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® ® ROTARY District 5420 ¢

News & Updates April 2023

Always check events & resources on utahrotary.org

From the Desk of the Governor

We have officially completed nine months of the
Rotary year and we have seen many aspects of
life going by. While the pandemic is considered
almost a thing of the past, forest fires, a severe
drought, floods and now extreme amounts of
snow throughout the state accompany disasters
throughout the world.

For us Rotarians, there is something valuable
that keeps us aligned, strong and relevant:

Continuity!
We understand the value of Service, we value the attitude of doing good in the
world, and we focus on the resilience of Fellowship and preserving the legacy of
Rotary.

We get together more often, we share more ideas, projects, and opportunities.

The District Governors' line is working on the vision of a future on which we
work together to achieve better results and provide training and leadership
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throughout the whole district—opening opportunities for participation in
committees, club leadership, district leadership and more.

Continue to imagine the world with health and hope for a better tomorrow where
we can change a life for the better every day! Be a Rotarian who shares a hope
for a better tomorrow and let’s continue to:

Celebrate Together!
Jose Velasco
Utah Rotary District Governor 2022-2023
josevelasco5420@gmail.com

Utah District Conference
Early Bird Registration is Open!

It's now only a few weeks until Rotarians from all

around District 5420 will come together to

Celebrate Imagination at this year’s Utah Rotary

District Conference. CELEBRATE
IMAGINATION

This event, which District Governor Jose Velasco

calls a party to remember will be held at the beautiful new Midvalley Center for

the Performing Arts at 2525 Taylorsville Blvd. in Taylorsville Thursday-

Saturday, May 4-6.

Outstanding conference speakers include Sharon Eubank, Brian Mullahy,
Rotaractor Ignacio Gonzalez and Immediate Past RI President Shekhar Mehti--
all guaranteed to bring their exciting “A game" to the Conference.

Early bird registration is $185 per person until April 13. On April 14, the price goes
up to $200!

Register online today at https://www.5420dc.org

Can't plan ahead? In-person registration opens onsite at 2 p.m. on Thursday,
May 4 followed by the annual District Business Meeting at 3 p.m. On Saturday,
the closing bell will ring at noon.

Watch for more information on speakers, breakout sessions and other
activities on Facebook or in your email.
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Native American Assistance Fund
Established in Helen Summers' Name

Bountiful Rotary Club has established a special account
in memory of Helen Summers. This vivacious wife,
mother, grand and great grandmother was a longtime
Rotarian who gave the full measure of “service above self’
in her club and with Paul Summers, a fellow Rotarian and
her husband of 58 years.

Helen passed away just days before Christmas, 2022,

from injuries sustained in a fall only hours after delivering - alongside Paul -
Christmas blankets and warm winter socks to elders living in the Four Corners
area.

She will be missed for years to come by those who knew and loved her but
proceeds from the Helen Summers Native American Assistance Fund will
continue to provide resources to address needs among the Native American
Tribes of Utah, including those in and around Monticello where she spent her
childhood. To the end of her life, Helen was active in projects in several of the
tribal communities in Utah Rotary District 5420.

The Bountiful Rotary Foundation is a 501(c)(3), tax-deductible foundation.

e Checks may be made out to Bountiful Rotary Foundation with
“‘Helen Summers NAA Fund” on the “for” or “memo” line. Mail to
Bountiful Rotary Club, PO Box 451, Bountiful, UT 84011.

e Venmo to @Bountiful-Rotary with “Helen Summers NAA” on the
“for” line

Helen Summers loved helping these wonderful people. She was a bright light
with big talent in a tiny package! Her husband Paul Summers continues to lead
the way in helping the Native American community.

Three More Foreign Clubs Ask For Your Help
Choose One! It Can Be Your Club’s International
Project

Last month four foreign Rotary clubs asked for our help. Since then, four Utah
clubs answered the call and we are so grateful. Here are three more projects
that need assistance. Email Jerry Summerhays, District International Service
Chair, if your club can help. SummerhaysGS@gmail.com
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Restore Electricity to a School in
Ecuador

Bill Stumbaugh, Rotary Club Bahia de
Caraques, Ecuador, urgently asks for $1,604
to restore electricity for the 300 students at
the Jaime POolit Fiscal School in Fanca,
Ecuador. The school has no electricity because extreme rains caused a
massive electrical surge and consequent short circuit damage. His Rotary club
has painted classrooms, constructed bathrooms, and provided digital tablets but
needs $1,604 to restore electricity before classes return from vacation in
May 2023!

Keep People from Going Blind in Mexico

President Carlos Calderon of the Irapuato Villas
Rotary Club in Irapuato, Central or Colonial Mexico,
asks a Utah Rotary Club to help them provide
Cataract Surgery for poor people. “We have
ophthalmologist surgeons who have the equipment
to perform the operations free of charge in terms of
their services and facilities,” he says. “What costs

about $650 per surgery is the intraocular lens and medications. Could you fund
1 or 2 of these surgeries? “We can provide you the clinical history of the
candidates,” says President Calderon. “If we do not help them, they will go
blind.”

Desks for Children in
Guatemala

President-Elect Maria Renée
Valladares describes a situation
hard to imagine—the absence
of 150 school desks for children

. in the small community of
Miguel Petapa near Guatemala City, Guatemala. The cost per desk is $22. You
can provide the number of desks you want. Her Satellite Rotary Club of Uwara
will provide the rest of the desks. Maria Renée describes a situation hard for us
to imagine—in Miguel Petapa they not only have daytime school, but evening
school, because during the day many children must tend younger children so
both parents can work. Let’s get these children studying at desks, not
sitting on the floor.




Attention: Important Club Management Messages

Time to Report Your Club Service Impact

. =
\“Pﬂcr The 6th annual Service Impact Report, District 5420’s

“great idea” originated by Past District Governor Bev
Christy, will once again showcase your club’s “service
above self” projects and activities in RY2022-23.

Clubs from Logan to Moab, St. George to Park City and everywhere in between
will then have this powerful public image tool - when we all share the online link
with neighbors, friends, co-workers and others - to increase awareness,
membership, foundation giving and Rotary’s public image.

The deadline for submitting your club data is July 10, 2023.

If you need help measuring and reporting your club’s impact, please email
District Public Image Chair Linda Sappington or call or text to 435-669-8020.

New District Policy for Global Grants

It is the goal of the District Foundation Committee to
encourage ALL clubs in the District to be involved in
Global Grants. The committee is introducing a revised
policy for awarding District Designated Funds (DDF) for
Global Grants (GG).

Global Grant Guidelines - Effective July 1, 2023

Goal — Increasing number of clubs in our district that either apply for or actively
participate in Global Grants thus educating Rotarians on International service
and increasing number of International Service champions throughout District
5420.

o First Time GG Exception — A club sponsoring their first GG ever will
be allocated $2 in DDF for each $1 in club funds up to $10,000 in
DDF allocated to their project.

o As it already is, a sponsoring club can qualify for up to $10,000
DDF for a GG if they commit a matching amount or more towards
the GG, without any other contributing clubs from District 5420.
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e A sponsoring club can qualify for $15,000 DDF for a global grant if
two or more other clubs in District 5420 combined contribute at
least $4,000 and the sponsoring club actively involves at least one
of the other clubs in the project.

o District 5420 will reserve $15,000 in DDF funds for clubs who have
never had an approved GG. If not allocated to club(s), the $15,000
reserve will be released into general DDF use on April 1 of each
Rotary year. Therefore, clubs who have/had an approved GG
(completed or in process), cannot receive DDF for their GG if that
award will reduce District DDF funds below $15,000. Effective July
1, 2023.

Bruce Powell
Utah Rotary District Foundation Chair

End of Year To-Do List: District Grants, Foundation
Donations

As the end of this wonderful Rotary year rapidly approaches, there are two
things that weigh heavily on my mind.

The first is closing out your club's District Grants. Each club that received a
grant signed a contract that they would report the results of the grant and
provide receipts for the material purchased with the grant money for their
project. These reports will be considered past due June 15th. Any reports
received after that date will cause the whole District to lose or delay funding
next year.

NEW Grant applications for the 23-24 Rotary year are due July 1 or the first
day of the new Rotary year. Club Presidents, you need to have new projects
ready BEFORE your term begins. Do not miss these dates.

Secondly, all donations to the Rotary Foundation should be sent to Rotary
International as soon as possible. All donations are so appreciated. Each
increases the amount our District will receive back for use for District and
Global Grants.

Particularly important are the donations from our Paul Harris Society
members. It is one thing to make a commitment, another thing to comply with
that commitment. So far, only 42% of Paul Harris Society members have paid
their commitment. Please consider sending your contribution as soon as
possible. The same is true of your personal commitment to help end polio.
Bruce Powell
Utah Rotary District Foundation Chair
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Rotary Leadership Institute April 4 & 5

Rotary Leadership Institute Part 11l (Module 3) training will
be on April 4 & 5th, from 6:30-9:30 pm. All Rotarians who
have completed Part Il (Module 2) training have already
been notified.

We wanted to let Rotarians in the District know that we will continue with the
RLI training. Part | and Part Il training is being planned. More information will be
forthcoming.

Utah Rotary Peace Fellow Speaks on Peace

Organized by Murray Rotary, attended by DG Jose
Velasco, 59 Rotarians from Murray, Sugarhouse,
Millcreek, Holladay, Midvalley, Sandy, West Jordan,
Valley West, Park City Sunrise, and the E-Club met in
Murray to listen to Chris Pieper, recently graduated
Rotary Peace Scholar.

Chris took a sabbatical from being an attorney in the Utah Attorney General's
office and spent 15 months studying at the Bradford England Rotary Peace
Program. Chris, who speaks fluent Russian and conversational Turkish, and
has studied Kazakh, Arabic, and Tajik, took his wife and five children with him.

“Peace studies are a lens to view the issues that affect mankind,” Chris said.
“Allowing people to have a voice is a fundamental building block of peace.
Rotary helps create many highly motivated individuals who work with goodwill
actors all over the world.”

Rotary Peace Fellowship Applications are Still Open

The Rotary Peace Fellowship is designed for leaders with work experience in
peace and development. The Rotary Foundation awards yearly up to 50
fellowships for master's degrees and up to 40 for certificate studies at seven
premier universities, from Japan to Uganda. There is a lengthy application
process including an interview with the District Peace Committee so candidates
must start soon. Go to rotary.org for information about the program and email
Kris Swanson, District Peace Chair if you or someone you know have interest.

News from Around the District
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Park City Sunrise Uses Radio
Spots
to Boost Membership and Public
Image

Last year Park City Sunrise Rotarians
helped Park City’s nonprofit radio station raise money during their pledge drive
and KPCW donated free 30-second spots to the club.

Sunrise’s membership campaign ran from Feb. 20 to March 3rd with three
rotating spots describing what the club is all about -- service, friendship, and
fun. The call to action — Come join us for breakfast! The website supported the
campaign along with the club’s Facebook page.

Four visitors have enjoyed breakfast and speakers since then, and one of them
has already applied to join the 83 member club.

Hurricane's Easter Car Show Is April
8th

The Hurricane Valley Rotary Easter Car Show is on
Saturday, ,April 8 in downtown Hurricane. The
amazing event starts at 9 am and concludes with an
awards ceremony at 4 pm. There will be more food
vendors than ever, and the number of entries might
break a record!

The Easter Car Show is the Club’s primary fundraiser
for the year to support its many service projects and
donations. Proceeds this year will be used to fund the
completion of an All-Abilities Playground at a local park.

To register a vehicle or for more information, click here.

If you cannot attend but still want to help the playground, visit
https://hurricanevalleyrotary.org/. With your help, we can open the
playground in May.
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Golf Tournament to Banish the Snowy Blues on
May 17th

Rotary Club of Lehi is hosting it's annual Golf Tournament on May 17th, at
TalonsCover Golf Course in Saratoga Springs. It is the club’s major fundraiser
of the year. Please email Glade Hamilton if you are interested in participating.

Walk or Ride with Midvalley Rotar S,
The Midvalley Rotary Club is supporting the Ride the ““ Vs
Brainwave walk and ride on behalf of children and families in [ /4 i
need May 19 to 20 in Sandy. UT. - o

This event gives local families a chance to raise money for medical and other
bills that are associated with their children. You can sign up to volunteer with
Midvalley Rotarians here.

UVU Rotaract Hosts Session on
UN Commission on Status of
Women

“‘Rotary International (RI) has been made of people

= who take action to create lasting change, both in
themselves, their communlty and globally,” said Stephanie Velasco, the
incoming General Secretary for Big West Rotaract, during the 67th session of
the United Nations Commission on the Status of Women.

This March 6th event, sponsored by the non-governmental organization
registered under the UN, Russian Academy of Natural Science, and an event
sponsored by the Permanent Mission of Kyrgyzstan to the United Nations on
March 8th, 2023, were co-hosted by 28 Rotaractors, led by its President Tristin
Juarez-Smith and Alitha Thompson, including students from Utah Valley
University, Kyrgyzstan, China, India, South Sudan, and Uganda.

They advocated for mountain women through the Student-Engaged Learning
(SEL) model. SEL empowers all learners to work as a group to solve real-world
problems with faculty as mentors. Rotaractors managed all logistics, research,
and presented how the SEL model empowers mountain women and girls.

Velasco highlighted the impact Rotary International Friendship Exchanges,
specifically Utah Rotary District and Northern Mexico Rotary District 4100
exchanges, have provided to their respective communities. Rotaractors
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emphasized the contributions of women and girls worldwide, including in the
State of Utah, one of the best models of sustainable mountain development. In
addition, they reported on humerous community service projects in partnership
with Orem-Lindon Rotarians. Rotaractors hope RI will sponsor future UN
events.

Don't Miss Any of This News

RYLA Moves Location and

pates Rotary 7 RILA
Rotary Youth Leadership Academy Snvc T”C DnTC

(RYLA) is a much anticipated event

when high school students gather for an June 10-13, 2024 (not a typo)
immersive four-day leadership Wasatch Academy
experience. Mt Pleasant, Utah

In order to reach a broader spectrum of leaders in our district's high schools,
two changes have been made:

e RYLA has been moved to Wasatch Academy in Mount Pleasant,
UT, located in the center of the state to equalize the commute for
all district clubs.

o RYLA will be held in June when the students are out of school but
the date will be June 10-13, 2024. Why 20247 If the event was
held in fall 2023 there would put two RYLAs in one school year.

Until then, New Generations Directors -- Work with your Faculty Advisors to
keep looking for fantastic students in the 9th, 10th and 11th grades and let them
know to save the date next year!

For more information email Asst. District Governor Sydney King 801-232-8476

Rotary International Establishes
Two New Funds for Ukraine & Pakistan

Having seen how generously Rotary members
donated to both causes in 2022 through the
Disaster Response Fund, Rotary Foundation
Trustees voted in January to create two new
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targeted funds and continue offering lifesaving aid to people in Ukraine and
Pakistan. For more information and to contribute, visit

Join the Polio Plus Society

According to RI President-elect R. Gordon
Mclnally, "Only about 1 in every 12 Rotarians
worldwide — and fewer than 1 in 5 clubs — are
donating each year to RI’s polio eradication
efforts.” But you can change those statistics when you join the Polio Plus
Society, an easy and affordable way to support RI’'s most important “service
above self” project ... the final and forever eradication of polio from the earth.

To sign up TODAY, see your club Foundation Chair or email Rachael Palmer at

How to Have Fun in the Land
Down Under

During the week of May 25-31, 2023,

IMAGINE Melbourne, Australia will see Rotarians
from around the world on the

NEXT spectacular Victoria golf course;

Nty v e o “Imagining the glamour at the Race that

Whotney2d Stops a Nation;” and exploring the

streets of Melbourne.

Rotary VL:' \) e

. This is just a short list of exciting events,
activities and Rotary learning
experiences being planned for attendees
at the 114th RI Convention. These exhilarating four days in the “land down
under” are now only TWO months away but there’s still time to register

Join Rotarians from your club, District 5420 and from other continents and
together we'll “IMAGINE what’s next” for Rotary!

The Club Hub
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Get ideas, support other clubs! Send your service projects & fundraisers to
Newsletter Editor Lola Beatlebrox for this monthly section of the newsletter.

Cache Valley Morning Rotary
has provided financial support for
humanitarian projects in
Cambodia over the past several
years. In addition to providing
uniforms and school supplies to
children of a local orphanage, our
club has sponsored numerous
sanitation projects in remote
villages. Our club recently
encouraged several members to
travel to Cambodia and physically
participate in the projects while at
the same time delivering donated
items that were provided by
members for the impoverished
children of the villages. Club
member Trace Skeen is deeply
involved in Cambodia projects
and led the delegation which
focused on each of Rotary’s six
original areas of focus. The site
team reported back to the club as
they commented on the “life

In January and February, 15
members of the Salt Lake
Rotary Club with 35 other
Rotarians and friends from clubs
around the world journeyed into
the heart of Cambodia. We
witnessed the impact of an
ongoing club sponsored Global
Grant impacting over 2,800
people in four villages. Our work
is organized by Sustainable
Cambodia (a Rotary based NGO)
led by a volunteer Board of
Directors made up of Rotarians
from numerous international
clubs. Sustainable Cambodia
works with families of rural
Cambodian villages to help them
achieve sustainability and self-
sufficiency through wells,
irrigation systems, schools,
training and empowerment. This
10-day excursion was truly
unique - we experienced in depth
the country’s history and culture.
The most meaningful experiences
were serving with the native
people in their villages and


mailto:lolabeatlebrox@gmail.com

changing experience,” and were
already planning for a return trip
next year.

communities. The SL club goes
to Cambodia annually to witness
the progress of our Global
Grants. We have been actively
involved in Cambodia for over 15
years. We invite other clubs from
our district to participate in our
Global Grants and be part of our
annual adventures.

The Bountiful Rotary Club loved
doing service at the "Days for
Girls" Warehouse. We assembled
close to 200 menstrual health
hybrid kits to be distributed to
several of the Teen Centers at
High Schools in Davis County.
We feel it was a great turnout and
appreciate every Rotarian who
came and helped. Thank you to
our wonderful Nicole Redd for
this information and all her help
with "Days for Girls".

In March the Cedar City Rotary
Club held a banquet to award
Paul Harris Fellows as a way for
their sponsors to honor members
of our community who have done
so much in service. Twenty
people were awarded Paul Harris
Fellow awards by their sponsors.
In addition, the club continued the
Mobile Food Pantry project at
Fiddlers Elementary School. In
the last five deliveries the club
has delivered 6,610 pounds of
food to 750 households, serving
3,996 people with 2,433 of those
people under 18 years of age.




We’re excited to share some
great news from the Centerville-
Farmington Rotary Club and the
Centerville Police

Department. On January 28th, we
organized a bike collection event
with the goal of “Donate a Bike —
Improve a Life.” The event was a
massive success with 76 bikes
collected from the community. All
donated bikes were provided to
the Bicycle Collective, where
professional bike mechanics
refurbished them to be distributed
at no or low cost. This event
helps those in need to receive a
bike and improve their mobility
and quality of life. We believe that
such initiatives embody the spirit
of Rotary, and we hope this
inspires you to organize similar
events in your communities. Let’s
continue to make a positive
difference in the lives of those
around us.

The Washington City Rotary
Club enjoyed a presentation
about the Short Creek Dream
Center which intends to live up to
its promise to “Find a Need and
Fill it, Find a Hurt and Heal it.”
Co-Executive Director Luke
Merideth told Rotarians that the
Center has served the twin towns
of Hildale and Colorado City
since 2016 with transitional
housing, recovery services,
community outreach and help to
combat the effects of poverty.
“We are supportive of anyone
who is on a healing journey,”
Luke said, “and staff is
passionate about being a place of
refuge for anyone leaving or
escaping environments that are
considered abusive or
oppressive.” Luke added that the
mansion that was meant for evil
under FLDS cult leader Warren
Jeffs has become a critical
recovery resource for the
community.




Park City Sunrise Rotarians
prepared a big meal for J1 ski
resort employees at the Park City
Christian Center on January 31st.
Twenty-one young people from
countries around the world joined
Rotarians for a BBQ chicken
dinner. The J-1 visa is provided
for participants in approved
programs like teaching,
instructing or studying. The
attendees teach skiing at Vail and
Deer Valley and serve in other
capacities. The evening included
lessons with a Park City DJ in
how to run a professional DJ
mixing board—the party ended
with lots of tunes. J1 youth were
provided with takeout containers
so they could enjoy leftovers.
Donations went to the Christian
Center Food Pantry as well.
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March Submission

St. George Sunrise Rotary
Club has responded to the
powerful earthquakes in Turkey
and northern Syria by donating
two ShelterBoxs. Thousands of
buildings have collapsed leaving

In March, the St. George Rotary
Club sold and delivered 230
cases of California navel
oranges, including 40 sold by
SGR’s-sponsored Scout troops to
cover much of the cost for their
summer activities. (PDG Linda
Sappington caught a quick nap
during the project.) Through this
6th annual fundraiser, the club
banked $5000+ for projects in the
local community and in
Guatemala where Rotarians and
friends of Rotary have traveled 15
times and built 3000+ cinderblock
stoves in Mayan villages. We also
inducted two new members and
welcomed home a member who
has been in Germany for 18
months ... and our President-

elect Bryan Thiriot from Denver
PETS.

April Submission

St. George Sunrise and
Veterans Rotary Clubs like to
have a barrel of fun at the Fair.
April 14-22 Washington County
State Fair will be held in Hurricane,
UT.



people homeless in the middle
of a bitter winter. Most
ShelterBoxes include family-size
tents, though the contents differ
depending on the disaster and
climate. Many are packed with
solar lights, water storage and
purification equipment, thermal
blankets, and cooking utensils.
Depending on need, the
organization may deliver
ShelterKits, smaller aid
packages that include tools,
ropes, and heavy tarpaulins.
Our St. George Sunrise Club
challenges other clubs to help
as well.

Once again, the Ogden Rotary
Club had the awesome privilege of
delivering over 3,000 dictionaries
to 3rd graders in the Ogden and
Weber School Districts. As always,
the children were excited to
receive the dictionaries, but the
people who benefited the most
from the service project were the
members of our club who
participated in the delivery! This is
by far the most rewarding service
project we do all year. The kids
were excited as always to receive
a book of their very own and

St. George Sunrise Rotary Club
has participated as part of
fundraising efforts in parking, ticket
sales and beer sales. This year
our club wanted a real booth for
the Beer Garden.

The structure came together under
the guidance of master craftsman
(and hubby to Melinda Thomas)
Jim Thomas along with President
Elect Mike Branum and President
of the Veteran’s Satellite Club
Doug Walker.

Brilliant use of wooden pallets and
great job gentlemen!!

Moab Rotary Club and the
Moab Free Health Clinic have
been partners now for several
years. This means we support
them financially and also by
volunteering when the MFHC
has specific clinics to service
that part of the Moab population
which does not have adequate
health insurance. Last month
there was a Vision Clinic and
over three days 86 people
(including more than 20 kids)
had their eyes checked and a
majority were given free



consider it a great gift! We have prescription glasses. On the

heard from many past recipients photo we have Rotarians,

that the dictionary accompanied MFHC staff and Hope Alliance
the student throughout the rest of staff from Park City, at the grand
their academic career. opening and ribbon cutting of

the new and expanded facilities
for the MFHC on 200 south
downtown Moab.

On April 20th the Richfield
Rotary Club will celebrate its
75th Anniversary with a dinner
and other activities. The Spring
Expo was held March 17th at
the Sevier Valley Center in
Richfield. Our Rotary club had a
booth to help recruit new
members with some games and

prizes. The Utah E-Club donated 75 Tree
House books in February to an
There were nearly 100 booths Elementary School in West Valley
and games from area with a goal to complete a book
businesses, agencies & other report for a Donuts and Dance
sponsors. There was great Party. 58 students completed the
attendance for the first year the challenge. In March we had a
event was held. Donuts and Dance Party. 8
students turned in multiple book
The Utah Rotary Native reports for an extra surprise from
American Scholarship’s Rotarian Patzy. We all had a fun
endowment at Snow College and energetic time encouraging

has now reached $60,000. The the students to read, dancing,



interest from the endowment while reminding the students
and new donations provide Reading is Power.
scholarships each year. For the

2022-23 college year we had

nine applicants and four

scholarships were awarded.

Because the recipients received
other scholarships and grants in
aide each was awarded $500 for
each semester.

The Vision of Rotary

The famed anthropologist, Margaret Mead, said, "Never doubt that a small group of
thoughtful, committed individuals can change the world. In fact, it's the only thing
that ever has."

When members of the West Jordan Rotary Club met at Nuerworx in Sandy, a
nonprofit outpatient facility providing innovative therapy for adults and children
affected by paralysis from spinal cord injuries, the world changed for a group of
children.

These children with severe physical disabilities but exceptional cognitive
functions were unable to play on their school playground in the Jordan School
District due to accessibility issues.

Dr. Dale Hull, a South Jordan Rotarian and founder of Nuerworx, himself
partially paralyzed from a spinal cord injury, invited the West Jordan Club to
hear from a small band of parents and their beautiful, intelligent children who
wanted nothing more than to experience the joy of playing during recess.

The cost of retrofitting the playground was $10,000. The school district had
prioritized the project low because of the number of children to benefit. Parents
had worked for months but raised only $2,000.

Thus entered the West Jordan Rotary Club, under the leadership of President
Diana Brown. After a brief presentation by mothers and their children, Rotarian
Stu Richardson stepped to the dais and said, "Let's get this money raised now!"

In a matter of minutes, a member shouted, "I'll contribute $1000.” Another
offered $500, then others weighed in. Many members, including the club's
Assistant District Governor bid silently -“Put me down for this amount.” Caught



up in the moment, a person who was investigating joining the club whispered,
“I'm in for $1000.”

The amount went quickly from $8,000 to a balance of only $1,500. Then
another West Jordan Rotarian, Pete Cardon, said, "I make a motion that the
club covers the rest of the funds needed.” The motion passed unanimously. The
balance was $0.

After the meeting, a club member sent an email: "Today was the first time |
really saw the vision of Rotary. It was a beautiful thing."

Yes, the vision of Rotary and its influence in the world for good is
maghnificent. And the benefactors on this day were a group of disabled
children who wanted to experience the joys all other children take for
granted -- school recess.

Save the Dates

April 2023
April 8 Hurricane Valley Easter Car Show
April 29 Moab Rotary’s April Action Car Show

May 2023

May 4-6  District Conference, Mid-Valley Performing Arts Center, Taylorsville
May 17 Rotary Club of Lehi Golf Tournament

May 27-31 RI Convention in Melbourne, Australia

May 27-June 4 St. George Rotary travels to Guatemala

June 2023
June 16-17 Bountiful “Coats for Kids” Car Show
June 24 Foundation Gala dinner

Coming in 2024
Friendship Exchange to Colombia
Rotary Youth Leadership Academy in Mt. Pleasant, UT.
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