Learning Mountain Cultures through Rotary International

[ was very interested to hear about round table with three Rotarians which took place at
Utah Valley University on November 16, 2016, because I think Rotary Club is a very amazing
thing. I have always been interested in humanitarian efforts and I believe that we all have
something to give. I believe that the smartest people are those that give of their time, energy,
and talents.

(R to L): Dr. Scott Leckman, Governor D;signate, the Salt Lake City Rotary Club; Ruth
Riley, President of the Provo Rotary Club and Mr. Dean Jackson, member of the Provo
Rotary Club

Dr. Scott Leckman, representative of the Salt Lake City Rotary Club, Ruth Riley, President of
the Provo Rotary Club and Mr. Dean Jackson, member of the Provo Rotary Club shared with
us, UVU students their experiences and initiatives as Rotarians and how involvement with
Rotary Clubs could benefits students in their professional lives and careers.

[ love what Dr. Leckman was saying about India. Going to India has always been a dream of
mine and [ loved hearing what he had to say about the Indian culture and the humanitarian
efforts he put forth there in eradicating of polio. I loved how he talked about while he was
giving service the feelings he felt of accomplishment and of feeling like a “rock star.”
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He then referenced to polio and when it was first discovered in America. He stated that every
summer there was an epidemic of polio. He pointed out to us how fortunate we are to have
the polio vaccine and how we could never understand the fear of polio. He told us how Rotary
has made a difference in thousands of children’s lives by giving them the polio vaccine. He
talked about the effects the vaccination has had on these third world countries and he talked
about how much the world has improved since 1985 regarding the vaccine.

The Rotary foundation has six areas of focus that are important to them including peace
building, education among them. Over the past two years the Rotary Club of Salt Lake City
has impacted the lives of over 24,000 people. They have done many projects all throughout
the world including India and Nepal. Recently the Rotary club raised over $32,000 for Nepal
after an earthquake.

Not only the Rotary clubs do so much for countries around the world, they also serve the
community. They give out dictionaries to students who have no books. They also have
recently taught a class of 3 graders about their work and the importance of others.
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Christian Jensen, President, Foreign Affairs Club at UVU Presents Certificate of
Appreciation to Mrs. Ruth Riley, President of the Provo Rotary Club

“Look at where people spend their time and their money and that’s how you can tell what
kind of person they are,” said Dr. Leckman. I love this. I love how the Rotary club is serving
others. Dr. Leckman also said, “It’s all about relationships.” Loving people and reaching out
and serving are the most important things in life. I agree with this wholeheartedly. When we
reach out and serve others it doesn’t only benefit others, but it benefits us.
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This event was so interesting. [ really didn’t have any idea what the Rotary club was before
this event, but Dr. Leckman spread light upon the subject and he did a really good job on
teaching us what the Rotary club is all about. It has inspired me to reach out to others. I think
we sometimes think that we can only do good if we go to foreign, third-world countries, and
the mountain communities in particular, but Dr. Leckman also taught us that there is so much
good to do in our communities as well.

Similarly, Ruth Riley shared with us many initiatives and projects available for students at
Provo Rotary Club which help local people. While she is very kind and sweet person, it is very
important that she is the first women President of the Provo Rotary Club. As a follow up for
the round table she invited us to visit Provo Rotary Club and contribute our discussion
during the lunch there at the beginning of December.

It was very productive event, which taught us many important lessons. I hope we can all
reach out to others, regardless of our economic, academic, or social standards.

Megan Adams, UVU Student



