
2021 unIvERSITY  
AwarDS OF EXCELLEnCE
PRESIDENTIAL EXCELLENCE AWARDS & TRUSTEES AWARDS

The Utah Valley University Awards of Excellence program recognizes faculty
and staff who dedicate their time and talents to students, scholarship, and
the advancement of higher education.

The Presidential Awards of Excellence honors five faculty and staff for their efforts in key 
areas related to UVU’s mission and core themes.

The UVU Board of Trustees recognizes five employees this year for their contributions to 
forwarding UVU’s mission.
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It is a privilege for members of the Board of Trustees to join President Tuminez and the entire university 
community in honoring you for your remarkable contributions to UVU . You are recipients of the institution’s 
highest honors — the Trustee and Presidential Awards of Excellence . You exemplify the exceptional values 
upon which UVU was founded and to which it remains dedicated today . You have distinguished yourself in your 
commitment to our dual-mission model through your unwavering service to our students, our campus, and our 
community .

On behalf of all trustees, we congratulate you for demonstrating exceptional care, exceptional accountability, 
and exceptional results . We are honored to acknowledge the contributions you have made . Thank you for 
making UVU a place where students, staff, and faculty alike understand the value they bring to the table . Your 
leadership, efforts, and contributions will enrich the UVU community and beyond for years to come .

Sincerely,

R . Duff Thompson
Chair, Board of Trustees
Utah Valley University

BOARD OF TRUSTEES’  MESSAGE

R. Duff Thompson
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Dear Colleagues and Friends,

The past year has brought unique challenges to our community . We have had to navigate a pandemic, along 
with political and social tensions . As a community, I am so proud of the resilience we have shown . Our students, 
faculty, and staff have proven gritty, determined, and committed to providing exceptional care, accountability, 
and results . Tonight, I am honored to recognize some of our extraordinary faculty and staff — this year’s Awards 
of Excellence recipients .
 
These awards are the pinnacle of individual honor at UVU . They recognize those who not only believe, but live 
our values of exceptional care, exceptional accountability, and exceptional results . Our awardees are people 
who have a lasting impact on our students — helping them not only to complete their degrees and programs, 
but also to form lasting relationships and become better prepared for work and life .

Congratulations to all our honorees! Thank you for your kindness and professionalism . Your outstanding 
contributions make me and so many others proud to be associated with you and UVU .

Warmest regards,

  
Dr . Astrid S . Tuminez
President
Utah Valley University

PRESIDENT ’S MESSAGE

Astrid s. Tuminez
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Dr . Debjani Chakravarty received a doctorate in gender studies from Arizona State University and two graduate 
degrees in sociology from the University of Pune in India . Before becoming a full-time academic, Chakravarty 
worked as a journalist and a social worker . She also describes herself as “an artist, not by training but by 
compulsion .” She won the employee category award for the UVU Sustainability Week Upcycled Art Competition 
in 2020 . Before teaching at Utah Valley University, she taught at Arizona State University, the University of 
Utah, and Grand Valley State University . Her research interests include globalization, feminist pedagogy, 
interdisciplinary sociology, and issues of gender and citizenship . Currently, her research focuses on experiences 
at the intersection of religiosity and sexuality . “The greatest aspect of my job would be my students,” she says . 
“Interacting with students, teaching them, and learning from them satisfy me beyond words .” She is married 
to Dr . Nathan Toke, associate professor and current chair of the earth science department at UVU . In her spare 
time, she enjoys “voracious reading and eating,” traveling, hiking, and visiting art museums .

DEBJANI CHAKRAVARTY
Associate Professor, Sociology
Presidential Award of Excellence

PResidential Awards
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Robin Ebmeyer received an associate degree in nursing from Brigham Young University-Idaho, a bachelor’s 
degree in nursing from Weber State University, and a master’s degree in public administration and emergency 
management from Jacksonville State University . She has 35 years of experience in the field of nursing, with 
17 years of professional experience in emergency management . Before joining UVU in 2021, she was the 
emergency manager for Intermountain Healthcare at the Utah Valley Regional Medical Center . She serves as a 
consultant for emergency management techniques for national and international organizations . In 2020, she 
was recognized as a #UVUHero for her significant efforts advising the university on best practices during the 
COVID-19 pandemic . “I have enjoyed and cherish many relationships I have developed during my time at UVU,” 
she says . “Without them and our relationships, I would not have been effective in my position .” Ebmeyer has 
been married to her husband for 32 years, and they have two sons and four grandchildren . She enjoys traveling, 
running, reading, decorating cakes, and visiting Disneyland .

ROBIN EBMEYER
Director of Emergency Management and Safety
Presidential Award of Excellence
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Cameron Evans received a bachelor’s degree in public and community health service administration from 
Utah Valley University . Through his experiences working in clinical health care positions with Intermountain 
Healthcare (IHC), he developed a passion for supporting individuals in times of need . He has also worked in 
Risk Management for IHC, performing medical and compliance reviews on care concerns . During his time as 
a wellness coordinator and manager at UVU, he has implemented the employee wellness program UVUFit — 
which has been awarded the Platinum Worksite Wellness Award by the Utah Worksite Wellness Council for six 
consecutive years . Throughout the COVID-19 pandemic, he has incorporated essential strategies for supporting 
campus safety, including assisting in contact tracing and facilitating medical releases . “My time here at UVU 
has been some of the most rewarding years of my life,” Evans says . “I strongly believe UVU is the greatest place 
to work, which can be attributed to the amazing people who work here .” He enjoys playing the piano and learning 
new instruments, and he looks forward to being able to travel more once the pandemic normalizes .

CAMERON EVANS
Manager of Employee Wellness and Leaves
Presidential Award of Excellence
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Eric Humphrey received a Bachelor of Arts degree in German from Utah State University (USU) . He is currently 
pursuing a master’s degree in public administration from Southern Utah University . Before joining Utah 
Valley University as the university registrar in 2016, he served as the assistant registrar and the registration 
coordinator for regional campuses and distance education at USU . During his time at USU, he traveled to 
regional campuses and sites to support faculty and staff and oversee the university’s efforts to support 
students in rural communities . “Though my career started at USU, I have fully converted and bleed UVU green!” 
Humphrey says . “Working in Student Affairs at UVU is an absolute pleasure . The leadership is incredible, and 
the university’s appetite for and focus on consistent innovation for student success and the overall student 
experience is the greatest part of working at UVU .” He is married to Karissa Humphrey, and they have three 
children . In his free time, he enjoys traveling, watching movies, biking, swimming, eating Crumbl cookies, and 
discovering new restaurants .

ERIC HUMPHREY
University Registrar
Presidential Award of Excellence



8

Brandon T . Truscott received a Master of Fine Arts from the San Francisco Art Institute, a Master of Education 
from National University, and a bachelor’s degree in studio art from Humboldt State University . Before joining 
Utah Valley University as an associate professor, he served as the co-director of education at AIGA Salt Lake 
City and as a professor and chair of the visual arts department at Brigham Young University-Hawaii . His 
professional work has recently been exhibited nationally in Surreal Salon 9, 10, and 11 at the Baton Rouge Gallery 
Center for Contemporary Art and the Crocker Kingsley and Lowbrow shows at Blue Line Arts in California . Since 
joining UVU in 2015, his student book design has received annual awards from PRINT Magazine, AIGA 100 
Show, IPPY Book Awards, PPI Print Rocks, and Design Arts Utah . His favorite aspect of working at UVU is “the 
camaraderie and talent of the art and design faculty .” He says, “The professional placement of graphic design 
student graduates in industry makes UVU a success story worthy of praise .” Truscott is married and has four 
children, and he enjoys painting in his studio when he can find the time .

BRANDON T. TRUSCOTT
Associate Professor, Graphic Design
Presidential Award of Excellence



9



10

Dr . Eric Domyan earned a doctorate in genetics from the University of Wisconsin-Madison, as well as a master’s 
degree in science education and a bachelor’s degree in biology from The Ohio State University . Before his 
doctoral program, he spent five years teaching high school in Ohio . After earning his Ph .D ., he studied the 
genetic basis of trait evolution as a postdoctoral researcher in Dr . Michael Shapiro’s lab at the University of 
Utah . His research interests include genomics, genetics, and molecular and developmental biology . He joined 
Utah Valley University as an assistant professor in 2015 . “Without a doubt, the greatest thing about working at 
UVU is the opportunity to mentor and interact with students of diverse backgrounds and interests,” he says . 
“Our students are incredibly hardworking and motivated, and it is an absolute pleasure to be able to help them 
achieve their personal and professional goals .” He is married to Sarah Domyan, who is a firefighter in Pleasant 
Grove . They have three children, the oldest of whom is a freshman at UVU . He enjoys hiking, camping, skiing, 
and being outdoors as much as possible with his family .

ERIC DOMYAN
Assistant Professor, Biology
Board of Trustees Award of Excellence

TRuSTEES AwarDS
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SETH MICHAEL GURELL
Director of Instructional Design
Board of Trustees Award of Excellence

Dr . Seth Michael Gurell received a doctorate in instructional psychology and technology from Brigham Young 
University, as well as a master’s degree in instructional technology and a bachelor’s degree in English from Utah 
State University . He has worked for Utah Valley University for over 10 years as a staff member . He also teaches 
part-time and has worked in industry as a video producer and content writer . Gurell is a published author and 
an experienced presenter on the topic of Open Education Resources (OER) . He has presented at the Online 
Learning Consortium (OLC), Instructure Canvas, and Open Education conferences . “UVU’s greatest strength is its 
willingness to reinvent itself,” he says . “With a dynamic and diversifying group of students and an ever-changing 
workforce, that kind of reinvention is absolutely necessary .” He also appreciates UVU’s continuous commitment 
to supporting individual students, especially as it has grown throughout the years . He is married to Cassi Gurell 
and acknowledges her support in making this award possible . They have two children, Oliver and Ezra . In his free 
time, Gurell enjoys reading, cycling, and hiking .
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Dr . Sue Jackson earned a doctorate in health promotion and education from the University of Utah, as well as 
a master’s in public health and a bachelor’s in community health from Brigham Young University . Jackson has 
published and presented extensively on body image, weight management, and Type 1 diabetes . Her professional 
experience includes chairing the Juvenile Diabetes Research Foundation Utah County walk, serving on the 
Intermountain Healthcare Women’s Advisory Board, assisting with a program for those with Type 1 diabetes at 
the Center for Change, and teaching nutrition for a nonprofit organization in the Philippines . Jackson has played 
a vital role in helping the university navigate the COVID-19 pandemic and leading efforts to analyze data . “We 
have some of the best people working at UVU, who genuinely want to make a difference and improve the lives of 
others,” she says . “The students are determined, passionate, and work hard .” She is married to Dr . Greg Jackson, 
associate professor in the UVU Department of Integrated Studies . They have three children . In her spare time, 
Jackson enjoys running, cycling, cleaning, and gardening .

SUE JACKSON
Department Chair and Professor, Public and Community Health
Board of Trustees Award of Excellence
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Judy Martindale received an associate degree in business administration and management from Utah Valley 
University . She has also earned certifications in compensation and benefits from WorldatWork and in mental 
health first aid from the National Council for Behavioral Health . Since joining UVU in 1996, she has served as 
the interim associate vice president for Human Resources, associate director of compensation and benefits, 
manager of compensation, compensation coordinator, payroll analyst, and IT programmer analyst . She has 
served for 17 years as the chair of the UVU Goodwill Association, and she has also served as the chair of the 
UVU Benefits Committee and the co-chair of the UVU Investment Committee . “UVU is alive with energy and 
opportunity,” she says . “Students, faculty, staff, executives, and even invited guests all exude an infectious 
energy of possibility that I have not experienced in any other work environment .” She and her husband have a 
blended family of nine children and 28 grandchildren . Five of her children have graduated with a degree from 
UVU . In her spare time, she enjoys going on side-by-side adventures, taking photos, camping, and gathering 
with family .

JUDY MARTINDALE
Director of Benefits, Talent, and Compensation
Board of Trustees Award of Excellence
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Darah Mapuana Snow received a master’s in education, culture, and society from the University of Utah and a 
bachelor’s in criminal justice from Utah Valley University . She has 12 years of administrative experience in higher 
education and nine years of experience in a full-time management role . Through her current role, she has 
established partnerships with stakeholders to advance recruitment, retention, and marketing strategies to meet 
the needs of diverse students and colleagues . Snow has served on campus committees addressing goals to 
improve access, resources, and equity for historically underrepresented and marginalized student populations . 
Her favorite aspect of working at UVU is connecting with students . “I feel fortunate to be able to help our 
students navigate their higher education experience as it aligns with their lived experiences, knowledge, and 
background and to learn from them as they resist and persist each day,” Snow says . She is married to Michael 
Fredericks, and together they have two children, Wes and Kalani, and two dogs, Hoku and Diesel . She enjoys 
spending time with her family outdoors, traveling, trying new recipes, and visiting her family and friends 
in Hawai’i .

DARAH MAPUANA SNOW
Director of Multicultural Student Services
Board of Trustees Award of Excellence
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Faculty AwarDS of EXCELLEnCE
FULL-TIME FACULT Y

COLLEGE OF ENGINEERING & TECHNOLOGY
Jonathan Allred
Assistant Professor, Architecture and Engineering Design

Mohammad A . Sherkat Masoum
Associate Professor, Electrical and Computer Engineering

William Otto
Assistant Professor, Digital Media

COLLEGE OF HEALTH & PUBLIC SERVICE
Ruthann Cunningham
Assistant Professor, Public and Community Health

Dianne McAdams-Jones
Professor, Nursing 

Jonathan Rudd
Assistant Professor, Criminal Justice

COLLEGE OF HUMANITIES & 
SOCIAL SCIENCES
Stevie M . Munz
Assistant Professor, Communication Studies

Christopher Scott
Lecturer, English

Walter Temple
Assistant Professor, French

COLLEGE OF SCIENCE
Kristin de Nesnera
Assistant Professor, Biology

Mark Huynh
Lecturer, Biology

Tyler Standifird
Assistant Professor, Exercise Science and Outdoor Recreation

Michael Stearns
Assistant Professor, Earth Science
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Lilia White
Lecturer, Chemistry  

Ming Yu 
Assistant Professor, Chemistry

SCHOOL OF THE ARTS
Tara Boyd
Lecturer, Dance

Travis Clark
Lecturer, Art History

Jamie Johnson
Assistant Professor, Dance

Jeffrey O’Flynn
Assistant Professor, Music

SCHOOL OF EDUCATION
Trevor Warburton
Assistant Professor, Secondary Education

UNIVERSITY COLLEGE
Douglas Gardner
Associate Professor, Student Leadership and Success Studies

WOODBURY SCHOOL OF BUSINESS
Maureen Andrade
Professor, Organizational Leadership 

Cenk Caliskan
Associate Professor, Strategic Management and Operations
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COLLEGE OF ENGINEERING & TECHNOLOGY
Seth McCulloch
Web and App Instructor, Digital Media

COLLEGE OF HEALTH & PUBLIC SERVICE
Tina Homolik
Adjunct Instructor, Community Health

COLLEGE OF HUMANITIES & 
SOCIAL SCIENCES
Kent Hinkson
Adjunct Instructor, Behavioral Science

COLLEGE OF SCIENCE
Craig Moore
Program Manager, Chemical Hygiene and Safety

SCHOOL OF THE ARTS
Constance Jensen
Adjunct Professor, Music

UNIVERSITY COLLEGE
Lydia Lindsey
Adjunct Instructor, Developmental Mathematics

WOODBURY SCHOOL OF BUSINESS
LynnAnn Erickson
Adjunct Professor, Organizational Leadership

FaCuLTy AwarDS OF EXCELLEnCE
ADJUNCT FACULT Y
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COLLEGE OF ENGINEERING & TECHNOLOGY

FACULT Y

Kodey S . Crandall
Assistant Professor, Information Systems and Technology

Daniel McDonald
Associate Professor, Information Systems and Technology

Matt North
Associate Professor, Information Systems and Technology

STAFF

Terry Hill
Administrative Support III, Computer Science

Megan Stanley
STEM Outreach Coordinator, Dean’s Office

COLLEGE OF HEALTH & PUBLIC SERVICE

FACULT Y

Merilee Larsen
Assistant Professor, Public and Community Health

David A . McEntire
Professor, Emergency Services

Melissa Noyes
Assistant Professor, Criminal Justice

Ryan J . Vogel
Associate Professor, Criminal Justice
Director, National Security Studies

STAFF

Donna Cotterell
Program Coordinator, Recruit Candidate Academy

DEanS’ AwarDS of EXCELLEnCE
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COLLEGE OF HUMANITIES & 
SOCIAL SCIENCES

FACULT Y

Leandra Hinojosa Hernández
Assistant Professor, Communication Studies 

Stevie M . Munz
Assistant Professor, Communication Studies

Grant Richards
Professor, Behavioral Science

Frederick H . White
Professor, Russian and Integrated Studies 

STAFF

Lori L . Duke
Associate Director and Clinical Coordinator, Marriage and Family 
Therapy

DEPARTMENT

Department of Communication
Inclusion Award
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COLLEGE OF SCIENCE

FACULT Y

Lauren Brooks
Assistant Professor, Biology

Sally Rocks
Assistant Professor, Chemistry

J . Kevin Shurtleff
Associate Professor, Chemistry

STAFF
Alana Korstanje
Administrative Support III, Biology

SCHOOL OF THE ARTS

FACULT Y

Reed Criddle
Associate Professor, Music
Director, Choral Activities

STAFF

Christine Gines
Administrative Support III, Music

SCHOOL OF EDUCATION

STAFF

Wendy Oldroyd
Financial Manager and Assistant to the Dean

UNIVERSITY COLLEGE

FACULT Y
M . Roxanne Brinkerhoff
Associate Professor, Developmental Mathematics 

Elena G . Garcia
Associate Professor, Literacies and Composition

Stacy D . Waddoups
Associate Professor, Student Leadership and Success Studies 

STAFF

Nathan James
Director, Math Lab

Angus Macfarlane
UVU Mentor Program Manager, Student Leadership and 
Success Studies
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WOODBURY SCHOOL OF BUSINESS

FACULT Y

Jessica Montana Ballard
Professional in Residence, Organizational Leadership and 
Hospitality Management 

Marc Brown
Professional in Residence, Organizational Leadership and 
Hospitality Management

Dustin Harding
Assistant Professor, Marketing

Douglas G . Miller
Professor, Organizational Leadership and Hospitality Management

Mitch Murdock
Assistant Professor, Marketing

Kari Joseph Olsen
Associate Professor, Accounting

Bret F . Skousen
Professional in Residence, Marketing

STAFF

Jenny Haroldsen
Program Manager, Master of Accountancy
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DIVISIOnaL AwarDS of EXCELLEnCE

ACADEMIC AFFAIRS

Samuel Gedeborg
Director, Office of Teaching and Learning Lab

Elaine Lewis
Director, First-Year Advising Center

DIGITAL TRANSFORMATION

John Berry
Director, Desktop Support

Nathan Gerber
Director, Web Development Services

Brett McKeachnie
Senior Director, Product Portfolio Management

FINANCE AND ADMINISTRATION 

Clint Burgi
Associate Athletic Director, Communications and Marketing

Rick Chappell
Structural Superintendent, Facilities

Robin Escobar
Contracts Officer, Procurement Services 

Cory Fralick
Director, Campus Services

Justin L . Hansen
Coordinator, Environmental Health and Safety

Jeana Miner
Director, Payment and Warehouse Services

Andrew Nelson
Director, Sports Medicine, Athletics 
Head Athletic Trainer
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INSTITUTIONAL ADVANCEMENT 

Tami Pugmire
Program Manager, Private Scholarships

MARKETING AND COMMUNICATIONS 

Gabriel Mayberry
Manager, Photography, University Marketing

PLANNING, BUDGET, AND HUMAN 
RESOURCES 

Jennifer Gallagher
Senior Technical Editor, Policy Office

STUDENT AFFAIRS

Cassie Bingham
Program Director, Impact Programs Design, Center for Social Impact

Kasha Farmer
Administrative Support III, TRIO Upward Bound Programs

Juliana Figueroa
Coordinator, TRIO Educational Opportunity Center

Jared Haskell
Program Coordinator, First-Year Experience and Student Retention 

Angelia Hunt
Counselor, Financial Aid

Melissa Kimball
Associate Director, Admissions

Jolene Merica
Director, Wee Care Center

Alison Warcup
Psychiatric Nurse Practitioner, Student Health Services
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FULL-TIME STAFF

J . Scott Draper
Lead HVAC, Space Management

Stacy Fowler
Administrative Support V, Planning, Budget, and Human 
Resources

Alex Gebers
Program Manager, Intramural and Club Sports

Jena Giddings
Web and Marketing Coordinator, Office of Teaching and Learning

April Kirk
Academic Advisor, Family Science

Austin Scoresby
Supervisor, Media Services Projects 

Richard Willing
Director, Community Education

Melisa Zobell
Coordinator, Campus Services and Physical Plant

PART-TIME STAFF

Samuel Hill
Intermediate Research Analyst, Center for Constitutional Studies

Victoria Hopkinson
Administrative Support III, Web Development Services

Daniel Lewis
Support Technician III, Audio and Video Services and Engineering

Adaelide Simpson
Communication Specialist, GEAR UP Utah

PaCE AwarDS OF EXCELLEnCE


