodor Dostoevsky.
These young men were attracted to the underground scene, lured by
criminality.”'® Dostoevsky himself was known for his unconventional
writing style. He was a pioneer of the “stream-of-consciousness”
movement which Kerouac evinces in many of his works. Dostoevsky’s
literature also dealt with crime, philosophy and maligned groups of people
— the outcasts of society. All of these themes would be the cornerstones
of Kerouac’s writing.

Kerouac later met another future beat poet — Neal Cassady.
Kerouac wasn’t impressed initially with Neal, but he “soon came to see
him as a new kind of American hero, one who would show him new
ways of written expression and who would serve as the hero of some
of Kerouac’s best books.”"* Cassady, however, wasn’t a typical 1950’s
American hero.

Cassady, the “hero” of On the Road had, “according to legend...
stolen five hundred cars and been to bed with five hundred women by
the time he was eighteen.”> Kerouac wrote that Cassady’s “criminality
was not something that sulked and sneered; it was a wild yea-saying
overburst of American joy.”* Kerouac embraced Cassady’s wildness

8 Thid., 15.

9 Theado, 15. ]

10 mid - | 51
11 Theado, 18. ‘

12 Ibid., 18.

13 Jack Kerouac, On the Road (New York: Penguin Books, 1991), 7.
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and romanticized it in On the Road. Millions of young people embraced
the same, seemingly-contradictory practice of “overburst(ing) with
American joy” by way of subverting traditional American values.

- Cassady inspired the type of writing that made Kerouac famous.
Cassady was sharp witted but uneducated when he met Kerouac, in fact
he was unable to read or write. Kerouac taught Cassady to do both.
Eventually, Cassady mastered the language and wrote Kerouac a long
letter that Kerouac “recognized as a masterpiece worthy of Dostoevsky.”!
The rhetorical style of the letter forever influenced Kerouac’s writing,
creating the type of wild, emotional, first-person prose that academia later
recognized as Kerouacian: “he was especially impressed that Cassady
held nothing back in the letter, that he incorporated ‘painfully necessary’
details of his thoughts as well as specific locations, measurements
and chronology” — all of which On the Road was later recognized for.
“Kerouac saw the importance of reliance on direct experience, and he
suddenly changed as a writer. He would no longer fictionalize...Instead,
he would write from his life directly.”’?

This “direct” writing style resulted in Kerouac’s most recognized
and respected work — On the Road. Kerouac’s masterpiece chronicles
Neal and Jack’s quest across North America in search of women, booze,
drugs and “kicks.” During this time in his life, Kerouac lived “for joy, for
kicks, for something burning in the night.”' On the Road is the mostly-
autobiographical sketch of their time together. The book details a three
years-long journey across the United States three times and into Mexico,
the promised land. The book was revolutionary for its time. Kerouac
romanticized promiscuity, drug use, alcohol binges, theft, misogyny,
extra-marital affairs, sabotage against friends and practicaliy every other
anti-American, anti-Christian activity that a traditional conservative
could imagine in the 1950%s." {

Kerouac wrote the entirety of On the Road on one continuous
scroll that he fed through his typewriter. When he finished writing, he
had a one-hundred and twenty-seven foot, single-spaced scroll without

14 Jack Kerouac, Selected Letters: Volume 1: 1940-1956 (New York: Penguin Books, 1996), 242.
15 Theado, 20. '
16 Jack Kerouac, On the Road: The Original Scroll (New York: Penguin Books, 2007), 281.

17 Peter Tamony, “Beat Generation: Beat: Beatniks,” Western Folklore 28 (1969): 272;277.
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page breaks and very little punctuation. The entire process of writing the
novel took just over three weeks.!® The history of the scroll only added
to the legend of the book. Kerouac’s “unconventional style and medium
caused as much of a sensation as the content did.” ¥

When finally published, the original text was highly edited.
The seroll, as it later became known, contained numerous instances of
homosexuahty which were taken out by the publisher, Viking. Editors
spent considerable time punctuating and reforming Kerouac’s prose into
amore “acceptable” grammar and form of narration. Kerouac reluctantly
obliged, only because he needed the money that publication would provide.
Even with all of the revision that his work underwent, Kerouac’s unique
style managed to shine through. In On the Road, Kerouac describes the
fervor he feels when he chases his friends on the way to yet another part:
“They danced down the streets like dingledodies, and I shambled after
as I’ve been doing all my life after people who interest me, because the
only people for me are the mad ones, the ones who are mad to live, mad
- to talk, mad to be saved, desirous of everything at the same time, the ones
that never yawn or say a commonplace thing, but burn, burn, burn.”?

While contradictions in Kerouac’s personality and life manifest
themselves within the text of On the Road, the celebrity which Kerouac
gained following its publication created an even more fragmented
Kerouac. After his novel’s publication, Kerouac the writer and Kerouac
the cultural figurehead split further and further apart. Kerouac “became
an overnight nationwide celebrity. Ironically, his success initiated his
failure. Kerouac was not suited for mass media fame. An extroverted
“madman” in his writing, he was actually. shy in public and often became
ill at the thought of appearing on a television show or even at a book
s1gmng party.”? Unable to cope with his newfound fame, Kerouac’s

already heavy dnnkmg increased.”?

Kerouac s Coex1stent Hatred and Praise for “The Beat Generation”

18 “Kerouac Scroll Tour,” OnTheRoad.org.
19 . Theado, 3.

20 - Kerouac, 30.

21 Theado, 22.
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The Beat Generation had existed for years before On the Road
was published. A feature article in the New York Times Magazine, written
by John Holmes, entitled, “This is the Beat Generation,”-defined being
“beat” as “the feeling of having been used, of being raw. It involves
a sort of nakedness of mind, and ultimately of soul; a feeling of being
reduced to a bedrock of consciousness.”® Like so many other counter-
culture movements, the beat generation was without a prophet or a bible.
When Kerouac’s opus was published, that void was filled in the mind of
those who participated in the movement, but, ironically, not in Kerouac’s.
Gilbert Millstein, a famous New York Times book reviewer, stated that
“On the Road is for the Beat Generation what The Sun Also Rises was
for the Lost Generation.” Xerouac, however, openly despised such
comparisons and tried to distance himself from the Beat movement: “Do
you know what a beatnik is?... They write a line of poetry, type it up in
a big expensive five dollar binding book, put it under their arm, put on
sandals, grow a little goatee, walk down the street and say they’re poets.
It’s just kind of a fad. It was invented by the press.” 2 Kerouac’s own
description of beatniks “could have passed for the general impression the
public was developing of Kerouac himself.”?

Kerouac’s argument about the origination of the beat generation is
explored by Matt Theado, who explains that, “readers would have to look
carefully to find references to The Beat Generation in the text itself...
if publishers...had not featured the Beat Generation in advertisements
and book-cover notes, it is likely that this-book would not be so closely

_dligned with the Beatnik craze that followed.””” Indeed, the cultural
perception of Kerouac as the Father of the Beats was hated by Kerouac,
because “such alignment came at the cost of Kerouac’s own reputation
as a ‘serious’ writer.”?® The popular view of Kerouac as the beat prophet

23 John Holmes, “This is The Beat Generation,” The New York Times Magazine, November 16,
1952, 33.

24 Gilbert Millstein in Matt Theado, Understanding Jack Kerouac (Columbia: University of South
Carolina Press, 2000), 23.

25 National Public Radio, “On the Road at 50,” (originally aired September 1, 2007)

26 Theado, 25. '

27 Thid, 24. d

28 Thid.
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was incredibly pervasive even until the early 1990°s, when professors and
faculty at various universities began to advocate his merit as a promment
figure in the canon of American literature.

Prior to this re-appreciation for his literature, “most people
seemed to know him as more of a pop-culture icon that represent(ed)
youth‘movements, quests of the spirit, and the satiation of the sense
with fast cars, jazz, drugs, and the pursuit of kicks.” % Time magazine’s
obituary refers to Kerouac’s status as -“shaman of the beat Generation
who sounded his ‘barbaric yawp,’” yet the article never directly mentions
that he was a writer. ** Howard Cunnell reminds readers that “the novel is
far more a spiritual quest than a how-to-be-a-hipster manual.”*! Kerouac,
disillusioned by what the movement had become, “witnessed firsthand
the absurd tragedies of avant-garde cultural movements, which often
stray from the fundamental ideas that spawn them.”? Certainly, a one-
line poet in sandals and a goatee, calling himself “beat” would qualify
under Kerouac’s perception of straying from the fundamental ideas of
- The Beat Generation.

 However, “Kerouac refused rigidity and reductiveness - of
categories.” So, to call Kerouac anti-beat would be anti-Kerouacian.
Paradoxically, Kerouac tried to defend the beat generation in the midst
of its departure from idealism to cultural fad. “Those who think that The
Beat Generation means crime, delinquency, immorality are misinformed,
because they attack it on the grounds that they simply don’t understand
history and the yearnings of human souls...Woe unto those who .don’t
realize that America must, will, is changing now, for the better, I say.”*
Kerouac continued to appreciate the beat movement even though he
“attempted to rid himself of the ‘King of Beats title.”” He did not
want the responsibility of leading an entire generation that, in fact, he

29 bid. .

30 Time cited in Theado, 3. »

31 Howard_Cunnell, “Fast This Time.” On the Road: The Original Scroll (2007): 3. ~
32 Perny Vlagopoulos, “Rewriting America: Kerouac’s Nation of “Underground Monsters.” On the
Road: The Original Scroll (2007): 55. :

33 “Tbid. :

34 " Jack Kerouac in Ellis Amburn, Subterranean Kerouac: The Hidden Life of Jack Kerouac (N ew

York: St. Martin’s Press, 1998), 205.
)
35 Vlagopoulos, 57.
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barely understood. Still, compelled by the fundamental ideas of the .

cause, “Kerouac found himself having to rescue the idea of The Beat
Generation.”® A
~Kerouac found great value in the movement he and others had
created, even if the media were perverting it. Kerouac’s description of
his first interaction with the term “beat” is a useful tool for understanding
why Kerouac continued to fight for The Beat Generation, even when it
was losing itself. Abroken down man named Hunkce came up to Kerouac
in Chicago “and said, ‘Man, I’'m beat.” I knew right away wheat he meant
somehow. The hipsters kept talking about the same things I like, long
outlines of personal experience and vision, full of hope, rumblings of a
new soul. When Huncke appeared and said ‘I’m beat’ with radiant light
shining out of his despairing eyes, it was a new language.”’ Kerouac
wanted to preserve and express that “new language.” He lamented that
The Beat Generation became more about sandals and bad poetry than
“radiant light shining out of despairing eyes.”
Despite Kerouac’s best efforts, The Beat Generation continued to
-move in a direction opposite of what Kerouac intended. Advertising and
mass media had more of an impact on shaping and defining the Generation
than Kerouac did. According to a sarcastic William Burroughs, “After
1957, On the Road sold a trillion levis and a million coffee machines,
and sent countless kids on the road. This was due to the media, the
arch-opportunists. They know a story when they see one, and the Beat
movement was a story, a big one.”®® Hipsters paraphrased the book
instead of reading it. Companies seeking to make a profit homogenized
the message of anti-conformity and self-actualization into something that
could be bought and sold — Levi’s and cigarettes, fast cars and cheap
alcohol. While companies became wealthy off of the newly popular Beat
movement, Kerouac, in contrast saw a decline in personal wealth and
wellness. : , '
Kerouac’s life began a precipitous decline after the publication

of On the Road. “Some observers may conclude that Kerouac failed in

life — he never maintained a solid home life that he yearned for; he had a
36 Tbid.
37 Jack Kerouac in Tamony, 278. P

38 William Burroughs in Matt Theado, Understandfng Jack Kerouac (Columbiaé Univeréity of
South Carolina Press, 2000), 1.
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child he rarely saw; he was frequently broke and often depended on his
mother; he died an early alcoholic’s death.”® Kerouac gave the last years
of his life over to drugs and alcohol. He became increasingly depressed
and disillusioned. “Kerouac felt a profound sense of loneliness; this
stemmed partly from a spiritual understanding of human suffering that
was so embedded in his Catholic upbringing, and partly from his artist’s
interiority.™ Kerouac’s beautiful prose about adventure, peace and
harmony often clashed harshly with the way he lived his life. Nearer to
his death, Kerouac wrote what he hoped would happen to men who had
been too proud to stay at home with their family, men like him: “All over
the world, in the jungles of Mexico, in the backstreets of Shanghai, in
New York cocktail bars, husbands are getting drunk while women stay
home with the babies of an ever-darkening future. If these men stop the
machine and come home —and get on their knees — and ask for forgiveness
— and the women bless them — peace will suddenly descend on the earth
with a great silence like the inherent silence of the Apocalypse.”

Kerouac, of course, rarely took his own advice. He stated that
“a lot of people say I don’t know what I'm doing, but of course I do.”*
He was a fragmented self, a walking contradiction. “Kerouac was a
split person, drinking in increasing amounts, smoking marijuana and
taking Benzedrine, and taking morphine with his friends.”™® Though
he advocated home life and harmony in marriage, he was incapable of
walking away from alcohol and asking for that forgiveness which he
advised others to seek. Kerouac died at age forty-seven as a result of an
internal hemorrhage caused by cirrhosis. A lifetime of alcohol abuse had
effectively killed Kerouac.

Due to his fragmented existence, one can safely say that Kerouac
would be equally pleased and repulsed by his manner of death. He had
lived fast, but paid dearly for that life. The movement he devoted his

life to was in shambles, yet “at the end of the road he was happy.”*
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A section of On the Road sums up Kerouac’s journeys with Cassady,
effectively closing the book: “Behind us lay the whole of America and
everything Neal and I had previously known about life, and life on the
road. We had finally found the magic land at the end of the road and we
never dreamed the extent of the magic.”* Although Kerouac intimates
that he féund happiness at the end of his road, one who studies his life
can never be certain. The struggle between identifying biography and art
in his writing is ever present. Jack Kerouac never sought to define his
existence or life, and perhaps it is in the best interest of those who study
him to live in ambiguity as well.

45 Kerouac, 377.
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Silent Warriors: American Civilian Women Serving in Vietnam
Desiree Sedgwick

~ The United States’ involvement in the Vietnam conflict began
January 1, 1955, when the U.S. sent direct aid to the government of South
Vietnam,” and ended April 30, 1975, the day Saigon surrendered to the
North Vietnamese, and the last Americans were air-lifted out of Vietnam.
The United States, between 1964 and 1975, experienced turbulent years
marked by conflict and change. The women who served in the Vietnam
War did so during a period of enormous cultural and societal upheaval.
Activities of the civil rights movement, the anti-war movement, and
the women’s movement coincided with the years of armed conflict in
Vietnam.! ‘

Civilian women who served in Vietnam did so bravely. They
worked extremely long hours under uncomfortable and dangerous
conditions. The Vietnam War did not have a defined front, and these
women often found themselves in the midst of shelling and artillery
attacks. In Vietnam, the women received appreciation from those they
served, whether it was the American troops or the Vietnamese people. In
many ways, these women served as unofficial diplomats for the United
States. They represented the good that America stood for at a time when
many Vietnamese saw very little good in the American government or
military. When they returned home, they came back to a country that
wanted to forget, ignore, deny, or simply move on from the war. Many
women never spoke of their service in Vietnam; they instead chose
silence. Many of these women experienced continuing difficulty in
readjusting to life years after being back from Vietnam. Regardless of the
nature of each woman’s job and the extent of the immediate danger that
they were exposed to, they all had to “stuff” their emotions to offset the
unusual kinds of stress they experienced on a day to day basis. Whether
that stress was caused by being under rocket attack, losing friends, or
feeling the pressures of sexual harassment, many were forced to build an
emotional wall around them in order to work at her job and keep mind
and soul together.? Many women also had difficulties in establishing

D
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personal long-term relationships; they had difficulties in discussing the
war, and their feelings about what they had been through, even with their
families. They returned home from Vietnam with their own ghosts, just as
the men had. They, too, have had nightmares, flashbacks, depression and
suicidal thoughts. They have been left on their own to cope, to resolve,
each in her individual way.> Not until the Vietnam Women’s Memorial
was dedicated in 1993, did many women who served in Vietnam choose
to start talking about their experiences. Slowly, people are learning more
of how these women served and Americans are now giving them the
credit they deserve for their sacrifices.

Countless books and articles have been written on the Vietnam
War. Of these writings, however, there has been very little written on the
role that civilian women played during the war. Unknown to the general
population, between 33,000 and 55,000 American women were in
Vietnam during the war. Of this number, it is believed that about 11,000
served in the military.* The remainder worked in civilian capacities,
either as representatives of various organizations or as individuals.
These numbers, however, are merely a guess. There is no documentation
to actually back them up since gender was not taken into consideration
when counting Americans serving in Vietnam. With 2.6 million men
fighting a war, it is easy to understand how some Americans could be
so oblivious to the presence of American women in Vietnam. Veteran
journalist Ron Steinman stated in his book Women in Vietnam, that “the
Pentagon was either gender-blind during Vietnam or the omission was
deliberate. We will never know. Either way, as I have said, the military
did not define women as women...."

War and women are not often thought of together. Vietnam was
not the first war in which women played an active role. Women have been
involved in every American war since the Revolution. The aséumption of
women in war has been that they are nurses or women who are in the

military. This has led most to forget the sacrifices that civilian women

have made. Civilian women have been forgotten when it comes to war.
3 Walker, 6.
4 Kathryn Marshall, /n the Combat Zone (Boston: Little Brown and Company, 1987) 4.
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Since the inception of the United States, American women have
played significant roles in all military conflicts. A group of civilian women
in the American Revolution was nicknamed “Molly Pitchers” because
the women served as water carriers for the artillery units. These women
were not allowed to join the military in their time, but the original “Molly
Pitcher,”*Mary Hays, was awarded a pension of $40.00 annually by the
Pennsylvania State Legislature for the rest of her life.” This is just one
example of what women did during the Revolutionary War. There are,
however, less noted examples of women and the roles that they played
during the Revolutionary War. Jobs, such as cooking meals, washing
and mending clothes, and even those who served as nurses to wounded
soldiers, might be thought of as less spectacular; they were nevertheless
crucial to the war effort.

Women continued their patriotism into the Civil War. Women
from both the North and South served as scouts, spies, saboteurs, and
disguised themselves as men to participate in actual fighting.® During the
Civil War, nursing became a profession as approximately seven thousand
women served as nurses for the Union and Confederate forces.’ This was
all done in a civilian capacity because the U.S. Army did not establish an
auxiliary nursing corps until 1901.1°

During the first and second world wars, American civilian
women served as nurses, secretaries, administrators, messengers, aides,
telephone operators, pilots, interpreters, and other roles as well. They
suffered from some of the same dangers of war as the soldiers: shelling,
gassing, diseases, unsanitary living conditions, bombings and other
horrors connected with war. They were witnesses to the heavy losses
and brutality of both wars. Sometimes they were victims themselves. For
instance, in World War I, three hundred nurses died from d1seases were
wounded, or were prisoners of war.!! :

World War II had by far the largest nu.mber of civilian women

7 Historic Valley Forge, “Molly Pitcher,” U.S. History. Org, http://www.ushistory.org/valleyforge
8 June Willenz, Women Veterans: America’s Forgotten Heroines (New York: Continuum Publish-
ing Co, 1983), 12. "

9 Willenz, 13.

10 The National Archives, “Women,” http://www.archives.gov/publications/ref-info-papers/109/
womerLpdf. '

11 Willenz, Women's Veterans, 15.
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volunteers. In regards to.civilian service, American women worked for a
variety of organizations. One of those organizations, the American Red
Cross (ARC), played a significant role during World War II. Women
volunteers worked in hospitals, recreation centers, and mobile clubs.
In recreation clubs, they provided food, drinks, games, music, and
dancing. Volunteers also packed thousands of food and medical parcels
for prisoners of war, and aided hundreds of thousands of military men
and women. Twenty-nine American Red Cross women died in service
during World War II. Other organizations that civilian women worked for
were the Office of War Information, Office of Strategic Services, and the
United Service Organization.'?

The first American civilian women began arrlvmg in Vietnam
prior to the passage of the Gulf of Tonkin Resolution of 1964. Women
went to Vietnam for a variety of reasons. Women were not drafted as
many of the men were. The reasons for volunteering varied, but their
determination for their work did not. Some went looking for adventure or
- an opportunity to live in another country. Others went for humanitarian
reasons. Many had a desire to help those less fortunate; to help the
Vietnamese learn to help themselves. Others volunteered as missionaries
to spread Christianity.'®

Therolesthat civilian women played during the Vietnam War were
vital. They went as caregivers who generally served in one of two groups.
There were those who were peace keepers in the form of missionaries,
teachers, civilian nurses, and doctors, who typically belonged to Non-
governmental organizations (NGOs). They had close relationships with
the Vietnamese who trusted them. In many cases, these women were
pacifists who distrusted the American military in Vietnam. They felt
that the Vietnamese people were being treated unfairly and were being
uprooted from a culture that had existed for thousands of years. In the
Vietnamese culture, it is considered unwise to move people from their

land because that is where their deceased ancestors’ spirits remain. The

U.S. and South Vietnamese military had a policy of relocating people
-in order to establish safe zones which disrupted many communities and
families. This program was known as The Strategic Hamlet Program, and

12 Olga Gruhzit-Hoyt, They Also Served: American Women in World War IT (New York: Carol -
Publishing Co., 1995), 220.
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it failed miserably. Many civilian women who worked and lived closely
with the Vietnamese appreciated their desire to remain on their ancestral
land and understood their resistance to relocation.'* The two governments
saw no way in which to avoid these actions. Therefore, the Vietnamese
continued to be relocated despite repeated protests by the villagers. This
led to negative feelings toward both their own Vietnamese government as
well as the U.S. government. .

The second group of women consisted of those who went to
Vietnam to support the American servicemen. These women volunteered
with groups such as the Department of Defense known as Army Special
Services and NGOs like the American Red Cross and United Service
Organization. They offered recreational programs, clubs, and shows to
the U.S. troops in order to distract them from the stress and brutality of
war. These women worked for the most part directly with the soldiers,
playing games, teaching photography in craft shops, and suggesting
books to read in the libraries.!* Although they knew some Vietnamese
people, they generally had very little interaction with them.'®
) Within these two groups, the women traditionally performed
“women’s work.” They were the caregivers and nurturers who took on
the roles of mothers or sisters to the U.S. soldiers and Vietnamese. All
worked extremely long hours, anywhere from twelve to sixteen hour
days, six days a week. The average age of the civilian women was twenty-
three; a few were Hispanic, African American, or Native American, but
most were white, and regardless of racial or ethnic background, middle
class. They were single and almost all had college degrees.!” In addition
to the stress and strain involved in taking care of others, these women
had the added burden of working in a war zone where their own personal
safety was at risk.!®

The two types of organizations that sent women to Vietnam
were governmental (GOs) and nongovernmental (NGOs). The U.S.
nongovernmental agencies that sent women to Vietnam varied greatly.

Ve
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Many were from religious or voluntary organizations such as -the
International Voluntary Service (IVS), the American Friends Service
Committee (AFSC), and Catholic Relief Services. These organizations
sent their volunteers specifically to work with the Vietnamese people.
For example, the IVS was a private organization that sent teachers,
agricultural advisors, community social workers, and others to Vietnam to
assist civilians.? Typically, civilian women who worked for these NGOs
as well as the governmental organization known as the U.S. Agency for
International Development (USAID) lived and worked closest with the
- Vietnamese civilian population. They lived off the local economy. They
bought and ate their food from the local Vietnamese markets and they
lived in apartments or houses in town. Their work and location enabled
them to have more contact with the Vietnamese population than any other
Western women in Vietnam at that time.

Some other nongovernmental organizations such as the American
Red Cross (ARC) through its Supplemental Recreational Activities
Overseas program (SRAQ), and the United Service Organization (USO)
were specifically charged with developing morale and recreation services

-in Vietnam. Their mission was to provide diversified and comprehensive
recreation programs to enhance and support the morale and welfare of
the United States and Free World Military Forces.?

Women who volunteered with NGOs or private organizations were
trained much more efficiently than those in governmental organizations.
The humanitarian NGOs, many of them religious in nature, but not all,
have a long history of missionary/humanitarian work in other countries
and cultures. As a result, they have developed in-depth training programs
for the people who work with them.?! American government organizations
such as USAID that had more NGO-like missions, had training that was
similar to the NGO’s.

The ARC and USO- were considered non-military missions.
While they were connected to the military, they were still considered non-
combatants and so they received no relevant training or orientation. Arin

Kelsey’s (Special Services) personal belief is that the military refused
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to recognize the meaning of a no-front, often guerrilla war situation,
where a non-combatant designation is meaningless. As a result, the
official assumption was that if women were a non-combatant (all women,
military and civilian, were given that designation); there was no need to
train or equip women adequately for life in a war zone because women
would never find themselves under attack. This was one hundred percent
true for the civilians. The military women were sometimes given better
training and appropriate gear once they arrived in country, depending on
their job and where they were assigned. “The civilians, though, just had
to wing it.” 2

The NGO organization IVS provided its volunteers with extensive
language classes that lasted four hours a day for the first three months
in the country. Judy Danielson, who worked for the Vietnam Christian
Service (VCS), said, “Speaking the language made all the difference.”
She was able to get around in Vietnam by herself because she knew the
language, and from a psychological perspective because she spoke the
language she was able to have closer relationships with the Vietnamese.
These women went to Vietnam specifically to serve the Vietnamese.
They had daily interaction with the Vietnamese and at times, lived with
Vietnamese families.

Women volunteered to serve in Vietnam for a variety of reasons.
Becky Pietz joined the ARC in 1969 and was trained as a medical social
worker. In 1971, she was assigned to Vietnam where she worked in a
hospital in Qui Nhon and Danang. “When I told my father I was going
to Vietnam, he said, “Well, if I had a son I’d expect him to go.” My
mother did not say anything — she absolutely refused to discuss it. My
grandmother, I remember got drunk, and my younger sister got angry.
My friends had very mixed feelings. Some of them were antiwar — and I
lost a few of them.”* _ g

Marjorie Nelson grew up in a Quaker family and from the fall of
1967 until Tet of 1968, Marjorie worked at the AFSC rehabilitation center
in Quang Ngai, where she treated Vietnamese civilians for the injuries
that they sustained in the war. “I went to Vietnam to find an adequate

22 Ann Kelsey, email to author, 28 March 2010.
23 ‘Weber, “Forgotten Sacrifices,” 18.
24 Marshall, In the Combat Zone, 104.
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response, as a Chnstlan and a Quaker, to people who were suffering and
in need.””

Laurie Jean Stark was the daughter of Dr. Meritt W. Stark who
was the chief medical officer for Region III for civilians and refugees
in Vietnam. He volunteered to go to Vietnam as a part of the Volunteer
Physi¢ian to Vietnam program. Laurie was a protester against the conflict
in Vietnam. She attended a seminar in Wisconsin that helped her improve
her effectiveness as a protestor. After her graduation from the week long
seminar, Laurie was assigned Oregon State where she was to disseminate
anti-war information. She spent the summer in Oregon speaking at
churches and civic clubs, on radio and television. In the fall she returned
to the University of Colorado where she remained until her graduation
in 1971. Following this, she was employed at the Community College of
Denver.?

- In 1973, Dr. Stark wrote to Laurie inquiring whether she would
be interested in a visit to Vietnam. “My thought was that the protestors
- in the States might have a change of heart were they to come to Vietnam
and meet the people whose future hung in the balance.”” Laurie was
very receptive to this suggestion and in the fall of 1973, accompanied
her father back to Vietnam. When Laurie arrived in Vietnam, she made
a serious effort to learn the language. She used the language at every
opportunity with the many friends she was making.

With the young men of the country of Vietnam in umform many
of the young women needed employment to supplement the meager
income their husbands received. Many women moved to Saigon where
the possibility of employment was better and being away from their
families, a place was needed for small children. Laurie and a Vietnamese
friend opened a school, the Peter Pan Preschool. The school stayed open
until April 4, 1975. _

Sandra Collingwood was a volunteér with IVS and later with

Catholic Relief Services from 1967 to 1969. She had training in the

Vietnamese culture in the States first, and then in the Philippines, where
she learned about the Asian farming culture. “We actually planted rice
25 . Marshall, 147. ;
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in the mud paddies and experienced what it was like to work with the
water buffalo, which was the Vietnamese farm . equipment, like our
tractors.”® She also lived with a Vietnamese family where she learned to
use chopsticks and to eat Vietnamese food, all the while learning other
aspects of the culture.

Ann Hensley, another IVS worker, recalled that her training
preceding her arrival in Vietnam was thorough. First, she spent ten days
in Washington, D.C., listening to lectures about culture shock, health,
nutrition, language barriers, and political concerns. Before arriving in
Vietnam, her group stopped in Tokyo, Japan, and Hong Kong to get a
feel of what Asia was like. Then, once she was in Vietnam, she spent six
hours a day learning Vietnamese.?

The women who received this extensive training understood and
respected the Vietnamese customs and traditions. They developed close
relationships with the Vietnamese people and this, in turn, put strains
on their relationships with members of the United States military and
government. The military was there to fight a war while the civilian
volunteers were there to help the Vietnamese overcome the difficulties
of living in the middle of a war. Ann Hensley said, “The U.S. military
wanted us on their side, so there was always pressure to work on projects
that they thought worthy. We resisted and were not well thought of
because of it.”*° Their objectives were in conflict with one another. Sandra
Collingwood said, “The tendency of a lot of the American military men,
with the exposure and training they had regarding the Vietnamese, was
to not trust any Vietnamese. Often I found that they did not, or could not,
see them as human beings.”! i

Another problem that existed between the two sides was that many
of the civilian women who worked for these various organizations were
pacifists. Their pacifism caused tension between them and the military.
Dot Weller was a volunteer with the AFSC from July 1967 to October
1971 in its rehabilitation center in Quang Ngai. The AFSC is a voluntary
Quaker relief group, and its position was to help the Vietnamese civilians

28 Walker, 172.
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cope with the injuries suffered at the hands of any participants in the war.
The AFSC was absolutely neutral in regards to the political situation and
vowed to treat anyone who came to its center, as long as they were civilians.
The longer that Weller was there, however, the more her sympathies were
with the National Liberation Front (NLF) and with the innocent civilians.
Weller said, “We came to hate what the United States was doing in this
country. During the four and a half years that I was there, from 80-95
percent of the war injured that came through our doors were injured by
the U.S. or South Vietnamese troops.” The women volunteers within
these groups began to question the role of the U.S. military in Vietnam
as well as whether its power and position was legitimate. They distanced
themselves from the U.S. military and government as much as possible
because it hurt their reputation with the Vietnamese.

There were, however, instances where some of these women
volunteers had close relationships with members of the U.S military
and government. American soldiers often donated their free time in the
- civilian hospitals and went out of their way to help civilian Vietnamese
and Americans. For example, in a civilian hospital in Nha Trang, called
Chan-Y-Vien, American soldiers raised money to help buy a new car for
the staff.*

The civilian volunteers often lived in the villages or nearby,
understood the language, respected the culture, developed lasting
friendships, and helped the community in various ways. The contact they
had with the peasants was a valuable tool.>* The U.S. wanted to win the
hearts and minds of the people of Vietnam. These women volunteers
were at times able to accomplish that, however, they were unable to solve
the armed conflict that was raging in Vietnam.

The other group of women who volunteered to go to Vietnam went
to provide moral support and recreational services to the thousands of
American servicemen. These women became the mothers, sisters, wives

-and girlfriends to these soldiers who longed for a reminder of home.

Along with the ARC SRAOQ, and the USO, the Army Special Services, a
governmental organization under the Department of Defense were such
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that provided the support the soldiers needed.

Women who volunteered for these orgamzat10ns often went to
Vietnam out of a sense of patriotism and idealism to do their part to
support the soldiers. Ann Kelsey grew up in California around military
bases. Her father was a civilian worker at the Naval Ordnance Laboratory
in Corona. As the war escalated, more and more of her male friends were
either being drafted or enlisting in the military. For Kelsey, who had
just recently graduated from college with a Master’s degree in Library
Science, a way to support her friends was to volunteer for the Special
Services as a librarian. Kelsey was upset with the direct attacks of anti-
war protesters on those who were serving in the military, and she believed
she needed to support them. Kelsey was in favor of the war, and it was
very upsetting to have her military friends attacked so viciously for their
involvement.> When she was recruited by the Army Special Services,
they were not recruiting specifically for Vietnam, because the Special
Services recreation programs were at bases in the States, Europe, as well
as other countries. But when she found out that there was a program for
soldiers in Vietnam, “I volunteered specifically for that. I felt that I had to
do something to show my support for the guys who were over there, and
this was a way to do it.”*

While most women who worked for mnongovernmental
organizations and religious groups were given extensive training for their
new assignments in Vietnam, women who volunteered with the ARC,
and the USO, were given very little training, if any at all. The women
who volunteered with the governmental organization, Army Special
Services were not given training either. Many did not even know what
they were going to do once they arrived in Vietnam.’” Ann Kelsey was
sent her uniform in the mail and simply “shipped off” to Vietnam. Once
she arrived, she felt “totally unprepared.”

Jeannie Hasenbeck (ARC 1968-1969) said her training before she
arrived in Vietnam, consisted of nothing more than getting her shots and
being fitted for her uniform. “I had not spent one day in the Red Cross

35 Ann Kelsey, interview by author, 10 October 2009.
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before I went over. I had not spent one day around the military which
was what I was assigned to. I had not spent one day in a hospital. I had
never spent a day in a war zone, and I had never spent a day in a foreign
country.” On her first day, when she was being shown around the hospital
by the field director, she became overwhelmed, “and vomited all over the
place because I could not believe what I was seeing.” Hasenbeck recalled,
“T had never seen such destruction of the human body before.”* Because
~ they had not been to any training sessions or orientation meetings, the
volunteers did not know what to anticipate and were shocked at their
situation. ‘

Some women did receive training before arriving in Vietnam.
Jeanne Christie who worked with the ARC (1967-1968), remembered
that her training in Washington, D.C., consisted ofhow to tell the different
branches of the service apart and how to tell who was an officer and who
was an enlisted person. “We were also told how to wear our uniforms and
when we could wear civilian clothes.” The ARC also taught her how to
“answer an off-color remark and how to take a drink when we were in
uniform.”*

Marianne Gable Reynolds volunteered with the Army Special
Services from 1967 to 1968, and ran a huge service club called the
Ponderosa in Dong Tam. One day while working in the club, General
Bradley came in. Reynolds was working alone and was surprised by the
visit but greeted the general warmly. “Sergeant Bradley, I'm so happy to
have you at the Ponderosa Service Club.”*

‘ General Bradley was not in military uniform, but a civilian white
shirt. Reynolds reported, “I saw him smile briefly but what I really did
notice was his aide-de-camp and our base commander recoil in horror.
To my surprise, that evening I was invited to the command bunker to
learn army lessons from the base commander s executive officer: ‘Now,
Miss Gable, when you see one gold oak leaf it'’s a major; a silver oak leaf

is a lieutenant colonel, and...” The officer went through the whole litany
of rank.
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At the time Reynolds exhibited chagrin, but she became indignant
later when she thought, If they wanted me perfect as a civilian, they should
have trained me to all that rank.** Another ARC worker, Penni Evans,
was taught military etiquette and was reminded to “be feminine,” and
“don’t swear.” Although it was not stated, it was implied that they should
not date énlisted men, “We were to be nonsexual symbols of purity and
goodness.”* USO girls were given training before they went to Vietnam.
They learned how to run a club, plan menus and write monthly reports.
This training was useful so that they might perform their jobs adequately,
it did not, however, prepare them for going to work in a war zone.

While some women did receive training for their assignments in

Vietnam, none were given specific safety procedures or training for living
in a war zone. Ann Kelsey remembered, “The Army didn’t give me any
training at all. I went to the University of California at Los Angeles and
got a Master’s degree in library science. That qualified me to go to work
for Special Services as a librarian with a civil service rating of GS-9. I
was trained by the university to do my job as a librarian. I wasn’t trained
at all to go to a war zone, either before I went or while I was there.”*

In Vietnam, there were no front lines. Women, nurses included,
were supposed to be safe in the rear. Because women were considered
“non-combatants,” they were not issued steel helmets or flak jackets;
instead they had to scrounge for them so they would have some protection
during rocket and mortar attacks. When asked about safety procedures
and equipment, Mo Nerli with the USO (1969-1970) exclaimed,
“Helmets, are you kidding, helmets are you kidding! Never, boots, never,
guns, never, vests, never, helmets, never. Nothing.”* In most cases, these
women received training on how to behave like a “lady” rather than what
to do when being mortared or how to respond to a war zone. Women
learned what to do by watching others who had been in country longer.
The naiveté or lack of concern on the part of these organizations is indeed
startling. The men were expected to take care of the volunteers in case a
dangerous situation arose and most women felt reasonably safe with this
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option.*’

Ann Kelsey was nearly shot by mistake. A bullet crashed through
the trailer that she was living in, missing the side of her head by inches.
She was angrier that “Some fool had discharged his weapon in the wrong
direction rather than almost being killed.” She went out and dug up the
bulletand took it to the commanding general and strongly suggested that
they be more careful when practicing.*8 ,

Safety procedures and training for life in a war zone were
essential for all women who were sent to Vietnam. The nature of the war
as well as the nature of their jobs demanded this training, training that
they did not receive. Civilian women were often put in the most harmful
circumstances. Danger was everywhere. One ARC worker, Cherie Rankin
(1970-1971), who worked in Da Nang, remembered her base being hit all
the time by the NLF. They called Da Nang “Rocket City,” because it was
always being rocketed. “The first night I was there, seventeen rockets hit
our base I heard the alarm, jumped out of bed and ran to the bunker.”
The bunkers were not always the safest place. They were infested with
rats, snakes, and giant cockroaches; they were like swamps. Because of
this, many women chose to stay in their rooms rather than run across the
compound in the dark and sit with bugs and snakes. They would, instead,
“pull the mattress over us and get under the bed. You just got used to
sleeping that way, right through rocket attacks.”*® Ann Kelsey went to the
bunker once while she was in Cam Ranh Bay. “It was full of water and
nasty creatures so after that I took my chances in the trailer. I went under
my bed which was an Army issue and fairly high off the floor and pulled
the mattress halfway off to cover the opening.!

Other threats to these women existed besides being bombed while
on base. For many of the women, part of their job was going out into the
field and visiting the men in remote firebases. They traveled in jeeps,
choppers, and airplanes. Choppers and planes were often shot at by the

enemy and jeeps were exposed to land mines and sniper fire. Penni Evans
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remembered: The chopper right ahead of us took enemy ground fire,
and we took evasive action.”? Judy Jenkins, who served with the Army
Special Services from 1967 to 1970, was in a helicopter when it was
fired upon. She was unable to hear the firing because of the helicopter
blades, but she was able to see the tracers. “Well, then the helicopter goes
sideways and we start skimming the trees to get out of range. I remember
I was terrified.” She was also fired upon as she was riding in a jeep. She
flattened herself against the floor and the driver fired back and took off.
They made it back to their base unhurt, but the jeep behind her had its
tires shot out and was forced to stay behind and “shoot it out.”>3

Civilian women who worked in Vietnam had to worry about the
threat of being overrun by the enemy, being hit in a jeep or helicopter that
they were traveling in, and other incidents that can occur in a war zone.
Civilian women who worked closely with the American troops also had
to worry about another perceived threat—one that was not so obvious,
but was just as dangerous nonetheless—American troops. In some cases,
the women’s closest companions, their dearest friends, the men they had
traveled half way across the world to help, were sometimes the ones
who cost them their lives.> Women experienced varying degrees of
harassment in Vietnam. Sometimes the harassment was job related when
military personnel such as unit Special Services officers, attempted to
undermine or subvert a civilian woman’s role as a manager of a program
or facility. More often the harassment was sexual in nature.

Soldiers who harmed American women in Vietnam were more the
exception than the norm. For the most part, the soldiers were extremely
respectful of the women who were serving in Vietnam and they greatly
admired them for their decision to serve. “I was never once treated
disrespectfully. We were made to feel so special over there. Those men
thought the world of us and showed it in a very positive way,”* recalled
Jeanne Hasenbeck. If a unit had gone through an extremely brutal
encounter with the enemy, or if they had been extremely brave, their
commanders could request that the women go to the field. The chance
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for American soldiers to see a “round eye,” as they were called, was very
special. The commanders knew how much it meant to the men to see
an American woman. The men in the field, it seemed were often more
afraid of the women than the women were of them. Most of the men
were 80 amazed to see them that they just stared and followed the women
around. Therefore, the women were treated very well for the most part.
To some men they were thought of as sisters, mothers, and friends, but,
unfortunately, to some they were merely women “for hire.”*

According to Ann Kelsey, “Some of the men believed that the only
women who would go into a war zone were those that were there to make
money by selling themselves.””” This was a common misconception in
Vietnam that American women who worked for civilian organizations as
well as military women were there merely as prostitutes. “Nurses do it
for free, but the Red Cross girls charge,” was a popular saying in Vietnam
that Penni Evans often heard and some men actually believed.”® “You
spent a lot of energy proving you weren’t over there making money. It
- was horrendous.”

- Cherie Rankin barely escaped being raped by two servicemen
*,-when she accepted a ride from them. Rankin, who was with the ARC
SRAO Program in Da Nang, Cam Ranh, and Phan Rang from 1970 to
1971, was assaulted by two American servicemen who offered to give
her a ride back to the base when she was coming back from visiting a
local orphanage in Da Nang. At first she said no. Her instincts told her not
to go with them because she felt something was wrong with the situation.
They hung around while she was at the orphanage and waited for her
to head back. Her conflict was that, “You’re supposed to be nice to the
guys. You never know if you’re the first American woman that they’ve
seen, so you always tried to be friendly. So when they stopped again and
_asked if I wanted a ride, my instincts told me not to get in the truck, but
my professional self said, ‘Now what are you supposed to be doing here
in Nam?’” Against her better judgment, she accepted the ride. As soon
as she got in the truck, one of the guys started to molest her. “His hands
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were everywhere — up my dress, in my panties. I was biting him and
yelling at him.” The men continued to molest her and said, “Well you do
this all the time. You give it to the officers for free — what’s the matter,
you gonna charge us?” Rankin was trying to be very cool and rational,
but finally she said, “If you don’t take your goddamned hands off me I’'m
going to $cream my lungs out and I’'m going to file a report, and besides,
I could be your sister! I have a brother here!” Rankin had finally gotten
through to them and they let her go.*

Virginia Kirsch was not so lucky. Ginny, as her friends called her,
was with the ARC SRAO Program in Vietnam and was stationed in Cu
Chi for only two weeks when she was killed. An American serviceman
broke into her building and stabbed her to death on 16 August 1970.

Sandra Collingwood and several other IVS women were working
in a community that had been recently overwhelmed by the American
military. Whenever Collingwood saw an American convoy coming down
the road, she would go into a store, or somewhere “where I would not
be seen, because if they saw me they would blow their air horns; they’d
go through their catcalls, making noises or whatever. To me that was
harassment. I was there doing work that I wanted to be doing with the
Vietnamese and this was an interference.”' Collingwood felt a lack of
respect for herself as a person; she felt that they were judging her as a
round-eye woman, a sexual object rather than just a person. She distanced
herself as much as she could from the military because of this.

Sexual and job related harassment are not peculiar to war zones.
What made these negative experiences more intense in Vietnam was
the fact that they were perpetrated on women who had voluntarily put
themselves in harm’s way by going to a place that was by definition
dangerous, and where they were clearly a minority.®” For women who

‘volunteered to serve in Vietnam, this was an extra layer of burden that
they had to deal with simply because they were women and subject to
this type of behavior by men. Women in Vietnam who experienced sexual
harassment dealt with it as best they could. Some chose to report it while
others did not. Many women lived with the stress caused by the sexual
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harassment, pushed it down deep inside them and continued to do their
jobs to the best of their ability. For the women who worked in morale
and recreation, their job was to boost spirits, to bring a touch of home to
the combat zone, to be perky and happy and smiling. For these women,
exhibiting stress, depression, sadness, or anger was not allowed. These
‘women learned to internalize their fear and anger, to absorb it. Because
of this, many women chose not to report sexual harassment incidences
that took place. Prior to 1973, the term sexual harassment was not used.
While many women felt discriminated against because of their sex, there
were not really any guidelines on how to report it or resolve it.®

“Within the organizations, there wasn’treally anyone to intercede,”
stated Ann Kelsey. Typically, headquarters was an hour helicopter ride
away from where a woman was stationed. There was nothing that could
aid a woman as far as sexual harassment or assault on a day to day basis.
The women themselves had to learn how to manage it.”%

Ann Kelsey never encountered sexual harassment physically, but
there was plenty of emotional sexual harassment. The Special Services
office in Long Binh bought its own vehicles that were then assigned to

-librarians and the people within the entertainment branch because they
had to travel regularly. Kelsey was in charge of several libraries at once
and needed to travel between them frequently; because of this she received
her own vehicle while serving in Vietnam. The Army captain in charge of
Special Services at Cam Ranh and his NCO were both a little incensed
that a “little female civilian” had wheels while they had to walk. These
two men spent a great deal of time trying to make Kelsey’s life miserable
enough for her to surrender her vehicle to them. The two men made nasty
remarks toward her they were not willing to supply facilities-related items
she needed for her library, such as paint, part-time military personnel to
cover evenings, as well as other things that made her life there difficult.
Another Special Services woman who worked in Entertainment also had
similar problems with the two men. Kelsey says, “The legal concept of a
hostile work environment didn’t exist then, and my civilian supervisors
in Long Binh were too far away to provide assistance. I just had to deal
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with it alone.”s Kelsey ignored their remarks and attempts to sabotage
her and found other ways to get what she needed, and of course, she
never surrendered her vehicle. She also did not allow them to jeopardize
the library services that she was trying to provide, which they considered
totally unnecessary. Kelsey reported directly to the head of the library
program in Long Binh and not to the Army captain in charge. Because of
this, they.could not actually order her to do anything. As a result, they just
“flamed back and forth for months.””

The other problem had to do with officers, especially the senior
officers, most of whom were married, hitting on Kelsey. Because Kelsey
was a civilian, she was not subject to the Army’s non-fraternization
policy, so her male friends tended to be the ones who were her age, who
were almost all enlisted men. This did not set well with the officers and
they were not shy about letting her know it. This resulted in much stress
and tension for Kelsey. Because her job was different from the recreation
workers, both Special Services and Red Cross, she did not believe that
she was required to socialize, so she avoided the Officer’s Club and most
parties. She believes this is part of the reason why she did not encounter
any physical sexual harassment. “Since Ginny Kirsch was stabbed to
death in her quarters, and I know at least two other women personally
who, like Ginny, were attacked in their quarters in the middle of the
night, I’m not sure that limiting the socializing was really relevant. Iwas
just lucky.”” The women learned to live with the stress and danger that
they experienced on a daily basis in Vietnam. However, the stress and
danger that they experienced in Vietnam carried on into their lives once
they returned home to the U.S. in the form of what is now known as Post-
Traumatic Stress Disorder (PTSD).¢

65 Ann Kelséy, email o author, February 26, 2010.
66 Ann Kelsey, email to author, February 26, 2010.
67 Ann Kelsey, email to author, February 26, 2010.
68 In 2004, Congress directed the Department of Defense (DOD) o establish a comprehensive

policy to prevent and respond to sexual assaults involving service members. Though not required to do so,
the Coast Guard has established a similar policy. In response to congressional requests and Senate Report ..
No. 110-77, GAO evaluated the extent to which DOD and the Coast Guard (1) have developed and imple-
mented policies and programs to prevent, respond to, and resolve sexual assault incidents involving service
members; (2) have visibility over reports of sexual assault involving service members; and (3) exercise
oversight over reports of sexual assault involving service members. To conduct this review, GAO reviewed
legislative requirements and DOD and Coast Guard guidance; analyzed sexual assault incident data; and
obtained through surveys and interviews the perspective on sexual assault matters of more than 3,900 ser-




138

Despite the widespread attention given to male Vietnam veterans,
the two largest groups of women to serve in Vietnam, an estimated 11,000
military women and an unknown number of civilian women, have been
the subject of only limited research. Experiences of women in Vietnam
included loss, exposure to danger, sexual harassment, and inadequate
preparation for war. The youthful civilian workers and military women
were exposed to catastrophic danger. Nurses were more likely to come in
contact with large numbers of injured and dying, to feel responsible for
another’s death, and to report shortages of essential personnel and supplies.
Many military women, both nurses and not, suffered sexual harassment
and sexual attacks. Then, as now, they may have been less likely to report
it. Civilian workers, especially government civilian workers, reported
more frequent sexual harassment. The reasoning behind this was that
these women worked with the military and experienced more frequent
sexual harassment from the soldiers than those who worked with the

Vietnamese.®”° Both groups suffered from PTSD symptoms.

: According to the American Psychiatric Association’s Diagnostic
and Statistical Manual of Mental Disorders, the essential feature of
Posttraumatic Stress Disorder is the development of characteristic
symptoms following exposure to an extreme traumatic stressor involving
direct personal experience of an event that involves actual or threatened
death or serious injury, or other threat to one’s physical integrity; or
witnessing an event that involves death, injury, or a threat to the physical
integrity of another person; or learning about unexpected or violent
death, serious harm, or threat of death or injury experienced by a family
ember or other close associate.”! The person’s response to the event must

involve intense fear, helplessness, or horror. The characteristic symptoms
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resulting from the exposure to the extreme trauma include persistent

re-experiencing of the traumatic event, persistent avoidance of stimuli
associated with the trauma and numbing of general responsiveness, and
persistent symptoms of increased arousal.

Traumatic events that are experienced directly 1nclude but are
not limited to, military combat, violent personal assault (sexual assault,
physical ; attack, robbery, and mugging), being kidnapped, etc. The
traumatic event can be reexperienced in various ways. Commonly the
person has recurrent and intrusive recollections of the event or recurrent
distressing dreams during which the event is replayed. Individuals with
Posttraumatic Stress Disorder may describe painful guilt feelings about
surviving when others did not survive or about the things they had to
do to survive. Phobic avoidance of situations or activities that resemble
or symbolize the original trauma may interfere with interpersonal
relationships and lead to marital conflict, divorce, or loss of job.”

Many women encountered traumatic stressors at least once
during their tour of duty. It is likely that they experienced such stressors
repeatedly, that is, chronically, while in Vietnam. Thus, like the men who
came home with them, women who served were at risk for, and indeed,
reported symptoms of PTSD.”

Troops returning from Vietnam came home in ones and twos,
never together in large numbers the way they did in World War II. When
they started coming home after 1968 and the Tet Offensive, when the
war was at its lowest point in popularity, they felt like lepers. Unlike
World War II veterans who marched home to ticker-tape parades and
had numerous memorials erected in their honor, the Vietham veterans
returned in the words of historian George Herring, to a nation that
“experienced a self-conscious collective amnesia.”™* For many years
Americans often ignored the sacrifices of millions who served in Vietnam,

denying psychologlcal and phys1ca1 assistance to those desperately in .

need of it These women, t0o, came home alone and often, by their own

choice, unrecognized for the service they willingly gave for their country
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or to the people of Vietnam. The continuing debate about the war raised
conflicting emotions for many Americans. For the women mentioned
in this paper, hardest of all, was that there was not a way for them to
come to grips with, or even acknowledge, what they had been through
because it seemed that no one wanted to hear. Disregard towards these
women whether intentional or not, came from friends and family and the
American public as a whole. Isolated from each other, these women were
reluctant to identify themselves as having served in Vietnam because the
public image was that they were lesbians, whores, or losers looking for
husbands. Many women quickly realized that even friends and family
refused or were unable to understand where they had been and what they
had been doing, so they learned to shut Vietnam out of their lives. These
women tried to go on with their lives, and waited for the war to go away.”
For many of these women, it took time to work through the experiences
of Vietnam and to release the tensions and emotions held in for long
periods.

Dot Weller (AFSC, 1967-71) tried to talk about the things she had
seen, the lessons she had learned and the problems she was having when
she first came home. “But unless one has been through that experience
with you, they simply cannot understand. And this is not their fault. They
have no basis for comparison.””® At the time that the interview between
Keith Walker and Dot Weller took place, Weller had been home from
Vietnam for twelve years. She told Keith Walker in a letter (she could not
go through with a personal interview), “You would think I could have
sorted things out by this time. I certainly expect that of myself, but I guess
the abscess still drains in me.””” Weller went on to say that the atrocities
that she was witness to were so horrible that no one at home would ever
believe her if she tried to relate stories. “What stuck in my memory is that
this type of inhumane behavior is what war does to the minds of men.
All men!.Not just the so-called VC but the Koreans, the American, the

South Vietnamese, the CIA — all men.””® Weller struggled with what was -
happening to her American military friends. She watched them turn to
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drugs or “mindless savagery to try to justify what they were being asked
to do day after day.” She watched them struggling to be courageous in the
“face of a war that they didn’t understand and in the face of widespread
criticism from many nations of the world. Everybody suffered in that
war, everybody.”” Weller realized that if she wanted to have friends or
comfortable relationships with her family, she had to submerge all of her
feelings; to try to forget it all. Weller found that if any of her friends that
she had made after Vietnam were exposed to her feelings, it compromised
the relationship to some degree. “So I have been working very hard at
keeping a lid on ‘Pandora’s Box.’”*

Ann Kelsey returned from Vietnam in 1970. She had gone to
Vietnam thinking that the reason the U.S. was involved there was to stop
the spread of communism and help the Vietnamese have a democratic
government. She had only been there a short time when she began to
realize there was something fundamentally wrong with what was
happening there. “Corruption, cynicism, riots, drug use, none of this fit
with fighting for a noble cause. My disillusionment was complete the
day that we invaded Cambodia in May 1970. I was called to shut down a
library, because the brigade was being trucked to Cambodia. In the midst
of all this, President Nixon began broadcasting on the radio saying that
there was no invasion of Cambodia.”® Kelsey now views the war as a
terrible mistake, “not just of Johnson and Nixon, but of presidents and
their advisors going back to Truman. I think that our national hubris,
the attitude that we knew what was best and we could save the world,
resulted in a tragedy for both Americans and Vietnamese.”%?

Upon coming home, Kelsey knew that in terms of her job there
was not anything that she could not handle. She did not, however, feel
that she fit in with her high school and college friends. Many of them had
gotten married and were having babies and, “here I was coming back

from a war that I didn’t believe in and we were in a different place in .

our lives.” No one wanted to talk to her about the war, “it just wasn’t
something that was done.” Three weeks after she returned home she left
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for New York. In Vietnam, she had met a soldier in Vietnam, and they
were going to be married. When she moved to New York, no one there
knew her and she never told anyone that she served in Vietnam. In the
five years that Kelsey was married, she and her husband said very little
aboutJVietnam to one another.®® For Kelsey, “Vietnam totally changed
my life. It made me independent and absolutely confident that I could
do anything that needed to be done. It made me a loner. It made me
distrust my government and all politicians. It made me not have kids.
It made me stand up for myself and rely on myself and no one else.”®
For Kelsey, she feels that she suffers from PTSD only minimally. She
cannot be around fireworks because it reminds her of incoming fire. She
does not get emotional at things that others do, like death. However, the
sound of a helicopter brings tears to her eyes. When she hears the sound
of helicopter blades, she has a mini flashback; for just a moment she
is back in Vietnam and “that is still emotional even after 40 years.”®
She believes that she does have some stress effects, but “I am not
dysfunctional because of them.”ss Kelsey is very active in the Women’s
Overseas Service League, she also subscribes to several Vietnam War or
related discussion lists on the internet. She was active with the Vietnam
Women’s Memorial Project, writing the section on Special Services for
the Women’s Memorial dedication program. She also works with an ad
hoc group that honors civilian women who died in Vietnam, Circle of
Sisters ... Circle of Friends. Being involved with these groups enabled
Kelsey to talk through many of her issues. “The camaraderie made a big
difference to my emotional well being. ”*” Kelsey experienced her worst
problems with PTSD from the late 1970’s to the mid-1980s. At the time,
she did not realize that she was experiencing symptoms of PTSD. When
she began connecting with other women who had been in Vietnam, in the
early 1990’s, she realized that she had in fact been suffering from PTSD.
Ann "Campbell’ (Special Services club director 1969-1970)
experienced nightmares night after night after she returned home. She
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would wake up in a cold sweat. Her pajamas were wet through; even
the sheets were damp. She would sit up in bed, breathing hard, her heart
pounding. Her nightmares were flashbacks from her Vietnam days, and
they continued for years, but became less frequent and-less dramatic
in nature. Campbell did not speak of her time in Vietnam because she
learned that no one wanted to listen. No one chided her for her service.
In the beginning of 1972, she started working for the Essex County, New
Jersey, Department of Parks, Recreation, and Cultural Affairs, and she
stayed there for twenty-three years, retiring 1 April 1995. She never
married. It was not until the first reunion of the Special Services Women
of Vietnam in Washington, D.C., in November 1993, that Campbell had
any contact with the women who had served during the war.®

Debby Maynard remembered coming home from her first tour
with Special Services “feeling like I didn’t belong. It was a real lonely,
funny feeling because all of my girlfriends were talking about getting
married and stupid stuff that to me just didn’t mean anything.”®
Though a few women came home to supportive environments, most
women, like the men, found themselves isolated by the increasingly
polarized atmosphere of the 1960s. No one wanted to hear about the war,
neither friends nor family.”® “That was my biggest need when 1 came
home,” stated Cathleen Cordova. “I wanted to talk about it. But nobody
would. My own family wouldn’t. I don’t know if it was too painful for
them to hear these things or they just felt it was better for me not to talk
about it.”!

When Cherie Rankin (SRAO 1970 to 1971) came home, people
asked her what it was like over in Vietnam. “How do you answer? How
do you tell someone it was the most wonderful and the most terrible
experience of your life? I mean, you can’t possibly make people
understand whiat it was like, so you don’t talk about it. After I got back a

lot of people, even my good friends, never knew I'd been in Nam. I feltI .

just couldn’t talk about it except with people who had been there.”*
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Because women who had been to Vietnam did not have anyone
to talk to about their experiences or chose not to talk to anyone about
them, they often pushed their memories back into their sub-conscious
and forgot them. They often forgot the names of people, and events, some
forgot everything. Theda Parrish who worked for the Joint United States
Publi¢ Affairs Office said, “It was just like all the things I’d brought back
from Vietnam, I’d put all of them into a box and wrote Vietnam on it and
stuck it in storage. I did the same thing with everything in my head. I just
took it all and stuck it in a box and left it there.”™

When Sandra Collingwood returned from Vietnam, she “could not
talk about Vietnam, there was no way. I went through an irrational hatred
of khaki green, an irrational hatred of anything military.”* Collingwood
had decided to go to graduate school once she returned from Vietnam.
She was immediately exposed to a fellow student who had just come back
from Vietnam, and had been in the military. Collingwood and this student
ended up becoming friends. She was one of the few people that he could
talk to about what had happened. While Collingwood was at graduate
school, she began to be asked to talk to different groups about Vietnam.
She agreed to do so only because she “felt it was so terribly important to
develop an awareness in the American people about the total devastation
of war and how many lives were being ruined.”* Collingwood continued
speaking at colleges after she finished graduate school. She finally came
to the realization that “I was constantly reliving what had happened while
I was in Vietnam each time I gave a lecture. I was not adjusting, giving
myself an opportunity to be here and try to get on with my life. I decided
I needed to stop opening all of those wounds. I needed to just back off...
%8 Tt was not until 1982 that she finally started letting herself begin to
deal with what had happened when she was in Vietnam. Collingwood has
worked through some of the emotional scars, but knows that they will
always be there for her. She realized that shesneeded to accept what had

happened in.Vietnam so that she could move on with her life. For many

years, Collingwood, similar to others who served in Vietnam denied that

93 Theda Parrish, interview with Lenna Hodnett Allredd, 4 November 1993.
94 Walker, 4 Piece of My Heart, 181.
95 Walker, 182.

96 Walker, 183.




‘ 145
she had issues with her experiences in Vietnam and that they directly
affected her relationships with other people. Collingwood realized that
she needed to talk to others that had been through similar experiences
because they could relate. -

Becky Pietz served as an ARC medical social worker in Qui
Nhom in“1971. Five months after she arrived in Vietnam, she could no
longer cope with all the burned bodies that she was seeing and resigned
her position. When she got home, she wanted to talk to her mother, but
her mother did not want to hear it. After that, Pietz totally withdrew;
she was embarrassed to say she had even been there. Pietz married a
Vietnam veteran and did not even talk to him about the war. “I think he
and I got married because we were in the same place emotionally. We
were both just really not able to cope.”” Pietz’s marriage broke up in
1975. Her husband turned out to be a very violent person and she left him
because of that. After her marriage broke up, she had many problems

with Vietnam. In April 1975, Pietz watched Saigon fall to the NVN -

on television. This event put Pietz in the hospital for what she called
a “quote- unquote — rest. I remember lying in the hospital listening to
the news ‘and cringing, knowing Vietnam was part of the problem yet
being unable to tell anybody.”® After about ten years, Pietz decided that
she needed to get'a grip on her life. She realized that Vietnam had more
control over her than she did of it. “When I think about it [Vietnam] too
hard I get kind of desolate: no direction, no purpose, and no reason to
get up in the morning. That’s how I get when I'm really wrapped up in
thinking about it. I feel very desolate. I feel a big, black hole and I don’t
know what’s inside it and I don’t even know how to tell anybody why. All
I know is I want it to go away, only I don’t know how.”*

Penni Evans (ARC, SRAQ, 1970-1971) did not realize the impact
that Vietnam had on her or her perceptions. She said, “I turned off emotions,
resented the hell out of authority and normalcy, and felt I couldn’t fit into
society. I’ve had more than six jobs since I returned with the longest
lasting barely two years, and long periods of unemployment.”® She had

97 Marshall, I the Combat Zone, 106.
98 Marshall, 106.
99 Marshall, 106-107.

100 Walker, 4 Piece of My Heart, 281
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severe depression, recurring nightmares, start-reactions, and was fearful
of things that represented Vietnam. There were two periods in her life
where she seriously thought about suicide. “I went through three separate
therapy sessions lasting three to five months each and never really
understood the issues or pain. Vietnam wasn’t discussed much—it was
unimportant, so I thought-and I thought I was crazy having Vietnam still

with me years after.”!”! It was not until the SRAO reunion in September of .

1983 that she realized she was not alone, or crazy and that the nightmares
were not hers alone.

Help was not readily available for the women. Even military
women were often overlooked. They were not considered combatants
and therefore, not expected to have experienced the kind of trauma
that would lead to a stress reaction. “Whether you got hurt or shot at or
anything,” commented Cathleen Cordova, “war is traumatic because you
see the effects of it all around you. It’s got to do something to you.!®

In contrast to the men who were able to receive help from Vietnam

- Veteran Centers organized during the early 1970s, there was no organized

‘nightmares, war flashbacks, thoughts of suicide. Nearly half felt some

effort to help any of the women adjust.’® No one seemed to realize that
they might need help. No one prepared them psychologically for what
they would experience before they left, and it appeared to them that no
one cared when they came home. In 1982, the first study of women’s
experiences in Vietnam and their aftereffects showed what several other
studies and individual accounts later confirmed that this was a group of
people seriously, often permanently, affected by their Vietnam service.
Significant percentages had suffered anxiety and depression, insomnia,

emotional numbness; over half an inability to trust or become close to
others. Sixty-five percent said they felt alienated from the government,
and fifty-seven percent felt they had been used by it. Included in
those “symptoms™ reported as still present in their lives by over half

the responding women were: alienation; hypersensitivity to issues of
fairness, justice, and legitimacy; cynicism and mistrust of government;

101 Walker, 282. _
102 Cathleen Cordova interview with Lenna Hodnett Allredd, 21 June 1993.

103 Patience Mason, Recovering from the War: A woman’s Guide to Helping Your Vietnam Vet, Your
Family, and Yourself, New York: Viking, 1990), 257.
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and ideological changes and confusion in value systems.!% ‘

The dedication of the Vietnam Memorial on November 11, 1982,
helped begin to heal the wounds of a nation that had been so bitterly
divided over the war. Women began to find support from others who had
served and began to break down the walls that they had put up around
them. Some organized reunions. Commenting on the first Red Cross
reunion she attended, Penni Evans said, “that week changed my life, 1
hear these women talking my thoughts, my feelings. It was like, I’m not
alone and I’m not crazy.”!%

November 11, 1993: the dedication of the Vietham Women’s
Memorial marked the culmination of a ten year effort to erect a monument
in Washington D.C. to honor women who served in the Vietnam War.
Amid tears of joy, the Vietnam Women’s Memorial was presented to
the nation.'® As the first national memorial to female veterans, it will
forever remind the American people that women have also served. The
acknowledgment of women’s services in war is long overdue. Women
have served in every major conflict in which Americans have fought,
but until recently, have seldom been recognized in historical accounts of
those events or in the national monuments erected in Washington D.C.

Over the years, many of the women volunteers who served have
come to terms with their experiences. The dedication of the Vietnam
Veterans Memorial in 1982 and the Vietnam Women’s Memorial in
1993, helped those who had pushed their experiences deep down within
themselves to begin to open up and share with others who had served
as well. Once these women began to speak out and tell their stories,
they discovered that the American public generally was ignorant of
their service in Vietnam. Most did not know that American women had
been there. The least recognized female “veterans” of Vietnam, the truly
invisible women, were those who served as civilians during the war.
When writing on Vietnam, j ournalists have focused on the military and
have seldom recognized the experiences of civilians. In a Memorial Day
article in 1993, Nancymay Healy, who served with the Army Special

104 Jenny Ann Schnaier, “Women Vietnam Veterans and Mental Health Adjustment; A Study of
Their Experiences and Post-Traumatic Stress,” Master’s thesis, University of Maryland, 1982.

105 ' Penni Evans interview with Lenna Hodnett Allredd, 7 June 1993.

106 - “Celebration March,” in commemorative program, Celebration of Patriotism and Courage,
Dedication of the Vietnam Women s Memorial, November 10-12, 1993, 9.
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Services, highlighted the media’s narrow focus. In May of 1993, a
reporter contacted her, wanting to do a Memorial Day feature on women
veterans. When the reporter realized that Healy had served as a civilian
in Vietnam and not in the military, she abruptly ended the interview. She
wanted “real” veterans. Healy had spent her year in Vietnam working
with sérvicemen and women, had shared the same dangers and hardships,
but because she was a civilian, a veteran of the conflict, but not of the
military, her experience was discounted.!%’

Some of the civilian women who served experienced far more
than most military women. No military woman in Vietnam became a
prisoner of war. At least seven American civilian women, five of whom
are still listed as POW/MIA, experienced capture. The media have not
recognized the deaths of the fifty-seven civilian women who died in
Vietnam, but focused instead on the eight military women who died.!%
While this is not to discount the service of the military women who served
it is to make aware that there were other women who served in Vietnam.

In 1992, as preparation for the dedication of the Vietnam Women’s
Memorial began, Jolynne Strang, a former Red Cross SRAO woman,
became concerned that nothing was being done to recognize the civilian
women who died. Her research identified at least fifty-five civilian women
who lost their lives in Vietnam. She felt that these women had given their
lives in service to their country just as had the eight military nurses whose
names appear on the Wall. She invited Cathleen Cordova, who served in
the Army Special Services during the war, to help find a way to honor
those women. They established “A Circle of Sisters, A Circle of Friends,”

an organization of civilian women who served in Vietnam. On November ‘

10, 1993, the night before the dedication of the women’s memorial, a
candlelight ceremony was held at the Wall honoring these fifty-five
civilian women known to have died in Vietnam. Since the ceremony in
1992, four more civilian women known to have died in Vietnam have
come to light. '

The two groups of women discussed in this paper by no means

107 Nahcymay S. Healy, “Another Kind of Veteran, But Veteran Nonetheless,” reprinted from Bur-
lington County Times, Edgewater, NJ, Sunday, May 30, 1993, in Celebration of Patriotism and Courage,
Dedication of the Vietnam Women's Memorial, November 10-12, 1993, 73.

108 “Circle of Sisters ... Circle of Friends,” Internet, available from http://www.palletmasterswork-
shop.com/circle.html




149

encompass all American women who worked in civilian capacities in
Vietnam. Other women, equally heroic and dedicated, worked for
numerous governmental organizations. Many women worked for the U.S.
Embassy, Defense Attaché Office, CIA, USAID, and other-agencies. One
member of the CIA, Barbara Robbins was killed in the 1965 bombing of
the American Embassy.!® There were thousands of women who helped
transport soldiers into and out of the war as flight attendants. There was
also an impressive group of women journalists who wrote investigative
pieces on the war, sometimes risking their own lives to get stories right.
Dickey Chapelle (1919-1965) was one of the woman photo journalists
who died in Vietnam. Chapelle was an outspoken anti-communist who
had covered WWII and Korea as well as Vietnam. Chapelle’s stories
in the early 1960s applauded the American military advisors who were

already fighting and dying in Vietnam. In the last years of her life, many

of her photographs and stories were deemed too sensitive for publication

as her passion for stories began to cloud her objectivity. In 1965,

Chapelle convinced her editors to send her back to Vietnam. Chapelle

became the first female reporter to win approval from the Pentagon to
jump with American troops in Vietnam. On the morning of November 4,
1965, Chapelle was killed by a land mine while on patrol with a platoon,

becoming the first war correspondent killed in Vietnam and the first

female reporter to die in combat.!'®

The greatest loss in terms of numbers of American civilian women

came on April 4, 1975, when a C-5A transport plane carrying Vietnamese

orphans and employees from the Defense Attaché Office and other U.S.

government and nongovernmental humanitarian agencies crashed in a

rice paddy after a cargo door malfunctioned. This last attempt to evacuate
women and children from the country, Operation Babylift, resulted in the

deaths of thirty-eight civilian women.!!!
The American Embassy had requested a11 non-essential Americans
to leave the country and Laurie Stark had been contacted by Catholic

109 “Circle of Sisters ... Circle of Friends,” Internet, available from http://www.palletmasterswork-
shop.com/circle.html

110 “Dickey Chapelle,” Wisconsin Historical Soczety Internet, available through http://www.wis-
consinhistory.org/topics/chapelle/

111 “Circle of Sisters...Circle of Friends.”
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Charities to help escort a group of orphans to the states.!'? Dr. Meritt
Stark was also required to escort a group of orphans as well to the states
on a C-5A transport plane. Dr. Stark “prevailed on Laurie to cancel her
plans with the Catholic Charities and accompany me as an escort on the
C-5A.” Laurie did so and she and her father quickly said their goodbyes
to friends. The transport of orphans to the U.S. and other countries was
part of Operation Babylift.!* About 150 infants were secured in the troop
compartment of the plane, the remainder of the orphans, many of whom
were older, stayed below in the cargo hold. Dr. Stark stayed in the troop
compartment since most of the medical problems were likely to occur
with the smaller children. Laurie remained in the cargo hold where her
knowledge of Vietnamese would enable her to communicate with the
older children.!**

“About eighteen minutes after take-off, the rear cargo door blew
out and disabled some of the stabilizing parts of the plane making it very
difficult for the pilot to keep the plane under control.” The pilot was able
to turn the plane around and head back to the airport. They came within
two miles of the airport before the plane crashed. The cargo hatch, with
almost no survivors, cushioned the fall for those in the troop compartment.
Laurie was one of those who perished in the crash.!” Dr. Stark went onto
write that “whether or not her coming to Vietnam changed her feelings
about the conflict remains in doubt. She had planned to continue the Peter
Pan School and left the country only when the U.S. civilians were ordered
to leave. She in no way supported the war effort, but was sympathetic
with the desire of the South Vietnamese to choose their own form of
government.”!*¢ Laurie was one of those “unofficial diplomats” that was
successful in winning the hearts and minds of the Vietnamese people.

Civilian women who went to Vietnam served their country
valiantly. While the two groups of women volunteers seem different,
they are not so mtuich if examined closely. Women in both groups went to
help and assist others. Some went to help the Vietnamese, others to help
112 Meritt W. Stark, 41.

113 Operation Babylift was an amazing event in which over 2,000 infants and children were airlifted
from Vietnam and adopted by families from around the world.
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the Americans. All of them went as volunteers, which was one of the
things remarkable about them. They willingly went to Vietnam at a time
when many men were doing anything to avoid going to Vietnam. Civilian
women in Vietnam saved thousands of lives, taught vital medical skills,
taught Vietnamese children English and other subjects, provided support
to GIs, iricreased morale among the troops, and performed an array of
other duties as well. They tried both physically and psychologically, to
repair the wounds the war created. However, all too often women’s war
experiences were never heard. When one does become aware of their
stories, the question is: why do they remain unheard? Perhaps women’s
Vietnam stories remain unheard and untold for so long because what
women have to say has never been considered a legitimate part of war’s
history.' _

While the war was all around them, civilian women were ill-
prepared for being in a war zone. The agencies that sent them to Vietnam
provided little to no training on how to survive in a combat zone. Because
they were women and noncombatants, it was assumed they would be
safe. But no one is safe in a war zone, much less a war zone like Vietnam
with no front lines. Ann Kelsey summed it up best, “We didn’t ‘serve’ in
combat, but we were in combat.”!!8

Both NGO and governmental groups were witnesses to the pain
and devastation that war created. They both became closely connected
with the suffering, death, and utter chaos the war produced in their lives
and the lives of those around them. They have suffered from the same
stress and nightmares from the war. They have had to hide the intense
emotions because as one civilian nurse in Vietnam said, “tears in Vietnam
were useless.”?

These civilian women were not entitled to veterans benefits. If
they were injured in Vietnam, they could go to military hospitals and
be treated for their injuries. However, once they came home, they did
not have acecess to health care from the military, even from the injuries
they received in Vietnam. Those civilian women who suffer from PTSD

117 Carol Lynn Mithers, “Women Warriors in Vietnam”, 81.
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cannot be treated by the Veterans Administration. Also, many insurance
companies have dropped them once they found out their illnesses were
war-related. A

These women performed necessary and vital functions in a
nontraditional atmosphere. The work women did in Vietnam was not
far frobm what women do every day. They cared for others by being
nurses, teachers or Donut Dollies. However, they performed these jobs
in a foreign country immersed in a violent war. They performed these
jobs under extremely stressful circumstances, and did so valiantly and
tirelessly. For most of these women, they feel they made an impact
on those they served and while it was one of the hardest times in their
lives, it was also one of the most rewarding. More needs to be written
on these women and the significant sacrifices they made in order to help
the Vietnamese and the U.S. military. These women are truly remarkable
in what they were able to accomplish in Vietnam, and they should be
recognized more fully because of it.
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Biographical Notes

Desi decided to go back to college after having her second girl. She
graduated with a BA in History in April 2010. She had. another child
in the midst of her studies in 2009, making three total. She has been
married 10 years and lives in Lehi. Her hobbies include spending
time with her children, sports, shopping with her sisters, watching the
history channel with her husband, and reading, reading, reading. She
is currently studying to take the GRE so she can apply for graduate
school at the University of Utah. She hopes to teach college and would
like her emphasis to be on the 60s era with Vietnam in particular. Her
inspiration and motivation for her article was in Bill Cobb’s Vietnam
class. The class read A Piece of My Heart by Keith Walker about women
who served in the Vietnam war. This was an amazing book for her, she,
loved every individual story. She feels that we often forget that women
too have a role when it comes to war and this book helped her to really
see that. Her original topic for her thesis was going to be post traumatic
stress in women who served in Vietnam. Professor Bill Cobb put her
in touch with a woman who served in Vietnam as a civilian and as Desi
talked with her she thought that women who were civilians serving in
Vietnam would be a better topic because their stories have not been very
well documented. There are books on nurses who served in the Vietnam
war, but not any on civilian women alone.

In graduate school, she hopes to expand this paper and interview more
civilian women personally. She is also working with Bill Cobb on some
other projects that have to do specifically with Laurie Stark, another
woman that she included in her paper. She is hoping to expand more on
Laurie Stark’s experience and possibly write a paper solely on her life

and experiences in Vietnam.
\/‘\ \"
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THE LILLY LEDBETTER FAIR PAY ACT:
A CONGRESSIONAL MISTAKE
MICHAEL BALSER

Introducti_on

. There have been few things in America that have been as fiercely .

debated as the issues surrounding citizen’s rights. The history of the nation
shows the continual attempts made by Congress to both protect and limit
the rights of Americans. The protection and limitation of rights evolves as
the country has adopted Constitutional Amendments and Congress passes
legislation. At times Congress uses their legislative power unwisely,
especially when trying to push a certain agenda, and passes legislation
aimed at protecting the rights of certain groups or individuals only to
limit the rights of others. Congress will occasionally pass a law that has
good intentions but do not fully consider the possible consequences and
problems of the legislation. The Lilly Ledbetter Fair Pay Act of 2009 is
filled with the good intention of creating pay equity in workplaces across
America, but this legislation carries serious and potential problems.
The Lilly Ledbetter Fair Pay Act is a congressional mistake because it
attempts to protect the rights of employees by overturning a Supreme
Court decision and changing the statute of limitations regarding Equal
Employment Opportunity Commission claims, at the expense of the
rights of employers.

Pay Equity :

While the issue of gender pay equity has been a point of constant
discussion and debate for decades, it originates from the idea that as a
whole, women are paid less than men. Jody Feder and Linda Levine
claim that according to a study performed in 2007, women are paid 70-80
cents for every dollar earned by men. As this trend has narrowed by less
than 20 percentage-points in the last 40 years, many have argued that anti-
discrimination laws should be strengthened and more measures should be
enacted. However, others believe that intervention by the government is
not necessary because the gender wage gap will close itself as women’s
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qualifications continually resemble those of men.!

The question surrounding pay equity has attracted more attention
in recent years as women have moved and become a prevalent group in
the workforce. Congress has involved itself in creating and maintaining
pay equity. In the last 50 years, Congress has introduced and passed
different measures, including legislation that would offer added remedies
to help equalize pay in workplaces across America. In 1963 Congress
passed the Equal Pay Act. This act amended the Fair Labor Standards
Act of 1938 and made it unlawful for companies to pay workers a lower
wage based solely on their gender. The Equal Pay Act states that:

No employer having employees subject to any provisions of
this section shall discriminate...employees on the basis of sex
by paying wages...at a rate less than the rate at which he pays
wages to employees of the opposite sex in such establishment
for equal work on jobs the performance of which requires equal
skill, effort, and responsibility, and which are performed under
similar working conditions.?
The cry of the Equal Pay Act is that of equal pay for equal work. In
the text of the Equal Pay Act, Congress clearly and concisely sets forth
exactly what it was trying to remedy. Congress passed this act to protect
the rights of American workers from gender wage discrimination.

The following year Congress passed the Civil Rights Act of 1964.
Title VII of this act included a comprehensive code of anti-discriminatory
rules based on origin, race, color, religion, and gender.?> Both the Equal
Pay Act and Title VII overlap to cover nearly all claims of gender wage
discrimination. However, there are key differences between important
substantive, procedural, and remedial aspects of both the Equal Pay Act
and Civil Rights Act. One major difference is that the “equal work”
standard of the Equal Pay Act doesn’t limit an employer’s liability for
intentional wage discrimination under Title VII of the Civil Rights Act.
Violations of the Equal Pay Act generally violate Title VII; however, the

1 Jody Feder and Linda Levine, Pay Equity Legislation, (Wash-
ington, D.C.: Congressional Research Service, 2009), 1.

2 Equal Pay Act, Public Law 88-38 , 77 U.S. Statutes at Large 56
(1963), §201. '

3 42 U.S. Code, § 2000e-2(a), (2000).
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violation of Title VII does not violate the Equal Pay Act.*

The Case of Lilly Ledbetter

In the last decade, the issue of pay equity and gender wage
discrimination has become even more publicized; especially in regards
to the’case of Lilly Ledbetter. Lilly Ledbetter worked as a production
supervisor for the Goodyear Tire & Rubber Company in Alabama from
1979 to 1998. During the early years of her employment with Goodyear,
Ledbetter initially received a salary that was comparable to the salaries
paid to her male coworkers. However, over time a pay discrepancy
developed. By 1997 the discrimination between Ledbetter and her male
colleagues had widenefl.% It was reported that Ledbetter, a nearly 20 year
veteran, was being paid $3,727 per month while the lowest paid male
worker was paid $4,286 per month and the highest paid male worker was
paid $5,236 per month.’ '

During most of the time that Ledbetter worked at Goodyear
salaried employees were either awarded or denied pay increases based
on performance evaluations. Ledbetter believed that her pay was
discriminatingly low due to many decisions that reflected Goodyear’s
persistent discrimination against female managers and herselfin particular.
As a result of the poor evaluations, her pay had not increased as much as
it should have if she were given a fair and unbiased evaluation. Goodyear
believed that her evaluations were unbiased, nondiscriminatory, and
raises were not granted due to poor work preceding the evaluations.®

On 25 March 1998, Lilly Ledbetter filed a pay discrimination

claim with the Equal Employment Opportunity Commission (EEOC). On

24 November the following year she filed suit against Goodyear. In the
complaint, Ledbetter alleged that Goodyear Tire & Rubber had violated
both the Equal Pay Act by not paying equally for the work she performed

relative to her male coworkers, as well as Title VII of the Civil Rights Act

4 Feder and Levine, 5

5 Jody Feder, Pay Discrimination Claims Under Title VII of the
Civil Rights Act: A Legal Analysis of the Supreme Court’s Decision in
Ledbetter vs. Goodyear Tire & Rubber Company, (Washington, D.C.:
Congressional Research Service, 2009), 1.

6 Ibid. ‘
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by using gender to set her wage and evaluating her performance.’

Goodyear’s answer addressed both the Equal Pay claim and Title
VII violation. Goodyear stated that the pay difference, in regards to the
Equal Pay claim, between Ledbetter and her male coworkers was due
to factors other than her gender.® Goodyear argued against the Title VII
violation®claiming that the suit was time barred® because Ledbetter had
not filed the EEOC claim “within one hundred and eighty days after the
alleged unlawful employment practice occurred.”®

In district court, Ledbetter pursued only the Title VII claim and
presented evidence of Goodyear’s gender discrimination. A jury of her
peers found that Goodyear had willingly and knowingly discriminated
against Ledbetter because of her gender and awarded her $3.8 million in
back pay and damages.!! However, this amount was reduced to $360,000;
$60,000 for back pay and Title VII’s cap of $300,000 in punitive and
compensatory damages.'

Goodyear appealed the district court’s ruling to the Eleventh

Circuit Court of Appeals. Goodyear maintained their original position
regarding Ledbetter’s Title VII claim reasoning that her pay discrimination
claim was time barred. They argued that no discriminatory act regarding
her pay occurred in the limitations period by showing the annual pay
decision for Ledbetter was made before 26 September 1997; more than
180 days prior to Ledbetter filing the EEOC claim in March 1998.1

The Eleventh Circuit reversed the decision of the lower court on
the basis that “a Title VII pay discrimination claim cannot be based on
allegedly discriminatory events that occurred before the last pay decision

7 Complaint, Ledbetter v. Goodyear Tire & Rubber Co., (N.D.
Ala. November 24, 1999), q5-28.

8 Answer, Ledbetter v. Goodyear Tire & Rubber Co., (N.D. Ala.
February 28, 2000), 910.

9 Ibid, 92-5.9.

10 42 U.S. Code, §2000e-5(e)(1), (2000).

11 Ledbetter vs. Goodyear Tire & Rubber Co., No. 99-C-3137- E
U.S. Dist., (N.D. Ala. September 24, (2003), 2.

12 42 U.S. Code, §2000e-5(g)(1), (2000).

13 Ledbetter v. Goodyear Tire & Rubber Co., 421 F.3d 1169, (11th
Cir. 2005), 1177-78.
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that affected the employee’s pay during the EEOC charging period.”
The Eleventh Circuit concluded that there was insufficient evidence to
prove Goodyear acted with any discriminatory intent during the pay
increase decisions of 1997 and 1998."* The Eleventh Circuit’s ruling
was proper interpretation and application of the law regarding the statute
of limitations for EEOC claims. Ledbetter petitioned the United States
Supreme Court for a writ of certiorari which the Court granted in order
to resolve the discrepancy between the lower courts regarding the proper
application of the statute of limitations for filing Title VII claims.'

- The question before the Court was “whether and under what
circumstances a plaintiff may bring an action under Title VII of the Civil
Rights Act of 1964 alleging illegal pay discrimination when the disparate
pay is received during the statutory limitations period, but is the result

of intentionally discriminatory pay decisions that occurred outside the -

limitations period.”"” In addressing this question, the Court worked to
identify the specific discriminatory employment practices performed by
Goodyear. 18

Ledbetter argued that that there were two different employment
practices that could show that discriminatory actions did take place
within the 180 days pervious to her filing an EEOC claim. Ledbetter’s
primary focus was on each individual paycheck that was issued by
Goodyear during the EEOC charging time. Calling on precedent,
Ledbetter argued that each paycheck she received should be viewed
as a separate and distinct act of discrimination which would trigger a
new charging period.*® An Amicus brief filed on behalf of Ledbetter

supported her argument and claimed that the Eleventh Circuit incorrectly

applied Morgan by rejecting the idea of a continuing violation theory and

14 Ledbetter v. Goodyear Tire & Rubber Co., 550 U.S. 618 (2007)
622-23.

15 Ledbetter, 2005, 1186-87

16 Ledbetter, 2007, 623.

17 Ibid, 623.

18 Ibid, 624.

19 National Passenger Railroad Corp v. Morgan, 536 U.S. 101,
(2002), 114. \

20 Ledbetter, 2007, 624.
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disregarding that each discriminatory paycheck is actionable.?!
~ In_answer to Ledbetter’s arguments, the Court used four cases,
including Ledbetter’s own precedent case of Morgan, to show that each
paycheck issued is not an individual act of discrimination but that “the
critical question [is] whether any present violation exist[ed].”* The Court
concluded that the continuing effects of discrimination from outside the
charging period did not create a new violation.® In the opinion of the
Court, Justice Alito stated:
The Equal Employment Opportunity Commission charging
period is triggered when a discrete unlawful practice takes
place. A new violation does not occur, and a new charging
period does not commence, upon the occurrence of subsequent
nondiscriminatory acts that entail adverse effects resulting from
the past discrimination. But of course, if an employer engages
in a series of acts each of which is intentionally discriminatory,
then a fresh violation takes place when each act is committed.*
Ledbetter’s second focus was that her pay raise denial in 1998
was “unlawful because it carried forward intentionally discriminatory
disparities from prior years” and that her paychecks would have been
larger if she had not been discriminated against.*® In answering this
claim, the Court stated that the EEOC charging period began on the date
when the actual act of discrimination happened (ending 180 days later)
and not when the effects of the acts were felt.”®
On 29 May 2007, the Supreme Court upheld the Eleventh Circuit
Court ruling in a 5-4 decision. They reasoned that while Ledbetter may
have been discriminated against at some point, Goodyear performed no
discriminatory act during the 180 day EEOC charging period and that
she should have filed her EEOC charge within 180 days of the alleged

21 Brief of Amicus Curiae, No. 05-1074, (2006), 8-9.

22 United Air Lines, Inc. v. Evans, 431 U. S. 553 (1977), 558.

23 Ledbetter, 2007, 625.

24 Tbid, 628.

25 Ibid, 624.

26 Lorance v. AT&T Technologies, Inc., 490 U. S. 900 (1989),
907-908.
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discriminatory pay decision.”” Justice Ginsburg wrote the dissenting
opinion in which she argued that pay discrimination generally occurs
in small increments and is much harder to track.?® She also argued that
“paychecks perpetuating past discrimination...are actionable not simply
because they are ‘related’ to a decision made outside the charge-filing
period, but because they discriminate anew each time they issue.” Inher
final statement, Ginsburg told Congress that the ball is in their court and
“the Legislature may act to correct [the Supreme Court’s] parsimonious
reading of Title VIL.”3°

The Court’s decision showed their concern and desire to protect
the rights of both employees and employers. Had. Ledbetter’s claim
been allowed to proceed it would have undermined Title VII procedure
and deadlines. These procedures and deadlines were in place to protect

employers from defending themselves against long past discrimination -

claims.®! Feder states that “according to the Court, Title VII’s short filing
deadline reflects Congress’ strong preference for the prompt resolution
of employment discrimination allegations through voluntary conciliation
and cooperation.”” The concept of an employee having only a limited
number of days to file an EEOC charge is well founded and allows for
discrimination and other issues to be handled quickly. These rules and
statutes are in place to protect the rights of both employees and employers.

Congressional Involvement ‘

The suit filed by Ledbetter did not receive much attention
previous to the Supreme Court’s ruling in 2007. The decision infuriated
many legal and women’s rights groups across the nation. Those groups
immediately called on Congress to correct the Court by passing new laws
and regulations that would overturn the 2007 decision. In The Second
Treatise of Civil Government, John Locke states that “the end of law is

not to abolish or restrain, but to preserve and enlarge freedom: for in

27 Ledbetter, 2007, 628.
28 Ibid, 645.

29 Ibid, 647.

30 Ibid, 661.

31 Ibid, 680.

32 Feder, 3.
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all the states of created beings capable of laws, where there is no law,
there is no freedom: for liberty is, to be free from restraint and violence
from others; which cannot be, where there is no law [emphasis added].”*
Locke recognizes that without law there can be no freedom and argues
that the purpose of law is to preserve and enlarge freedom. In the case
of Lilly Eedbetter, Congressional involvement would contradict Locke’s
idea of law. A new law creating pay equity would be narrow in scope,
would limit the rights of employers in order to expand the rights of
employees, and would not preserve and enlarge freedom. A new law has
to potential to cause many unforeseen problems.

The Democrats in Congress used the Court’s ruling as a rallying
cry for the cause of pay equity.* They reacted quickly, taking Justice
Ginsburg’s invitation from the dissenting opinion, to amend the law.
Plans were made to introduce legislation to accomplish this end. House
Majority Leader Steny Hoyer and California Congressman George
Miller, Chairman of the House Education and Labor Committee, touted
that new legislation would be passed to make sure that what happened
to Lilly Ledbetter would not happen to anybody else.*® Representative
Miller stated the following in regards to the new pay legislation:

A key provision of the legislation will make it clear that

discrimination occurs not just when the decision to discriminate

is made, but also when someone becomes subject to that
discriminatory decision, and when they are affected by that

discriminatory decision, including each time they are issued a

discriminatory paycheck.

In their attempt to overturn the Supreme Court decision, House Democrats
would write in provisions allowing each paycheck to begin a new EEOC
charging period while lengthening the limitations period.

The 110th Congress introduced H.R. 2831, the Lilly Ledbetter

33 John Locke, The Second Treatise on Civil Government, (1690),
57.
34 Robert Barnes, “Exhibit A in Painting Court as Too Far Right,”

Washington Post, 5 September 2007, A19.
35 Jesse J. Holland, “House Dems Target Court’s Pay Ruling,”

Time Magazine, 12 June 2007, 12.
36 Ibid. '
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Fair Pay Act of 2007. The purpose, as stated in the bill, was “to
‘clarify that a discriminatory compensation decision or other practice...
occurs each time compensation is paid pursuant to the discriminatory
compensation decision or other practice, and for other purposes.”’ This

piece of legislation would essentially overturn the Supreme Court’s ruling

in the Ledbetter case and amend Title VII (along with other statues) to
allow each paycheck, after a discriminatory decision was made, to be
considered itself discriminatory. The House passed H.R. 2381 and sent
the resolution to the Senate for debate and passage.

Over the coming months as the Senate debated the bill,
Democrats used Lilly Ledbetter to build support for both the proposed
legislation before the Senate and for Democratic presidential candidate
Barack Obama. As the 2008 elections approached, Senate Republicans

became more outspoken in opposition to the new pay equity legislation. -

Senator Charles Schumer stated that “politically, it’s the dumbest thing
[Republicans] could ever do. Women are a majority of the vote... and
- issues like this will matter in this election.””*® However, S.1843, The Fair
Pay Restoration Act, failed to achieve cloture before the 110th Congress
adjourned and the bill was defeated.®

In January 2009 the 111th Congress convened with Democrats
having control of the Senate, House of Representatives, and Presidency.
The House of Representatives introduced H.R. 11 on 6 January 2009 for
the purpose of amending Title VII to increase the statute of limitations for
filing an EEOC charge. The resolution was passed in the House and sent
to the Senate.

The resolution came to the Senate but did not pass because the
House version of the legislation incorporated the text of the controversial
Paycheck Fairness Act.*’ Instead, the Senate debated and passed S.181,
The Lilly Ledbetter Fair Pay Act of 2009, on 22 January 2009 by a vote

37 Congress, House, Lilly Ledbetter Fair Pay Act of 2007, 110%
Cong., 1st sess., H.R. 2381, Congressional Record, daily ed. (18 July
2007). : ' '

38 Lori Montgomery, “Senate Republicans Block Pay Disparity

Measure,” The Washington Post, 24 April 2008, A04.
39 Feder, 5.

40 Thid.
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of 61-36. The Senate version, including changes and amendments, was
sent back to the House for a final vote. Five days later, the House of
Representatives passed the bill by a vote of 250-177. On 29 January
2009 the Lilly Ledbetter Fair Pay Act became Public Law 111-2 when
President Barack Obama signed the bill into law.*!
Congressional Mistake |
The Fair Pay Act is a congressional mistake because it overturns a
Supreme Court decision. When Ledbetter’s case was argued and decided,
the Court ruled wisely taking into consideration many complex aspects.
They appropriately applied precedent and judiciously interpreted both
the Equal Pay and Civil Rights Acts. Their decision upheld the current
law while protecting both the rights of employees as well as the rights
of employers. Congress, in their disagreement with the Court, wrote the
Ledbetter Act with a retroactive effective date; this, in essence, overturned
the Court’s ruling in the case of Ledbetter vs. Goodyear. Section six of
the bill states: \
This Act, and the amendments made by this Act, take effect
as if enacted on May 28, 2007 and apply to all claims of
discrimination in compensation under Title VII of the Civil
Rights Act of 1964, the Age Discrimination in Employment Act
0f 1967, title I and section 503 of the Americans with Disabilities
~Act 0of 1990, and sections 501 and 504 of the Rehabilitation Act
of 1973, that are pending on or after that date.*
The effective date of 28 May 2007 is one day previous to the day on
which the Supreme Court made their ruling on Ledbetter vs. Goodyear -
and applies to all claims pending on or after that date. The retroactive
date does pose an interesting question for the case of Lilly Ledbetter.
Although nothing has happened yet, the retroactive date may leave the
potential for action to still be taken by Ledbetter because of the Act’s
wording in section Six.
Many criticized Congress for passing an ex post facto law because
the effective date was nearly two years previous to the law being passed.

41 Ibid.
42 Lilly Ledbetter Fair Pay Act, Public Law 111-2, 123 U.S. Stat-
utes at Large 5 (2009), 6.
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The Constitution prohibits Congress from passing an ex post facto law.*
However, the Supreme Court, in an earlier decision, ruled that the ex post
facto provision in the Constitution only applies to criminal matters and not
civil cases.* Thus, the retroactive date of the Fair Pay Act, being a civil
matter, is perfectly within the bounds of the law. However, Congress’
action’ in overturning the Supreme Court’s decision is unwarranted,
merely pushes a political agenda, and is a mistake that may potentially
cause many problems.

The Ledbetter Act is also a mistake because in amending Title VII
of the Civil Rights Act the statute of limitations of the EEOC charging
period changed from 180 days to 730 days and defines that each paycheck
after any discriminatory action is considered discriminatory and begins
a new EEOC charging period.* By drastically increasing the statute of
limitations, Congress has opened the door for many more lawsuits to be
filed against employers. Stuart Taylor states, “These measures [in the
Ledbetter bill] seem likely to make it harder than ever for employers
to defend themselves against bogus discrimination claims, effectively
adding to the cost of each new hire.”*® Dave Smith, President of the

-Employers’ Association said, “I can see it potentially creating a lot of
class action lawsuits. It’s good to have fair workplaces but you’ve got
to give employers an opportunity to correct the workplace as it exists

— not how it may have existed 10 or 15 years ago. If you apply today’s

standards to the standards of something 10 to 15 years ago, yes, there will
probably be problems.”’

The possibility of employees having standing to sue years later
carries potential problems. With the new Fair Pay Act, employees are
now free to wait years before filing charges and bringing suit against
employers. The change of the statute of limitations coupled with the

43 U.S. Constitution, Article 1, Section 9.

44 See Calder v. Bull, 3 U S. 386 (1798).

45 Fair Pay Act, 3.

46 Stuart Taylor, “Does The Ledbetter Law Benefit Workers, Or
Lawyers?,” National Journal, 31 January 2009, 1.

47 Anne Bond Emrich, “Fair Pay Act Potentially Dangerous to
Employers,” Grand Rapids Business Journal 27, no. 6, (9 February
2009), 8.
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clarification that each paycheck is now a discriminatory act poses major
problems for employers. Don Lawless, a labor and employment attorney,
believes that since each paycheck starts a new 730 day EEOC charging
period the statute of limitations for pay discrimination will ultimately
disappear.”® Peter Kok, member of Miller Johnson, makes a valid
argument for the necessity of a limitations period. He states, “In every
area of the law there are statutes of limitations: At some point, bygones
are bygones. You bring a claim in a timely manner so witnesses are still
around, documents are still there and a person can defend himself.”*

One foreseeable problem is that the longer the employee waits
to file an EEOC claim, the harder it will be for employers to contest that
discrimination claim. Employees will be able to give one sided accounts
of discrimination and may even bring false charges against employers.
Key witnesses could have retired or died, and performance or evaluation
records may have been discarded.* ;

Another problem with the extended limitations period is the
potential change in ownership of a company and the effects of wage
discrimination. When a company is sold or comes under new management,
employees, under the Fair Pay Act, can bring suit against a group who
may have no idea of possible discrimination and who have had nothing to
do with pay decisions. California Congressman Buck McKeon dislikes
the idea of employees, especially those who are retiring, being able to
seek damages against companies whose management had nothing to do
with the acts of discrimination.!

Conclusion

The Lilly Ledbetter Fair Pay Act is touted as being a giant step for
employees’ rights (especially those of women workers). Many believe
that Congress’ actions were honorable and that they are champions in the
workplace as they attempted to legislate pay equity. However, the Lilly
Ledbetter Fair Pay Act is a congressional mistake. By overturning the
Supreme Court’s decision in Ledbetter v. Goodyear and changing the

48 Ibid, 1.

49 Tbid.

50 Taylor, 4.
51 Holland, 12.
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statute of limitations for EEOC claims, Congress accomplished their goal
of protecting the rights of employees across America; however, they did
so and at the expense of the rights of employers. The Fair Pay Act shows
a hasty, undeliberated political agenda that may temporarily mask the pay
equity problem while creating other potential problems. While all of the
negative ramifications of the Fair Pay Act have not yet been manifest, it
can bé certain that true pay equity will never be realized as long as the
rights of some are put behind the rights of the others. '
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Decline of the Medieval Hungarian Empire:
The Path to Mohacs

Adrian Burton

« When asked about medieval nations most offer the usual names,
England and France, and overlook the great nations of Eastern Europe.
Yet in the year 1485, the Hungarian Empire stood at the height of world
power. King Mathias Corvinus Hunyadi, a charismatic, educated and
progressive king ruled the vast empire and oversaw a rising renaissance
of science and the arts. Hungary stood protected by legendary Fekete
Sereg (The Black Legion) the first well paid, full time professional
military in all of Europe. However, upon Hunyadi’s death the Magyar
nobility would greedily assert their own interests: installing a weak king,
disbanding the Black Legion, oppressing the peasantry, and leaving the
nation defenseless in the face of the expanding Ottoman Empire. Hungary
as a nation rivaled its contemporaries politically, financial and militarily,
pnder King Matthias’s rule, but tragically, all its progress would eroded
under petty infighting. The Hungarian people would suffer for centuries
for the failings of their selfish nobility and puppet rulers.

To understand why the fall of Hungary is a significant event, it
is important to understand the geographical significance and scale of its
empire. Located “at the western terminus of the Eurasian steppe, in an
area traversed by rivers -notably the Danube system- and protected by
mountain ranges -notably the great arc of the Carpathians-" it stood as
gatekeeper of the south eastern land route to Europe bound between the
Adriatic and Black Seas. At the height of its power, Hungary’s dominion
“extended from Servia to Silesia,” or in more current terms, Serbia to
Poland, north to south, and Austria to Moldova east to west, larger than
modern France. ,

By size alone it easily qualified as a major European power, yet in
addition to its land the Hungarian Empire had a rather progressive bill of

1 Paﬁl Coles. The Ottoman Impact on Europe. (London: Coles and Thames
and Hudson, 1968.) 79.

2 G. G. Zerffi, Hungary under King Matthias Hunyadi, Surnamed ‘Corvinus.’
1458-1490
(Transactions of the Royal Historical Society New Series, Vol. 1, 1884)263.
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rights, called The Golden Bull and established by Magyar nobles in 1222.
The Golden Bull is frequently called the “Magna Carta of Hungary.”
Among the many basic laws it established were noble voting rights, nio
inherited titles or public charges (including the monarchy), and the right
to resist the monarchy. Each of these rights would play a significant role
in the rise and fall of Hungary.

The Ottoman Empire had harried the Hungarian buffer states in
the Balkans since 1389, but it would be “the fall of Constantinople to the
Turks in 1453 [that] alerted all of Europe to the Ottoman threat.””* With
the fall of Serbia in 1455 and then the siege of Belgrade in 1456, Hungary
faced Sultan Mehmed II’s army of 100,000 at its doorstep. Although the
Hungarian response to the invasion of Serbia was slow and ineffective,
the response by veteran leader John Hunyadi to Belgrade was rapid and
immensely successful. He would mobilize some 10,000 soldiers from
his estate and retinue; this combined with the 7,000 standing defenders
of Belgrade and some 30,000 Hungarian peasants responding to the call
for a crusade against the invaders allowed Hunyadi to repel the much
larger Ottoman forces.> His swift defense of the castle became a legend
overnight and raised John Hunyadi to the status of a national icon.S
Described as “[t]he last great captain of medieval Europe,”” Hunyadi
defended Belgrade and “delayed the Turkish conquest of Hungary by two
generations.”® The Ottoman invaders, struck down by Hunyadi, would
not come calling again for 70 years. However, the victory at Belgrade
was to be John Hunyadi’s last, as he would suddenly die two weeks later
in an epidemic of plague that swept Belgrade.” Hunyadi’s final words

- would prove prophetic, “Do not quarrel among yourselves. If you should

3 Michael J Horvath. Hungarian Civilization: A Short History. (College Park,
University of Maryland 2000)40.

4 Peter Sugar, Peter Hanak, and Tibor Frank. 4 History of Hungary. (Bloom-
ington and Indianapolis: Indiana University Press. 1990) 69.

5 Tbid.

6 Tbid.

7 R. W. Seton-Watson. Transylvania. (I) The Slavonic Review Vol. 1, No. 2
(Dec., 1922) 312.

8 . Ibid.

9 Peter Sugar, Peter Hanak, and Tibor Frank. 4 History of Hungary. (Bloom-

ington and Indianapolis: Indiana University Press. 1990) 69.
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waste your energies in altercations, you will seal your own fate as well as
dig the grave of our country.”*

The legacy of the Hunyadi family, however, would not end at
Belgrade. Upon the death of King Posthumus in 1457, John Hunyadi’s
son Matthias -with help from his uncle, the Count Szilagy- would be
elected by acclimation as King of Hungary.!! He was only fourteen, but
the Golden Bull made his election possible, as the right of the nobility to
elect their king was well established. The Golden Bull played a defining
and powerful role in Matthias’s long reign. Upon his accession to the
throne, Matthias took a new surname Corvinus (inspired by his family
crest that depicted a raven holding a ring), rooted in Latin for raven.!?

King Matthias Corvinus would prove to be a unique individual.
He was described by one historian as “a true renaissance king, a fine
brave soldier; a first class administrator, and outstanding linguist, learned
astrologer, and an enlightened patron of the arts and learning.”* In
addition to being an independent ruler, he appears to have been a very
practical king as well. For example, he refused Pope Pius II’s call for him
to crusade against the Turks. The Crusade would have been wasteful
and illegitimate under the Golden Bull, which restricted the nobility from
waging any war outside their own borders. Matthias would instead focus
on the more efficacious and pragmatic goals of consolidating his nation’s
power, securing his southern borders, suppressing uprisings, and taking
new territory to the north."

Matthias took a cue from his father, understanding “that the
country’s defense needed a more reliable basis than the outdated noble

10 Sisa, Stephen The spirit of Hungary: a panorama of Hungarian history and
culture (2 ed.). Vista Books (original from University of Michigan. 1990). pp. 56.

11 G. G. Zerffi, Hungary under King Matthias Hunyadi, Surnamed ‘Corvinus.’
1458-1490 N

(Transactions of the Royal Historical Society New Series, Vol. 1, 1884) 267.

12 Tbid.

13 Michael J Horvath. Hungarian Civilization: A Short History. (College Park,
University of Maryland 2000) 10.

14 G. G. Zerffi, Hungary under King Matthias Hunyadi, Surnamed ‘Corvinus.’
1458-1490 , ‘
(Transactions of the Royal Historical Society New Series, Vol. 1, 1884) 269.

15 Ibid.




171

levy,”® which had failed to defend their ally Serbia, and which made

expansion of the Hungarian Empire implausible. “In order to remedy this
situation and strengthen the monarchy, Matthias embarked on a series
of financial reforms.”’” In 1467, Matthias implemented a new taxation
system, which raised the national revenue to approximately one million
florins a year, an amount on par with contemporaries such as England and
France.'® This amount was also subsidized by the Hunyadi family fortune,
which more than doubled the nation’s income.'® The historian Michael J.
Horvath elaborates this point, claiming, “with this [economic] system he
was able to maintain a well equipped standing army, chiefly mercenaries.
This was the famous Black Legion which won Matthias victories and
gave military weight to his diplomatic activities.”” The Black Legion
would be “employed not only as an instrument of national defense, but
also as a means of subduing the nobility.”?! The court historian Antonio
Bonfini took a count of the standing Black Legion in 1486 putting its
total at 28,000%2 which, upon receiving the call to battle, would nearly
double the standing forces of Hungary.

In 1485, Matthias Corvinus ruled the most influential nation
in eastern Europe. His Black Legion held the Ottoman Empire atkbay,
his control extended over most of southeast Furope, and he displayed
masterful skill at both wartime and peacetime leadership.* But within five
years he would die from gout, leaving no suitable heir. The Golden Bull

16 Peter Sugar, Peter Hanak, and Tibor Frank. 4 History o}’Hungary. (Bloom-
ington and Indianapolis: Indiana University Press. 1990) 71.

17 Tbid. .

18 Michael J Horvath. Hungarian Civilization: A Short History. (College Park,
University of Maryland 2000) 10.

19 Peter Sugar, Peter Hanak, and Tibor Frank. 4 History of Hungary. (Bloom-
ington and Indianapolis: Indiana University Press. 1990) 71.

20 Michael J Horvath. Hungarian Civilization: A Short History. (College Park,
University of Maryland 2000) 10. ‘

21 Paul Coles. The Ottoman Impact on Europe. (London: Coles and Thames
and Hudson, 1968.) 80.

22 Peter Sugar, Peter Hanak, and Tibor Frank. A History of Hungary. (Bloom-
ington and Indianapolis: Indiana University Press. 1990) 71.

23 G. G. Zerffi, Hungary under King Matthias Hunyadi, Surnamed ‘Corvinus.’
1458-1490 '

(Transactions of the Royal Historical Society New Series, Vol. 1, 1884) 270.
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dictated that an election be held for his successor. The Hungarian Diet,
apprehensive of another powerful king, “used their electoral influence to
extort from his successors Vladislaus and Louis* undertakings to disband
mercenary forces and respect aristocratic privileges.”” The Black Legion
was disbanded, and the noble levy® returned as the primary national
defense. The taxes were lowered once again and all progress pertaining
to peasants rights was reversed. The Magyar nobility intentionally
crippled their national defense and appointed weak political leaders at
what proved to be the worst possible time.

During the reign of Vladislaus Jagiellon, the well-meaning,
softhearted new king?, the crown would be easily swayed by the
nobility, giving much of the royal lands away. Horavth notes, “the main
beneficiaries were the big land owners, the losers were the peasants.”?

His son Louis was considered talented, but was far too inexperienced

to rule effectively; thus becoming a pawn for the nobility. If this was
not enough of a hindrance, the treasury was empty, and “maintenance
- of a defense system became impossible.”? This continued disintegration
of the monarchy lead to “important defections from the constellation
of client states™° that had rallied to a strong king under Corvinus. This
resulted in further economic, cultural, and political instability

Suleiman I the Magnificent was crowned Sultan of the Ottoman
Empire in 1520, and the traditions of his people placed Hungary in
his sights. Historian Paul Coles notes that “[t]he new Sultan Suleiman
was expected, in accordance with Ottoman practice, to celebrate his

24 Part of the larger Lithuanian Polish Jagiellon dynasty.

25 Paul Coles. The Ottoman Impact on Europe. (London: Coles and Thames
and Hudson, 1968.) 80.

26 An army composed of those noblemen who did not serve as regulars at the
court or under a lord. Not professional soldiers.

27 Michael J Horvath. Hungarian Civilization: A Short History. (College Park,

University of Maryland 2000) 10. N
28 Ibid.
29 Ibid 11.

30 Paul Coles. The Ottoman Impact on Europe. (London: Coles and Thames
and Hudson, 1968.) 80.
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succession with a campaign worthy of his father’s example.”?! 2 Suleiman
saw Hungary weakened, without allies, and little national unity, “more
than ever disordered and divided.” The choice to invade Hungary was
simple. .
The first major engagement between Hungarian and Ottoman
forces came at the second battle of Belgrade in 1521. Communications
to the north were cut off by the Ottoman invaders, and after a month of
artillery bombardments the city fell.** Although this left Buda virtually
unprotected, the Ottomans withdrew to deal with conflict in Rhodes,
allowing Hungary five years to prepare or their return. When Suleiman
returned in 1526, he expected a Hungarian army to engage them as soon as
his forces crossed the River Drava, but to his great surprise none arrived.
Renowned Scottish historian, Patrick Balfour states that “the Hungarians
failed to resolve their mutual jealousies and agree on a coherent joint
plan.”> With no strong ruler, and relying on the impotent noble levy, no
counter-attack would occur until the Battle of Mohécs, and it would be
the Hungarian Empires last stand. Historian Michael Horvath sets the
scene;

The fateful Turkish attack came in August of 1526.
In that moment everyone realized the gravity of the
situation, but it was too late. When the Sultan’s armies
broke the defenses, the young king did not wait for the
arrival of reinforcements, but immediately left the city of
Buda to join the front with a small army and his entire
government.>

The battle would be fought just outside Mohécs, a small city in marshy

31 Paul Coles. The Ottoman Impact on Europe. (London: Coles and Thames
and Hudson, 1968.) 81.

32 Selim I the Grim conquered Syria and Egypt.

33 Patrick Balfour, Otfoman Centuries: The Rise and Fall of the Turkish Empire
(New York, Morrow Quill 1977) 184 . _

34 Paul Coles. The Ottoman Impact on Europe. (London: Coles and Thames
and Hudson, 1968.) 82. ’

35 Patrick Balfour, Ottoman Centuries: The Rise and Fall of the Turkish Empire
(New York, Morrow Quill 1977) 185.

36 Michael J Horvath. Hungarian Civilization: A Short History. (College Park,
University of Maryland 2000) 11.
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country east of the Danube, a murky landscape befitting this tremendous
loss.’” King Louis IT arrived with 4,000 men, and along with allies such
as the Poles, Bohemians and Germans, putting the total Hungarian
defense at approximately 25,000.*® The Ottoman forces numbered
around 100,000.* The Hungarian nobility rushed their heavy cavalry into
a charge against the highly trained, better-armed, numerically superior
and tdctically positioned Janissary* forces.” The charge broke and was
quickly surrounded and slaughtered in under an hour and a half. 24 The
next day’s counter-attack finished any remaining resistance. Michael
Horvath assesses the results succinctly: “On that dark field, the whole
Hungarian army was virtually annibilated,”* with 20,000 Hungarians
dead, including hundreds of nobles, seven bishops, and King Louis, who
crowned with his armor weighing him down in the Csele creek.** % There
was no one left to organize any resistance, and the capital city of Buda
was open for the taking.*’

Without anyone left to govern, the nation would attempt to find

37 Paul Coles. The Ottoman Impact on Europe. (London: Coles and Thames
and Hudson, 1968. ) 83.
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39 David Eggenberger, An Encyclopedia of Battles (New York: Dover Publica-
tions 1985) 279. :
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(New York, Morrow Quill 1977) 186.
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leaders, but old divisions would again hinder the nation’s defense. They
elected two kings, John Zapolya of Transylvania and Ferdinand of Austria,
neither of whom would be able to save the nation as a whole, and both
retained only fractions of Hungary after the Ottomans had their say. The
Hungarian renaissance started by Matthias Corvinus would die thirty-six
years after him, and all progress in eastern Europe would stagnate for
centuries:*®

Hungary’s temtory would be carved into three pieces: Royal
Hungary, ruled by the Hapsburg Archduke Ferdinand, the remaining
western section of Hungary; Transylvania, ruled by Prince John Zapolya
whom would pay annual tribute to the Suleiman;* and finally Ottoman
Hungary, the core of the once-powerful nation, was now ruled by
Suleiman. This was known as the Age of Trisection, and is considered
the bleakest in all of Hungarian history.*

Hungary, a nation that once had the strength to defy the Hapsburgs,
attack the Ottomans, and expand their boarders with force was finally
sundered at Mohdacs. Western Europe would be caught off guard by the
fall of Hungary and scramble to stop Suleiman I at Vienna 800 miles from
where the Sultan began. The reigns of the Jagiellon kings, calculated by
the Hungarian nobility, undermined everything the Hunyadi dynasty had
built, its wealth, defense, allies, and progress. The weak Jagiellon kings
having been placed into power were pressured by the nobility into further
weakening the monarchy with concession after concession. The nobility,
resenting the rule of such a strong leader like Matthias elected Louis IT
instead. A twenty year old pawn ascended to power when they needed a
decisive figure such as Matthias, just to sweeten the pockets of already
wealthy nobility. Hungary would lose everything to this decadence, and
the nation would take centuries to recover. As many in the West have
already forgotten or never knew, the tragedy of August 29, 1526 lingers
on with the Hungarian people today. In times of disaster, they often

48 G. G. Zerffi, Hungary under King Matthias Hunyadi, Surnamed ‘Corvinus.’
1458-1490

(Transactions of the Royal Historical Society New Series, Vol. 1, 1884) 272.

49 Patrick Balfour, Otfoman Centuries: The Rise and Fall of the Turkish Empire
(New York, Morrow Quill 1977) 188.

50 Michael J Horvath. Hungarian Civilization: A Short History. (College Park,
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defiantly remark, “Tobb is veszett Mohdcsndl” (No matter, more was
lost on Moh4cs field.)’! The echo of the battle rings on in the collective

memory of the Hungarian people, reminding them of what was lost and
what might have been.

51 Patrick Balfour, Ottoman Centuries: The Rise and Fall of the Turkish Empire
(N ew York, Morrow Quill 1977) 187.
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Life in Salt Lake’s Hard-Core Punk Underground
Andrew Cano '

The state of Utah has received a lot of criticism since its inception,
specifically, being labeled as culturally backwards compared to the rest
of the United States. In and out of the State, there is the assumption that
it is religiously oppressive. Salt Lake City (Utah’s Capital City) has a
little known secret. Starting in the late 1970s it began a very vibrant
underground punk scene that carried on into the Nineteen Eighties
and beyond. Unaware to most, Salt Lake was a breeding ground for
independent music and art. Almost every major participant in the
underground American hard-core punk scene was playing gigs in Salt
Lake supported by its own local talent. Salt Lake’s underground music
scene impacted Salt Lake’s future independent music scene and other
scenes around the country. Musicians and artists created their own music,
clothing, shops, record labels, and music clubs. During a time when major
“ record labels controlled the airways, Salt Lake punks were creating their
own music community and sub-culture. The mid-eighties into the early
90s were a highly successful period for Salt Lake. I was one of the lucky
few who were able to be a part of this vibrant underground scene.

The Dawning of Punk Rock

The late 70s was a breeding ground for a new kind of music and
clothing style in the United States and Europe. Many of America’s youth
had become bored with the mellow sounds of soft rock, the arrogance
of progressive rock and the over indulgent dance scene known as Disco.
Kids were disillusioned by their parents’ former radicalism and current
indulgence in consumerism. Unlike some of America’s earlier music
movements in Motown, Greenwich Village and San Francisco, hard-

core punk was developing in the beach towns and suburbs of Southern -

California, Washington D.C., Boston, and New York’s Lower Eastside.
What would later be coined as “punk rock™ emerged in New York in
the early 70’s with bands like the Ramones, Blondie, Richard Hell and
the Voidoids, & The Heartbreakers. Many of the early punk bands trace
their roots to early, obscure bands of the late 60s and early 70s like The
Stooges (Detroit) and The New York Dolls (New York). Eventually, what
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the music industry referred to as “punk” would spread to all over the
United States and the rest of the industrialized world. In the late 70s a
more aggressive style of punk came to be known as hard-core punk and
then just hard-core.

Punk impacted American and English youth, espemally in places
like London, New York and Los Angeles. The New York, Los Angeles
and London Punk scenes began to influence young suburban American
youth. Young Americans started recreating it with a much harder and
faster edge, which became hard-core punk. Hard-core was also influenced
by early British heavy Metal bands. A number of the 1% wave punk bands
had recorded on major corporate music labels. Hard-core punk would
not have that opportunity. Jon Shuman of Salt Lake City hard-core punk
band the Massacre Guys recalls,

“Well, labeling rebellion as' “punk” was essentially invented
by Malcolm MacLaren and the media as a marketing tool. The
media declared that punk was dead when they couldn’t figure
out how to exploit it. So the music industry co-opted the “punk”
look, watered down the music and re-branded it as “new wave.”
At the same time, pop stars like Madonna and Cindy Lauper
were dressing like Siouxie Sioux and Exene and selling tons
of records. That was fine by me because the mainstream’s lack
of interest allowed punk music to thrive. Every city had its
own great bands and independent record labels and fanzines,
and there weren’t any big money people trying to dictate what
the bands should sound like or how to market themselves.”

At that time, there was no possible way to get a punk or a hard-core punk
band signed to a major record label especially in the years following the
first wave punk bands. Popular music in all its forms wanted nothing
to do with punk or any of its future participants. Van Dorston also
said, “When the superstars of punk dissolved into the corporate rock
world, commercial media like Rolling Stone hailed the Sex Pistols and
the Clash as the only legitimate icons of punk, and assumed the same
thing happened to the whole subculture when members of the respective
bands went on to more commercial dance-club-scene in the form of

1 John Shuman Interview 11/16/2007
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Public Image Ltd. and Big Audio Dynamite. This is not true. Nor is the
other view accurate; that the punk subculture stagnated into a musically
conservative, politically passé stage of nostalgia.”? Even though punk
was no longer a viable market for the mainstream recording industry, it
still lived on in the hard-core punk scenes.

2

My Life in Salt Lake’s Punk Undérground

Salt Lake City’s hard-core punk underground had its’ beginning in the
late 1970s. Consisting of a handful of fans devoted to the music and
fashion, Salt Lake Punks created a scene like many others were creating
across the United States during this time period.

Brad Collins, a major contributor in the Salt Lake Hard-core
Punk scene, began a radio program called Behind the Zion Curtain in
1979. Broadcast from the local independent radio station KRCL, Collins
played the newest in hard-core music
on Saturday nights to young devoted fans ever week.

It was from Collin’s show that I learned about pioneer hard-
core bands like Black Flag, The Freeze, and Minor Threat, as well as
the European hard-Core groups like Gepopel, G.B.H., Subhumans, and
Discharge and it was the only radio program dedicated to playing hard-
core punk in the late 1970s through the mid 1990s. I was familiarized with
Collins show at the young age of nine back in 1985. My older brother
introduced me to it because we shared a bedroom and he controlled the
stereo. My brother Christopher is five years my elder and was getting
into the Salt Lake punk scene. I had no intentions of following in his
footsteps but eventually what I initially considered noise began to attract
my attention and I became a devoted fan of Collins show and the music
he played. My primary venture into the punk scene was more out of an
emulation of wanting to be like my brother but eventually it became a
place where I could express my individuality. _

In Utah there was no other place on the radio to be exposed to
this underground movement. Utah is a highly religious state and very
conservative. Even though I was a part of the predominant religion, I

2 A.S. Van Dorston, “A History of Punk,” Fast ‘n’ Bulbous Music Webzihe,
http://www.fastnbulbous.com/punk.htm (accessed February 26, 2009).
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reveled in the fact that I was a part of something secret to most people.
Several of my friends in the scene felt exactly the same way. It was like
being in a secret club and I was constantly on the lookout for the next
show and the next band that would comejour way. These were my bands
and this was my music, and everyone outside the scene was oblivious.

My friend Stormy Shepherd Vehnekamp, a tour organizing
manager :and former local gig organizer, put on numerous Hard-Core
shows in Salt Lake, recalls Collin’s radio show.

“I ... heard Brad Collins on his radio show (Sat. night at midnight)

called “Behind (or Beyond) the Zion Curtain” on KRCL and used

to stay up and tape his show so that I could hear new bands.”
Collin’s weekly show not only provided the scene with new music... but
also helped bands making their way into town have a place to play their
music. In an interview with Les Grant from the punk fanzine Maximum
Rock-n-Roll, Collins explained his beginning in the scene, “I started
doing my radio show in 1979; we started doing punk shows, like live
shows, in 1983. We did 2 in ’83, which was a big year for Salt Lake™. His
first shows were done in basements and at the Indian Walk-in Center in
the Southern part of Salt Lake. Local bands would get the shows started
for the out of town bands. Local bands carried a lot of clout. The scene
would have died if local bands did not exist. Local shows would draw
just as many people if not more than some of the out-of-town bands.
Recalling my first Stench show in the early nineties, I was amazed at how
many people showed up for a local act. Bad Yodelers and Stench shows
were always a mystery to me because it was generally the only time you
would see non-punk kids at Hard-Core punk gigs.

Unfortunately, I was not part of the early days of the scene but I
was witness to a slew of great shows by both local and out of town bands

3 Stormy Shepherd Vehnekamp interview 04/02/2007. Stormy Shepherd
Vehnekamp was a rarity in the scene back in the 80’s and early 90’s as a woman.
She was into the music and actively helping to keep it alive by putting on shows and
promoting bands.

4 Les Grant Brad Collins and Daphne Menden Interview Maximum Rock-

n-Roll V #37, (1986): 36-38. Available at http://www.operationphoenixrecords.com/
mrrissue37.htm] as of 16 April, 2007. '
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in the later days of the scene. My very 1% show in nineteen-ninety was the
Circle Jerks, The Weirdos, and local band Victims Willing. The show took
place at one of the most successful venues of the late 80s and early 90s,
The Speedway Café. Although I had been participating vicariously in the
scene through Collins radio show, I was not old enough to start seeing the
bands’I adored until this time period when I turned fifteen. Seeing one of
Los Angeles’s earliest Hard-Core bands Circle Jerks and even older L.A.
punk band the Weirdos was a dream come true. After having attended
over two hundred gigs and concerts, this one remains close to my heart.
I was most impressed with the local band Victims Willing. They had an
energy and ferocity that I had never witnessed at that time in my young
life. The moment I heard that first cord I knew I was in. This was my
place and where I wanted to be. Even though I had been listening to the
music for several years, hearing it live was completely different. It was a
life altering experience. ‘
Collin’s other great contribution was his record store known as
Raunch Records. Raunch came into existence in 1984 because of the
money earned from the shows that he and his partner Daphne Menden
sponsored. Collins and Menden explain their reasons for opening the
store,
“Well, we-opened Raunch to provide an alternative to the record
stores in town, an outlet for more of the hardcore music and
industrial music or whatever—you know, that wasn’t the norm to
be presented here. There are stores that carry part of the product,
but in terms of getting everything or trying to get more of the

product in, nobody was really taking chances. So we opened the

store to give lower prices, buy the product, and uh, generally
support the bands and the independent distributors that have been
around for 10 years trying to promote this music . . . actively

take part in the scene as opposed to just passively going to shows

and letting everybody else do the things that make it work. We

decided that we’d participate in the actual process of making an

alternative independent network”. ,

A former prosthetic factory, Raunch was located on the then
outskirts of the city next to Pioneer Park in downtown Salt Lake City.
Every kid interested in the Hard-Core Scene would make a pilgrimage

i
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to Raunch and brave passing the drug addicts and transients to buy the
latest music, clothes and other paraphernalia that parents would come
to loath. Raunch was a punk icon in the Salt Lake scene and abroad
and to this day is still remembered with fondness. Raunch’ became the
portal to another world. Though Raunch was not the first place to sell the
burgeoning punk and hard-core music (Cosmic Aeroplane, originally a
head shop/bookstore, sold Hard-Core and Punk in their basement), they
were the first to create a place that specialized in hard-Core music and
clothing. If I ever wanted something that I could not get at a regular
record shop, Raunch would have it. If they did not, Collins would find
a way to get it. Recalling my early days of visiting Raunch, there was
nothing like it. Grabbing the bus from Sandy to downtown, walking a
mile to Raunch, dogging beggars and drunks who wanted to ride my
skateboard, it was wonderful just to go and hang in a world different
from my every day one. If I had minimal funds I could still walk away
with tons of music and fanzines to keep me busy for weeks. I was always
able to pick flyers for upcoming shows to decorate my bedroom walls.
Raunch was my connection to the punk scene when I was not able to
go to the clubs and see live music. My first trip to Raunch was just as
powerful as my first show. I had never seen real “punkers” outside of my
brother and his friends in our town. I lived in the suburbs of Salt Lake
City. Sandy, Utah was the last bastion of civilization of Salt Lake County
back in the 80s and early 90s in our minds. Going to Raunch exposed
me to the hard-core punks of Salt Lake. The moment I walked in I was
in awe. The guy working the counter, who turned out to be Brad Collins,
had bright pink hair and reminded me of Stephen King. The other person
working the counter was a young girl who had a lettuce green Mohawk
named Daphne Menden. She was amazing and very beautiful. Bear in
mind, I had seen punks on the nightly news but never in person. As I was
taking this in, I noticed this cow’s skull with blue hair glued to it hanging
in the corner. Red paint had been splattered on the walls and barbed wire
strung across the walls and ceiling. At that moment, I was both scared

and excited because I had never beheld anything like it. I did not buy -

anything on that first trip; I mostly walked around and tried to take it all

5 It recently reopened in 2010 and now operates in Sugarhouse a small
commumty within Salt Lake City.
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in. My brother and cousin bought a few things and grabbed some flyers
and then we left. Walking out of there, I knew something had changed
in me. I liked what these people were doing but I was not sure exactly
why. My first trip to Cosmic Aeroplane a few months later was somewhat
similar. I was not able to compute all of that at the age of nine. I did not
realize that by being a punk I was making a statement against the norm
of society. It would take a few more years before I fully understood what
had attracted me tO\ﬂ’llS scene.

I did however decide at that moment that I wanted to be punk
like my brother. I began spiking my hair and wearing my Dad’s old army
shirt to school. It had a drawing of horse skull with a Mohawk on the
back of it that my brother drew. I wrote the names of my favorite bands
on the back of the shirt. Many of my peers at school found my dress odd
since no one else was adopting this style at that young of age. I was often
called “weirdo” and “fag” because they did not know what to make of
my transformation. One day I decided to wear my brother’s Circle Jerks
pin on my shirt to school. My 5™ grade teacher was not happy at all. He
instructed me to remove it because it was obscene. I had no idea what he
was talking about; to me it was the name of a band I liked. T would be
much older when I found out that it did mean something vulgar.

Towards the mid to late 80s Collins was promoting more shows
than ever. Collins’ brought a slew of hard-core bands to Salt Lake. The
scene was busting wide open and began to gain greater momentum.
Because of the numerous shows that were happening, my bedroom
began to look like an advertisement billboard for every punk\hard-core\
and thrash metal show in town. I plastered every corner of my room
with flyers and posters that I had acquired from Raunch. My parents
detested the music but allowed me the freedom to express myself within
reason. At this point in my life I was half way through middle school and

getting closer to entering high school. I was becoming significantly more"
cognizant of the world around me as well as becoming more reflective -

about where my place was in it. Recognizing that I was different from
most of my friends, I began to feel out of place. I was not into football or
other popular sports like baseball and basketball. Even though my dress
was toned down for most kids into punk, some of my friends found my

choice of clothing a little odd at times. I wanted to fit in but I'wanted to do-

T




e , 185 .
it on my own terms. It was around 1988 that a friend of mine introduced
me to a band called Judge. Judge was from New York City. They were
like most of the hard-core punk bands I was listening in sound except for
one major difference. They sang about being against drugs and alcohol.
They also sang about unity and acceptance of other people. There came
about many within my clique of friends’ experimentation with alcohol,
drugs, and sex. I was raised in a good Latter Day Saint home that taught
against partaking in that lifestyle. I had likewise watched people I cared
about within my family suffer from the ills of alcohol and drugs. I did not
want to go down that path. At the same time, I knew that I was not like
the kids I went to church with. I was into art, history, and music. I did
not care for Scouting or popular American sports like many of the kids
at my church. Judge, opened the door for me to experience hard-core
punk in a whole new way. I quickly realized that I could dictate what I
wanted punk to mean to me. The punk ethos became broader in what it
represented to me. It was a place where you could be accepted and were
allowed to be different. I was no longer about participating in it because
of my older brother or solely for a love of the music. I wanted to be part
of a community that accepted me for who I wanted to be.

I initiated paying more attention to bands message rather than
just their sound. I sought out bands like Judge who were a part of what
became the straight edge punk scene. The straight edge philosophy had
existed since the being of the hard-core punk movement in the early 80s
in places like D.C. and Boston. Minor Threat was the first band to coin
the term “straight edge” with their song of the same name. They were not
separate from the scene; they happened to be punks who chose not to live
a life of indulgence and illicit sex like others had. It was not until the late
80s that straight edge punk became a scene within the scene. I soon found
that there were many in the scene that had adopted this lifestyle. Salt
Lake even had its own straight edge bands like Insight and Betterway.
Insights message was just as powerful to me as Judge was. Fortunately, I
had found a place where I could belong, and again it was within the punk
scene. :

N
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What Punk Meant to Me

The greatest contributions that punk and hard-core punk gave
young kids, in Salt Lake City and around the world, was the opportunity
to create something all their own. Most kids would never have a chance
to become a super rock star. Their bands were never going to achieve the
kinds of status that commercial rock and roll bands had. It did not matter.
Punk and hard-core is about that moment in time. You were doing it
because you wanted to say something or you wanted to play your music.
You did not care if 10 people showed up to see you play or 500 hundred,
you just wanted to make your mark. I often had as much fun with my
friends in scene where there were only a handful of us at show than I
did a larger show. You knew that it could be over just as fast as it started.
There was not time to sit around and moan about when the next time
your favorite band was going to play your town. You made your own
music and your own scene because nobody else was going to do it for
you. It was the do it yourself ethos, twenty-four seven. It was that attitude
that created some amazing bands and some mediocre bands. Salt Lake
had its fair share of both. It was what we wanted to make it and we did.
There was no other place that I knew of where I could hang out with kids
who were completely opposite of me politically, socially, and religiously
and still have a connection. I was just as much an anomaly by being a
half Mexican-Scottish Mormon punk as it was for my friend who was a
Korean kid from one of the most Caucasian areas of Salt Lake. We were
all variances within the larger culture and we were bonded by the music
and scene we felt accepted in. _

As Salt Lake punks, we created a dynamic scene and a community
for people looking to belong to something. Whether it was hanging out
at Bandaloops coffeehouse, Shopping at Trash, Grunts & Postures, or
catching a show at The Speedway, there were people you felt connected

to. It was a place for those of us who felt like we did not fit in with our peers

or were not understood by the society we lived to be together. I eventually

stopped participating in the scene for many years after I graduated from

high school. The greatest asset I gained from having participated in the
scene was the ability to look outside the box and realize that I could get
along with people that I did not agree with. It is for that reason that I
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believe kids are still using punk as a means of expression. I am happy
that I was fortunate enough to have been a part of something that has
added to Utah’s music history, even if many people still are not aware of
its existence.
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Native American Initiative and Mobility Amongst Jamestown
Settlers: A Treatment of the Smith-Pocahontas Account

Jeffrey Davis

It recent years, historians and literary critics have begun to
reexamine interpretations of many topics in history, particularly those
concerning social and cultural perspectives. One area which has received
a great deal of attention is the important story of the relations between
Native Americans and European colonizers. In opposition to popular
belief, rather than being passive victims to the westward advancement
of European civilization as so often portrayed, the Native Americans can
be seen as active participants engaged in their own imperialistic agendas.
The early contact established between Powhatan Indians and English
colonists in Virginia have, in fact, been convoluted by misunderstanding
and myth. When reexamined through a cultural perspective offered by
New Historicist and practitioner of “Cultural Poetics” Stephen Greenblatt,
the questioning of social mobility and constraint offered up in existing
historical accounts of the past perhaps only reveals half the story’. The
possibility for alternative interpretations to these historical accounts opens
the door to new ideas, perhaps revealing that the Indians had definite goals
and objectives in their relations with the English, which in turn affected
the course of events just as much as did the actions of the early European
colonizers. Famous incidents, such as the relationship between Captain
John Smith and Pocahontas, pointedly reveal the dynamic consciousness
that natives had in approaching their situation regarding their relations
with English settlers.

According to Jill Lepore, Professor of American history at
Harvard University, and author of several American historical texts, it
is well recognized that as the original Jamestown settlers disembarked
in Virginia, they set out to claim the land for the British empire and
crown®. What is less widely recognized, however, is that when the initial

1 Stephen Greenblatt, “Culture,” Critical Terms for Literary Study 2nd ed
(1995): 227.
2 Jill Lepore, Encounters in the New World (New York: Oxford Press, 2000),

107.
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encounter took place between the English settlers and the Indians who,
being under the control of their great leader and chief, Powhatan, were
well as intent on imperial expansion as were their European counterparts.
Michael J. Puglisi, professor and current Associate Dean at Emory &
Henry College points out that, “Powhatan was already successfully
seekirig to bring all of the Algonquian tribes of eastern Virginia under his
control. Through a mixture of force and intimidation, oftentimes killing
the leaders of recalcitrant tribes, removing the survivors, and repopulating
the conquered territory with loyal subjects,” Powhatan in time controlled
the majority of these neighboring regions®.

Even as the Europeans began settling Jamestown, Powhatan began
maneuvering his position amongst these foreign intruders. According to
Captain John Smith in his personal correspondence to England entitled
the “Generall Historie of Virginia” Powhatan repeatedly petitioned Smith
to give up his holding in Jamestown, along with providing the Native
Americans materials such as metals and copper in exchange for food
and much needed supplies. Powhatan seemed to have desired control
through the means of establishing trade with the English in addition
to controlling the political hierarchy by seeking the cooperation of the
English colonists®.

The clearest example of Powhatan’s efforts to conduct the
English colony under his imperial system according to American history
professor at the University of Missouri, J. Frederick Fausz, occurred in
January 1608 with the infamous John Smith-Pocahontas incident. The
captive Smith described the scene:

Having feasted him after their best barbarous manner they could,
a long consultation was held, but the conclusion was, two great
stones were brought before Powhatan: [Sensing that his fate had
been decided, Smith was not surprised when a number of natives]:
layd hands on him, dragged him to them, and theron laid his head,
and being ready with their clubs, to beate out his brains, Pocahontas -

3 Michael J.-Puglisi, “Capf. John Smith, Pocahontas and a Clash of Cultures: A
Case for the Enthohistorical Perspective,” The History Teacher 25, no. 1 (1991): 98,
accessed September 15, 2010, http://www jstor.org/stable/494612.

4 Puglisi, “Clash of Cultures,” 99.
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the Kings dearest daughter, when no entreaty could prevaile, got
his head in her arms, and laid her owne upon his to save him from
death’. :

- The argument over the validity of Smith’s embellishment of this
account is often debated in contemporary American history. While existing
traditional interpretations of the incident continue to be widely accepted
and regarded by many as traditional fact, there exist new contemporary
interpretations and historical evidences used to justify alternative realities
and possibilities to this popular tale. American literary scholar Jay B.
Hubbell illustrates the traditional, widely accepted fascination that many
nineteenth century historians, poets, and writers had with Pocahontas in
her romanticized tale of heroism and piety. Hubbell describes many of
the works produced regarding Pocahontas in the nineteenth century, to
have, “glorified the young Indian girl and were centered on the belief that
Smith was in fact saved from the hands of the Powhatan executioners.”
However, he goes on to say that, “the beliefs and works produced
during this time failed to account other external possibilities, such as the
ceremonial rituals in which the Powhatans participated®.” Such alternate
views are significant as they unravel innovative parallels between the
inter-cultural relations of the Native Americans and the early Jamestown
settlers, providing greater perspective of American history.

One of the more glorifying and traditional views of the Smith-
Pocahontas account is given by American scholar and English professor
Philip Young in his essay “The Mother of us All,” Young passionately
declares, “Pocahontas exists as a living parable, an American legend that
has subtly become embedded into our folklore... She endures and stands
with the most appealing of our saints.”’

Some of the more contemporary interpretations of the Smith-

5 Lepore, Encounters in the New World, 125.

6 Jay B. Hubbell, “The Smith Pocahontas Story in Literature;” The Virginia
Magazine of History and Biography 65, no. 3 (1957): 227, accessed September 20;
2010, http://www.jstor.org/stable/4246320.

7 Phillip Young, “The Mother of Us All: Pocahontas Reconsidered,” The Ke-
nyon Review 24, no. 3 (1962): 391-392, accessed September 20, 2010, http://www.
jstor.org/stable4334240. '
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Pocahontas account offer up a progressively non-traditional viewpoint
concerning the incident. Helen C. Rountree, professor of Anthropology
at Old Dominion University and leading researcher and writer on Virginia
Indian tribes, argues in opposition to traditional views that Pocahontas
never saved Smith’s life at all. She believes that “the authenticity of
the story has an alternate side.” Rountree hypothesizes that the Smith-
Pocahontas story was potentially fabricated by Smith as a result of the
growing anti-Indian sentiment aftér an attack was made on the colonists by
the brother of Powhatan, resulting in the death of several hundred colonists
in 16228. Because of the colonists’ dire situation and rapidly diminishing
numbers, promotion of the Jamestown colony became necessary in order
to sustain Captain John Smith’s objective in establishing a prosperous
society under the rule of the English crown’.

‘As Rountree summarizes, this made it imperative that Smith shed
a positive light upon those back in England through his account of piety
and gentleness on the part of the young native Pocahontas, even though
the incident had allegedly occurred several years prior to its initial
disclosure to England in 1624. She later points out that “Smith, in later
correspondence wrote about two additional accounts in which his life is
saved by native women of high rank when he is at the moment of direst
peril’.” Rountree asserts that the reason behind Smith’s telling of the tale

* was in order to illustrate to those back in England a merciful, kind Indian

nation, in hopes of promoting immigration and growth to the Jamestown
colony. :

In addition to Rountree’s contemporary interpretation of the
Smith-Pocahontas account, Robert S. Tilton, Professor of English and
Department Chair at the University of Connecticut, offers up not an
interpretation of the incident, but rather an anecdote as to why these
multiple varying historical interpretations exist. In his attempt to examine
what he calls the “half-historic, half-legendary” narrative of Pocahontas
8 Gail Tremblay, “Reflecting on Pocahontas,” Frontiers: A Journal of Women

Studies 23, no. 2 (2002): 122, accesses September 21, 2010, http://www.jstor.org/
stable/3347404. ‘
9 Lepore, Encounters in the New World, 119.

10 Tremblay, “Reflecting on Pocahontas,” 122.
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he acknowledges that Smith’s account has “engaged the imaginations of
Americans from the earliest days of the colonies!!.”

Tilton believes that most interpretations of the famous rescue scene
described by Captain John Smith in his “Generall Historie of Virginia,”
still contemporarily receive historic acknowledgment and acceptance.
Tilton later explains that, “since there are few existing accounts however,
on which to corroborate the details of Pocahontas’ life or uphold Smith’s
story, scholars continue to debate whether the rescue ever happened
at all2.” Refusing to enter into the debate over the validity of Smith’s
account, Tilton focuses instead on the exploitation of the Pocahontas tale
and the likely possibilities behind the sharing of the account, subsequent
to the events that inevitably would follow.

Titlton’s discussion concludes that the Smith-Pocahontas
story continues to manufacture a variety of interpretations used to
support specific, and often contradictory, historical agendas. Whether
it “rationalizes a number of dangerous preconceptions about Native
Americans,” romanticizes a Native American figure for nationalistic
purpose, was told in order to stimulate growth in the Jamestown colony,
occurred merely as part of a ceremonial ritual, or whether the incident
ever happened at all, due to the lack of substantial historical evidence and
documentation, each interpretation falls target to the specific historical
agenda of the interpreter’s, '

Lepore points out that while many of the re-creations of the Smith-
Pocahontas tale claim that Pocahontas rescued Smith because of her love
for him, the supposed rescue was actually part of an elaborate Algonquian
ritual**. She supports her argument by asserting that it was more likely for
Pocahontas to have obeyed her father Powhatan by assuming her role as a
participant in the ceremony, as opposed to openly rebel against her tribe

11 Joni A. Clarke, “Review: a Captive History,” The Women's Review of
Books 12, no. 12 (1995): 6, accessed September 21, 2010, http://www.jstor.org/sta-
ble/4022228.

12 Clarke, “Review: a Captive History; 7.

13 Ibid, 7.
14 Lepore, Encounters in the New World, 123.
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in saving captain Smith as a result of a romantic attraction towards him.
She also suggests that Smith’s life was never actually in danger, and even
though Smith had no “real” inclination as to the motives of Pocahontas,
she undoubtedly had reasons for her own involvement and undertaking
in the matter'. :

" While the debate over the validity and embellishment of Smith’s
account continues to hold sway in many historical arenas and minds of
scholars, it can perhaps be seen from an ethnohistorical point of view
that Pocahontas probably did in fact save Smith’s life, but not out of any
initial sense of love for the Englishman, as may have been previously
misinterpreted. Supporting Lepore’s opinion of the account, author and
historian Frances Mossiker points out that in many native societies the
women of the tribes made important decisions, including the fate of
captives. “In the case of John Smith, Pocahontas may have not acted
from her own initiative, but followed a pre(—arranged plan. Bringing the
captive to the point of death and then permitting him to live could have
represented an adoption ritual performed in native societies®.”

- According to Puglisi however, Powhatan had neither intention nor
reason to kill Smith, he being the captain and leader of those who could
supply him with exotic and useful trade items. By threatening Smith with
execution, then allowing his young daughter Pocahontas to intervene, the
chief could impress upon the English captain that he held the power of
life and death over the Englishmen, as he did his other subjects. In doing
so, Powhatan could have additionally been seeking the cooperation of
Captain Smith and his loyalty within his own imperial system. Therefore,
the Smith-Pocahontas incident, which has been romanticized and
exaggerated in colonial literature, art, and legend, represents an example
of the “strong- armed. diplomacy” employed by Powhatan to seek the
cooperation of the early Jamestown settlers in hopes that they too, would
contribute to his expanding influence in the region!’. .

15 Lepore, Encounters in the New World, 123.
16 Frances Mossiker, Pocahontas. (Cambridge Massachusetts: Da Capo-Press,
1996), 84-85. '

17 Puglisi, “Clash of Cultures,” 99.
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Capitan Smith however, did not proceed according to the
Powhatans’s plans. The Indian chief expected the English captain to
appreciate the significance of the adoption ritual and his generosity;
however, as history recounts, Smith did not become subordinate as
Powhatan might have hoped. In addition, the chief had offered the settlers
of the new colony favorable treatment in comparison to his other subjects.
While Powhatan demanded an annual “eights parts in ten tribute” of all
the commodities that his subjects possessed, all that was demanded of the
English was a surplus of hatchets, swords, and other goods for trading?®.

While the Smith-Pocahontas incident represented the chief’s
most dramatic attempt to bring the colonizers under his control, English
officials, for their part, also planned a grand display to impress their
sovereignty upon the native leaders. According to Jeffrey L. Hantman,
professor of Anthropology and Archeology at Arizona State Unive/rsity, n
1608 the Virginia Company sent for Powhatan requesting his attendance
at Jamestown where he would be honored and presented gifts by way of
Captain Christopher Newport. These gifts included clothing, furniture,
items for trading, and a crown. Newport planned to have Powhatan travel
to Jamestown to receive his gifts in a grand coronation ceremony that
would have made the chief, in English minds at least, a subordinate prince
to King James 1. Powhatan’s objection to the English plan was made well
known by the chief and when Smith requested his presence at Jamestown,
Powhatan objected disdainfully. In Smith’s account of the incident he
reportedly exclaimed, “If your king have sent me presents, I also am a
king, and this is my land,” he later replied, and added perceptively to
English intent, “Your father [Newport] is come to me, not I to him; nor
yet to your fort; neither will I bite at such a baite’®.”

Not only did Powhatan spoil the colonists’ plans to have the
ceremony take place on their own province, but he also refused to kneel to
receive his crown. Smith later blamed the delay on the native’s ignorance
of proper European protocol, but Smith never seems to have considered

18 Mossiker, Pocahontas, 38.

19 Jeffrey L. Hantman, “Between Powhatan and Quirank: Reconstructing
Culture and History in the Context of Jamestown,” American Anthropologist 92, no. 3
(2002): 678-679, accessed September 22, 2010, http://www.jstor.org/stable680342.
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that perhaps‘Powhatan simply would not bow himself before opposing
leaders to whom he still felt superior or at least equal. Assuredly, the
two English captains were glad to have the ordeal finished. However,
Hantman cleverly points out that,
“Powhatan still had one more act to play out. Having reluctantly
-agreed to the reception of the gifts, and after having fitted himself
-in English apparel, to congratulate the kindness of the English, he
gave his old shoes and his mantle to Captain Newport. Smith may
have felt that this gesture represented a simple act of reciprocal
exchange, but even if so, it indicated that Powhatan did not view
his position in the ceremony as that of a subordinate. Perhaps
however, he gave his clothes to Newport in an attempt to mock
the English presumption in the affair. In any respect, Powhatan

was not as simple-minded as some English observers seemed to
20 »

imply*°.

This interpretation of these early occurrences between the English and
- Powhatan clearly demonstrates the multiplicity of explications regarding
such well-documented events as those described in the historical accounts
of the early English settlers and the Native Americans. Alternating
attempts between the two cultures to impress their sovereignty upon
one another reveal, not only the differences between the two cultures
and their ceremonial rituals, but also solidifies the fact that the Native
Americans were just as intent on procuring for themselves a foundation
of power amongst the Jamestown settlers. In this particular instance,
differing perspectives clearly illustrate that the Powhatans were not
passive observers of English colonization, nor were they merely hostile
opponents reacting to a perceived intrusion. Rather, Powhatan and
his people had their own sets of priorities, preconceptions, plans, and
motivations?!. Their personal and imperial objectives served to be one
of the main contributors in guiding the natives in their relations with the
European colonists, which in turn contributed to the course of events in -
the later development of the English colonies.

As Stephen Greenblatt proposes in his essay on culture, that as
“culture functions as a structure of limits, it also functions as the regulator

20 Hantman, “Between Powhatan and Quirank;” 679.
21 Hantman, “Between Powhatan and Quirank,” 679.
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and guarantor of movement. Through the structure of improvisation,
experiment, and exchange, new cultural boundaries can be established to
accommodate additional participants within a given culture??.” Within this
established cultural framework of Indian proactivity, it can be rationalized
that Powhatan and his people made conscious decisions about what
aspects of English civilization, or how much of it to adopt and what to
reject. They were neither passive nor submissive to the English settlers,
but rather a product of mobility and enterprise. Subsequent hostilities
between the two cultures would occur later in Virginia as Hantman points
out “due in large to the English advances which exceeded the balance in
relationship the Indians were prepared to accommodate®.”

Perhaps the question remains as to why the Indians would
have initiated contact with “foreign intruders” in the first place. Why
would they attempt to establish loyal relations with colonists in place
of imposing a dominant force over them? In order to reiterate what has
been summarized previously, by examining the social agenda of the
Powhatans it can be believed that chief Powhatan desired control over all
neighboring trade relations, including those relations with colonizers. He
saw the English as a valuable asset to his kingdom and desired to place
himself at the top of the hierarchal chain over the inhabitants of the all the
land. As Puglisi argued, Powhatan was already undertaking this process
before the English had arrived, and as record indicates, his endeavors in
establishing his empire over all the surrounding territories of the eastern
region were coming to fruition®.

The English did not compel the natives to trade w1th them, nor did
they introduce a practice that was completely foreign to them. The natives
of the land were no strangers to a barter system of economy before the
arrival of the Europeans. To illustrate their progress and independence
‘it seems that the natives could have well turned away the settlers of
Jamestown, kept their food and provisions from them, and let the settlers
starve by refusing to trade. However, the agenda of chief Powhatan
was not to be inaccessible or passive in relationship to neighboring

22 Greenblatt, “Culture;” 229.
23 Hantman, “Between Powhatan and Quirank,’ 680.

24 Puglisi, “Clash of Cultures,” 99.
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communities; rather, he saw the colonists as a potential benefit to his
society and desired to exploit their resources in order to aid his imperial
designs. ‘
Countless aspects of European-Native American relations could be
similarly discussed in various levels of detail. What becomes fundamental
in the discussion of inter-cultural relationships is the recognition of the
impact and importance multiple perspectives have in gaining a wider
perspective of the full landscape history has to offer. In this case, Native
American enterprise and their relation to English colonists should not
be viewed with passive observation. As the ethnohistorical perspective
suggests, discussing topics in American history requires sensitivity to
both the cultural integrity of the decisions made by groups of individuals
such as the Native Americans, as well as an understanding to the “real”
long-lasting effects of their actions. These well-known and often repeated
events in early Virginia history show that in many instances of inter-
cultural relations, multiple perspectives and agendas exist; and while
most are worth sharing, the fullest context and understanding comes in
recognizing their mutual, but not necessarily parallel, interaction.
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THE BACKBONE OF SUCCESS: THE CREW OF CAPTAIN
COOK’S THIRD VOYAGE OF DISCOVERY

(An Excerpt)

Tyler Mower

- People yearn to know what lies over the hill, around the next bend
or beyond the horizon. Inquiry leads to exploration. Whether by sea, land
or more recently, air and space, exploration has led to great discoveries in
all fields of study. Expeditions of any kind, both those conducted in the
past and present, require brave personnel to face the trials, dangers and
roadblocks that constantly confront those who venture into the unknown.
Such was the case in the mid-eighteenth century, as voyages of discovery
were dispatched across the vast oceans to explore the far reaches of the
world. One of the most well known explorers of the eighteenth-century
was Captain James Cook (October 27, 1729 — February 14, 1779), who
- commanded three successful expeditions throughout the Pac1ﬁc between
1768 and 1779.

The three voyages that Cook commanded filled in the map of
the world, which brought an end to significant sea exploration for the
discovery and mapping of coastal land throughout the North and South
Pacific. Due to Captain Cook’s great leadership and navigational skills,
along with the work of scientists on the expeditions, his voyages are
viewed as some of greatest explorations of all time. However, without
the assistance and constant hard work of the crewmembers: Cook’s
voyages would not have been successful. The crew of Captain Cook’s
third voyage guaranteed the success of the expedition, because of their
devotion to exploration, skillfully executed duties on and off the ships,
and their ability to repair all parts of the ships.

This paper will focus solely on the crews of the third voyage, on

board the ships HMS Resolution and HMS Discovery. Artistic renditions

of the duties of the crews are used to depict aspects of the crew’s work that
are not described in the officer’s journals. A more complete understanding
of the crew’s tasks is therefore gained when the artwork is accompanied
with the explanations given in the journals.!

1 Sketches and paintings of the crew and their tasks are few and far between.

e
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DEDICATED TO EXPLORATION

A natural desire of mankind is to explore and see new things. The
crew of Captain Cook’s third voyage easily filled such a desire when they
arrived at foreign islands or coasts. One of the most important aspects
associated with Cook’s exploration was observation of the new things
that were encountered. Aside from the manual labor that enabled the
voyage to arrive at new places, the crew also participated in observations
that helped gather information about the far reaches of the world.
Though the crewmembers were not the ones in charge of making official
observations they assisted in the endeavor. Therefore they participated,
though unofficially, since they were not credited for observations of the
discoveries that were so eagerly desired by the people in Europe.?

After a voyage was completed, the scientists and officer’s journals
were compiled and published. Some of the published observations had
been made by crewmembers as they went about fulfilling the orders
that had been given them. Their observations enabled the scientists and
officers to gain a better overall knowledge of the places where they had
stopped. One instance occurred on December 28, 1776. After anchoring
at Kerguelen Island, located in the South Indian Ocean, “parties were
sent out to procure what vegetables the island produced, by way of
refreshment; but none were found for culinary purposes, except a kind
of wild cabbage.” Though the parties, which consisted of crewmen not
detained by other duties, were only seeking plants that could be used
for food, they confirmed only one kind of edible plant existed in the
area. This knowledge was recorded by the officers and put in the notes

This is because depictions of everyday routines that were commonplace in the eigh-
teenth century, were less important than the new and exotic islands, people, plants

and animals that were found. However, the few pieces of art available do show the
importance of the crews work. John Weber, Sydney Parkinson and William Hodges
were the main artists of Cook’s voyages. Alexander Buchan, Henry Roberts, John
Cleveley and William Bayly were other members of the voyages who produced impor-
tant artwork depicting the voyages.

2 Geoffrey Badger’s book explains how fast publications of Cook’s voyages
sold out and how many reprints were made to fill the popular demand for the informa-
tion gathered about the far reaches of the world. (Geoffrey Badger, The Explorers of
the Pacific, [Kenthurst, Australia: Kangaroo Press, 1996], 7-8).

3 John Rickman, Journal of Captain Cook’s Last Voyage to the Pacific Ocean,
London: 1781, (Ann Arbo, University Microfilms, 1966), 38.
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concerning the island. Since the officers and scientists recorded the
findings of the crew, they got the credit for such discoveries when their
journals, charts and records were published. Without the discoveries and
observations made by the crew, the officers would not have acquired as
much information about the locations where they landed and therefore
their journals and charts would have been lacking. Just as the crews
were denied the credit they deserved for the discoveries they made and
reported to their officers, they were ignored when it came to the one thing
they understood best, sailing.

Many sailors were just as knowledgeable as the officers about
how to sail the ship, what direction should be taken and how fast they
should travel. Nevertheless, mid-eighteenth century social status was
a great hindrance for tapping into the knowledge of the common crew.
While sailing north from New Zealand towards the Cook Islands, John
Rickman though an officer himself, recognized the folly of the officers in
not using the vast knowledge of the sailors on board the ships:

There were some on board who disapproved of the course we

* steered from the beginning, foreseeing, that by going so fast to
the northward, we should fall too suddenly into the trade winds,
especially if we should be met by an easterly wind before we
approached the Tropic. Among the seamen on board a king’s
ship, there are always some expert navigators, whose judgment,
ripened by experience, is much to be depended upon; but the
misfortune is, that these men are never consulted, nor do they
even dare so much as to whisper their opinions to their supenor

officer. (Rickman 1966, 78)

The decision to take an indirect course to the Tahitian Islands, by first
going to the Cook Islands was Captain Cook’s. This was a decision that
almost caused the voyage to perish. Rickman wrote “We had now been
just sixty days in a passage; which in a direct course would not have

exceeded ten, and had been exposed to the severest trials, owing to some -

fatality in pursuing a course which there was not a seaman on board
that did not disapprove.” This was not the only time in which the crew
disapproved of the decisions of their superior officer.

Another instance occurred on their return to Hawaii. When

.

4 Rickman, 96. ‘
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George Gilbert wrote about the joy they received upon returning to the
Hawaiian Islands for want of a rest and opportunity to procure much
needed provisions,” Cook ordered the ships to tack on and off the large
island of Hawaii for over a month, as they made their way around the
island. At no other time throughout the voyage was there greater discord
among the crew than during that month of tacking. Rickman wrote,
“Heavy complaints again prevailed among the ship’s company. Their
sufferings, from incessant labour and scanty provisions, were grown
confessedly grievous.” Even Rickman, an officer himself, recognized the
complaints of the crew were not without reason. The men needed a rest
from the labors of sailing. They wanted to get provisions to fill their
bellies. Tacking on and off an island that contained the provisions they
needed and offered the chance to stand on stable ground was too much
to bear and caused discord among the crew with their officers. Despite
the deaf ear of the officers to the crewmen, the crew fulfilled their tasks
quickly and with expert skill throughout the entire voyage. This is made
evident by the daily tasks that they performed while sailing the ship.

DUTIES WHILE SAILING

Tony Horwitz, an acclaimed journalist and author, described the
precision that is required to properly handle sails on a ship similar to the
Resolution.’ In order to work the sails effectively to catch the wind they
had to “ease on one side of the ship so [they could] haul on the other.
Haul or ease away, either way the order is ‘Haul away!””” He continued,
“If we didn’t clutch and release ropes at exactly the same moment, we
were quickly pancaked, like losers at a tug of war match.”® Speaking of

5 George Gilbert, Captain Cook’s Final Voyage: The Journal of Midshipman
George Gilbert, ed. Christine Homes (Honolulu: The University Press of Hawaii,
1982), 99. :

6 Tony Horwitz’s book “Blue Latitudes” chronicles the retracing of Cook’s
voyages in a replica of the HMS Endeavour, the ship Cook used on his first voyage.
Though Tony Horwitz is not a sailor by profession, his experiences described in his
book help fill in some of the most common tasks that the crew on Cook’s third voyage
performed on a daily basis. ’

7 Horwitz, 18.
8 Ibid
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the process of rope working, Horwitz explained, “We yanked another
rope, and then another, maneuvering some small part of the impossibly
complex rigging. The horizontal yards shifted along the masts, like
rotating crucifixes. The first of the ship’s twenty-eight sails fluttered
from the bowsprit. Rope rained down all around us, twenty miles of
rope In all.”® Tugging, pulling, tying, lashing and climbing are the
major action in sailing a ship.  Horwitz found the work to be grueling,
- yet exhilarating, dangerous and challenging. These feelings are in part
explained in his first climb to the top yard on one of the masts. “Earlier
in the day, in full light and calm seas, the much lower and larger fighting
top had seemed a relatively secure haven. Now;, at dust, in a brisk wind,
this tiny way station felt horribly precarious. Height radically amplifies a
ship’s motion; a roll that tilts the deck a foot will move the tip of the mast
five times as much.”’® Though these descriptions of what it is like to be
a sailor comes from a non-sailor, they do help better understand the kind
of work the crew of Captain Cook faced every shift they worked while at
sea, whether it was day, night, sunny or stormy.

In clear breezy weather the ships cruised ahead delightfully, but
when optimal weather turned and threatened to destroy the ships all hands
were called to man a position to secure the ships. A dramatized depiction
of Cook’s ship off the coast of New Zealand helps show the extreme
danger that befell the ships due to the powerful storms of the Pacific.!!

9  Ibid, 19.
10 Ibid, 26.

11~ www.nmm.ac.uk/collections/explore/object.cfm?ID=BHC1906 (accessed
November 2, 2010).

-
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Figure 1. William Hodges, A View of Cape Stephens in Cook’s Straits with Waterspout,
1776, 1359 x 1930 mm, National Maritime Museum, Greenwich, London.

While sailing about the Tongan islands on July 30, 1777 the ships

were overtaken by a severe storm. John Rickman not only recorded

the dangerous situation the ships were in, but wrote one of the greatest
tributes in honor of the expertise of the crews. He wrote:

A sudden squall carried away our main-top and top-gallant mast,
split our main-sail, and carried away the jeb. It is astonishing to
see with what spirit and alacrity English sailors exert themselves
on such occasions. Amidst a storm, when it is almost impossible
for a landsman to trust himself upon deck, our sailors mounted
aloft, and with incredible rapidity cleared away the wreck, by
which they preserved the ship. (Rickman 1966, 128)

Clearing away wreckage, tangled masts, rigging, and sails in the middle of
a storm to preserve the ships, was a feat of amazing dexterity. Storms were
a constant threat throughout the voyage and the call to furl the sails was a
routine that was well oiled and efficient to the point that it saved the ships
on various occasions. Three days later on the third of August Rickman
wrote, “We met with a storm...which required the utmost exertion of our
strength to encounter; every hand in the ship was employed, some at the

i
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pumps, and others in handling the sails, which was a work of the greatest
danger, yet happily accomplished with out an accident.”** Even though
the crews were expert at what they did, accidents did occur, sometimes
ending in fatality. :

 Ontheirreturn to the Hawaiian islands, after surveying the Alaskan
coast Captain Cook wrote, “Captain Clerke came on board and informed
me of a melancholy accident that happened on board his Ship...the Main
tack gave way, killed one man out right and wounded the Boatswain
and two or three more.”"> Ropes and cords used to secure the ships were
both apt to loosen and rot with time. Accidents did occur, but only a few
are mentioned in the various journals of the voyage.!* One way to keep
the ships safer was to keep them clean. Cleanliness removed hazardous
clutter and kept the ships from being vessels of disease. One of the most
important forms of cleanliness on the ships was personal hygiene.

Cleanliness was an important aspect on board Cook’s voyages and
it was the crew that executed the tasks to clean the ships. This included
both the cleaning of the ship and personal hygiene. Sinclair Hitchings, the
author of the introduction to John Ledyard’s journal, wrote of Cook, “He
insisted on cleanliness, though rats and cockroaches flourished in spite
of his rules for cleaning the ships. Personal cleanliness was enforced.”?
Cleanliness was to be conducted both on the ships and on land. One of
the common forms of personal cleanliness was bathing.

Though I have not come across a source mentioning bathlng on
ship, a sketch by Geoffrey C. Ingleton (1908-1998), who specialized in
depictions of ships, explorations, and life on ships, depicts the festivities
of crossing the equator on Cook’s third voyage.'¢

12 Rickman, 130.

13 A. Grenfell Price, The Explorations of Captain James Cook in the Pacific: As
Told By Selections of His Own Journals 1768-1779. (New York: Dover Publications,
1971), 249. ‘

14 Other accidents mentioned include, two men who lost their lives, due to fall-
ing overboard (Edwards 2003, 450) and an anchor lost due to not securing its’ cable.
These incidents and the above-mentioned accident are connected with sailing the ship.
15 John Ledyard, John Ledyard’s Journal of Captain Cook's Last Voyage,
(Harford: Nathaniel Patten, 1783), ed. James Kenneth Munford. (Cornvallis, Oregon:
Oregon State University Press, 1963), XXV.

16 Price, 197.
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Figure 2. Geoffrey C. Ingleton, Crossing the Line; King Neptune’s Cout.

A sail placed on deck, hoisted up to make it bowl shape and filled with
water would provide a facility for bathing. Though this is a modern
rendition of the festivities that were held while crossing the equator, it
is possible that a small sail was used for bathing. Though bathing on
the ship is not referenced in the journals, Cooks’ strict instructions and
orders for cleanliness did include frequent bathing on land. Therefore,
it is not unlikely that bathing also occurred on the ships, especially since
they were often on the open ocean for weeks on end. In reference to
bathing on land, George Gilbert wrote about a pool of water on one of
the Tahitian Islands, “where all of us frequently went for that purpose.”’’
Personal hygiene was a great part of keeping the crew cleaner and
therefore healthier.

A healthier crew was able to sustain the workload that was
required.of them. The duties performed by the crew at sea, their ability to
manage the ships in a myriad of situations and the standard of cleanliness,
enabled the voyage to continue and progress from island to island and

along the vast expanse of Alaskan and Siberian coasts. Just as the duties

on the ship were essential to success, so were the duties performed on

17 17. Gilbert, 51.
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land, which provided the necessities for life on the ships while at sea.
DUTIES ON LAND :

Stockpiling water and provisions were essential tasks in order to
maintain life on the ships. The great importance of these tasks was such
that, if not completed the men perished and the voyage failed. If such had
been the case, Cook’s third voyage would have been remembered as the
lost expedition. Land provided the opportunity to gather water, wood,
and provisions for the crew in sufficient supply to hopefully last to their
next destination. Camps were erected to provide a stable location for the
caring of the sick, a safe site for repairs, and an area to regulate trade.
On land, depending upon the necessities and condition of the ships, all
hands were usually busy with work, rather then on their one in three shift
schedule.'”® One of the most important jobs was the replenishing of the
water supply.

Water on board the ships was held in large casks. Geoffrey
Badger explained how the water on board ships was used and why it
- was required to routinely replenish the supply. “Fresh water was
carried in wooden casks, and rationed at three quarts (3.41litres) a day
for cooking, drinking and washing. On a long voyage.this ration was
steadily decreased, and after a few weeks at sea the water had developed
a bad smell and taste.””® The worst-case scenario was if the water ran out,
nevertheless both the Resolution and Discovery had “coppers fitted with
Irving’s [water distilling] apparatus and Lieut Orsbridge’s machine for
rendering stinking water sweet.”?* Though this equipment came in handy
when the water supply had been extinguished they were not considered
efficient to what was needed. ‘

Captain Cook wrote of the distillation devices and described the,
time-consuming job required to get some drinkable water. “In order to
save our Water I ordered the still to be kept at work from 6 in the Morning

18 see Ledyard, XXV and James Cook, “The Method Taken for Preserving the
Health of the Crew of His Majesty’s Ship the Resolution during Her Late Voyage
Round the World,” Philosophical Transactions of the Royal Society of London, Vol. 66
(1776). The Royal Society, http://www.jstor.org/stable/106286 (accessed November
11, 2010), 404.

19 Badger, 21.

20 Richard Hough, Captain James Cook, (New York: W. W. Norton & Com-
pany, 1995), 274. ‘
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to four in the after noon, during which time we procured from 13 to 16
gallons of fresh Water: There has been lately made some improvement
as they are pleased to call it, to this Machine, which in my opinion is
much for the worse.”” John Rickman described the insufficient effect
of the distillers, during the long stretch at sea between New Zealand and
the Friendly Islands when Captain Cook had ordered the ships to take
an alternate route. “The alarming situation of the Resolution, for want
of provisions and water for the life stock; that they were obliged to kill
a great part of their sheep, hogs and goats for the use of the crew; not
having a sufficient quantity of water to keep them alive.”? This describes
the serious situation on board, though these penned lines from Rickman
focus on the animals it shows that needed water was given, rightfully
so, to the crew to keep them alive, at the cost of losing many of the
livestock. The fault was not on the crew for not gathering enough water
and provisions to last the duration out on the open sea, but it does show
the great distress that could come by not having a sufficient supply of
water and provisions.

The first challenge of replenishing the fresh water supply was
getting the casks of water from the ships to the shore and then to the
location where fresh water could be procured. In late June 1778, near
Unalaska Island, one of the first islands west of Alaska in the Aleutian
Islands, William Ellis, the Surgeons Mate on board the Discovery wrote,
“Early the next morning, all hands were called, the empty casks go out
of the hold, the boats hoisted out, and a large party of men sent on shore
to water.”?* Each boat held eight to ten men. Casks when empty floated
and could be tied together and pulled behind the boat to shore, if the surf

21 A ten-hour shift of work only produced enough water for a full days ration
for 13 to 16 men, when there were 112 men on the Resolution and 80 on the Discov-
ery. Though the distillation machine allowed them to get much needed water it was
not sufficient to rely upon to service the entire crew. James Cook, James Cook the
Journals. Edited by Philip Edwards. New York: Penguin Books, 2003), 460.

22 Rickman, 80.

23 William Ellis, An duthentic Narrative of 4 Voyage Performed By Captain
Cook and Captain Clerke: In His Majestys Ships Resolution and Discovery, During
the Years 1776, 1777, 1778, 1779 and 1780, in Search of North-West Passage Between
the Continents of Asia and Ameri Vol. I. (Nabu Public Domain Reprints. London:
1783), 285. :
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was not too rough. If the surf were threatening the casks would have to
be placed in the boats and rowed to shore. Many trips were required to
get all of the watering party and the casks to the shore. ‘

Once on shore the casks had to be transported to where fresh water
could be acquired. Many times this was close to the shore. Sometimes
it was miles inland to a sufficient watering location. While at the Tongan
islands, Cook wrote of one watering hole that was used, “I was conducted
to a small Pool that was tolerable and had it cleaned out.”?* After a
watering location was approved and cleaned, if necessary, the filling of
the casks began.

At their first landing at Kauai, Hawaii, Captain Cook had arranged
all the necessities to fill the water casks. Cook wrote, “We met with no
obstruction in watering on the contrary the Natives assisted our people
to roll the casks to and from the pond.”® By rolling the casks, one man
would be able to roll an empty cask and perhaps two to role a full cask,

especially when rolling up or down a hill. A painting by Alexander -

Buchan depicts the watering party at Tierra del Fuego, on Cook’s first
voyage. This clearly shows six casks of water. A sailor is rolling one
cask, while two other sailors gather water in pails from a nearby stream,
which is then poured into the casks. '

Figure 3. Alexander Buchan, The Watering Place in the Bay of Good Success, J anuary
1769, 248 x 337 mm, British Library.

24 . Edwards, 478.
25 Price, 218.
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This painting helps fill in some aspects of filling water casks that is not
explained by the journals, such as filling the casks with pails of water
where. casks cannot be immersed in the water. It also backs up Cook’s
description of the men rolling casks.

Another sketch, by Captain Cook while at Tolaga Bay, New
Zealand, :on the first voyage depicts sailors floating casks to the shore
and then repairing or opening the casks to fill them with water. Again the
artwork not only gives a visual of how the crew went about their tasks,
but it also fills in some of the process of filling the casks that are not
explained in the journals. This sketch confirms the use of floating casks
to shore.?

Figure 4. - James Cook rendition of Sydney Parkinson’s drawing, Watering Place in
Tolaga Bay.

On the third voyage, casks from two ships had to be transported to

26 William Ellis, View from Point Venus, in Rex and Thea Rienité, The Voyages
of Captain Cook, (New York: Paul Hamlyn, 1970), 42.
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and from the ships and filled. Cook wrote of the importance of always
renewing the supply of water, “I never failed to take in water wherever it
was to be procured, even when we did not seem to want it.”?’ ‘

Following the skirmish at Kealakekue Bay, on the big island of
Hawaii, where Captain Cook along with five other crewmembers were
killed, the ships went to the island of Kauai in hopes they would be able to
finish their water replenishing needs unmolested by the natives. George
Gilbert, mentioned the time it took to fully replenish the water supply,
“In three or four days we completed our water, which was exceeding
good, without any further disturbance with the Natives.””® The time to
remove the casks form the ships to the shore, roll the casks to the watering
location, fill them with water, roll them back to the shore and return them
to the ships greatly depended on the distance that had to be covered, the
amount of men working on the project and if they were allowed to work
without any disturbances from the natives. Without fresh water everyone
would perish with dehydration, therefore completely restocking the water
supply with good water was a life saving task. Time was of the essence
and watering was only one of many tasks that had to be completed before
the ships could set sail.

The second most important duty on land was replenishing the
food stores. When gathering provisions the crews went about using
the easiest methods possible. These methods included picking fruit or
vegetables by hand, using clubs or guns for hunting and hooks for fishing.
Sometimes the most difficult part of gathering provisions was finding
them. William Ellis described that the crews had prepared to hunt only to
be disappointed by the lack of game at Nootka Sound Vancouver Island
in April, 1778. “We found ourselves not a little disappointed at the very

scanty supply of game this place afforded. Before our arrival, every one .

was employed in getting his fowling piece in order, and forming bullets,
as we fully expected to meet with plenty of hares and deer; but, so far

27 Though in wording Cook game himself the recognition of resupplying the
water, it was the crew that fulfilled this most necessary duty. Cook, The Method Taken
for Preserving the Health, 405.

28 It is important to note that much of the watering had already been cc;mpleted
at Kealakekue Bay and yet it still took three to four days to finish the task on the island
of Kauai. Gilbert, 119.




| 213
from that, we scarce saw a single duck.”? On the other hand sometimes
they met with easy success in their hunt.

- While at Kerguelen Island in the southern Indian Ocean in
December 1776, John Webber, the official artist on the voyage, drew a
depiction of the bay where the ships anchored. The sketch shows how
easily the crew hunted penguins. One sailor is shown walking amongst a
group of penguins, hitting them with a stick and stacking them in a pile.*

Figure 5. John Webber, A View of Christmas Harbour in Kerguelen’s Land, December
25-30 1776, Captain Cook Birthplace Museum.

An explanation of the easy hunting of penguins and seals is given by
Cook, although it was written on his second voyage, “After dinner
hoisted out three boats and landed with a large party of men, some to kill
seals, others to catch or kill birds fish or what came in our way.””*! He
continues, “They were all so tame, or rather so stupid as to suffer us to
come so near as to knock them down with a stick but the large ones we

29 Ellis 196.

30 http://www.captcook-ne.co.uk/cene/gallery/gallery5.htm (accessed November
8,2010).

31 Price, 181.
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shot as it was rather dangerous to go near them.” With such easy prey,
Cook replied, “In the evening we returned on board with our boats well
Laden with one thing or a nother.” Since many of the places where the
crews went hunting were uninhabited by humans the wildlife did not flee
at the presence of the crew, thus offering them the opportunity to gather
a large supply of meat for the voyage.

. Stockpiling provisions and water were essential tasks in order to
maintain life on the ships while at sea. The crew provided the manual
labor necessary to complete these tasks, thus enabling the continuance
of the voyage. Even though the crews were able to skillfully handle the
sailing of the ship and carry out their duties on land, all of which greatly
increased the success of the voyage, their ability to repair the ships in a
variety of situations guaranteed the success of the voyage.

REPAIRING THE SHIPS

For three years the Resolution and Discovery and their crews
~were much like the Apollo lunar landing expeditions, far from any
modern help or assistance. Their own knowledge and skill were the only
things that could help them when dangers or damages occurred. John
Ledyard wrote about the dangerous situation the ships were in, north of
the Bearing Strait in September 1778. “We had blowing weather, which
rendered our situation among the ice dangerous. The ships too were in
bad condition, the winter approaching, and the distance from any known
place of refreshment very great.” John Rickman further explained
their situation, due to being in an uncharted area, “We were now so far
advanced to the northward and eastward as to be far beyond the limits of
European Geography, and to have reached that void space in our maps.”?
After leaving the Cape of Good Hope in December 1776, the ships did
not reach a “modern” port, according to the European standards, until
December 1779 at Macao on the south coast of China. Thus, for three
full years all repairs had to be performed without the assistance of a real
harbor. This was no small feat, because the ships were in constant threat
from the dangers of nature and often showed the signs of such battering.

32 Ledyard, 88.

33 Rickman, 233.
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One duty that was considered a first priority was the recovery of anchors.
Anchors are a very important part of the ships. Without the
anchors, the currents and tides of the ocean drive ships at rest. Deprived
of anchors ships cannot securely stop. Anchoring at an island or along a
coast was necessary, because the duties of the crews shifted from sailing
to gathering provisions and repairing damaged parts. In order to complete
their duties on land the crew could not be detained, by managing a ship
without the proper anchors. Therefore it was requisite that anchors were
properly handled. Anchors are practically indestructible, but the cables
attached to the anchors sometimes broke. This left an anchor on the floor
of an inlet or bay. If an anchor was lost it was necessary to retrieve it.
There were a couple ways the crew went about recovering an
anchor. William Ellis described that an anchor could not simply be left
behind and anchor recovery was important enough to require joint efforts
by most of the crew. He wrote, “Most of the boats and people were
employed the next morning in sweeping for the anchor, which was too
valuable an article to be lost.””** Along the Alaskan coast Ellis wrote about
two different ways to recover an anchor, “At eight captain Cook sent for
the Discovery’s launch to assist the Resolution’s boats in recovering the
anchor. They had nearly hoisted it in last night by the buoy-rope, which
unluckily broke. However, at seven in the evening, they were fortunate
enough to get the clinch of the hawser over one of the flukes, by which
means they secured it.”* Recovering an anchor was no easy task and
the crews often spent many hours in the effort of trying to retrieve the
anchor. John Ledyard explained that after a fruitless attempt to recover
an anchor, “we spent the day in sweeping for our anchor which we finally
recovered by the exertions of a mad-hardy Tar, who dived to the freezing
bottom and hooked a grapling to the ring. The anchor was in five fathom
water.”36 Of the handful of anchors that needed to be recovered only one
was never retrieved, which demonstrates the skill of the crews. This
ultimately saved the ships, because they were able to safely anchor,

34 Ellis, 61.

35 Ellis, 306-307. _

36 Here is one of only a few instances where one of the crew is named, at least
by his nickname, for performing an important task. Mad-hardy Tar dove thirty feet to
secure the much-needed anchor. Ledyard, 85.
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allowing the ships to stop when needed. Another repair that preserved
the voyages were repairs of the hull.

One of the amazing accomplishments of the crews was their
ability to fix, or at least stop leaks, while at sea. William Ellis described
a serious leak on the Resolution, “but every one exerting themselves,
it was fortunately discovered and stopped.”’” Another incident, after a
strong storm and a night of pumping, the ships hove-to and the both ships
carpenters worked to stop the leaks.’® Even though at times the crews
were able to hold back the onslaught of water or even stop leaks while
at sea, usually the damage required repairs that had to be performed on
a beach. Breaches in the hull were usually below the water line. Due to
this and depending on the extent of the damage, the ships would have to
be beached and careened. This enabled the damage to be repaired out of
the water. An image drawn by Sydney Parkinson, gives a good depiction
of what it was like to get a ship onto a beach in order to fix the hull.*

o

Figure 6. Sydney Parkinson, Repairing the Endeavour, 1770, National Maritime
Museum, London.

37 Ellis, 231.
38 Rickman, 285.

39 http://www.porteities.org.uk/london/server/show/conMediaFile.4024/Repair-
ing-of-Captain-Cooks-ship-in-Endeavour-River-(Cooks-first-voyage).html (accessed
October 26, 2010).

i
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This is a depiction of the HMS Endeavour on Cook’s first voyage,

after running aground on the Great Barrier Reef, similar circumstances

required both the Resolution and Discovery to be beached on Cook’s

third voyage as well. This piece of art is important, because it shows

many of the anchors needed to properly hold the ship in place and heel it

onto its side, so that the damaged portion of the hull can be worked on out
of the water. It also shows the damage sustained in the huil.

George Gilbert, explained some of the process of fixing the hull

of the Resolution, while at Prince William Sound off the coast of Alaska:

The weather being moderate we heeled the ship to port as much

as possible to examine the leak on the starboard buttock...which

we were lucky enough to bring above water, it being close below

the wale and occasioned by some of the seems being very open

and the oakum quite rotten and great part of it got out. In two

days we repaired this defect being obliged to put two and half

inch rope along the seams which were too wide for caulking.

(Gilberts 1982,77)

Gilbert mentioned the innovative repairs made by the sailors, by using
rope to fill the gaps of the seams. They did not have the “modern”
equipment needed to fully repair the ship. This repair to the hull was
made in May 1778. The ship sailed for another two years and four
months before returning to England.

In August 1779, Gilbert again explains the repairs made to the
hull, this time of the Discovery, on account of being in the ice fields
along the Siberian coast. “We heeled her to starboard, and on examining
it found about two feet of the end of a plank close below the wale, strove
right in...This was not the only stroke she received for the other bow
was very much damaged; the carpenters of both ships immediately set
about repairing them which they completed in eight or ten days.”* Of
course the Resolution did not come out of the ice unscathed. Explaining
the repairs Gilbert wrote, the Resolution “was obliged to be lightened
Forwards and hauled with her head upon the Beach at high water to have
it repaired; which was done in a few days, and then she hove off again.”*!

40 Gilbert, 147.
41 Ibid., 147.
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Repairs of the hulls saved the ships and were the most important
repairs on the voyage. Not only did the crews keep the ships from sinking,
by pumping and bailing water giving them enough time to get to shore
to fix the leaks, but they were also able to heel the ships and repair the
damaged hulls, so they could continue sailing. Without the efforts of the
crews at these critical moments the ships would have sunk, thus ending
the voyage and causing all the knowledge gained from the expedition to
sink to the bottom of the ocean. :

Repairs were performed by the crew, both at sea when possible
and on land. Though the anchors and hulls were the most important
repairs, which allowed the ships to properly and safely anchor and
remain afloat, a variety of other repairs kept the ships in good enough
condition to remain sea worthy. Some of those tasks included repairing
and strengthening ropes and cords, mending shredded sails and repairing
or replacing broken masts. Without these other repairs the ships ability to
sail would have been greatly reduced or rendered incapable. Describing
these other repairs, yet also commenting on how impressive the crew’s
ability to repair the ships was in places that did not have the commodity
of a “modern” harbor John Rickman wrote: }

The mast that was shattered in the head, and carried ashore to
be repaired, was in a short time rendered more firm than ever; the
sails that had been split, and were otherwise rendered unfit for
further service, were replaced; the cordage carefully examined,
the masts new rigged, and in short the whole repairs completed
with more celerity and strength than could have been expected
in a place where many conveniences were wanting.” (Richman
1966, 150) '

The crew of Captain Cook’s third voyage saved the ships by the repairs
they made, thus securing the success of the expedition.

CONCLUSION ‘ ,
The crew of Captain Cook’s third voyage was essential for the
success of the voyage. Without them the expedition would have failed.
Their devotion to their everyday duties was the factor that kept the
voyage progressing. Ultimately, the crew of Captain Cook’s third voyage
guaranteed the success of the expedition, because of their devotion to
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exploration, skillfully executed duties on and off the ships, and their
ability to repair all parts of the ships.

By fulfilling their daily duties they made important observations
that helped gain more understanding about the foreign places they landed
at. They skillfully managed the ship upon the vast Pacific Ocean and
bravely faced the many dangers that were encountered. Just as the ships
were the: safe havens throughout the voyage for the crew, so to was
the crew the caretakers of the ships. By their work the ships remained
stocked with the ever-important water and provisions. Through their
efforts the ships were repaired from the many damages they sustained.
Without the labor of the crew, Cook’s third voyage would have ended in
tragedy and failed to fulfill the purpose of the voyage. The crew have
long been overlooked and kept in the dark, it is time to recognize their
great contribution to the success of one of the greatest explorers of all
time.*

42 This version of the article consists of portions of the full paper. To learn
more about the crew of Captain Cook’s third voyage and the variety of duties they
performed that ensured the success of the expedition, see “The Backbone of Success:
The Crew of Captain Cook’s Third Voyage of Discovery,” in the UVU Library digital
catalog.
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