
Alitha Thompson Presentation at United Nations Sustainable Development 

Goals Class 

 

Alitha Thompson during presentation 

 

Alitha Thompson presented at our United Nations Sustainable Development Goals class, at Utah 

Valley University, on Friday, April 12, 2024. Alitha was a former president of the Utah 

International Mountain Forum (UIMF) from 2022-2023. She currently is working in Utah but has 

been accepted to a master's program at Arizona State University and a teaching position in China. 

Her research in Utah has included topics on the 2030 Sustainable Development Goals, non-

traditional students in education, and the rural development of Utah.  

Alitha focused on two of the development goals that have been particularly impactful in her 

journey at the UIMF and beyond. These include goal 4.7 and goal 5.1. Goal 4.7 is focused on 

inclusive and equitable learning and promotes lifelong learning opportunities for all. She said this 

goal became important to her in her role as a mother. Alitha is a mother of six kids and decided to 



come back to school after having these kids. As a non-traditional student, she feels like the benefits 

of this goal have been very apparent in her life. She has been led to wonderful opportunities 

because of the UIMF and the Student Engaged Learning model that functions at Utah Valley 

University. Goal 5.1 focuses on eliminating all forms of discrimination against all women and 

girls. Growing up in a rural town in Southern Utah, Alitha felt like the girls and women in her town 

weren’t treated fairly. Through outside influences and some choices of their own, opportunities at 

education and work were limited or even taken away. Alitha felt that it was important to raise 

awareness of these problems.  
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Alitha went on to describe some of the events and projects she did during her time at the UIMF. 

These included participation in International Mountain Day, and the hosting of dignitaries such as 

Honorable Robert Livingston, Ambassador Tony P. Hall, Ambassador Harold Forsyth, and Mr. 

Csaba Korosi. The visit of each of these individuals not only allowed the students to learn more 



about the model of sustainable development but also for students like Alitha to shed light on issues 

the mountain women faced in Utah. With a determined approach, Alitha was mentioned many 

times by these individuals in official government reports, stating her willingness and dedication to 

the causes of the UIMF and sustainable development in Utah. 
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 I enjoyed the passion that Alitha had for her work and future endeavors. You could tell that her 

time at UVU was well spent and that the lessons she learned through the UIMF have carried on 

into all the things she does. I was impressed by how she handled being a mother while doing all 



these things. While I’ll never be a mother, I hope to be a father someday and be able to support my 

wife in the things she wants to accomplish in her life. 

 Noah Farnsworth, UIMF Vice-President 


