
Planning Your Claim – AFHEA (D1) 
 

Use this worksheet to plan your Associate Fellow of the Higher Education Academy (HEA) claim. This category of fellowship 
is suitable for anyone who doesn’t have an extensive teaching background, or who only teaches part-time (i.e. an Adjunct 
Professor). Associate Fellow is also suitable for anyone who supports student learning without directly teaching them 
(librarians, educational researchers, advisors, etc.) 

Associate Fellow of the HEA (AFHEA) is the category of professional recognition that is is suitable for individuals whose practice 
enables them to evidence some Dimensions. Effectiveness of practice in teaching and/or support of learning is demonstrated 
through evidence of:  

D1.I: use of appropriate Professional Values, including at least V1 and V3  
D1.II: application of appropriate Core Knowledge, including at least K1, K2 and K3 

D1.III: effective and inclusive practice in at least two of the five Areas of Activity 
 

Professional Values Core Knowledge Areas of Activity 
V1 respect individual learners and diverse groups of 
learners 

K1 how learners learn, generally and within 
specific subjects 

A1 design and plan learning activities and/or 
programs 

V2 promote engagement in learning and equity of 
opportunity for all to reach their potential 

K2 approaches to teaching and/or supporting 
learning, appropriate for subjects and level of 
study 

A2 teach and/or support learning through 
appropriate approaches and environments 

V3 use scholarship, or research, or professional 
learning, or other evidence-informed approaches as 
a basis for effective practice 

K3 critical evaluation as a basis or effective 
practice 

A3 assess and give feedback for learning 

V4 respond to the wider context in which higher 
education operates, recognizing implications for 
practice 

K4 appropriate use of digital and/or other 
technologies, and resources for learning 

A4 support and guide learners 

V5 collaborate with others to enhance practice K5 requirements for quality assurance and 
enhancement, and their implications for practice 

A5 enhance practice through own continuing 
professional development 



Although the Reflective Narrative for Associate Fellow applications is structured around two of the five Areas of Activity this 
does not mean that the Areas of Activity are more important than the Professional Values or Core Knowledge PSF 2023 
Dimensions. 

Across the 1,500 words of your Reflective Narrative, as well as evidencing two Areas of Activity, you need to ensure that 
your evidence includes use of appropriate Professional Values at least V1 and V3, and application of Core Knowledge at 
least K1, K2 and K3. You will probably have evidence of your practice that includes some other Dimensions in addition to 
those that are required for Descriptor 1; you can include evidence of some of these additional Dimensions in your application 
where they are most relevant. The Dimensions are inter-dependent and integrated within the context of your professional 
practice; put simply, the Areas of Activity are what you do, you use the Professional Values to inform and underpin 
your work and the Core Knowledge is what you need to apply to effectively carry out this work. 

 

 
 
Here is an example to illustrate how integrate the 
dimensions of the framework in your work: 
 

 

 

In designing and planning a learning activity (A1) I apply 
my knowledge of how my learners learn within this 
subject (K1) and select an appropriate teaching and 
learning approach (K2). I consider the needs of 
individuals within my learner group (V1) and plan 
appropriately to ensure that all learners will be able to 
fully engage (V2). I develop appropriate resources to use 
and set up an online quiz to assess the learning that has 
taken place in this session (K4, A3). 



 

Provide two examples of your teaching or professional practice and evidence of impact.  
Areas of Activity  Your 2 best examples:  Which areas of Core 

Knowledge are 
associated 

Which areas of 
Professional Values are 
associated 

What is the evidence of impact 

A1 design and plan 
learning activities and/or 
programs 

 

 

    

    

A2 teach and/or support 
learning through 
appropriate approaches 
and environments 

    

    

A3 assess and give 
feedback for learning 

 

    

    

A4 support and guide 
learners 

 

    

    

A5 enhance practice 
through own continuing 
professional development 

    

    

 

 



 

 

D1 claim should include 3-6 examples of scholarship/research that informs your teaching or professional practice.  

Citation or source Brief description on how it informs your teaching or professional practice 
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