Higher Education Research Funding Pilot Program (HERFP)
Basic Requirements (see NOFO for full requirements)
The purpose of this competitive grant program is to support high-impact research in critical research areas that advances Utah’s economic competitiveness, strengthens strategic industry sectors, addresses important public policy challenges, expands research capacity, and provides meaningful opportunities for student engagement.
Eligible Research Areas: AI, biotechnology, robotics, secure computing, life sciences, advanced materials (report in the Cover Page and the Executive Summary).
Select ONE Track (report in the Cover Page and the Executive Summary): 
· Research Translation (commercialization, industry deployment, patents, startups, economic impact)
· Research Acceleration (research capacity, infrastructure, external funding competitiveness)
Formatting Requirements. Unless otherwise specified, all proposal components must adhere to the following formatting requirements:
· Use standard 8.5 × 11-inch pages. 
· Use 12-point font (Arial, Calibri, Times New Roman, or equivalent). 
· Use single-spaced text. 
· Use one-inch margins on all sides. 
· Number all pages consecutively. 
· Figures, tables, charts, and graphics may use smaller fonts provided they remain legible. 
· All proposal materials must be submitted as a searchable PDF unless otherwise instructed by the applicant's home institution. 
· Page limits identified within this NOFO apply to each proposal section. Content exceeding stated page limits may not be reviewed. 

Proposal Components. To be considered for funding, proposals must contain the following components and adhere to all stated formatting requirements. 
Narrative 
1. Cover Page (using provided template)
2. Executive Summary — 500 words
3. Team Roster — 2 pages. 
4. Technical Narrative — 3 pages 
A. Project Overview
B. Research Objectives and Significance
C. Research Plan and Methodology
5. Timeline, Milestones, & Deliverables — 2 pages 
6. Expected Impact and Potential for Commercialization Statement — 2 pages  — 55 points
7. Connection to Utah Industry and Matching Funds Statement — 1 page  — 20 points
8. Relevance to State Economic Development or Public Policy — 1 page. — 20 points
9. Student Participation Statement — 1 page — 5 points / Total items 6–9 = 100 points
Required Appendices 
10. Appendix A. Budget Outline & Budget Justification — No page limit (must use required budget template). Note: First complete the UVU Budget Worksheet and submit it to Kathryn Johnson or Sheldon Sumpter in OSP; then you can complete the required template.
11. Appendix B. Biographical Sketches / Abbreviated CVs — 2 pages per PI/Co-PI 
12. Appendix C. Facilities, Equipment, and Other Resources Plan — 2 pages 
13. Appendix D. Letters of Collaboration and Support — Up to 5 letters; 1 page each
14. Appendix E. Current and Pending Support — 1 page 
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