
Building Community, Leading Conversations, and Initiating Change: UIMF, Foreign 

Affairs, and UVU Rotaract Participate in UVU’s Spring Club Rush 

 

On February 12th and 13th, members of the Utah International Mountain Forum, a coalition of 

Student Clubs at Utah Valley University (UVU), engaged with hundreds of students at UVU’s 

biannual Club Rush. This event grew our coalition and prepared us for the networking 

opportunities at our upcoming delegation trip at the 69th session of the Commission on the 

Status of Women (CSW) at the United Nations from March 10-13th, 2025. 

 

 
McKay Jones Volunteering at the UIMF Table 

 

This event took place from 10:00AM to 2:00PM on both days, creating an accessible place for 

UVU students to learn how they can get involved with their community. The UIMF table was led 

by Janessa-Michelle Purcell, assisted by volunteer members Ana Caballero Ferreyro, Savannah 

Neighton, Cade Bloomer, Lillian Higginbotham, and McKay Jones. Students learned more about 

mountain communities and their challenges through engaging conversations with these 

volunteers. Many students I spoke with expressed concern over the state of the world and 

international affairs, and I made connections with these students through empathy and careful 

listening. This showcases the Student Engaged Learning Model (SEL) because students drove 

these critical conversations. 

 

 

 



 
Louyoko Nianza represents UVU Rotaract 

 

Throughout this event, I was able to build relationships with many other organizations, including 

UVU’s Interfaith Engagement Program, the Earth Science Student Association, and Raices 

Club. I believe in collective social change, and through engagement inside and outside the 

institution of Utah Valley University, we can achieve the 17 Sustainable Development Goals 

(SDGs). As we prepare for our trip to CSW69, we must continue to support students from all 

types of backgrounds, especially non-traditional students (students older than 25 years). I’m 

grateful for this opportunity to serve my community and understand the needs of a diverse 

student body. 

 

-McKay Jones, Vice President of the Utah International Mountain Forum 


