UIMF Is Preparated for the 69th Session of the Commission
on the Status of Women
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Student delegation with April Purcell, Tanicca Armstrong, and Cholpon Akmatalieva, waiting
outside the UN Badge and ID office.

Sunday, March 09, 2025 the student delegation attending the 69th Session on the
Commission on the Status of Women met at the lobby of our hotel at 1:30pm to make the trek over
to get our UN badges. The purpose of our attendance of the CSW 69 was to advocate for mountain
women and girls to be included in the revision of the Beijing Declaration Resolution. The Student-
Engaged Learning model that allows us students to take a practical approach in solving real life

problems, with our mentor Dr Baktybek Adrisaev, guiding us. This model encourages students to



practice critical thinking skills, communication skills, working as a team, and to be responsible in

their respective areas.

McKay Jones, Louyoko Nianza, Cade Bloomer and Janessa- Michelle Purcell waiting at
their gate in Utah to board their flight to Denver.

We had left Utah early Saturday morning, March 08, 2025 to catch our connecting flight
to Denver before finally making our way to New York. Our flight landed at Spm Saturday evening,
after grabbing our checked bags from baggage claims, I had the duty to navigate us out of the
airport and onto the bus that would get us to the train station we needed to be at, to get us into the
city. Thankfully, navigating went smoothly and after landing, taking the bus, catching the E train,

we were able to be at our hotel by 6pm Saturday night. We checked in, got settled, and then went



to grab dinner before returning back to the hotel. After returning back to the hotel, I continued

preparing for our parallel event by working on our event script.
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The students outside the UNHQ.
Sunday afternoon, as delegation leader, I held the responsibility of making sure our

students were on time to our meeting time in the lobby, giving directions to get to the United
Nations Headquarters, before we walked over to the UN Badges and ID office. We were fortunate

enough to run into our Professor who was in the line, saving us hours of waiting to get our badges.



As we got into the line, we were able to catch up with our department admin Tanicca Armstrong,
to discuss the materials we would need for the Parallel Event we will be hosting tomorrow. We
also had the chance to talk with Braden Birbara, who transferred from Utah Valley University
(UVU) to Fordham University in New York. As a member of the Utah International Mountain
Forum (UIMF), we were happy to have Braden part of our student delegation this year, to continue

our motto of being inclusive and to show the collaboration between UVU and Fordham University.
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Student delegation takes a minute to take a picture of their badges.

In preparation for picking up our badges, I had the forethought to print out the students’
NGO CSW 69 Approval Letter that was needed to get our badges. As we waited in the line for
about an hour, we had a chance to discuss as a team the supplies of what we were going to need in
preparation for our event the following day. After receiving our badges, Cade, Louyoko, McKay,

Braden, Tanicca, and April walked over to a small pizza place for lunch. The pizza was amazing



and was very filling so we decided to forgo dinner. With free time, I decided to drop my bag off
back at the hotel before Braden, my mom (April) and I agreed to take a little walk through the city.
We stopped at St Patrick’s Cathedral to take some pictures as we searched for a place to get dessert.
Instead of dinner, we settled on getting some sweet treats from La Mia near Times Square for
Pecan Cheesecake, Salted Caramel Cheesecake and a fruit tart. We went our separate ways before

returning back to the hotel, where I would continue preparatory work.

Specifically for me, I needed to spend time running and revising our event script as well

as my own statement. Originally I was not scheduled to give a statement but a week before leaving
for New York, a change in plans led to me working at the last minute to put something together.
Dr Baktybek and I worked until well after midnight to complete my statement as well as the final
revisions for the overall event script.

- Janessa- Michelle Purcell, UIMF President.



