UVU Rotaract Engagement at UVU 2022 Annual Club Rush

Hallie Purser, UVU Rotaract Volunteer, explains UVU Rotaract mission.

On September 14 & 15, 2022, Utah International Mountain Forum (UIMF), a coalition of
student clubs at Utah Valley University (UVU), UVU Rotaract, Foreign Affairs, and Sustainable
Mountain Development Clubs participated in Utah Valley University’s annual club rush event.
Prior to our participation, the student leadership team coordinated the preparations and logistics

of our coalition of clubs participating in the event. As leaders we were able to coordinate on



items such as registration, creating and running a schedule for shifts at each of our tables,
advertise our involvement among classes, and create and organize the promotional materials for

each of our clubs.

Tristin Juarez-Smith, UVU Rotaract President, greets UVU students during 2022 Club Rush

Hosted over two days, | had the opportunity to meet and interact with many students, all
with different majors and backgrounds. This is a key foundation of Rotary International.
Despite different backgrounds and interests, Rotary members can come together under our goal
of service and promote the seven pillars of Rotary worldwide. In true Rotarian fashion, | was
able to connect and network with students of all backgrounds and interests. Many students had

never heard of Rotary International or Rotaract; however, all of them were surprised how



applicable the foundation of Rotary, it’s seven pillars, and our planned service initiatives are to
their varying interests and fields of study. For example, | was able to recruit students from
varying degrees such as healthcare, computer science, political science, engineering, accounting,
and more.

Following our trusted Student Engaged Learning model, | was able to illustrate how past
Rotaract and UMIF club members from varying degrees have been accepted to high level job
positions based on their involvement in our clubs’ initiatives and projects. For these new
students joining, | was able to illustrate how their unique interests and knowledge will be valued
in our future projects. For example, | was able to recruit a computer science student for UVU
Rotaract’s initiative in the works with the Utah Governor’s office and our planned presentation at
the United Nations with UMIF. In both initiatives, her unique talents will be valued highly. One
aspect of our initiative with the Utah Governor’s office is centered around improving internet
access and infrastructure in rural areas of Utah. Her involvement in this project will not only
assist the Utah Governor’s office, but also provide her with the opportunity to network with high
level officials within her field of study and out of it.

It is this aspect of UVU Rotaract that | take pride in and will continue to pursue this year.
With our club’s connection to the Orem-Lindon Rotary club and my growing connections to
Utah Rotary and Jose Velasco, the Rotary District Governor of Utah, as president | have a unique
opportunity to connect students with high level officials in their field of study. After meeting,
connecting, and recruiting UVU students across many fields, | am excited not only work with
them, but get them closer to their dream career through our trusted Student Engaged Learning
model.

Tristin Juarez-Smith, UVU Rotaract President, UMIF Vice President



