
Meeting with Joseph Giacalone, Policy Analyst from Utah Governor’s Office of 

Planning and Budget 

 

 Joseph Giacalone speaks before political science students at Utah Valley University 

On September 9th, Joseph Giacalone, a budget and policy analyst from Utah Governor 

Spencer J. Cox's Office of Planning and Budget visited Utah Valley University (UVU). As a 

UVU political science graduate, Joseph discussed his experience working in public service and 

his pathway to his current position. The event was organized by the UVU Department of History 

and Political Science. This was a unique perspective on the financial side of the administration of 

state government. In addition to his presentation, Mr. Giacalone provided students with 

information regarding various resources for internships or other political opportunities.  



Members of the Utah International Mountain Forum (UIMF), a coalition of student clubs 

at UVU participated in the event and asked questions about professional advancement in state 

and federal government with a political science degree. They also inquired about possible 

meetings with officials at the Utah Governor’s office, who are responsible for economic 

development and infrastructure in particular. Those issues UIMF members are dealing with as 

part of their advocacy campaign for sustainable mountain development in the State of Utah and 

at the United Nations.       

 

 
Left to right: Myself, UIMF President; Stephan Atkinson, Foreign Affairs President; Tristin Smith, 

UVU Rotaract President; Joe Giacalone and Dr. Jay DeSart, Chair of the UVU History and Political 

Science Department 

 

Through this event, we were able to network with Joseph and establish connections. This 

was of particular interest to me as I recently finished an internship in the U.S. House of 

Representatives with Congressman John Curtis, and Joseph interned for him as well in 2017 



during his initial campaign. This will serve as a good connection and encourage me to consider 

applying for the 2023 state legislature internship.  

Dallas Karren, UIMF President 


