
My Community Service – Rotary Club of Orem-Lindon Pancake Feast 

This past Saturday, June 7, 2025, I had the wonderful opportunity to assist the Rotary 

Club of Orem-Lindon in their annual Pancake Feast. I was invited by a Rotarian, Dr. 

Baktybek Abdrisaev to participate in this meaningful event, which was organized to raise 

funds for purchasing winter coats for children in need. As someone who values 

community involvement, I was truly excited to be part of such a special cause. 

Upon arriving at Orem City Park, I was warmly welcomed by the Rotary Club members. 

Their kindness, enthusiasm, and positive energy immediately made me feel at home. I 

joined Rotarians Sheryl Merkley and Cholpon Akmatalieva in setting up the tables and 

helping prepare the space, covering the tables with disposable clothes and ensuring 

everything was ready for the morning rush. 

As the clock neared 8:00 a.m., I was assigned by a Rotary member, affectionately 

referred to as “D,” to the beverage station. Alongside my station partners, Karen Lewis 

and her husband, we served water, juice, and both regular and chocolate milk to 

community members as they reached the end of the breakfast line.  

                     

Natalia Figueroa and Karen Lewis Serving the Community  



We had a great time working together, sharing laughs, and enjoying the upbeat 

atmosphere. A humorous moment occurred when a drone flew overhead, scattering 

leaves into some of the drink cups—but we were quick to react and ensure everything 

was clean and ready for our hungry guests. 

This event brought back many fond memories of my childhood. Since I was 12, my family 

has participated in similar large-scale events during the Chilean Festival in September, 

helping my grandparents raise funds for trips back to their homeland. Since the passing 

of my grandmother, I’ve deeply missed the sense of unity and joy those moments 

brought. This event reminded me of her love for community and service, and it was 

incredibly meaningful to feel that energy again. 

Throughout the morning, I had the chance to meet many wonderful people, including 

several Rotary Club members and individuals from Utah Valley University. I had the 

pleasure of speaking with Clark Merkley,  a Rotary member who served a mission in 

Norway with his wife for the Church of Jesus Christ of Latter-day Saints. It was also a joy 

to witness the community come together—families, children, and individuals of diverse 

backgrounds, all enjoying a warm breakfast. One particularly heartwarming moment was 

seeing little kids with chocolate milk mustaches happily returning for seconds. 
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Karen and I were able to connect with several Spanish-speaking community members, 

which added a personal and welcoming touch to the morning. Live music by the band 

“The  

Community Member Enjoying their Pancakes 

Silversmiths” added a lively and calming atmosphere to the park. I also noticed two 

young boys, around 12 years old, volunteering with cheerful energy and rosy cheeks—it 

was inspiring to see youth getting involved. 

The time flew by, and before I knew it, it was already 10 a.m. This event was such a 

positive and uplifting experience. I am deeply grateful to have been part of it and to 

witness firsthand the dedication and generosity of everyone involved. As someone who 

once benefited from programs like this, it was incredibly meaningful to now be on the 

giving side, helping make a difference for others. 



Special thanks to the Rotary Club for letting us join in on this special event and my fellow 

peers in Rotaract Louyoko Nianza, Roland Kabongo, Totally Mashombo, Janessa Purcell, 

McKay Jones and many others!  

By: Natalia Figueroa, Student a Utah Valley University and Member of the Rotaract Club 


