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New ties of UVU with the United Nations

• In 2006 UVSC became a member 

of the Mountain Partnership of the 

U.N.-related Food and Agriculture 

Organization in Rome 

(www.mountainpartnership.org) 

• Mountain Partnership coordinates 

efforts of international 

organizations and global 

communities on implementing 

U.N. Resolution on Sustainable 

Mountain Development (SMD) 

(see text on the left) 

http://www.mountainpartnership.org/


The International Conference “Women of the 

Mountains”:
• - The first event organized by UVSC on implementing of the U.N. Resolution 

on SMD. 

• -Hosted on March 8th-10th, 2007 by UVSC together with the International 

University of Kyrgyzstan. 

• -Held under the auspice of the U.N., the World Bank and the U.S. 

Department of State;

• -More than 110 experts from 21 mountainous states worldwide and 9  Rocky 

Mountain states of the Northern America took part at the gathering; for the 

students, this was an opportunity to observe a gathering of world leaders 

and transform their classrooms into a global platform in addition 7 students 

were able to presents essays on topics related to the conference;

• -The final document, titled “Orem Declaration of Mountain Women”
presented a vision of an increased involvement of the Rocky Mountain 

communities to the global U.N.-supported sustainable mountain 

development and gender agendas.

• -Web-site was created: (www.womenofthemountains.org);

http://www.womenofthemountains.org/


Conference Results

Participants of the International 
Conference during the 

presentation of the Kyrgyz yurt 
at the UVSC,

March 9, 2007
Excerpts from the report of the U.N. with praise of the 

main results of the Conference in Orem, Utah 



Initiatives in Latin America
• Have been undertaken by UVU students 

since 2007 when:

• 1) Students from a Spanish class 

embarked in a service learning project 

and fundraised money to help more than 

800 children affected the 2007 Ica 

earthquake in Peru. Students joined 

efforts with community members to aid 

these underprivileged children.  

• 2) Since then, students have been able 

to aid with school supplies and basic 

necessities to orphanages in Mexico 

(2008), Dominican Republic (2009), 

Bolivia (2010) and Peru (2010) among 

others.  

• 3) Several UVU partnership initiatives 

have focused on collaborative efforts 

based on common interests, needs and 

priorities. 

Peru, 2007

Dominican Republic, 2009

Peru, 2007



Second International Conference 

“Women of the Mountains”:

• -Hosted by UVU and IUK on March 8-9, 2011 

in Orem, Utah;

• -”…..Served to strengthen the regional 

approach for advancing the SMD and gender 

agendas by both expanding network of North 

American MP members and involving youth 

from high-schools of Utah and students of 

UVU in the activities of the Conference….”

• Report on SMD on North America for RIO+20 U.N. Conference, January 9, 2012 



Second International Conference 

“Women of the Mountains”:
• 1) STUDENTS  ADVOCACY 

CAMPAIGN:

• -Mainly promotion SMD-agenda at 

UVU and in the state of Utah;

• -Recruiting new members of the 

Mountain Partnership (MP) from the 

state of Utah. From seven new 

members of the MP accepted during 

2010-2011,  five (City of Orem, Salt 

Lake City, Park City, Provo City and 

NGO “Hope”) joined that coalition 

from Rome, Italy due to students 

efforts 

Letter from UVU student, Christina Loewe to 

Utah State representative Julie Fisher with 

request to support Utah Membership at the 

MP With Mayor of Park City Dana Williams after City 

Councils decision to join MP

Letter from UVU student, Christina Loewe 

to Michele Bachelet, U.N. Undersecretary 

on Women Issue with invitation to come to 

the Conference 



Second International Conference 

“Women of the Mountains”:

• 2. STUDENT CLUBS:

• Foreign Affairs (FA) Club and Sustainable 

Mountain Development (SMD) Clubs 

gained  recognition and new student-

members ( in 2010 FA had few members, 

and SMD had only one student [Matthew 

Joseph], after the Conference 15-20 new 

students joined each club )



Second International Conference 

“Women of the Mountains”:
• 3. UVU STUDENTS ADVOCACY 

OF SMD AMONG HIGH-SCHOOL 

STUDENTS

• Workshop on women and children 

issues for high-school students in 

the state of Utah was organized 

on March 7, 2011 at Orem Public 

Library.   

• Representing six schools across 

the Wasatch Front, 54 students 

submitted essays for workshop on 

women and children’s issues. 

• 37 UVU students were assigned to 

all high-schools in Utah in order to 

help principals of schools to 

provide essays from their students   

Shelby Jorgensen, a junior at the Utah 

County Academy of Sciences (left), who 

won first prize ($500) for her essay 

“Women’s Education in Mountainous 

Regions” with Dr. Keith Snedegar,  

Chair of the Organizing Committee of 

the workshop

Copy of the Certificate of participation for 

Utah High-School  students on Gender 

IssuesAudience at the workshop 



Second International Conference 

“Women of the Mountains”:

• Students Organizing Committee of the 

Conference  was created, which included: 

• 1) Members of the Mountain Partnership 

Advocacy Group  - 3 students;

• 2) Secretariat – 10 students 

• 3) Sessions moderators – 17 students

• 4) Members of protocol and hosts for VIPs - 15

• 5) Information desk – 4 students;

• 6) Media and PR – 4 students;

• 7) Documentaries  session – 1 students;

• 8) Organizing Committee of the Workshop for 

High-Schools of Utah – 14 students;

Kyle Vanderniet, UVU student (first on the 

right) with family hosts Ambassador of 

Macedonia to the U.S. Zoran Zolevski 

Students secretariat in action



Utah International Mountain 

Forum:

• -Created during summer 2011, after the second international 

Conference Women of the Mountains;

• -Includes: 

• 1) Sustainable Mountain Development Club;

• 2) Foreign Affairs Club;

• 3) Russian/Slavic Club;

• 4)  America Israel Alliance;

• 5)  College Republicans

• 6) College Democrats

• 7) Model UN

• Blog for UIMF: http://utinternationalmountainforum.blogspot.com/

http://utinternationalmountainforum.blogspot.com/


Utah International Mountain Forum:

• ACTIVITIES: 

• -Convinced Provo City to join 

Mountain Partnership on August 

10, 2011;

• -Co-hosted visit of Ambassador 

O’Keefe, Director, Open World 

Program for U.S. Library of 

Congress on  September  19, 

2011;

• -Hosted visit of Ambassador 

Asylbek Aidaraliev, President, 

International University of 

Kyrgyzstan on November 11, 

2011;

• -Hosted video-Conference “20th

Anniversary since disintegration  

of the Soviet Union” with Andrei 

Sakharov Foundation on 

November 21, 2011;

Proclamation of Provo City about joining 

Mountain Partnership on August 10, 

2011 
Poster of the video-Conference  “20th

Anniversary Since disintegration of the 

Soviet Union”



Utah International Mountain Forum:

• ACTIVITIES:

• -Hosted International Conference 

“10th Anniversary since the 

beginning of Operation Enduring 

Freedom in Afghanistan” with 

participation of Ambassador of 

Uzbekistan to the U.N., Murad 

Askarov and deputy chief of 

mission of Afghanistan to the U.N. 

Ahmad Zahir Faqirih; 

• -Hosted with Orem Public Library 

celebration of the day declared by 

the U.N. as International Mountain 

Day on December 09, 2011, which 

happened for the second time in 

Utah history. 

• -Contributed to the report on 

Sustainable Mountain 

Development on North America for 

RIO+20 U.N. Conference in Brazil 

Co-Chairs of UIMF Rey Benitez (first 

from the left) and John McClure (first 

from the right)  greet at the airport 

Ambassador of Uzbekistan to the U.N. 

Murad Askarov and deputy chief of 

mission of Afghanistan to the U.N. 

Ahmad Zahir Faqirih

With  VIPs at Sundance

Poster on Celebration International Mountain Day at 

Orem Public Library 

At Orem Public Library during celebration of 

International Mountain Day



Utah International Mountain Forum:

UVU students, who contributed to the 

SMD report on North America:  

• - Victoria Gibson and Jordan Giles (Alaska Range);

• - Kate Woolfe, Alexis Sagen and Sean Edwards 

(Appalachian range); 

-Josh Harding and Kevin Wrigley (Cascade Range);

• -Nikko Pederson and Jesler Molina (Sierra 

Madres);

• -Debbie Tudor, Trevor Tippets and Byron 

Olsen (Laurentian Range);

• -Esteban Nunez and Andrew Reams (Sierra 

Nevada);

• Jonathan Latham and Troy Bradley (Rocky 

Mountains);

• David Banks, Brooke Hodson, and Lindsey 

Burton (Coast Ranges)
Report on Sustainable Mountain Development on 

North America for RIO+20 U.N. Conference in 

Brazil 



Second Utah High-School Students 

Workshop and Essay Contest

• Nearly 70 high school students submitted essays on 

topics relating to types of alternative energy, the costs of 

developing energy, the environmental impact of energy 

production and the impact climate change has on 

mountain communities. 

Winner of the first place and 

$500 of award money  

Justin Ngo ( L ) 

Copper Hills High School, Salt 

Lake City

with Chair of the organizing 

Committee Dr. Keith 

Snedegar ( R )

Group photo of the organizers and 

winners of the top ten places of the 

workshop  



The Third International Women of the 

Mountain Conference in Peru

Major goals:

• Dedicate to Rio+20 U.N. Conference and 10th

Anniversary of International Year of Mountains; 

• Focus of UVU students activities on urgent 

needs and challenges in the lives of mountain 

communities in Peru; 

• Expansion of networking between UVU with 

students with counterparts in Peru and 

CONDESAN in particular, in promoting gender 

and SMD-agenda through global youth efforts;  

• Contribution to the Conference agenda from 

UVU students, John McClure, President 

International Mountain Forum and Jared Martin;  

To Add Photos from 

Puno, Peru !!!!!!!!!! 



UIMF and RIO+20 

Major goals:
-To  contribute to the agenda of RIO Summit;

-To advocate more attention to the SMD in general agenda of 

sustainable development of the United Nations; 

-To establish ties with youth and partnering institutions from other 

regions of the world with particular focus on ICIMOD and 

CONDESAN;

UIMF supports *Mountain Youth's Appeal to Rio+20 Delegates* as the final 

document of a Global Youth Forum on Mountain Issues and Sustainable 

Actions at Mountain Pavilion, Athletes Park, Rio de Janeiro, Brazil on 15 

June 2012 . 

UIMF unfortunately missed the event due to scheduling the third Women of 

the Mountain Conference in Puno, Peru during June 12-15, 2012 


