
My Participation at Seminar about Careers in Political Science 
 

 
Mr. Giacalone speaks before UVU students 

 

The seminar took place on September 9, 2022, and the keynote speaker was 

Joseph Giacolone. He serves as a Budget and Policy Analyst with the Utah Governor’s 

office of Planning and Budget. He was a graduate from here at Utah Valley University in 

political science.  We were very blessed to have Joe come and talk to us.  Careers in 

Political Science are not exactly advertised so it was great to see how someone in the 

actual government interacts and how he arrived at that position. He talked a lot about 

his journey to work in the governor’s office. He discussed how he never expected to 

work in budget and analysis, but he loves it. He started by doing an internship in 



Washington for a senator while still in college and that helped him make many 

connections upon returning to Utah.  

 
UVU students in the audience 

 

One of the most impressive things Joe talked about was how he is in charge of a 

seven hundred-million-dollar budget for the state of Utah. This really made it so evident 

how it is possible to be a part of something so impactful.  He said this could be made 

possible by doing internships. He described how these can be viewed as difficult if they 

are unpaid, but he even went on to say if we took away nothing else from the meeting, 

he wanted us to remember to look for internship opportunities.  



One of the most important things I learned is that your journey is not like anyone 

else’s. Joe had a desire to serve and a desire to work in politics and all this led him to 

work in the governor’s office. He talked about how he never imagined working in 

Budgeting for the governor but also how happy he was to be working there.  

One thing that really interested me was how he viewed the Governor’s policy 

while still having his own personal political views and I asked him about this 

relationship. He went on to say that he had to put his personal interests aside to fulfill 

his role as an employee of the governor. I decided to ask him this question because 

political differences and the problems that come with them are very present in the 

contemporary United States, so I found it something impactful to ask him for my 

personal growth. I observe that very often people, including myself, are reluctant to get 

behind a certain idea or program if it does not line up with their “party” ideals. No matter 

how good and helpful this certain idea may be. As a student of political science this is 

something I feel passionate about, and it was so helpful to hear from a professional of 

how to leave his personal feelings aside to serve the current government he worked for.   

I want to thank Utah Valley University for always offering relevant and important 

events. These events give us real-world experience and make careers and internships 

available to us. Joe specifically championed the idea of internships and gave me helpful 

information about getting an internship in Washington D.C. or even here at the Utah 

Capital.  

Jackson Griesemer, Political Science Major, Utah Valley University 

 


