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Who we are -  
We are a coalition of student 
clubs at Utah Valley University 
created in 2011. 
We focus on advocacy of 
gender and sustainable 
mountain development 
agendas of the United Nations 
in State of Utah and North 
America through student 
experiential learning. 
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Utah International Mountain Forum 
A Coalition of Student clubs at UVU 

www.utahimf.org  

Our Purpose -  
1) Raise awareness of mountain 
sustainability topics.  
2) Bring the public into contact with 
international guests and foreign 
dignitaries.  
3) Bring communities together to 
recognize their shared mountainous 
heritage.  
4) Offer students a chance to make 
connection that will benefit them as they 
move into their careers. 
 
 

www.utahimf.org


Utah Valley University Partnership 

with the United Nations 
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Utah Valley University: 

1) Became a member of the Mountain Partnership 

under the Food and Agriculture Organization of the 

United Nations in 2006 (www.mountainpartnership.org); 

2) Hosts International Women of the Mountain 

Conferences as major grassroots event in North 

America to promote gender and sustainable 

mountain development (SMD) agendas of the 

United Nations since 2007  

 

   

www.mountainpartnership.org


International Women of the Mountains 
Conferences 

*** 
The main goal of the conferences is to mobilize communities in North  

America to contribute to the promotion of gender and 
sustainableevelopment among mountain communities worldwide    

 
 
 

www.womenofthemountains.org  6 

www.womenofthemountains.org


The First International Conference “Women of the 
Mountains:” 
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• Was hosted on March 8th-10th, 2007 by UVU together 
with the Kyrgyz National Center for Development of Mountain 
Regions; 

• Was held under the auspice of the United Nations, the 
World Bank and the United States Department of State; 

• Gathered more than 110 experts from 21 mountainous 
states worldwide and 9  Rocky Mountain states of the 
Northern America.  
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The First 
International 
Women of 
the 
Mountains 
Conference 
Philosophy 

• To understand the need to share our experiences in overcoming 
challenges caused by nature, by remoteness and by high altitude – all 
of which afflict mountain communities, families and women and 
contribute to poverty, terrorism, etc.  

• To agree that it is better to exchange experiences as equal partners 
and human-beings rather than make attempts to explain our 
problems based on differences along ethnic, religious, etc. lines.  



The First 
International 
Women of the 
Mountains 
Conference: 
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● Has created a regional network of institutions in 
North America to contribute to the promotion of 
gender and SMD globally; 

● Adopted the final document “The Orem Declaration 
of Mountain Women,” as the roadmap for 
involvement of North American communities in 
gender and SMD activities globally and commitment 
to gather it with alternating sites between Utah and 
different mountain nations depending on funding;    

● Was funded from local sources as contribution to 
UN gender and SMD agendas;  

● www.womenofthemountains.org 

http://www.womenofthemountains.org/
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2009 UN Secretary General’s 
Report on SMD highlighted Utah 
Valley University for hosting the 

conference, as contribution to the 
gender and SMD agenda, the only 

University in North America 



The Second International Women of 
the Mountain Conference: 
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● Was gathered at UVU in March 2012;  
● Strengthened regional approach in the promotion of gender 

issues;  
● Encouraged membership in the Mountain Partnership and 

Mountain Forum; 
● Engaged students in hosting and providing protocol for the 

event; 
 

UVU students contributed to the 

report on sustainable mountain 

development for the U.N. 

conference RIO+20 in June 2012 



The Second 
International 
Women of 

the 
Mountain 

Conference: 
 

*** 
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● Involved youth, through a workshop for high-

school students from Utah, and creation of a 

students’ organizing committee; 
● Was funded from local sources as contribution 

to UN gender and SMD agendas; 
● www.womenofthemountains.org 

http://www.womenofthemountains.org/
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*** 
• For the first time was held abroad in Puno, Peru in 

June 2012;  
• Discussed pressing issues concerning mountain 

families, women and communities in the Andean 
regions of Peru and surrounding countries; 

• Was implemented as service learning project by 
UVU and funded from local sources as contribution 
to UN gender and SMD agendas;  

• www.womenofthemountains.org 
*** 

The Third International Women of 
the Mountain Conference 

http://www.womenofthemountains.org/
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The Third International 
Women of the Mountain 

Conference: 

Implemented a number of decisions of the 
Orem Declaration of Mountain Women, 
which aimed to:   
• Strengthen the regional alliances in the 

promotion of gender issues globally; 
• Encourage membership in the UN 

Mountain Partnership; 
• Alternate convention sites between Utah 

and the other mountainous countries 
around the world, with the aim of 
identifying and resolving problems which 
women in mountainous regions face. 



The Fourth International 
Women of the 

Mountains Conference: 
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▪ Held under the umbrella of the 
Mountain Partnership affiliated to the 
Food and Agriculture Organization of 
the UN; 

▪ For the first time was hosted by the 
Utah International Mountain Forum, a 
coalition of student clubs at UVU, as 
experiential learning initiative;  

▪ Was hosted at UVU on October 7-9, 
2015 
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*** 
• Continued the traditions of previous conferences to promote 
gender and SMD agendas of the UN in State of Utah and North 
America;  
• Contributed to the implementation of mountain targets among 
Sustainable Development Goals of the United Nations in State 
of Utah and North America;    
• Implemented a decisions of the Orem Declaration of Mountain 
Women about encouraging contributions from North American 
communities to the promotion and implementation of gender 
and SMD agendas of the UN globally; 
• Sustained Utah Valley University’s approach on student 
“Community Engaged Learning” through promotion of gender 
and SMD activities on local, regional and global levels; 
• Was funded from local sources as contribution to the 
promotion of gender and SMD agendas of the United Nations; 
• www.womenofthemountains.org  

 

The Fourth 
International 

Women of the 
Mountains 

Conference: 

www.womenofthemountains.org
www.womenofthemountains.org
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2016 UN Secretary General’s Report on SMD 
featured for the first time the Utah 
International Mountain Forum, a coalition of 
student clubs at UVU for: 
- Hosting the Fourth International Women of 
the Mountains Conference;  
- Contributing for implementation of SDG #5 
on Gender, SDG # 6 and SDG #15  



Place your screenshot here 
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Visit us at 
our website 

www.Utahimf.org 
 


