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1.  Goals/Ideology

2.  Relationships

3.  Documents/language



 http://www.un.org/en/aboutun/structure/p
dfs/un_system_chart_colour_sm.pdf

http://www.un.org/en/aboutun/structure/pdfs/un_system_chart_colour_sm.pdf


 Our work is done primarily with the Second & 
Third committees

First Committee Disarmament & International Security

Second Committee Economic, Demographic

Third Committee Social & Humanitarian

Fourth Committee Special Political & Decolonization

Fifth Committee Financial & Budgetary

Sixth Committee Legal



 Commission on Social Development, CSocD (56th

Session) Held in February each year

 Commission on Status of Women, CSW  (62nd

Session)  Held in March each year

 Commission on Population & Development, 
CPD (51st Session) Held in April each year

 High Level Political Forum (HLPF) New. Held in July



 Commission on Social Development (56th Session)
Social Summit, 1995 (Copenhagen)

 Commission on Status of Women  (62nd Session) 4th

World Conference on Women, Declaration/Platform 1995  
(Beijing), + Convention on the Elimination of Discrimination 
against women, 1981 (CEDAW)

 Commission on Population and Development (51st

Session) Int’l conference on Population & Development (ICPD), 
1994  (Cairo)

 High Level Political Forum (HLPF) Agenda 2030 (SDGs)



 Commission on the Status of Women

 CSW is a functional commission of the UN 
Economic & Social Council (ECOSOC)

 Been in existence since 1946, but rose to 
prominence after the Beijing Conference (1995)

 Used to promote values and understandings of 
the Beijing Declaration & Beijing Platform for 
Action
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Six Core Values or Principles 

people respond/react to:

-Care/compassion

-Fairness/equality

-Liberty

-Loyalty

-The Sacred

-Authority



1.  Sexual Liberty
2.  Equality 
3.  Environment



1.  Faith
2.  Family
3.  Freedom
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UN Delegates/Diplomat
Delivering your message - facilitating your goals.

 Mission Visits – protocol – “Blue Book”

 Happenstance

 Parallel/Side Events

 Forums/Retreats

 On-site Exhibitions

 Oral/Written Statements

 Universal Periodic Reviews (HRC – Geneva)



State Department & Equivalents

Dependent upon which administration controls 
the capital

 Contacts within a country

 Briefings

 Become part of a delegation 

UN Agencies

 UN Women/UNICEF/UNFPA

 “Bureau”



Non-Governmental Organizations (NGOs)

 UN NGO Committees

 UN Caucus

 Coalitions (UN and domestic)

 Parallel/Side Events



Security
 Get to know them!

 Flyers/Leaflets

What about those UN badges?

S – Secretariat

D - Delegate

N - NGO
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1. Resolution

2. Conference

3. Convention/Treaty 



1. Resolutions
 Most of UN business is communicated through General Assembly

resolutions
 Non-binding on all parties. Suggestions for structuring international

and domestic policy
 Drafted as part of some come conferences. Countries can generate.

Examples of what was negotiated at CSW 2013:
 “Women, the girl child and HIV and AIDS”
 “The Empowerment of Rural Women and their role in poverty”
 “Eliminating Maternal Mortality and Morbidity through the

Empowerment of Women”
 “Gender & Empowerment of Women in Natural Disasters”
 “Indigenous Women: Key Actors in Poverty Eradication”
 “Release of Women Taken Hostage during Armed Conflict”



2. Conference Documents
❖ Generated at the various commissions
❖ Written by unknown drafting committee
❖ Non-binding, yet influential, particularly the

“review” conferences (+5, +10, +20)
❖ Soft Law - building precedent, a body of “law”
Examples:
 Int’l Conference on Population and Development 

(ICPD) Cairo
 4th World Conference on Women (Beijing platform)
 World Summit for Social Development 



3.  Conventions

❖ Include an unelected group of “’experts” that serve on “compliance committee”
❖ Compliance Committee tasked with measuring a countries commitment to the convention
❖ Binding to the degree that countries decide to comply – often referred to as “binding”

Examples:
 Convention on the Rights of the Child (CRC) 1990
 Convention on the Elimination of Discrimination Against Women (CEDAW) 1981
 Convention on the Rights of Persons with Disability (CRPD) 2006

Treaties
❖ Binding legal instruments
❖ Includes sanctions and “punishment” if not adhered to.

Examples:  
 Law of the Sea Treaty
 Agreement on Trade and Tariffs





•Not the same as a legislature or on Capitol Hill

•“Agreed Conclusions” or “Outcome Document”

•Drafting Committee

•Progression of Negotiations

•Relationships!

•Monitoring



Language!

•Words and phrases matter.

•Know the language and where to find it

•Consensus Language

•Tools:  

UFI’s UN Negotiating Guide

“Women’s Human Rights” App



Constructive Ambiguity

Words and phrases matter.

Search for keywords in a document:

“Famil”            (family, families, basic unit of society, “various forms”)
“Right”       
“Sex”                 (sexual, sex education, sexual orientation)
“other status”  (related to SOGI)
“Religi”           (respect for religious, ethical & cultural values)
“Parent”           (parental rights, right to guide education)
“regional review”     (“reaffirm” “recognize”)
“Reprod”         (health, services, rights)



I just walked into  the UN.

What do I do?

•UN Journal - http://undocs.org/rss/unjournal.xml
•Electronic Schedule Boards
•Plenary
•Side Events (will have checked Parallel Event 
schedule as well)
•Attend events, develop relationships, follow 
negotiations – including working on language

http://undocs.org/rss/unjournal.xml




www.UnitedFamilies.org
www.WorldFamilyNews.com
www.WorldFamilyForum.com

http://www.unitedfamilies.org/
http://www.worldfamilynews.com/
http://www.worldfamilyforum.com/

