Norway’s International Inspiration

Fall Semester 2024 Sustainable Mountain Development Class assigned to enrolled
students, including me to write a research paper on certain issues od sustainable development for
mountain states around the world. On December 12, 2024, we had a final examination to present
results of our research in commemoration of the International Mountain Day designated by the

United Nations.

Norway has inspired many scientists, countries, and even me. I really enjoyed studying the news
articles from Norway and learning more about their culture, customs, government, and
environmental care to help protect and sustainably develop their mountains. I was even able to use
what I had learned from these news articles and my final paper to talk about certain situations in
other classes. The most helpful sources that I used were Reuters, News in English, and U.S. News

and World Reports news companies.



Norway is a beautiful picture of nature with diverse ecosystems in the mountains and is a

top touring destination. Despite the amount of tourism, Norwegians have found a way to maintain
the environment but still be able to show off the area. Looking at other tourist spots such as Hawaii,
Mt. Everest, or even less mountain dependent areas like Italy or Greece are struggling with severe
erosion and pollution. Learning about how Norway addresses environmental and climate change
concerns through these news articles helped discuss other environmental conflicts in my Peace and

Justice studies class.



a2 uvu

Audrey Forsgren is Presented with rtiffca;z from the UN for Contribution to SMD advocacy
in 2024 by Dr. Baktybek Abdrisaey

I think it was also good for me to learn more personally how a different country runs since
I want to work in International Relations. From the news articles, I learned the different budget
plans that Norway has, what direction the political parties are leaning, what their economy looks
like and how it is handled, and their relations with other countries such as Israel and Russia. In
some articles, there were multiple Russian spies including a beluga whale. The Norwegian
government also condemned any pro-Israel companies and removed their funding. However, the

people are also calling for the Prime Minister’s resignation because of the economic status.



Overall, I think this was a good project for students and I wish I had more time to studying
other countries. I also think other country leaders should really pay more attention to other
countries news to know more about the world they are a part of and can learn from ideas such as

the floating wind turbines that Norway started to plan. It was also fun and engaging.

Audrey Forsgren, Utah Valley University Student




