
Annual Orem- Lindon Rotary Club Coats for Kids Service Project 

 
UVU Rotaracts and students participate in Coats for Kids with members of the Orem-

Lindon Rotary Club. 
 

 UVU Rotaractors participated in the Coats for Kids annual service project led by 

the Orem-Lindon Rotary club on November 04, 2024 at Utah Valley University’s Clarke 

Building. Coats for Kids is an initiative that Rotarians fundraise for by selling oranges or 

hosting the pancake breakfast and then using those monetary funds to supply Title I 

schools in the local community with much needed warm coats for the winter months.  



 
Rotaract members and students listen to instructions by Cherise, a Orem-Lindon 

Rotarian. 
 

 Playing an imperative role in the community, Orem-Lindon Rotarians identified a 

problem in their area and found a proactive way to address the issue. Title I schools are 

institutions that serve students in low income areas. Winter’s in Utah can be brutal, so 

providing these coats that are distributed between schools in the Orem and Lindon 

area, is a stress reliever for a lot of families who are facing financial hardships. This was 

my second year participating in this endeavor and this year we were able to take things 

a step further.  



 
Club leaders Ana and Janessa organize Christmas child boxes.  



 The Samaritan's Purse is an organization that connects donors from all over the 

world to people who are in need. As part of the Student-Engaged Learning initiatives of 

UVU, where students collectively work together to solve real life problems, we were able 

to come together as students and Rotaract club members to assemble kits for those in 

need. Every holiday season, The Samaritan’s Purse has an event called Operation: 

Christmas Child, where those who are able to share the holiday spirit with children in 

need, assemble kits the size of shoe boxes with all sorts of things.  

 
Club members and students assemble hygiene kits. 

 
 In these Christmas boxes, we were able to assemble kits that included hygiene 

items, a toy, coloring supplies, and puzzles. Additionally we were able to also prepare 

kits with baby supplies, hygiene supplies and other necessities for those in our 



community who are most in need. While we as college students may not have a lot of 

money, we are able to contribute to our local area by spending some time putting these 

important kits for others.  

 
The student groups assemble baby supply kits.  

 
 In high school, I participated in Operation: Christmas Child and to be able to put 

together kids as a non-traditional student in college feels like a full circle moment. The 



service project was a great reminder to us that we have an important role to play in our 

communities. As the Direct Service Fellow at the Center for Social Impact at UVU, I  

host monthly volunteer nights, and in my time I am able to connect with community 

partners that provide many services for those who may be in need within our area.  

 
Group picture after all kits have been put together.  

 
Participating in these service projects allow Rotaract club members and UVU students 

to learn about organizations that they connect people with but also places with volunteer 

opportunities. Afterall, the best way to make a difference in the world is to start right in 

your own community. 

- Janessa- Michelle Purcell, President of the Utah International Mountain Forum  

 


