
Visit to Utah Valley University

Chair of the Permanent Council of OAS,

Permanent Representative of Peru to the OAS ,

His Excellency, Ambassador Harold Forsyth

FL101, 11:30 am -12:15 pm

March 3, 2022

Presentation of Alitha Thompson, Vice-President of 

the Utah International Mountain Forum, a coalition of 

student clubs at Utah Valley University 



Dallas Karren, President of UIMF moderates a parallel event during 
UN CSW65, March 2021 

UIMF was founded by UVU students in 
summer 2011 to advocate on their own for 
mountain people on campus. 

Founding clubs included: Foreign Affairs, 
Model UN,  Sustainable Mountain 
Development.

Together these clubs work under the umbrella of the UIMF to 
sponsor events which 1) raise awareness of mountain 
sustainability topics, 2) bring the public into contact with 
international guests and foreign dignitaries, or 3) bring 
communities together to recognize their shared mountainous 
heritage.

www.utahimf.org

UTAH INTERNATIONAL MOUNTAIN FORUM AS A CORE OF THE 

INCLUSIVE STUDENT ENGAGED LEARNING MODEL 

Alitha Thompson, President of 
the Foreign Affairs Club 

Byan Alghanmi, President of 
the Sustainable Mountain 

Development Club 

Andrew Jensen, President of the Model UN Club



Resolution declaring 2022 as the International Year of Sustainable Mountain Development



Previous VIP Guests Hosted by UMIF 



63. The Utah Valley University and the Kyrgyz 

National Centre for Development of Mountain 

Regions organized a conference to address issues 

critical to women and children of mountainous 

nations. Held in Peru in 2012, the conference 

focused on mountain communities in the Andean 

regions of Peru and surrounding countries, 

continuing the traditions of two previous 

international conferences organized by the two 

institutions in Orem, Utah, United State of America 

in 2007 and 2011.



Hosts of the 3rd Women of the Mountains Conference 

in Puno, Peru, June 2012



39. The Utah International Mountain Forum hosted the fourth 

International Women of the Mountains Conference at Utah 

Valley University in October 2015 to address the critical issues 

faced by women and children living in mountainous regions 

across the globe and provide a forum to discuss gender 

equality. The outcome document contained the following 

observations:

3 (a) Goal 5 could be achieved through strong support for 

improving women ’s rights and welfare, including women’s 

full and effective participation and equal opportunities for 

leadership at all levels of decision-making in political, 

economic and public life;

(b) Successful implementation of target 6.6 could be achieved 

by supporting the vital role that women play in the protection 

of the environment and water sources, particularly as 

custodians of traditional knowledge that builds resilience and 

allows for adaptation to climate change;

(c) With respect to target 15.1, women play a critical role in 

joint planning as promoters of innovation, development and 

cooperation for common benefit.



42. The Utah International Mountain Forum helped 

to raise global awareness of issues affecting 

mountain women at the sixty-second session of 

the Commission on the Status of Women, held at 

United Nations Headquarters in March 2018. Also 

at that session, the Russian Academy of Natural 

Sciences, the Mountain Institute and Utah China 

Friendship Improvement Sharing Hands 

Development and Commerce, all Mountain 

Partnership members, submitted a joint statement



Copies of the extension of remarks of US Congressman John Curtis 

and US Congressman Ben McAdams at the US House of Representatives

highlighting UMIF for the advocacy of mountain women at the United Nations.



Contributions to the CSW66th

March 21st, 2022



¡Gracias!


