Careers in Political Science Seminar at Utah Valley University

On September 9th, 2022, the Utah Valley University (UVU) Department of
History and Political Science hosted a “Careers in Political Science” seminar with
guest speaker, Joseph Giacalone. Joseph Giacalone is a UVU political science
graduate, and he is currently a Budget and Policy Analyst with the Utah Governor’s
Office of Planning and Budget.
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Mr. Joe Giacalone speaks before the audience at UVU

When opening up, Mr. Giacalone spoke about the importance of this seminar
to political science students because often people think that we study political
science to either run for office or go to law school which is not always the case. He
also spoke about his journey as a political science student, his internships and how
he started to work at the governor’s office. Mr. Giacalone interned in Washington
DC, where he gave people tours of the Capitol and he also interned at U.S.
Congressman John Curtis’ office. He got his internships through UVU, and these
internships were able to push him towards his current career.



Jokudu Jada (Winnie) (C) with other UVU students during the meeting

Mr. Giacalone raised very important topics such as taking part at internships.
Internships help to build your resume but also, they help you gain experience
especially in the political science field. He also spoke about the importance of
networking. As college students we come across a lot of people and it is important
to network with these people because in the future, we might need them for a job
opportunity or something important. He also spoke about the importance of utilizing
UVU’s network which are our counselors, advisors, and their government
connections. Since he got his internships through UVU, he spoke about the
importance of utilizing these resources. Some of the internships might be unpaid but
a lot of times, they are fully sponsored by UVU, and one gain a lot of experience
doing them. Mr. Giacolone also talked about taking a good headshot for resume, and
this is important because first impression matters, and this can be seen through
anyone’s resume. He also recommended us to have one of professors look over our



resume. Internships, networking and a good resume is a great start to a career in
political science.

I got a lot of great tips from Mr. Joseph Giacolone’s presentation which I think
will be important for my professional growth. During his presentation, Mr.
Giacalone spoke about being careful how we utilize our social media pages and the
content we post on there. I thought this was very important because in today’s society
where everyone has the freedom to say what they want to and give their opinions on
social and political matters, we might get caught up and forget how the things we
might say, sometimes based on emotions, might affect us in the long run. He also
spoke about the importance of getting out of our comfort zones and being open to
new opportunities. For example, one might get a job offer in a place or field that
he/she did not plan to be in but each of us should be open to it because it can be
helpful for our growth in the political science field. I will utilize these tips as best as
| can in my journey towards professional growth.

| greatly appreciate the UVU Department of History and Political Science for
hosting this event and giving us political science students a chance to speak to a
former graduate who gave very important tips for us to embark on our professional
journeys in this field.

Jokudu Jada (Winnie), Political Science/Global Politics student, UVU



