Contributing to the “Coats for Kids” service project and
various other projects with the Orem-Lindon Rotary club
and other community volunteers

On November 4%, 2024 students involved with the Utah International Mountain Forum
(UIMF), a coalition of student clubs at Utah Valley University joined with the Orem-Lindon
Rotary Club to help out with their annual “Coats for Kids” service project. The goal of this project
is to provide jackets, coats, sweaters, etc. for kids in the Orem and Lindon areas. The kids that
these coats go to are often aimed at the lower-income title 1 schools. This is a wonderful service

project to help those kids who may lack the access to or ability to gain warm winter clothing.
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UVU Students getting instruction on what to do

Along with the coat donations, we also got to participate in compiling various other kits

for Samaritan’s Purse. This is an organization that is known for its work in providing emergency



relief to people in need. These kits included hygiene products, baby supplies, other toiletries such
as towels and washcloths, and other necessities. These kits will be used to help those same lower-

income families and kids with their needs.
\d g

UVU Students and members of the Orem-Lindon Rotary Club posing with the donated coats

This service project was able to show just how much impact a small effort like this can
have. It only took about an hour of our time but will surely be accepted gratefully and will be a
great aid to those who need them. When looking at out own lives, it may be easy to overlook other
peoples challenges because they are shadowed by our own. However, serving others and working
without thinking of oneself brings the greatest joy to the one being served and those who have the

privilege to serve.



This project is aligned with UIMF’s commitment to service, compassion, and sense of

community. Being able to be a part of this community brings me the necessary skills, knowledge,
and experience that I may need to help others in the future. Working so closely with members of
the community along with the Orem-Lindon Rotary Club should never be overlooked as a waste

of time, because it never is.



Students, club men;bers, and other volunteers posing with the completed kits

I’ve felt gratitude from those people who I am helping without having met them face-to-
face. It is in projects like these where the community is built and where love is shown in greater
capacity.

Caleb Ream, UV'U student



