
Planning Your Claim – SFHEA (D3) 
 

Use this worksheet to plan your Senior Fellow of the Higher Education Academy (HEA) claim. This category of Fellowship 
is suitable   for individuals whose comprehensive understanding and effective practice provides a basis from which they 
lead or influence those who teach and/or support high-quality learning’  (PSF 2023 p.9). In other words, SFHEA is 
appropriate for anyone who can evidence effective and inclusive practice that integrates all Dimensions and who has done 
significant and sustained work to develop others and/or lead key initiatives within the institution (faculty program leaders, 
department chairs, associate deans, etc.). Senior Fellowship is designed to recognise the achievements of faculty and staff 
who have an influence on professional practice that extends significantly beyond their own teaching.\ 

Senior Fellowship (Descriptor 3) is the category of professional recognition that is suitable for individuals whose comprehensive 
understanding and effective practice provides a basis from which they lead or influence those who teach and/or support high-quality 
learning. Individuals are able to evidence:  

• D3. 1:  a sustained record of leading or influencing the practice of those who teach and/or support high quality learning    
• D3. 2:  practice that is effective, inclusive and integrates all Dimensions    
• D3. 3: practice that extends significantly beyond direct teaching and/or direct support for learning  

 

Professional Values  
In your context, show how you  

Core Knowledge  
In your context, apply knowledge of:  

Areas of Activity  
In your context, demonstrate that you  

V1 respect individual learners and diverse groups 
of learners 

K1 how learners learn, generally and within 
specific subjects 

A1 design and plan learning activities and/or 
programs 

V2 promote engagement in learning and equity of 
opportunity for all to reach their potential 

K2 approaches to teaching and/or supporting 
learning, appropriate for subjects and level of 
study 

A2 teach and/or support learning through 
appropriate approaches and environments 

V3 use scholarship, or research, or professional 
learning, or other evidence-informed approaches 
as a basis for effective practice 

K3 critical evaluation as a basis or effective 
practice 

A3 assess and give feedback for learning 



V4 respond to the wider context in which higher 
education operates, recognizing implications for 
practice 

K4 appropriate use of digital and/or other 
technologies, and resources for learning 

A4 support and guide learners 

V5 collaborate with others to enhance practice K5 requirements for quality assurance and 
enhancement, and their implications for practice 

A5 enhance practice through own continuing 
professional development 

 

Planning your Account of Professional Practice (APP) 

Your account of Professional Practice is made of a Reflective Narrative (~2000 words) and two Case Studies (~2000 words each).  

Your Reflective Narrative will provide an overview of your practice over the last 3 to 5 years using short examples to illustrate 
the effectiveness of your action. In contrast, the Case Studies provide the opportunity for you to explore and evaluate two 
examples (one for each case study) in much greater depth. 

Within the limited words available you will not be able to write about everything you have done and must be selective about 
which examples you choose to write about. Select examples that best exemplify your work in line with Descriptor 3 
requirements.  

As well as deciding which examples of your practice to select to use in your application, one of the key decisions you will also 
have to make is whether to use each example in the Reflective Narrative or the Case Studies. 

When writing your Case studies, here are some aspects you can consider while reflecting on your examples( SFHEA Applicant 
Guidance, 2023) : 

• use a title that reflects the Senior Fellow focus on leading/ influencing others 
• provide a context for the case study so the reader understands what the issue was that required action 
• explain your aim/ goal – what you were seeking to achieve and why 
• discuss what you did and why you did it that way (include evidence base) 
• outline the timescale and who you worked with (and why these people) 
• explain what approach(es) you took. Include any problems/ challenges you experienced and how you managed them 



• discuss the outcome – what happened? 
• explain the impact(s). What was achieved? How do you know that what you did was effective? 
• identify what you would do differently next time/ how you have adapted your approach in subsequent work. 
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