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George Tanner

A respected librarian, Tanner grew UTC’s 
collections from a few hundred books 
to nearly 20,000 volumes. He “brought 
recognition and credibility to UTC Provo/
Orem’s library and broadened library 
services to the college’s faculty, staff, and 
student body.” As a longtime president of the 
school’s Goodwill Association, he established 
spring and fall staff outings, at which he 
prepared and served the food. Among 
other accomplishments, created the media 
resource center and taught wood carving 
and English literature. “The school was 
fortunate to acquire George Tanner and to 
benefit from his many talents.” 3

1. Wilson W. Sorensen, A Miracle in Utah Valley: The Story of Utah Technical College 1941-1982 (Utah 
Technical College at Provo, 1985) 19, 321.
3. Sorensen, A Miracle in Utah Valley, 273, 275, 285, 321.

GEORGE TANNER

The multitalented George Tanner introduced the theatrical arts at Utah Technical College 
at Provo, ushering the school to a new era and leading to its remarkable transformation 
from a technical college to a university in just a few decades. Tanner built scenery, 
made costumes, and directed plays himself. He advocated passionately for a theater in the 
Learning Resource Center when it was being built in the 1970s, although administration 
ultimately nixed the idea.1 In 2019, Utah Valley University opened the magnificent Noorda 
Center for the Performing Arts, at last giving UVU’s preforming arts students and programs 
the outstanding facility they deserve.



Playbills

Tradewinds School Paper

THEATRICAL PERFORMANCES 
directed by George Tanner

Aaron Slick from Punkin Crick 

Barefoot in the Park 

Bertha, the Beautiful Typewriter Girl

Blazing Guns at Roaring Gulch

Egad What a Cad

Family Portrait

Life With Father

Lily, the Felon’s Daughter

The Curious Savage

The Drunkard
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Egad What a Cad

Learning Resource Center 
Dedication Booklet






