My Contribution to Hosting World Polio Day at Utah
Valley University

Group photo of participants at World Pol:o Da_|Lat Utah Valley Umvers:ty

On Thursday, October 23rd, 2025, | had the great opportunity of both attending and
hosting Utah Valley University (UVU)’'s 8th annual World Polio Day observation. This event was
a culmination of efforts from students in the Utah International Mountain Forum, a coalition of
student clubs at UVU, Foreign Affairs Club, UVU Rotaract, and Rotarians from the Orem-Lindon
Rotary Club. We were privileged to have Mr. Oliver Rosenbauer, a Communications Officer of the
WHO for the Global Polio Eradication Initiative join us virtually and speak about the history, current

situation, and future of the mission to entirely eradicate Polio.
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Poster for World Polio Day, Designed by Curtis Bristol




This event was a part of the Student Engaged Learning model (SEL), meaning that
students took the lead and performed the majority of the tasks to make this event come to fruition
by working as a group with our teacher mentoring us when necessary. As part of the preparation
for this event | had the honor of designing the poster that would help spread the word about this
event and its mission. In creating this poster, | worked together with Kade Van Ry, Vice-President
of the Foreign Affairs Club and Natalia Figueroa, President of the Foreign Affairs Club. | learned
more about the importance of the work to end polio and the many different groups including
Rotarians and Rotaractors, that are involved and invested in making a polio free world a reality.
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President of UIMF, Janessa Michelle-Purcell, addresses Mr. Oliver Rosenbauer during his
presentation at World Polio Day

Mr. Rosenbauer's presentation was informative and inspiring, sharing his vast experience
in this field of work and his high hopes for the future. Mr. Rosenbauer has been a Rotarian since
2015 and shared that while polio has dramatically decreased, it still exists and requires attention
and actions in Afghanistan, Pakistan and Gaza.

Participants at World Polio Day, including Curtis Bristol, listen to Mr. Oliver Rosenbauer’s
Keynote speech




| was also a team leader in charge of protocol for the event, helping ensure coordination
by Natalia Figueroa with local Rotarians to manage effectively and beneficialy for all involved.
This helped me grow my leadership skills and multitasking and become a more effective
communicator. This chance to be a part of the 8th World Polio Day at UVU has helped me better
prepare for the 2026 visit to the UN in Geneva and New York and become more invested in the
UN'’s various missions to improve the world, especially its quest to eradicate polio.

Curtis Bristol, Vice-President, Foreign Affairs Club at Utah Valley
University



