
Roundtable With Utah Rotary Clubs Celebrates International 
Mountain Day at UVU 

 

I found the conference roundtable “Rotary International: Learning Cultures to Build Ties 
with Mountain Nations” on November 16, 2016, very interesting. First, it was organized by 
Utah Valley University students through their alliance of clubs named the Utah International 
Mountain Forum, Second, to be completely honest I had no idea what the Rotary Club was 
before this discussion with involvement of three guest speakers representing Utah Rotary 
Clubs: Dr. Scott Leckman, from Salt Lake City Rotary Club, Ruth Riley, and Dean Jackson, from 
Provo Rotary Club. I liked the insight of all of the different participants, and one of the things 
that stood out to me the most was the quotes and photos used by Dr. Scott Leckman. I thought 
the progress they talked about was great, and it was exciting to have Ruth Riley there, who 
will soon be the 1st woman president of the Rotary Club here in Provo. Most of what I want 
to talk about is based on the remarks of Dr. Scott, which makes sense since he talked much 
longer than the other two guests. 

 
(L to R): Christian Jensen, President, Foreign Affairs Club, Dr. Scott Leckman, Governor 

Nominee, Salt Lake City Rotary Club, Mrs. Ruth Riley, President-elect, Provo Rotary 
Club and Dean Jackson, member, Provo Rotary Club during roundtable at UVU 

 

Dr. Scott talked a lot about his trip with the Rotary Club to India that he has been taking every 
year to give immunizations for polio. I thought it was funny how he made the joke about how 
they understand the diseases there and they see the necessity for the immunizations, while 
the people here complain about getting shots. I think my favorite thing from his statements 
was the quote from Albert Schweitzer that he started. Albert Schweitzer once said, “I don’t 

know what your destiny will be, but one thing I know: the only ones among you who will be 
really happy are those who will have sought and found how to serve.” The same man also 
said, “Wherever a man turns he can find someone who needs him.” I was intrigued by both 
of these quotes, and I believe both of them to be true. As I’ve gotten older, I’ve realized how 
each and every person that you see is fighting a battle and going through hardships that you 
can’t necessarily identify from the surface. That’s beside the point a little bit, though, what 
Dr. Leckman and the other people there do with the Rotary Club is helping those around the 
world who are going through trials that are identifiable on the surface. The work that he was 
doing in India is amazing, and the number of people that he has helped is absolutely amazing. 
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I didn’t know much about polio before this presentation, so I found some of what he said 
about the disease itself to be fascinating. He showed how we have evidence of polio going all 
the way back to ancient Egyptian times and then discussed the first polio outbreak in the 
United States. The first United States polio epidemic was in 1916 and started in New York 
City. Dr. Leckman said that there is an outbreak in the US every summer and that we are just 
well vaccinated so we don’t actually realize it, which I didn’t know and I found interesting. 
The first polio vaccine wasn’t developed until 1954. He said that 99.9% of polio cases have 
now been taken care of and that this year there has only been 72 reported cases. 

 
Mrs. Ruth Riley, President-elect of the Provo Rotary Club Speaks before UVU Students 

 

Mrs. Ruth Riley and Dean Jackson also talked about the aims of the Rotary Club. The greatest 
aims are for peace, disease prevention and treatment, and also aid for sanitation and clean 
water projects. The Rotary Club activities are entirely voluntary. Most of the members are 
just assisting as much as possible on the side while still trying to maintain their busy lives. 
Dr. Scott Leckman, the first person that spoke, is a surgeon and still finds the time to work 
and serve others. The Rotary International is now working in over 200 different countries. 
Their impact can indeed be felt all the way around the world, and they are having a major 
impact on improving the lives of those who stand in need. 
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Christian Jensen, President, Foreign Affairs Club present Certificate of Appreciation to 

Dr. Scott Leckman, Governor Nominee, Salt Lake City Rotary Club 
This was a fascinating and important event for students in the audience to learn how they 
could make their professional life more successful by building relationships with similar 
minded individuals around them and worldwide through the Rotary International and to 
serve to other communities and the mountain ones in particular. It was also one more 
successful experiment of our students, members of UIMF to develop professional skills by 
hosting important dignitaries and to contribute to the commemoration of the United Nations 
International Mountain Day.  
          Jaron Jones, UVU student 
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