Utah AI Moonshot Program
Basic Requirements (see NOFO for full requirements)

 The funding for the Utah AI Moonshot Program comes out of the Higher Education Research Funding Pilot (HERFP). The purpose of this competitive grant program is to support high-impact research in critical areas that advances Utah’s economic competitiveness, strengthens strategic industry sectors, addresses important public policy challenges, expands research capacity, and provides meaningful opportunities for student engagement. The Board has earmarked $5M of this funding for the Utah AI Moonshot Program as part of the Pro Human AI Initiative to be administered by The Nucleus Institute. 

Identify ONE Funding Tier: Moonshot Award, Pathfinder Grant, or Spark Grant (report in the Cover Page and the Executive Summary)

Formatting Requirements. Unless otherwise specified, all proposal components must adhere to the following formatting requirements:
· Use standard 8.5 × 11-inch pages. 
· Use 12-point font (Arial, Calibri, Times New Roman, or equivalent). 
· Use single-spaced text. 
· Use one-inch margins on all sides. 
· Number all pages consecutively. 
· Figures, tables, charts, and graphics may use smaller fonts provided they remain legible. 
· All proposal materials must be submitted as a searchable PDF unless otherwise instructed by the applicant's home institution. 
· Page limits identified within this NOFO apply to each proposal section. Content exceeding stated page limits may not be reviewed. 

Proposal Outline. Required sections for each proposal. (Note that within the required sections given on page 3 of the NOFO, proposals must address the criterion of the Scoring Rubric on page 4.) 

	Required 
Section
	Page Limit and 
Description

	Cover Page
	Use provided template

	Executive Summary - Vision: the bold envisioned future 
	1 page maximum outlining the overall project. Please include your vision of what is true in Utah in 5 years if you succeed and also identify why this is a moonshot and not research-as-usual. 

	Team Roster & Approach 
	2 pages maximum + letters of [commitment], collaboration and support outlining roles, governance, student engagement plan. The dedicated lead must be identified.  We suggest you describe both the qualifications and roles of key personnel and partners as CVs are not requested. Letters of commitment are required. Please have partners detail their role in the project and their contribution (funding, in-kind effort, data, etc.)

	Technical Narrative 

	3 pages maximum 
For HERFP, this section included:
Suggestion (from HERFP):
1. Project Overview
2. Research Objectives & Significance
3. Research Plan and Methodology 

	Timeline, Milestones, & Deliverables  

	2 pages maximum outlining who benefits, how, when; explicit treatment of rural reach, if applicable 

	Expected Impact, Both Economic and Social 
	1 page maximum outlining intended impact including potential of development of new products, technologies, jobs, startups, follow-on funding strategy, value retained in Utah 

	Pro-human Design Statement 
	1 page outlining how this proposal, and expected outcome, is using technology in a pro human approach (note: the term “accessibility” in the NOFO should be interpreted broadly to mean how intended beneficiaries across Utah can realistically access, use, or benefit from the project outcomes, including reach to rural and underserved communities where relevant)

	Budget & Justification 
	2 pages. Budgets should only include direct costs, no F&A is permitted. Funding goes directly to the project and impact. Direct costs may include personnel, student support, fringe benefits, equipment, travel, materials & supplies, consultants, and subawards. Cost-share between university/industry should be identified, if applicable.

	 
	12 pages total + Cover and Letters
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