Meeting with Mr. Joseph Giacalone, Budget and Policy Analyst for Utah
Governor’s Office

On September 9, 2022, | had the opportunity to meet with Joseph Giacalone and attend
his seminar on “Political Careers After Graduation.” The event was organized by the Utah

Valley University (UVU) History and Political Science Department.
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Joseph Giacalone speaks at UVU
Joseph Giacalone grew up in Syracuse Utah, attended UVU, interned for Utah’s federal
Congressman, and is now working as a budget and policy analyst for Utah Governor’s Office of
Planning and Budget. As a budget and policy analyst for the Governor’s Office, he has the
opportunity to interact with state agencies to help enact the Governor’s policies and initiatives,

while ensuring the state’s budget is being used responsibly and in the best interests of Utah



citizens. One current policy he and his team are working on is finding the best way to implement
Governor Cox’s water policy to combat our state’s current water scarcity and the state’s current

population growth.
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UVU students and faculty during the presentation of Joseph Giacalone

It is projects and policies like these in the state of Utah that interest me because our state
continually faces these challenges, such as water scarcity, climate change, and population growth
while ending the legislative year with a constantly balanced budget. As Utah faces ecosystem
and biodiversity challenges similarly to many other mountainous regions globally, | wonder how
we can share our knowledge and experience with struggling mountain communities. However,
to do this, we must work with our own communities that are currently struggling to provide
proper resources, development, and infrastructure to alleviate the challenges our citizens face

daily.



When Joseph Giacalone opened the floor to questions, | took the opportunity to do just
that by asking him if he could share what his team and the Governor’s Office are planning to do
with President Biden’s recent Infrastructure Bill, especially concerning our most struggling
communities like Gunnison Utah. Gunnison Utah is an agricultural community in southern
Utah. Due to their proximity to internet lines, many citizens in Gunnison Utah don’t have access
to quality internet. This has proven especially challenging for the community’s youth as they

work to complete primary and secondary school.

Joseph Giacalone ( C ) with Stephan Atkinson ( L ) and Tristin Juarez-Smith (R )
after the event
He was happy to share that his team, along with the Governor’s Office of Infrastructure,
Investment, and Jobs Act (I1JA) coordinators are beginning their plans and policies to enact

President Biden’s new Infrastructure Bill. Along with this, he was happy to provide me with his



contact information and his coworker Laura Hanson’s, the lead coordinator for the IIJA office,
contact information so that we could meet individually to discuss the challenges communities
like Gunnison Utah are currently facing and how the Governor’s office plans, policies, and
budget can assist.

I look forward to working with and learning from him and Laura Hanson personally as
we discuss Utah communities and research plans to assist them from a state level. One main take
away from his seminar was the importance of networking when it comes to pushing policies and
initiatives. | am grateful that | was able to make this connection and provide a voice for the
citizens in communities like Gunnison to hopefully make changes directly from the Governor’s
Office.

Tristin Juarez-Smith, UVU Rotaract President



