
UVU political science students learning how to advance 

professionally from Joseph Giacalone  

 

 Mr. Joseph Giacalone speaks at Utah Valley University  

 Joseph Giacalone works in the Utah Governor's Office of Planning and Budget as a budget and 

policy analyst. Before he worked in the Governor's office, he was a student at Utah Valley 

University (UVU). His presentation underscored the opportunities available at UVU and the 

various paths you can take on your journey to a successful political career. As Mr. Giacalone spoke 

about pivotal points on his scholastic journey, he reminded the audience of the positive outcomes 

of internships and the power of networking. 

One of my favorite portions of Mr. Giacalone's presentation was his advocacy for internships. He 

shared about UVU's internship programs and the internship office that helped him secure an 

internship in Washington, D.C. He detailed more challenging aspects of his internship and the high 



points. He challenged each student in the audience to consider the purpose of internships. They 

are supposed to be hard and take us out of our comfort zone. Each step out of our comfort zone 

aids us in developing marketable skills. Mr. Giacalone reminded students not to discount the skills 

they have gained through work, internship, and volunteer opportunities. Even when your job might 

not appear to be related to political science, it can help you gain organizational or customer service 

skills. Mr. Giacalone gave the example of one of his college jobs, helping to design Christmas 

trees with customers. 

 

UVU students in the audience  

Overall, I was inspired by Mr. Giacalone's willingness to take each political step that came his 

way. He humbly explained how networking through each internship and job had led to the next 

phase of his political career and ultimately his work in the Governor's office. 

Rachel Welker, UVU student 


